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To the Right worhhipful 


JOHN OF FLEY 


Of Madely Manor inthe County 
of Stafford, E(q; 
My moft honoured Friend. 


par Have made foill ule of 
Be) your former favours,as 


eauicess by them tobe encourae 
ged to intreat that they 

may be enlarged to the Patronage 
and proteétion of this Book; and I 
have put on a modeft confidence, 
that I fhall not be deny’d, becaufe 


Ad it 


{0 thd 


_-neffes of the fuccefs not of your for- 


The Epifile 
it is a Difcourfe of Fifb and Fi- 


~ fhing, which you know fo well, and 


bothloveand praétife fo much. | 
You are affured (though there| 
be ignorant men of another belief) 
that Angling isan Art; and you 
know that .4rt better than others ; 
and that thisis truth is demon- 
ftrated by the fruits of that plea- 
fant labour which you enjoy when 
you purpofe to give reft to your 
mind,and deveft your felf of your 
more ferious bufinefs, and (which 
is often) dedicate aday or twoto 
this Recreation. 
At which time if common Anglers 
fhould attend you, and be eye wit- 


tun 


— Dedicatory. ae 


yune but your skill, it woulddoubt- ~ 

Jefs beget in them an emulation’ to 
be like you, and that emulation 
might beget an induftrious dili- 
gence to be fo; but 1 know it is not 
attainable by common capacities. 
And there be now many men of 
great wifdom, learning and experience 
which love and praftife this Art, 
that know I fpeak the truth, 

Sir, This pleafant curiofity of 
Fifh and Pifhing,(of which you are 
fo great a Mafter)has been thought 
worthy the Pens and Prattifes of 
divers in other Nations, that have 

been reputed men of great Learning 
and Wifdom , and amongft thofe of 
this Nation, I remember Sir Henry 
Ag: Wotton 


"Wotton (a dear lover of this Artyhas 


told methat his intentions were to 
write a Difcourfe of the Art, and — 
in praife of Angling, and doubrlefs 
he had done fo, if death had not 
prevented him;the remembrance of 
which hath often made me forry, | 
for if he had lived to do it, then 
the unlearned. Angler had fein fome 
better Treatife of this Art,a Trea- 
tife that might have prov’d worthy 
his perufal , which (though fome 
have undertaken) J could never yet 
fee in Englith. 

But mine may be thought as 
weak, and as unmorthy of common 


view ; and Ido here freely confels, 


that I ‘fhould rather excufe my felf, 
than 


nae 4 


cae Dedicatory: — 

“tha n cenfure others, my own Dif.’ 
‘courfe being liable to fo may ex- 
ceptions 5 againft which you (Sir) 
‘might make this one,7bat it can con- 
tribute nothing to your Knowledge. And 
left a longer Epiftle may diminifh 
your pleafure, I fhall make this no 
longer than toadd this following 
Truth, Zhat I am really, 


~SIR, 
Your moft affectionate Friend, 


and moft hussble Servant, 


Iz. Wa. 


Po CO of Om bee - 


went 
ef Waaidias 
\ 


To all’ Readeteof this Difcourfe,but efpecially : 
_.. ,to,the honeft, ANGLER. 


% Think fit to tell.thee thefe following 
NCE Papi did neither Sidetiaie, 
AS B7i\. nor write,nor publith, and mach lefs | 
TSN" own, this Difconrfe to pleafe my felt: 
aid baving been to0.eafily drawn to do all to pleafe 
others , as I propos’d not the gaining of credit by 
“this undertaking, fol would not willingly lofe 
cany part, of that :to which I bad a jut title before 
Ibegun it 5. and do therefore defire and hope, if I 
‘deferve not commendations.yet,[may obtain pardon, 
And though this Difcourfe may be liable to 
fomeExceptions yet I cannot doubt but that moft 
Readers may receive fo much pleature or profit by 
it, as may make it worthy the time of their peru- 
Sal,if they be not too grave or too bufie men, And 
this is all the confidence that I can put on con- 
cerning the merit of what is bere offered to their 
_ gonfideration aud cenfure 5 and if the laft prove | 
400 fevere,as Ihave a liberty, fo Lam refolv'd to | 
ufe it and negleti all forore Cenfures. : 
And Iwifh theReader alfa to take notice,that 
in writing of it Ihave made my felf a recreation 
of 2 recreation;and that it might prove fo to him, 
and not read dull and tedioully,I bave in feveral | 
places mixt(not any fourrility,but )jome innocent, 
barule{s mirthsof which, if thou be a fevere,fowre- 
complexion’d man,then I here difallow thee to be 
‘2 


cs | 


ssi To the Reader, 


4g competent judge:for Divines fay, There are of- 
‘aces given, and offences not given but ta- 
a 
mh Tam the willinger to juftifie the pleafant 
part of it, becaufe though it is known T can be fe- 
“rious at feafonable times, yet the whole difcourfe 
sor rather was,a pitinre of my own difpofition, 
‘efpecially in fuch days andtimes as Ihave laid a- 
Gide bufine/s,and gone a fifbing with boneft Nat. 
sand RiRoesbut they are gone,and with them moft 
of my pleafant bours even as a foadow ,rbat palfeth 
away,and returns not. 

| And next let me add this,that he that likes not 
the book. fhould like the excellent picture of the 
Trout,and fome of the other fifh ,which I may take 
aliberty to commend, becaufe they concern not my 
Self 


© Next let me tell theReader,that in that which ., 


“is the more ufeful part of thisDifcourle,that is to 
fay, the obfervations of the nature and breeding, 
‘and feafons, aud catching, of Fith,Iam not fo 
‘fimple as not to know, that a captious Reader 
may find exceptions againft fomething faid of fome 
‘of thefe, and therefore I muft entreat bim tocen- 
Sider,that experience teaches us to know, that fe- 
“weral Countries alter the time,and I think almoft 
the manner, of fifhes breeding, but doubtlefs of 
“their being in feafon as may appear by three Ri- 
_ vers inMonmouththire,zamely Severn, Wie,and 
"Usk, where Cambden ( Brit.f.63 3.) obferves,that 
fe in 
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peas 


To the Reader, 


in the RiverWie,Salmon are in feafon from Sept, 
to April,and we are certain,that in Thames and 
Trent,and in moft other Rivers they be in feafin 
the fix hotter mouths. 

Now for the Art of catching fifh,that is to fay, 
bow to make aman that was none,to be anAngler 
by a book? he.that undertakes it foall undértake 
@ harder task,than Mr.Hales (a moft valiant and 
excellent Fencer ) who in a printed book called, A 
private School of Defence ) undertook to teach 
that art or feience,and was laugh’d at for his la~ 
bour, Not but that many ufeful things might be 
learnt by that book , but he was laugh'd at, be- 
caufe that art was not to be taught by words,but | 

prattice: and {6 muft Angling. And note alfo, 
that in this Difcourfe I do net undertake to fay all 
that is known, or may be {aid of it, but I under- 
take to acquaint the Reader with many things | 
that are not ufially known to every Angler; and 
Ifhall leavz gleanings and obfervations enough to | 
be made out of the experience of all that love and. 
pratiifé this recreation, to which I hall encourage | 
them, For Angling may be faid to be fo like the 
Mathematicks,that tt can ne’r be fully learntyat 
leaft not fo fully, but that there will Still be more 
new experiments left for the tryal of other men 
that fucceed w. 

But I think all that love this game may bere 
learn fomething that may be worth their money,if 
they be not poor and needy mensand in cafe they # 


To the Reader. 


re wilh them to forbear to buy it; for I write 
porte get money, but for pleafure, and this Dif- 
sure boalts of no more x for I hate to promifé 
much, and deceive the Reader, 
» And however it proves to bim, yet I amfure I 
have found a bigh content in the fearch and con. 
ference of what is here offer’dtothe Readers view 
‘and cenfure : I wifh bim as much in the perufal of 
it,and fo I might bere take my leave, but will flay 
alittle and tell bim,that whereas it is {aid by ma- 
_ wy,that in fiye-fifbing for 2 Trout,the Angler muft 
obferve bis 12 feveral flies for the twelve months of 
the years 1fay, be that follows that rule, hall be 
a fure to catch fifh,and,be as wife,as he that makes 
Hay by the fair days in an Almanack, and no fue 
rer; for thofé very flies that ufe to appear about 
and onthe water ix one month cf the year,may the 
following year come almoft a month fooner or laters 
& the fame year proves colder or hottersand ‘yet in 
the following Difcour(e 1 have fet down the twelve 
flies that are in reputation with many Anglers,and 
© may ferve to give him fome obfervations con= 
cerning then. And be may note that there are in 
Wales and other Countries, peculiar flies, proper 
othe particular place or Country, and doubtle A 
ile? 2 man makes a flie to counterfeit that very 
flie in that place, be is like to lofe his labour, or 
ch of it: But for the generality, thrée or four 
neat and rightly made, and not too big, ferve 
4 Trout in moft Rivers all the Summer. And 


for 


_ oe 


for Winter flie-filhing, it és 05 nfoful as an Alma. 
nack out of date. And of thefe ( becaufe a no 
man is born an artift, fo no man is born an An. 
gler) I thought fit to give thee this notice. 

When I have told the Reader, that in this fifth 
Impreffion there are many enlargements , gathered 
both by my own obfervation,and the communicati- 
on with friends, I (hall ftay bim no longer than to 
wifh bima rainy evening to read this following, 
Difcourfe 5 and that (if be be an boneft Angler} 
the Eaft wind may never blow when he goes a 
Fifhing. . 


on hisSCompleat Angler, 


: Rafmus in his learned Colloquies 

__§C) Has mixt fome toys, that by varieties 
"le might entice all Readers: for in him 
Each child may wade,or talleft giant {wim. 


And fuch is this Difcourfe:there’s none fo low, . 


Or highly learn’d,to whom hence may not flow 
Pleafure and information: both which are 
Taught us with fo much art,that I might fwear 
Safely, the choiceft Critick cannot tell, 
Whether your matchlefs judgment moft excell 
In Angling or its praife : where commendation 
Firft charms,then makes an art a recreation. 
*Twas fo to me:who fa the chearfulSpring 
PiGur’d in every meadow heard birds fing - 
Sonnets in every grove,faw fifbes play 
Inthe cool cryftal ftreams,like lambs in May: 
And they may play,till Anglers read this books 
But after, *tis a wife fifh fcapesa book. 


Fo Floud, Mr.of Arts. oe 


To 


a yy dear Brother Mr Izaak Walton, up-. 


eee 


imams 3 ia aaa a 


To the Reader of the Compleat Angler. 


i ( gaveit 
4 Irft mark the Title well 5 my Friend that 
Has made it goodsthis book deferves to have 
For he that views it with judicious looks, (it. 
Shall find it full of art, baits,lines and books. 
The world the river is , both you and I, 
And all mankind are either fifh or fry : 
If we pretend to reafon, firft or laf 
His baits will tempt us, and his hooks hold faft. | 
Pleafure or profit,either profe or rhime, 
If not at farft,will doubtlefs take’s in time. 
Here fits in fecret bleht Theelogy, 
Waited upon by grave Philofopby, 
Both aatural and moral , Hiftory 
Deck’d and adorn’d with flowers of Poetry, 
The matter and expreffion ftriving which 
Shall moftexcell in worth, yet not feem rich ; 
There is no danger in his baits,that book, 
Wiil prove the fafeft,that is fureft took. 
Nor are we caught alone,but (which is beft) 
We fhall be wholfom, and be toothfom dreft : 
Dreft to be fed,not to be fed upon ; 
And danger of a furfeit here is none. 
: The folid food of ferious Contemplation 
‘ Is fauc’d here with fuch harmlefS recreation, 
7 That an ingenuous and religious mind 
‘Cannot inquire for more than it may find, 
Ready 


y at once prepar’d, either t’ excite 
Or fatisfie a curious appetite. ; 
More praife is due 5 for *tis both pofitive 
d truth,which once was interrogative, 
And utter’d by the Poet then in jeft, 

Et pifcatorem pifcis amare poteft. 


Ch.Harvie. Mr.of Arts 


Jo my dear Friend, eMr. 1z. Walton, in 
praife of Angling, which we beth love. 


be a 
Own by this fmooth ftreams wandring 
Dados & perfum’d with the pride(fide, 
Of Flora’s Wardrobe,where the thrill 
Aerial Quire exprefS their skill, 
Firft in alternate melody, 
And then in Chorus all agree. 
Whilft the charm’d fith, as extafi’d 
With founds,to his own throat deni’d, 
Scorns his dul! Element,and {prings 
Vth’ air,as if his Fins were wings. 
Tishere that pleafures {weet and high 
j Proftrate to our embraces lye. 
Such as to Body,Soul or Fame 
Create no ficknefS,fin or fhame. 
Rofes not fenc’d with pricks grow here, 


No 


, 


ee Spe 


No fling to,th? Hony-bag is near. 
But (what’s perhaps their prejudice >) 
They difficulty want and price 

An obvious Rod,a twift of hair, 
With hook hid in an infect, are 
Engines of {port,would fit the with 
o’th’ Epicure and fill his dith. 

In this clear ftream let fall a Grub. 
And ftraight take up a Dace or Chub. 


Ith® mud your worm provokes a Snig, 


Which being faft,if it prove big 
The Gotham folly will be found 


Difcreet,e’re ta’ne the muft be drown’d.. . 
The Texch (Phyfician of the Brook) 


In yon dead hole expects your hook, 
Which having firft your paftime been, 
Serves then for meat.or medicine. 
Ambuth’d behind that root doth ftay 
A Pike, tocatch and be a prey- 


The treacherous Quill in this flow ftream 


Betrays the hunger of a Bream. 


And at that nimbler Ford, (no doubt ) 
Your falfe flie cheats a fpeckled, Trout. 
When you thefe creatures wilcly chufe 


To practife on,which to your ufe 
Owe their creation, and when | 


Fith from your atts do refcue men>_ Boas 


To plot,delude, and circumvent, -~ 
Enfnare and fpoil,is innocents - 


eee 
4 


yy thefe.cryftal ftreams you may 

vferve acontcience clear as they; 

‘and when by fullen thoughts youfind 
Your haraffed, not bufied ,mind ee 

Jn fable melancholy clad, 

Diftemper’d,{erious, turning fad 5 5B 
Hence fetch your cure,caftin your bait, | ; 
All anxious thoughts and cares will ftraight - " 
Fly with fuch fpeed,they’l feem to be 


Poffelt with, the Hydrophobie. / 
The waters calmnefs in your breaft, 
And{moothnefs on your brow fhall reft. i 


* Away with {ports of charge and noife, — | 
And give me cheap and filent joys, 
Such as Adieons game purfue, 
Their fate oft makes the Tale feem true, \ 
The fick or fullen Hawk to day 
Flyes not 5 to morrow,quite away. 
Patience and Purfe to Cards and Dice 
Toooftare made a facrifice : : 
The Daughters dower,th’ inheritance 
_ O'th’ fon,depend on one mad chance. 
_ The harms and mifchiefs which th’abufe 
Of wine doth every day produce, 
: vee good the Doétrine of the Turks, 
hat in each grape‘a devil lurks. 
by yon fading faplefs, tree, 
Bout which the Ivy twin’d you fec, 
His fate’s foretold who fondly places 
His blils in. womans foft embraces,» ) ("7 
dedi , B All 


All pleafires,but the Anglers, bring 

Vth’ tai) repentance likea fting. r 
Then on thefe banks let me fit down, 

Free from the toilfom Sword and Gown, » 

And pity thofe that do affect 

To conquer Nations and protect. 

My Reed affords fuch true content, 

Delights fo {weet and innocent, 

As feldom fall unto the lot 

Of Scepters,though they’r juftly got. 


I 649s Tho.Weaver, Mr.of Arts, | 


To the Readers of my woft ingenuousEriends 
Book, The Compleat Angler. 


- He that both knew and writ the lives of men, 
Such as wert once, but muft not be agen - 
WitnefS his matchlefs Donne and Wotton, by 
Whoft aid he could their fpeculations try : 

He that convers’d with Angels, fuch as were 
Ouldfworth and Featly, each a fhining ftar 
Shewing the way to Betblem ; each a Sainti 
(Compar’d to whom ourZelots now Lut paint) 

He that our pious and Jearn’d Morley knew, 
And from him fack’d wit and devotion too: 

Fie that from thefe fuch excellencies fetch’d, 

(reach'd ; 

.. Phat He could tell how high and far they 

s -- . What 


what learning sa ytter a th’other had; 
And in what feveral drefs cach foul was clad. 
Reader,this HE, this Fifverman comes forth, 
ai’ ( worth, 
And in thefe Fifhers weeds would throud his 
Now his mute Harp is on a Willow hung, 
with which when finely toucht, & fitly ftrung, 
He could friends paffions for thefe times allay 5 
Or chain his fellow- Anglers from their prey. 
But now the mulick of his pen is ftill, 
And he fits by a brook watching a quill : 
Where witha fixt eye,and a ready hand, 
He ftudies firft to hook,and then to land 
Some Trout,or Pearch,or Pikesand having done, 
Sits on a Bank,and tells how this was won, 
And that efcap’d his hook ;_ which with a wile 
Did eat the bait,andF ifherman beguile.(thrown, 
Thus whilft fome vex they from their lands are 
He joys to think the waters are his own, 
And like the Dutch, he gladly can agree 
To live at peace now, and havefi(bing free. 


April 3. 1650. Edu. Powel,Mr.of Arts, 
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. To my dear Brother, Mr. {z. Walton 
on bis Compleat Angler. | 


Te Book is fo like you,and you like it, 

For harmle(s Mirth, Expreffion,Art&¢ Wirt, | 

That I proteft: ingenuoully “tis true, 

I love this Mirth, Art, Wit, the Book and You. 
Sage Rob.Floud, C. | 


Clariffimo amiciffimog; Fratri, Domino 
Yfaaco Walton, Artis Pifcatoriz peri- 
tiffimo, 


“U Nicus eft Medicus reliquerum pifcis, & iftis 
Fas quibus eft Medicum tangere,certa falus. 
Hic typus eft Salvatoris mirandus Fefn, 
bLitera myfterium qualibet bujus babet. 
C txsens 
Hunc cupio, bune capia ( bone frater Arundinis) 
q Solveret bic pro me debita, teque Deo. 
Pifcis is efte& pifcator (mibi credito ) qualem 
Vel pifeatorem pifcis amare velit. 


q Mat. 17. 27. the biy dus Pifeis. 
laft_ words of the Tinos Fels. 
Chapter. x, Xetsds Chriftu, 

3 @:8 Dei. 


vp Vids Filiw. 
¢ ealip Salvator. 


‘Henry Bayley, Artinm Magifter. 


i 


4 Virwm optimum, & Pifcatorem. peri+ 


~ ciftimum, | faacumWaltonum. 


agifter artis dotie Pifcaterie, 
Waltone falve, magne dux arundinis, 
_Seutu redutia valle folus ambulas, 
Preterfluentes interim obfervans aquas, 
Seu forte puri ftans in amnis margine, 
Sive in tenaci gramine & vipa fedens, 
Fallisperita [quameum pecus manu; 
Ore beatum! qui procul negotiis, 
Forig; & urbis pulvere & ftrepita carens, 
Extraq; turbam, ad lene manantes aqua 
Vagos bonefta fraude pifces decipis. 
Dit ciesera ergo pene gens mortalium 
Aut retia invicem fibi & technas ftruunt, 9 
Dotis; ut hamo, aut divites capt ant fenés, 
Gregi natantim tu interim nettis dolos, 
Voracem inefcas advenam hamo lucium, 
Avidamve percam parvulo alburno capis, 
Aut verme ruffo, mufcula aut truttam levi, 
Cautumue cyprinum, & fere indocilem capt 
Calamog; linog, (ars at hunc fuperat tua ) 
Medicamve tincam, gobinm aut efca trabis, 
Gratum palato gobium,parvum licet, 
Predamve, non eque falubrem barbulum, 
Etfi gmpliorem, & myftace infignem gravi. 
He fant tidi artes, dum annus & tempus finunt, 
 Etnulla tranfit abfqs linea dies. 
: B 3 Nec 


3 


Nec fola praxis, fed theoria & tibi 

Nota artis bujus ; unde tu fimal bonus 

Pifeator, idem & feriptor ; & calami potens 
Usriusgs necdnm & itins, & tamen fapis. 

Ut bamiotam nempe tironem inftruas,' f 
Stylo eleganti fertbis en Halieutica ; 
Oppianus alter, artis & methodumtue, 
Precepta promis rite pifeatoria, 

Varias & efcas pifcium,indolem,& genus. 

Nec tradere artem fat putas pifcariam, 

(Virtutis oft & bec tamen quedam Schola 
Patientiamg, e& temperantiam docet ) 
Documenta quin majora das, & regulas 
Sublimioris artis, & perennia 

Monimenta morum, vite & exempla optima ; 
Dum tu profundum feribis Hookerum, & pium 
Donnum ae difertum, (antium & Herbertum,{a- 
Vatem 5 bos videmus nam pexicillotuo — (.crum 
Graphice, & perita, Mace, depitios manu. 

Poft fata fatios hofce per te Virbios 

O qua voluptas eft legere in feriptis tuis ! 

Sic tu libris nos, lineis pifces capis, 

Mufifqs litterifq, dum incumbis,licet 

Intentus hamo, interqs pifeandum ftudes. 


Aliud 


a id Ifaccum Waltonnms, virum & Pif- 


catorem optimum, 


SACE, Matie bac arte pifeatoria 5 
Hise arte Petrus Principi cenfum dedit 5 
Hic arte Princeps nec Petro multo prior, 
Tranquillus ille,tefte Tranquillo, Pater 
Patrie, folebat recreare fe lubens 
Auguitw, bamo inftrudius ac arundine, 
Tu nunc, Amice, proximum clari es decus 
Poft Cafarem hami, gentis ac Halientice: 
¢ 0 Profeffor artis baud inglorie, 
Dotior Cathedra,perlegens Pifcariam! 
Ne tuMagifter, & ego difcipulustuus, 
Nam candidatum ¢ me ferunt arundinis ) 
‘ocium bac in arte nobilem Nadi fumus. 
uid amplius, Waltone, nam dict poteft ? 
md hamiotaDominus en orbis fuit! 


‘ 


Jaco. Dup. D. De 
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‘COMPLEAT ANGLER: 
Bed: OR, THE ‘ 
‘Contemplative MAN'S 
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Basic PA ROT ‘I, 
TT enamel Silat lita 
ra CA Be, 


‘AGonference betwixt an Angler, 4 Faulk- 
| mer,.<xd 4 Hunter, each commending — 
baa aye his Recreation. 
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a YO|s19 01 PISCATOR. 
lly AUCEPS. 
Pifes S SE Ou are well overtaken, Gen- 


tlemen , a good morning to 
= you both; I have ftretched 

Bek > my legs up Tottenbam-bill 
| 8EQZZ to overtake you, hoping 
your bufinefs may occafion you towards Ware 
whether Iam going this fine, frefh wie aap 
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Che Compleat angler. Part. 7 


Venat. Sir, I for my part fhall almoft an. 
{wer your hopes , for my purpofe is to drink 
my mornings draught at the Tbatcht Houfe in 
Hodfden, and 1 think not toreft till T come thi. 
ther, where I have appointed a friend or two 
to meet me : but for this Gentleman that you 
fee with me, I know not how far he intends his | 
journey; he came fo lately into my company, 
that I have fcarce had time to ask him the que. 
ftion. i 

Auceps. Sir, 1 thall by your favour bear you 
company. as far as Theobalds , and-there leave | 
you, for then I turnup toa friends houfe who 
le yah for me, which 1 now long to 

m 
 Venat, Sir, we ateall fo happy as to have a | 
fine, freth,;cool morning , and 1 hope we thall 
each be the happier in the others company. And 
Gentlemen, that I may not lofe yours, I fhall 
either abate or amend<my pace to enjoy it; 
knowing that(asthe Italians fay )Good company 
ina Fourney makes the way to feem the fhorter. — 

Auceps. \t may do fo Sir, with the help of 
good diftourfe , which methinks we may pro- 
mifé from you -that, both ‘look and {peak fo 
‘chearfully.: and for my part 1 promife you, as 


an invitation to it, that Twill be as free and o- 
-penhéarted.; as difcretion will allow me to be 
with tirangers. 


Vensiand Sir, I promife the like. ! » 
‘i »Pifc. 
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‘pifee Lam right glad to hear your anfwers, 
“andinconfidence you fpeak the truth, I thall 
Sut ona boldnefs to ask you Sir, Whether bu- 
finels or pleafure caufed you to. be {0 early up, 
walk fo faft, for this other Gentleman hath 
declared he is going to {ee a Hawk, thata friend 
news for him. 
Ven. Sit mine isa mixture of both,a little 
and more pleafure, for I intend this 
day todo all my bufinefs, and then beftow anos 
er day or twoinhunting the Otter, which a 
fiend that J go to meet, tells me,is much plea- 
fanter than any other chafe whatfoever 3 howe 
fever 1 mean totry it; for to morrow more 
ning, we fhall meet a pack of Otter dogs of xo- 
ble Mr Sadlers upon Amwell bill > who will 
be there fo early , that they intend to prevent 
the Sun-rifing. 
| Pifc. Six,. my fortune has anfwered my de- 
,and my purpofe is to beftow a day or two - 
a helping to deftroy fome of thofe Villanous 
a for I hate them perfectly, becaufe they 
‘Tove fith fo well, orrather, becaufe they de- 
roy {0 much 3 indeed fo much, that in my 
judgment all men that keep Otter-dogs ought to 
have penfions from the King to encourage them 
to deftroy the very breed of thofe bafe Otters, 
they do fo much mifchief. ; 
__ Ven. But what fay you to the Foxes of the 
ion, would not you as willingly have them 


de- 
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deftroyed ?:for doubtlefs they do'as much mif 
chief as Otters'do. : 
~ Pife.. Oh Sirsif they do, it is not fo much ty 
meiand my fraternity as thofe bafe Vermine thy 
Otsersdo. 1 , mei 

» Auc. Why Sir, 1 pray, of what Fraternity 
are you, that you are fo angry’ with the poor 
Ostiry..100 io ot si : 

©. Pife. Tam (Sir) a brother of the Angle, and 
therefore an enemy to the Otter: for you are 
to note, that we Anglcts all love one another, 
and therefore do'l* hate the’ Otter both for my 


own and for their fakes who are of my brother- 


hood. 001 

~»Wen: And'¥am a ‘lover of Houndss1 have fol- 
lowed many'a'pack of dogs many amile, and 
heard many-therry honcfmen make fport and 
fcoffat Anglers. 

~ohAue. Nad'l'profels my (elf a’Faulkner, and 
haveiheard many grave, ferious men pity them, 
*tis fach’a heavy, contemptible, dull recreati- 
end) S)inood lion 

-» Pife.’ You’Know ‘Gentlemen; ’tis an eafie 
thing tofcoff atany Art or Recreation; a little 
wit mixt with’ i}l nature, confidence and malice 
will doit; but though they often venture bold- 
ly; yet’ they are often caught even in their own 


trap, according to that of Lucian, the father of 


the family‘of Scoffers. 
© CORP OVE Lie 


Lucian 


patel 
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well skill’ d in fcoffing, this bath writ, 
hat?s your folly which you think your wits 
4 vent oft,void both of wit and fear, 

ag another, when, your felf you jeer. 


to this, you. add what Solomon {ays of 
ers, that they are abomination to mankind, 
him that thinks fit {Coff on,and bea Scoffer 
but I account them enemies to me, and to 
at love vertue and Angling. 

nd for you that have heard many grave fe- 
men pity Anglers ; let me:tell you Sir, 
e be many men that are by others taken'to: 
¢rious and grave men, which we. contemn 
pity-Men that are taken to be grave,becaufe 
ure hath made them of a fowre complexion, 
ey-getting-men , men that {pend all their: 
‘time firftin getting, and next in anxious care’ 
ep it; men that are condemned to be rich, : 
then always bufie or difcontented:for thefe 
-rich-men, we Anglers pity them perfe@-' ; 
and ftand in no need to borrow they: 
ghts to think our {elves fo happy. No,no, 
we enjoy a contentednefs above the reach: 
ich difpolitions, and as the learned and in- 

ous * Mowutagne {ayes like him-* in Apol,fort! 

freely, [| “When my Cat and I Ra. Sebeudes 
ertain cach other with mutual apith tricks! 
paying with a garter, ). who knows but: 

ty e Oke ‘that: 


‘| 


e 


\ 
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“chat I make myCat more fport than fhe make 
‘me ?thall I conclude her to be fimple , that 
thas her time to begin or refufe to play as freely 
‘as I my felfhave ? Nay, who knowes butt that 
“it is a defect of my not underftanding he 
‘language (for doubtlefs Cats talk and:rea, 
‘fon with one another)that we agree no better; 
‘and who knows but that (he pitties me for be. 
‘ing no wifer,than to play with her,and laughs 
‘and cenfures my follie for making {port for her 
‘when we too play together? 

Thus freely {peaks Mountaigne concerning 
Cats, and I hope I may take as great a liberty 
to blame any man,and laugh at him too let him 
be never fo grave,that hath not heard what 
Anglers can fay in the juftitication of their Art 
and Recreation; which I may again tell you is 
fo full of pleafure, that we need not borrow 
their thoughts to think our felves happy- 

Venat. Sir, you have almoft amazed me, fot 
though I am no fcoffer,yet I have(I pray let me 
{peak it without offence) alwayes looked upon 
Anglers as more patient and more fimple men, 
than I fear I thall find you to be. 

Pife. Sir, 1 hope you will not judge my car- 
neftnefs to be impatience: and for my fimplici-| 
ty, if by that you meana harmle(nels, or that 
fimplicity which was ufually found in the pri- 
mitiveChriftians,who were (as mofk Anglers 
are.quict men, and followers of peace 5 ” 

that 
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re fo fimply-wile , as not to fell their. 
gences to buy riches, and with them ve- 
yand a fear to dic, If you mean fuch fim- 
ple men as lived in thofe times when there were 
fewer Lawyers ? when men might have had. a 
Lordthip fafely conveyed to them ina piece of 
Parchment no bigger than your hand, (though 
feveral fheets will not do it fately in this wifer 
-age)i fay Sir, if you take us Anglers tobe fuch 
funple men as I havefpoke of, then my felfand 
thofe of my profeifion will be glad to be fo un- 
derftood: But if by fimplicicy you meant to ex- 
pre(s a general defect in thofe that profefs and 
practife the excellent Art of Angling , Lhope 
in time to difabufe you,and make the contrary 
appear fo evidently , that if you will but have 
patience to hear me, I thall remove all the An- 
ticipations that difcourfe,or time, or prejudice 
have poffefs’d you with againft that laudable 
andancient art ; for I know it is worthy the 
knowledge and pratiifé of a wife man. 
~ But(Gentlemen jthoug!nI be able todo this, 
Tam not fo unmannerly as to ingrofs all the dif- 
courfe to my felfiand therefore,you two having 
declared your felyes , the.one to be a lover of 
_ Hawks ,the other of Hounds,\ (hall be moft glad 
tohear what you can fay in the commendation of 
creation which each of you love and 
if€; and having. heard what you can fay, 
be glad to exercife your attention with 
what 


_aions cutithefuid air, -and.fo makes her hig 
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what I can fay concerning my ownRecreation & 
Art ofAngling,and by this means,we fhall mak, 
the way tofeem the fhorter: and if you like my 
motion, would have Mr. Faulkner to begin. 

Auc. Your motion is confented to with al 
my heart, and to teftifie.it, 1 will begin as you 
have defired me. ' 

And firft, for the Element that I ufe to trade 
in,which is the Airan Element of more worth 
than weight,an Element that doubtlefs exceeds 
both the Earth and Waters for though I fome. 
times deal in both.yet the Air is moft properly 
mine, 1 and my Hawks ufe that moft , and it 
yields us moft recreation + it flops not the high 
foaring of my noble generous Falconsin it fhe af 
cends to fach an height,as the dulleyes of beats 
and fith are not able to seach tostheir bodies are 
too grofs for fuch high elevations:in the Air my 
troops of Hawks foar up.on high, and wher 
they are loft in the fight of men,then they attend 
upon and converfe with the gods, therefore | 
think my Eagle is {0 juftly ftyled, Foves fervan 
in Ordinary : and that very Falcon , that I am 
naw going to fee deferves no meaner a title, for 


fhe ufually in her flight endangers her felt, (luke 


the fon of Dedalus ) to have her wings fcorch’! 
by the Suns heat, fhe flyes fo near it, but het 
mettle makes her carele(sof danger, for hi 
thenheeds nothing, but makes her nimble Pi 


wa 


oe | 
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«the fieepeft mountains and deepeft ri- 
_and inher glorious carere looks with con- 
upon thofe high Steeples and magnifi- 
‘ent Palaces which we adore and wonder at ; 
ym which height I.can make her to defcend 
“py aword frommy mouth ( which fhe both 
knows and obeys ) to accept of meat from my 
‘hand, to own me for her Mafter, to go home 
with me, and be willing the next day to afford 
me the like recreation. . 
_ And more ; this Element of Air which I pro- 
fefs to trade in,. the worth of it is {uch, and it 
is of fuch neceffity, that no creature whatfoe- 
yer, not only thofe numerous creatures that 
feed on the face of the Earth, but thofe various 
creatures that have their dwelling within the 
waters, every creature that hath life in its no- 
firils ftands in need of my Element. The Wa- 
ters cannot preferve the Fith without Air, wit- 
nef the not breaking of Ice in an extream 
Froft ; the reafon is, fot thatif the infpiring, 
and expiring Organ of any animal be ftopt, it 
fuddenly yields to Nature, and dies. . Fhus ne- 
ceflary is Air tothe exiftence both of Fifh and 
Beafts, nay, even to Man himfelf 5 that Air or 
breath of life with which God at firft infpired 
_ Mankind, he, if he wants it, dies prefently, be- 
_ comes a fad object to all that lovedand be- | 
held him, and in an inftant turns to putre- © 
faction. 
tn Cc Nay 
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- Nay more, the very birds of the air, ( thofe | 
that be not Hawks ) are both fo many, and fo 
ufeful and pleafant to mankind, that I muft not _ 
let them pafs without fome obfervations : 
They both feed and refreth himsfeed him with | 
their choice bodies, and refreth him with their » 
Heavenly voices. I will not undertake to men- 
tion the feveral kinds of Fowl by which this is. 
done; and his curious palate pleafed by day, 
and which with their very excrements afford 
him a foft lodging at night. Thefe I will pafs 
by, but not thofe little nimble Muficians of 
the air, that warble forth their curious Ditties, 
with which Nature hath furnifhed them to the 
fhame of Art. 

- Asfirft the Lark, when fhe means to rejoyce ; 
to chear her felf and thofe that hear her, the 
then quits the earth, and fings as the afcends 
higher into the air, and having ended her Hea- 
venly imployment, grows then mute and fad to 
think the mutt defcend to the dull earth, which 
fhe would not touch but for neceffity. 

How do the Black-bird and Thraffel with) 
their melodious voices bid. welcome to the) 
chearful Spring, and in their fixed Months 
warble forth fuch ditties as no art or inftru-| 
ment can reach to? . 

_ Nay, the fimaller birds alfo do the like in 
their particular feafons, as namely the Leve- 
rock, the Tit-lark, thelittle Linnet,and the hey 
ee neft) 


: 
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| “pelt Robin, that loves mankind both alive and 


seal the Nightingale (another of my Airy 
Creatures ) breaths fuch fweet loud mufick 
out of her little inftrumental throat , that it 
might make mankind to think Miracles are not 
ceafed. He that at midnight ( when the very 
labourer fleeps {ecurely) fhould hear (as I have 
_ very often) the clear airs, the {weet defcants, 
the natural rifing and falling, the doubling and 
redoubling of her voice, might well be lifted a- 
bove earth, and fay 3 Lord, what Mufick haft 
thon provided for the Saints in Heaven, 
when thou affordeft bad men {uch mufick on 
Earth! 
_ And this makes me the lefs to wonder at the 
_many Aviaries in Italy, ox at the great charge 
of Varro his Aviarie, the ruines of which are 
yet to be feen in Rome, and is ftill fo famous 
there, that itis reckoned for one of thofe No- 
tables which men of forraign Nations either re- 
cord,or lay up in their memories when they re- 
tutn from travel. — 
This for the birds of pleafure, of which very 
much more might be faid. My next{hall be 
of Birds of Political us I think ’tis no to be 
doubted that Swallows have been taught to 
Carry Letters betwixt two Armies. But ’ tis 
certain that when the Turks befieged Malta or 
Rbades(1 now remember nat which *twas). Pé« 
C 2 geone 
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geons are then related to carry and recarry Let- 
ters.And Mr.G. Sandis in his Travels ( fol.269.) 
relates it to be done betwixt Aleppo and Babylon, 
But ifthat be disbelieved,’tis not to be doubted © 
that the Dove was {ent out of the Ark by Noab, 
to give him notice of Land,when to him all ap. | 
peared to be Sea; and the Dove proved a faith. 
ful and comfortable meffenger. And for the Sa.” 
‘crifices of the Law, a pair of Turtle Doves or 
young Pigeoxs were as well accepted as coftly | 
Bulls and Rams. And when God would feed 
the Prophet Elijah, ( 1 King.17. ) after a kind 
of miraculous manner he did it by Ravens,who 
‘brought him meat morning and evening.Laftly, 
the Holy Ghoft when he defcended vifibly upon 
our Saviour, did it by affuming the fhape of a! 
Dove.And,to conclude this part of my difcourfe, | 
pray remember thefe wonders were done by 
birds of the Air, the Element in which they | 
and I take fo much pleafure. 
There is alfo a little contemptible winged | 
Creature (an Inhabitant of my Aerial Element) | 
namely, the laborious Bee,of whofe Prudence,Po- 
licy and regular Government of their ownCom, 
monwealth I might fay much, as alfo of their 
{everal kinds, and how ufeful their honey and 
wax is both for meat and Medicines to man- 
kind; but I will leave them to their {weet la- 
. bour, without the leaft difurbance, believing 
| them to be all very bufie at this very time a- 
mongft 


worth, but we have alfo of an inferiour 
_. The Stanyel, the Ringtail. 

_. The Raven, the Buzzard, 4 

_ The forked Kite, the bald Buzzard. 
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amoftthe herbs and flowers that we fee nature 


ries forth this May morning. 


" And now to return to my Hawks from 


“whom Ihave made too long a digreffions you 
gre tonote, that they are ufually diftinguifhed 
“ynto two kinds; namely, the long-winged and 
the fhort-winged Hawk: of the firft kind, 


there be chiefly in ufeamongft us inthis Nati- 


on 
~The Gerfalcon and ferkin. 
“The Falcon and Taffel-gentel. 


| The Laner and Laneret. 

The Bockerel and Bockeret. 
The Saker and Sacaret, 

The Marlin and ack Marlin. 


The Hobby and Fack, ‘ 
_ There is the Stelletto of Spain. 


The Blond red Rook from Turky. 
_ The Waskite from Virginia. 


_ And there is of fhort-winged Hawks 
_ The Eagle and Iron. 

The Gofbawkand Tarcel. 

_ The Sparbawk and Musket. 

The French Pye of two forts. 


Thefe are reckoned Hawks of note and 


C 3 ~The 
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¢. ‘The Hen-driver, and others that 1 forbear to 
name. 

‘| Gentlemen, If Ifhould enlarge my difcour{e | 
to the obfervation of the Eires, the Brancher, 
the Ramijfb Hawk, the Haggard, and the two 
forts of Lentners, and then treat of their fevera} 
Ayries, their Mewings, rave order of cafting, | 
and the renovation of their Feathers; theirre- 
claiming, dyeting, and then come to their rare 
ftories of practice I fay, if 1 fhould enter into 
thefe, and many other obfervations that I could 
make,it would be much, very much pleafure to 
me: but left I fhould break the rules of Civili- _ 


— 


_ty with you, by taking up more than the pro- 


postion of time allotted to me, 1 will here | 
break off, and entreat you Mr.Venator, to fay 
what you are able in the commendation of 
Hunting, to which you are fo much affected, 
and if time will ferve, I will beg your favour 
for a further enlargement of fome of thofe feve- _ 


yal heads of which I have fpoken. But no more 


at prefent. | 
Venat.Well Sir,and I will now take my turn, | 
and will firft begin with a commendation of 
the'earth\as you have done moft excellently of 
the Air,‘ the Earth being that Element upon _ 
which I drive my pleafant, wholfom, hungry | 
trade, The Earthisafolid, {etled Element; 
an Element moft univerfally beneficial both to 
mati and beat? to: men who have their feveral | 
ahs } Re- 


a 


‘T would be prodigal of my time and your pati- 
east ; C 
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eeations uponit, as Horfe-races, Hunting, 
eters, Fptestu walks: The Earth foals 
, and all thofe feveral beafts that both feed 
him,and afford him recreation: What pleafure 
goth man take in hunting the ftately Stag, the 
nerous Buck, the Wild Boar the cunning Ot- 
ter, thecrafty Fox, and the fearful Hare ? And 
‘fl may de{cend toa lower Game? what plea- 
fare is it fometimes with Gins to betray the ve- 
ry vermine of the earth? as namely,the Fichat, 
the Fulimart,the Ferret,the Pole-cat,the Mould- 
warp, and the like creatures that live upon. the 
face,and within the bowelsof theearth. How 
doth the earth bring forth berbs, flowers and 
fruits, both for phyfick and the pleafure of man- 
kind @ and above all, to me at leafi,the fruitful. 
Vine, of which, when I drink moderately, it 
clears my brain, chears my heart, and fharpens 
my wit. How could Cleopatra have feafted 
Mark, Antony with eight Wild Boars roafted 
whole at one Supper, and other meat fuitable,if 
the earth had not been abountiful mother? But 
to pafs by the mighty Elepbant,whichthe earth 


_ breeds and nourifheth, and defcend to. the leaft 


ofcreatures,how doth the earth afford usa do- 


 @tinal example in the little Pifmireywho in the 


Summer provides and lays up her Winter pro- 
vifien, and teaches man to do the like?the earth 
feeds and carries thofe horfes that carry us. Tf 


ence 


keep our felves on earth,walk,and talk,and live,” 
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ence, what might not I fay in commendations 
of the earth? That puts limits to the proud ang 
raging Sea, and by that means preferves both 
man and beaft that it deftroys them not, as we 
{ee it daily doth thofe that venture upon theSea, 
and are there fhip-wrackt, drowned,and left to 
feed Haddocks; when we that are fo wife as to 


and eat,and drink, and goa bunting : of which 
recreation I will fay a little,and then leave Mr, 
Pifcator to the commendation of Angling. 
Hunting is a game for Princes and noble per- 
fons; it hath been highly prized in all Ages; 
it was one of the qualifications that Xexophon | 
befiowed on his Cyrus, that he wasa Hunter of 
‘wild ‘beafts. Hunting trains up the younger 
Nobility to the ufe of manly exercifes in their, 
riper age. What more manly exercife than bi. | 


ting the Wild Bore, the Stag, the Buck, the Fox 


‘or the Hare ? How doth it preferve health,and_ 


increafe ftrength and activity? - ! 
And for the Dogs that we ufe,who can com- 
mend their excellency to that height which they 
deferve ? How perfect is the Hound at fmell- 
ing, who never leaves or forfakes his firft (cent, 
but follows it through fo many changes and va- 
Yieties of other {cents,even over,and in the wa- 
ter, and into the earth? What mufickdoth a 
packof Dogs then make to any man, whofe 
heart and ears are fo happy as to be fet to the 
OREM Ole Ma ate "tune 
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fach infruments ? How will a right 
4. fix his eye on the beft Buck ina berd, 
‘te him out, and follow him, and him only 
throu sh a whole herd of Rafcal game, and fill 
nowand then kill him?For myHounds I know 
: ‘the language ofthem, and they know the Jan- 
e and meaning, of one another as_ perfectly 
gs. we know the voices of thofe with whom we 
difcoutfe datly. : 
. {might enlarge my felfin the commendati- 
on of Humting, and of the noble Hound efpeci- 
~aily,as alfo of the dociblenefs of dogs in general; 
and I might make many obfervations of Land- 
‘creatures, that for compofition, order, figure 
and conftitution, approach neareft to the com- 
pleatnefs and underftanding. of man ; efpecially 
- ofthofe creatures which Mofes in the Law per- 
mitted to the Jews, (which have cloven Hoofs 
and chew the Cud ) which I thall forbear to 
name, becaufe 1 will not be fo uncivil to 
Mr. Pifeator, as not to allow himatime for 
the commendation of Axgling, which he calls 


an Art; butdoubtlefs ’tis an ealie one: and Mr. 


‘Auceps, 1 doubt we fhall hear a watry dif- 
courfe of it, but 1 hope twill notbe a long 
ae 
Aue. And I hope fo too, though I fear 
it will, ae : ; ¥ 
Pi. Gentlemen; let not: prejudice prepof- 
 fefs you. I confefs my difcourfe is like to 
ae prove 
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Provefuitableto my Recreation calm and ¢ni, 
we feldom take the name of God into 9, 
mouths, but ir is either to praife him or pray tt 
him ; if others ufe it vainly in the midft of the} 
recreations, fo vainly as if they meant to cop, 
jure s I muft tell you,it is neither our fault No, 
our cuftom; we proteft againft it. Bur. 
pray remember I accufe no body; for as ; 
would not make a watry difcourfe, fo] woul 
Hot put toomuch vinegar into it; nor would] 
raife the reputation of my own Art by the di. 
Minution or ruine of anothers. And fo much 
for the Prologue to what I mean to fay. : 
And now for the Water, the Element that] 
trade ins The water is the eldeft daughter of the 
Creation,the Element upon which the Spirit of 
God did firftmove, the Element which God 
commanded to bring forth living creatures a 


_bundantly 5 and without which thofe that in 


habit the Land, evenall creatures that have 
breath in their noftrils muft fuddenly return to 
putrefaction. Mofes the great Law-giver and 
chief Philofopher, skilled in all the learning of 
the Egyptians, who was called the friend of 
God, and knew the mind of the Almighty, 
names this Element the firttin the Creation; 


this is the Element upon which the Spirit of 


God did firft move, and is the chief Ingredient 
in the Creation: many Philofophers have 
made it to comprehend all the other eet 

an 
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allow it the chiefeft in the mixtion of 
ng creatures. = Hae 8 3 
‘There be that profefs to believe that all bo- 
dies are made of water, and may be reduced 
‘ kk again to water only: they endeavour to 

niirate it thus, 

© Take aWillow (or any likefpeedy growing 

jant ) newly rooted in a box or barrel full of 
earth, weigh them altogether exaétly when 
the tree begins to grow, and then weigh all 
together after the tree is increafed from its firkt 
yooting to weigh an hundred pound weight 
‘more than when it was firft rooted and weigh- 
ed, and you hall find this augment of the tree 
tobe withoit the diminution of one dram 
weight oftheearth. Hence they infer this in- 
creafe of wood to be from water of rain,or from 
dew,and not to be from any other Element.And 
they affirm, they can reduce this wood back a- 
gain to water ; and they affirm alfo the fame 
may be done in any avimal or vegetable. And 
this I take to be a fair teftimony of theexcellen- 
cy of my Element of Water. i a 


Earth, Nay,the earth hath no fruitfulnefs with- 
"out thowers or dews:for all the berbs,and flowers, 
and fruit are produced and thrive by the water; 


tun under ground, whofe natural courfe carries 
them to the tops of many high mountains, as 
bee es we 


The Water is more productive than the 


and the very Minerals are fed by ftreams that: 
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_ we fee by feveral {prings breaking forth on 
tops of the higheft hills 5 and this is alfo w; 
nefled by the daily trialand teftimony of (ey, 
ral Miners. : 
.. Nay, theincreafe of thofe creatures that 
bred and fed in the water , are not only Mo, 
and more miraculous, ‘but more advantagio, 
toman , not only for the lengthning of his lig. 
but for the preventing of ficknefs 5 for ’tis qh 
ferved by the moft learned Phyficians, that th 
cafting off of Lent and other Fith-daig 
(which hath not only given the Lieto fo ny 
ny learned, pious, wife Founders of Colledgy 
for which we fhould be afhamed_) hath douh, 
_lefSbeenthe chief caufe of thofe many putrid, 
fhaking, intermitting, Agues, unto which thi 
Nation of ours is now more fubye@ than thof 
wifer Countries that. feed on Herbs , Sallets, 
- and plenty of Fith; of which it is obferved jj 
Story,, that the greateft part of the world now 
do. And it may be fit toremember that Mof 
(Lev,11.9. Deut. 14.9..) appointed Fith to b 
the chief diet for the beft Common-wealth tha 
ever yet was, nv 
And it is obfervable not only that there art 
fh, (as namely the Whale.) three times as bis 
asthe mighty Elephant, that is fo tierce it 
battel ; but that the mightiest Feafts have beet 
of Fith. The Romans inthe height of theit 
glory have made Fiththe mifirefs of all theit 
enters 
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ments; they have had. Mufick to‘ufher’ 4 
turgeons,Lampreys and Mullets, which 

would purchafe at rates rather tobe won- 

“red at than believed. He that (hall view the 
writings of Matrobius or Varro, may be con- 
“firmed and informed of this, and of the incre 

dible value of their Fith,and fifh-ponds. 

‘Bat, Gentlemen, { have almoft loft my felf, 
which I confefs 1 may eafily do in this Philofo- 

sical Difcourfe 5 I met with mot of it ver 
Jjately (and 1 hope happily) in a vontbechiee 
with a moft learned Phyfician, Dr.Wharton, a 
dear Friend 5 that loves:both me and my Age: ‘ 
of Angling.But however I will wade no deeper : 
in thefe myfterious Arguments,but pals to fuch 
Obfervations as I can manage with more plea- 
fare, and lefs fear of running intocrror. Buel 
muft not yet forfake the Waters,by whofe hel 

- we have fo many known advantages. ‘ 

And firft (to pafs by the miraculous cures 

_ of our known Batbs) how advantagious is the 
Sea for our daily Traffiqueswithout which w 

could not now fubfift? How does it not uly 
farnifhus with food andPhyfick for the viscies 
but with fuch Obfervations for the mind as in- 
genious perfons would not want ? 

i. ignorant had we been of the beauty ot 
Porence, of the Monuments,Urns,and Rarities 
2 he ede in, and near unto old and new | 

erg (fo many as it is faid will take up a years i 

time 


a 


that but for my Element of water the Inhabi- 
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time to view, and afford to cach of them bu. 
convenient confideration;) and therefore ig : 
not tobe wondred at, that fo learned andq 
vout aFather as St. Ferome,after his with to ha, 
feen Chrift in the flefh, andto have heard 
Paul preach, makes his third wifh,to bave fe 
Rome in her glory , and that glory is not yet 4 
loft,for what pleafure is it to {ee theMonumen,, 
of Livy, the choicelt of the Hiftorians : of Ty; 
ly, the beft of Orators; and to fee the Bay-trey 
that now grow out of the very Tomb of Virgii 
Thefe to any that love Learning muft be ple, 
fing. But what pleafare is it toa devout Chr, 
ftian to fee there the humble houfe in which §, 
Paul was content to dwell ; aud to view th 
many rich Steines that are there made in ho 
nour of his memory ?nay, to fee the very place 
in which St.Reter and he lie buried together) 
Thefe are in and near to Reme.And how much 
more dothit pleafe the pious curiofity of aChri- 
ftian tofeethat placeon which the bleffed Sa 
viour of the world was pleafed to humble him. 
felf, and to take our nature upon him, and to 
converfe with men: to fee Mount Sion, fers. 
Salem,and the very Sepulchre of our Lord Jefus? 
How may it beget and heighten the zeal of a 
Chriftian to fee the Devotions that are daily 
paid to him at that place? Gentlemen,left 1 for- 
get my felf I will ftop here, and remember you, 


tants 
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s poor Ifland muft remain ignorant 
ch things ever were,or that any of them 
pave yet 2 being 
™ Gentlemen,| might both enlarge and lofe my 
felf in fach like Arguments > I might tell you 
hat Almighty God is faid to have fpoken to a 
‘Pip, but never toa Beaft ; that he hath madea 
Whe le aShipto carryand fet his Prophet Fo 
nab fafe on the appointed fhore.- Of thefe I 
might fpeak, but 1 muftin manners break off , 
for 1fee Theobalds houfe. 1 cry you mercy for 
being fo long, and thank you for your patie 
ences : 

Auceps. Six,my pardon is eafily granted you: 
Lexcept againft nothing that you have faid 5 
neverthelefs, 1 muft part with you at this Park- 
wall, for which I am very forry + but I affure 
you Mr. Pifcator, I now part with you full of 
good thoughts , not only of your felf,but your 
Recreation. And fo Gentlemen,God keep you 
both. 

Pife. Wellnow Mr.Venator you (hall neither 

- want time nor my attention to hear you enlarge 
your Difcourfe concerning Hunting. 
 Veunat.Not I Sir, 1 semember you faid that 
Angling it {elf was of great Antiquity, and 2 
perfect Artjand an Art not eafily attained to; 
_ and you have fo won upon me in your former 
difcourfe, that I am very defirous to hear what 
Youcan fay further concerning thofe particulars. 
1 age. ; Pifc. 


( 
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- Pife. Sir, I did fay fo, and I doubt not by 
you and I did converfe together but a f 
hours, to leave you poffeft with the fame hi, 
and happy thoughts that'now poffefs me of 
not only of theAntiquity of Agling,but thar; 
deferves commendations, and that it is an A, 
and an Art worthy the knowledg and_ praqj 
of a wife man. 

Venat.PraySir,fpeak of them what you thiy 

fit, for welhave yet five miles to the Thatcy 

Houfe, during which walk,I dare promife yo, 
my patience’, and diligent attention (hall py 

be wanting. Andif you fhall make that to ay 

pear which you have undertaken, firft,that it; 

-an Art,and an Art worth the learning, I thy 
beg that I may attend you a day or two; 

fithing , and that I may become your Schola 

and be inflruéted inthe Art it felf which yo 

fo much magnifie. 

Pifé. OSir, doubt not but that Angling | 

an Art; isit not an Art to deceive a Tra 

with anartificial Flic? a Trout! that. is mop 

fharp fighted than any Hawk you have nam’ 

and more.watchfuland timorous than yo 

‘high mettled Marliz is bold ? and yet, I dou 

’ motto catcha brace or two to morrow, for 
friends breakfaft : doubt not therefore,Sir, bi 
‘that Augling isan Art,and.an Art vvorth you 
‘learning : the Queftion is rather, vvhether yo! 
-be capable of learning it ¢ for Angling ts fog 
, wil 
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, inclinations to it, though both may be 
‘eightned by difcourfe and practice, but he that, 
to be a good Angler muft not only. bring 
ing ; fearching, obferving wit; but he 
ring, a large meafure of hope and patience,. 
and a love and propenfity to the Art it felf 5 
but having once got and practis’d it,then doube 
pars but Angling will prove tobe fo pleafant, 
it will prove to be like Vertue, ¢ reward to 


= Venat. Sir,1 am now become {fo full of expe= 
Gation that I long much to have you proceed; 
and in the order that you propofe. ; 
| Pife. Then firlt,for the antiquity of Angling, 
‘of which I hall not fay much, but onely this; 
Some fay it is as ancient as Dencalions Floods 
others that Belzs, who was the firft Inventer of 
Godly and vertuous Recreations , was the firft 
‘Tnventer of Angling:and fome others fay(for for- 
rtimes have had their difquifitions about the 
igquity of it) that Seth, one of the Sons of A- 
fi, taught.it to his Sons , and that by them i¢ 
~Wasderived to pofterity:others fay, that he left 
~ it engraven on thofe pillars which he ereéted, 
tufted to preferve the knowledge of the 
thematicks, Mufick, and the xeft of that pre- 
us knowledge,and thofe ufeful Arts which by 
appointment or allowance and his noble 
uftry were thereby preferved from perifhing: 
ahs flood. D Thefle 


ety, men are to be born fo: I mean, | 
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Thefe, Sir, have been the opinions of fevera| 
men, that have poffibly endeavored to make 
Angling more ancient than is needful , or ma 
well be warranted 3 but for my part, fhall con. 
tent my {elf in telling you that Angling is much” 
more ancient than the Incarnation of our Savi. 
our 3 for inthe Prophet Amos mention is made 
of fib-books s and in the Bookof ob ( which 
was long before the days of Amos(for that book 
is faid to be writ by Mofés ) mention is made 
alfo of fifh-hooks, which muft imply Anglers in, 
thofe times. 

But, my worthy friend , as 1 would rathe 
prove my felfa Gentleman by being learned and. 
humble,valiant,and inoffenfive vertuous,and com, 
municable, than by any fond oftentation of ri. 
ches, or wanting thofe vertues my felf, boaf 

_ that thefe were in my Anceftors(and yet I grant 
that where a noble and ancient defcent and fuch 
merits meet in any man, it is a double dignit: 
cation of that perfon: ) So if this Antiquity o 
Angling, (which for my part I have not forced) 
{hall like an ancient family, be either an honow 
or an ornament to this vertuous Art which! 
profefs to love and practice, I thall be the glad- 
der that I'made an accidental mention ot th: 
antiquity of it;of which 1 fhall fay no more but 
proceed to that jut commendation which 
think it deferves. 


a 


— 
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d for that I thall tell you, that in ancient 
a debate hath rifen , ( and it remains yet 
alved ) Whether the happinefs of man in 
t s world doth confift more in Contemplation or 
hey 4 2. 
BE porving which fome have endeavoured 
to maintain their opinion of thefirft, by fay- 
ing, That the nearer we Mortals cometo God by 
way of imitation,the more happy we are. And they 
fay,That God exjoys himfelf only by a contempla~ 
tion of bis own infinitenef[e, Eternity, Power and 
Goodne{s,and the like. And upon this ground 
~ many Cloyfteral men of great learning and de- 
yotion prefer Contemplation before Adion, And 
many of the fathers feem to approve this opi- 
nion,as may appear in theirCommentaries upon 
the words of our Saviour to Martha, Luke 10. 
41,42. | : 
» Andon the contrary, there want not men of 
equal authority and credit, that prefer action to 
be the more excellent,as namely experiments iz 
Phyfick and the application of it,both for the eafe 
_ ahd prolongation of mans lifesby which each man 
enabled to act and do good toothers 5 either 
ferve his Countrey, or do good to particular 
ms; and they fay alfo, Ibat atiion is Do- 
}, and teaches both art and vertue. andis @ 
ainer of humane fociety, and for thefe,and 
like reafons to be preferred before. com- 


D2 Concerning 
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Concerning which two opinions I fhall for. 

bear to add a third by declaring my own,anq 

, reft my {elf contented in telling you (my ve. 

ry worthy friend) that both thefe meet toge. 

ther, and do moft properly belong to the mof 

Lone enerard amie harmlefs art of Ang. 

ing, | 

And firft,J thall tell you what fome have ob. | 

ferved,(and 1 have found it to be a real truth) 

that the very fitting by the Rivers fide is not) 

‘ only the quieteft and fitteft place for contem- 

plation, but willinvite an Angler to it: and 

this feems to be maintained by the learned Per, | 
du Moulin, who (in his Difcourfe of the ful. 
filling of Prophefies.) obferves, that when God 
intended to reveal any future events or high 
notions to his Prophets, he then carried them 
either to the Defarts or the Sea-fvore, that ha- 
ving fo feparated them from amidft the prefs of 
people and bufine{s, and the cares of the world, 
he might fettle their mind ina quiet repofe,and 
there make them fit for Revelation. ; 
And this feemsalfo to be intimated by the 
Children of J/rael, ( Pfal.137.) who having in 
afad condition banifhed all mirth and mutick 
from their penfive hearts, and having hung up 
their then mute Harps upon the Willow-trces 
growing by theRivers of Babylon, fate down 
upon thofe banks bemoaning, the ruines of Si- 
on , and contemplating their own {ad conditi- 

. jon. And 
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n ingenuous Spaniard {ays,Tbat Rivers 
e Inhabitants of the watry Element were 
wife men to contemplate, andfools to 
without con{ideration. And though I will 
rank my felf in the number of the firft, yet 
sme leave to free my felf from the laft, by 
ng to youa fhort contemplation , firft of 
Rivers, and then of Fifh 5 concerning which I 
doubt not but to give you many obfervations 
that will appear very confiderable : 1 am fure 
‘they have appeared fo to me, and made many 
an hour pafsaway more pleafantly, as I have 
fate quietly on a flowry Bank by a calm River, 
and contemplated what I {hall now relate to 
you. 
~ And firft concerning Rivers 5 there be fo ma- 
“ny wonders reported and written of them, and 
of the feveral Creatures that be bred and_ live 
inthems and,thofe by Authors of fo good cre- 
‘dit, that we need not to deny them an hiftori- - 
aith. 
~ As namely of aRiver in Epirus, that puts out 
any lighted Torch, and kindles any Torch that 
‘was not lighted. Some Waters being drank 
le madnefs, forne drunkennefs, and fome 
ter to death. The River Selaras ina few 
Ours turns a rod or wand to ftone: and our 
Cambden mentions the like in England,and the 
€in Lochmere in Ireland. There isalfoa Ri- 
‘in Arabia,ot which all the fheep that drink 
“D3 thereof 


—-300- Khe Compleat Angler, Party 
thereof have their wool turned into a Vermj. 
lion colour. And one of no lefS credit than Ari. 
ftotle,tells us of a merry River, (the River Elafi. 
wa) that dances at the noife of mufick, for with 
mufick it bubbles, dances and grows fandy. 
and focontinues till the mufick ceafes, but 
then it prefently returns to its wonted calmneg 
and clearnefs. And Cambden tells us of a Well 
near to Kerbyin W’cjtmoreland, that ebbs and 
flows feveral times every day: and he tells us 
of a River in Swrry(it iscalled Mole )that after 
it has run feveral miles, being oppofed’ by hills, 
finds or makes it felfa way under ground,and 
breaks out again fo far off, that the Inhabitants 
thereabout boat, (as the Spaniards do of their 
River Anus )that they feed divers flocks of theep 
upon a Bridgé. And laftly,for I would not tire 
your patience, one of no lefSauthority than 7o- 
fepbus that learned Jew, tells us of a River in 
Fudea, that runs {wiftly all the fix days of the 
week, and ftands ftill and refts all their Sab. 
bath 
But I will lay afide my Difcourfe of Rivers 
and tell you fome things of the Monfiers, or 
Fifth, call chem what you will, that they breed 
and feed inthem. Pliny the Philofopher fays, 
(in the third Chapter of his ninth Boo’ ) that 
in the Indian Sea, the fith call’d the Balewa ot 
Whirle-Pool is fo long and broad,as to take up 
more inlengthand bredth than two Acres of 
ne ground, 
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d of other fith of two hundred cubits 
that in the River Gauges, there be 
irty foot long. He fays there, that 
Monfters appear in that Sea only, when 


15 falling from the Rocks into it, and fo 
g what lay at the bottom to be feen on 
the waters top. And he fays, that the people 
of Cadara (an Ifland near this place) make the 
- rimber for their houfes of thofe Fifh-bones.He 
there tells us,that there are fometimesa thoufand 
"of thefe great Eclesfound wrapt, or interwo- 
yen together. He tells us there, that it appears 
that Dolphins love mufick,and will come,when 
call’d for, by fome men or boys,that know and 
ufetofeed them, and that they can {wim as 
fwift as an Arrow can be fhot out a Bow, and 
muchof this is {poken concerning the Dol- 
ingand other Fifh , as may be found alfo in 
leatned Dr. Cafawbons Difcourfe of Credulity, 
and Incredulity,printed by him about the year 
1670. 
_ Iknow, we Manders are averfe tothe belief 
_ of thefe wonders: but,there be fo many ftrange 
_ Creatures tobe now feen (many collected by 
it Tredefcant,and others added by my friend 
¢ Afpmole ¥.{q,who now keeps them care- 


2 


ambeth near London) as may get fome belief 
fome of the other wonders{ mentioned. I 
D 4 will 


eftuous winds oppofe the Torrents of . 


and methodically at his houfe near to. 


; 


: 
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- now fee, and not ti!l then believe, unlefs yo, 


Lord, who hath praife enough,nay,who bath any! 


will tell you fome of the wonders that you ma, 
think fit, | 
* You may there fee the Hog-fifh, the Dog-fip, 
the Dolphin, the Cony-Fifh, the Parrot-fifh, the 
Shark, the Poyfon-fifh, fword-fifh and not only ¢. 
ther incredible fifh'! but you may there {ce ¢h, 
Salamander, {evera\ forts of Barnacles, of Solq, 
Geefe, the bird of Paradife,fach forts of Snakes 
and fuch birds-nefts, and of fo various forms 
and fo wonderfully made, as may beget won, 
der and'amufement in any beholder : and § 
many hundred of ‘other rarities inthat Colle 
Gtion, as will make the other wonders I {pake 
ofthe lefs incredible 3 for, you may note, tha 
the waters are natires ftore-hoite, in which th 
Jocks up her wonders. OUR! 
” But, Sir, lefithis Difcourfe may feem tedi. 
ous,f fhall give it a {weet conclufion out of tha 
holy Poet Mr.George Herbert his ‘Divine Cor 
templation on GodsProvidence. 


Ctbem, 


None can exprefs thy works, buthe that knom 


And none can know thy works, they are fo many, 
And fo compleat, but only be that ows then. 


We 


owledg both thy power and love 
gii,tranfcendent and divine } 
fo ftrangely and fo fweetly move, 


a5 5 


(thine. 
all things bave their end, yet none bue 


fore, moft facred Spirit, I here prefent 
ind all my fellows, praife to thee ; 
t it is that I fhould pay the rent, 


¢ the benefit accrues to me. 
a 


as concerning Fifh in that Pfalm, ( Pfal 
‘wherein for height of Poetry and Won-. 
he Prophet David feems even to exceed 
felf, how doth he there exprefs himfelf in 
¢ Metaphors, even to the amazement of a 
plative Reader, concerning the Sea,the 
and the Fif) therein contained ? And 
reat Naturalift Pliny fays, Ibat Natures 
and wonderful power is more demonftrated 
ea than on the Land. And this may 
by the numerous and various Creatures 
iting bothin and about that Element ; as 
‘Readers of Gefner,Rondeletius ,Pliny,Au- 

t, Ari{totle,and others, may be demonftra- 
.E tI will {wecten this Difcourfe alfo out 


Dubartas in 
Be eys, the fefb di. 
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God quickued in the fea and in the rivers, 
So many Fifhes of fo many features, 

That in the waters we may fee all creatures, 
Even all that on the earth are to be found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drown’d, 
For feas (as well as skies) bave Sun,Moon,S tary, 
CAs well as air.) Swallows,Rooks, and Stares 
CAs well as earth.) Vines Rofes,Net:les, Meloy 
Mufbroms, Pinks, Gilliflowers,and many million 
Of other plants,more rare,more firange than the, 
As very fifbes living in the feas: 

As alfo Rams, Calves,Horfes,Hares and Hogs, 
Wolves, Urebins, Lions,Elephants and Dogs; 
Yea men and Maids ,and which I molt admire, 
The mitred Bifhop, and the cowled Fryer. 

Of which, Examples but a few years fince, 
Were foevwon the Norway and Polonian Prince, 


Thefe feem to be wonders, but have had f 
many confirmations from men of learning ani 
credit, that you need not doubt them 3 nor at 
the number, nor the vaxious thapes of filhe 
more ftrange or more fit for contemplation,tha 
_. their different natures,inclinations and aCtions 
concerning which I (hall beg your patient car: 
little longer. : ih Es 

The Cuttle-fifh will caft along gut out 
her throat, which (like as an Angler dol 
his line) fhe fendeth forth and pulleth in agai 

i 


Compleat Angler. 35 
wre, according as the fees fome ie 
enear to her; and the a os 
(being then hid inthe 7" ant 196 
Jets the finaller fith nib- frye oF 
ite the end of it,at which 

by little and little draws the fmaller 
ar to her, that fhe may leap upon her, 
n catches and devours her: and for this 
ee called this fith the Sea-An- 


age pets into a dead fithes hehe like 
ite dwells there alone, ftudying the 
nd weather , and fo turns her thell, that 
{ kesit defend her from the injuries that 
would bring upon her. 
is alfo a tith called by Avlian (in his 
‘of Living Creatures, Chap. 16.) the 
or Darling of the Seas fo called, be~ 
it is a loving and innocent fith, a fith that 
nothing that hath life,and is at peace with 
merous Inhabitants of that vaft wat- 
ment: and truly I think moft Anglers 
fpofed to mott of mankind. 
here are alfo luftiul and chaft fifhes, of 
thall give you examples. 
ft;what Dubartas {aycs of afith called 
6s which ( becaufe none canexpreffe 
than he does ) I fhall give you in his 
§ , fuppoiling it dea not have the lefs 
credit 
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creditfor being Verfe, for he hath gathe, 
this,and other obfervations out of Authors ¢}, 
havebeen great and induftrious fearchers jp 
the fecrets of Nature. ys 


The Adult’rous Sargus doth not only change 
Wives every day inthe deep ftreams, but( ftrang 
As if the bony of Sea-love delight _ 

Could not fuffice bis ranging appetite, 

Goes courting (he-Goats on the graffie (hore, 
Horning their busbands that had borns before, 


And the fame Author writes concerning ¢ 
Cantbarus, that which you fhall alfo hear in jj 
own words. 


But contrary ,the conftant Cantharus 

Is ever conftant to his faithful Spoufe, 
In nuptial duties Jpending bis chafte life, 
Never loves any but bis own dear Wife. 


Sir, but a little longer, and I have done. 
Venat. Sir, take what liberty you think fl 
fot your difcourfe feems*to be Mulick, a 
charms me to an attention. 
Pife. Why then Sir, will take a little liber 
to tell, or rather to remember you what is fl 
of Turtle-DovessFirft, That they filently plig 
their troth and marry 3 and that then, the Si 
viver fcorns ( as the Thracian women axe . 
a 0 
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live his or her mate, and this is ta- 
“truth, and if the furviver half 
e with another, thennot only the li- 
he dead, ( be it either the He or the 
enyed the zame and honour of atrue 


parallel this Land-Rarity, and teach 
d moral faithfulnefs, and to condemn 
at talk of Religion, and yet come fhort 
oral faith of fifth and fowl; Men that 
he Law aflirmed by Saint Pawl( Rom. 2. 
co be writ in their hearts, ( and which 
, fhall at the laft day condemn and 
em without excufe. ) I pray Dabartas 
to what Dubartas fings, (for ffth dy. 
ing of fuch conjugal faithfulne(s, will 
ick toall chaft cars ) and therefore I 
arken to what Dzbartas fings of the 


af love the Mullet bath no peers 
he Fifber hath furpriz’d her pheer, 
ith wo, tofhore (he follometh, 
onfort him both in life and death, 


ich treads any Hen, and then(contrary 
, tofeed or to cherifh his own 


is fenfelefs though they perith. 
et. And 


econtrary,What fhall I fay of the Hoxfe- 


an,the Partridge and Pigeon ) takes no 
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And ’tis confiderable , that the Hen ( whig 
becaufe the alfo takes any Cock, expects it no, 
who is fure the Chickens be her own, hath}, 
a moral impreffion her care and affection ; 
her own Brood more than doubled,cven to fyg 
a height, that our Saviour in expretfing his lo, 
to Ferufalem ( Mat. 23.37 quotes her for, 
example of tender affections as his Father h, 
done Job for a pattern of patience. 

And to parallel this Cock, there be divg 
fifhes that caft their Spawn on flags or fiong 
and then leave it uncovered, and expofedy 
‘Yl become a prey , and be devoured by Vermin 

} or other fifhes : but other fifhes (as namely th, 
' Barbel) take fuch care for the prefervation ¢ 
i: their feed,that(unlike to the Cock or the Czech) 
a they mutually labour ( both the Spawner an 
the Melter) tocover their Spawn with {and 
watch it, or hide it in fome fecret place unfiy 
quented by Vermine or by any Fith but them 
felves. 

Sir, thee Examples may, to you and othen, 
feem firange 5 but they are teftified fome ly 
Ariftotle, fome by Pliny, fome by Gefner, an 
by many others of credit, and are believed ant 
known by divers, both of wifdom and expert 
ence,tobea Truths and indeed are ( as I faid 
at the beginning) fit for the contemplation of 4 
moft{erious and a moft piousman, And doubts 
ic&S thismade the Prophet David fay, They tha 
occu) 
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mfelves iu deep waters fee the wonderful 
God : indeed fuch wonders and plea- 
as the land affords not. 

hat they be fit for the contemplation of 
t prudent , and pious , and peaceable 
ms to be teftifyed by the practife of fo 
devout and contemplative men, -as the 
chs and Prophets of old 5 and of the Apo- 
our Saviour in our latter times;of which 
, we are {ure he chofe four that were fim- 
er-men, whomhe infpired and fent to 
his bleffed Will to the Gentiles and in- 
bem alfo with a power to {peak all langu- 
id by their powerful Eloquence to beget 
athe unbelieving Fews : and themfelves 
er for that Saviour whom their fore fathers 
had Crucified, and, in their fufferingsto 
freedom from the incumbrances of theLaw, 
new way to everlafting life this was the 


hich choice,fome have made thefe Obfer- 
Se 
_ that he never reproved thefe for their 
yment or Calling , ashe did the Serébes 
¢ Mony-changers. And fecondly , he 
‘that the hearts of fuch men by nature 
ed for contemplation and quietneffe , 
ild, and fweet, and peaceable {pirits, as 
hott Anglers are : thefe men our bleffed 
(who is obferved to love to plant grace 
in 
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in good natures ) though indeed nothing be 
hard for him; yet thefe men he chofe to q 
from their irreprovable imployment of Fithin, 
and gave them grace to be his Difciples, and 
follow himand doe wonders,| fay four of twely 

And it is obfervable, that it was our Savioy, 
will, that thefe our four Fifhermen fhould ha 
a priority of nomination in the Catalogue 
his twelve Apoftles (Mat. 10. ) as namely fi 
St. Peter, St. Andrew, St. Fames and St. Foly 
and then the reft in their order. 

And it is yet more obfervable , that wh 
our bleffed Saviour went up into the Moun 
when he left the reft of his Difciples, and chq 
only three to bear him company at his Tray 
figuration , that thofe three were all Fifherme 
And it is to be believed,that all the other Ap 
ftles , after they betook themfelves to follo 
Ghrift, betook themfélves to be Fitherm 
too ; for itis certain that the greater number 
them were found together Fithing by Je 
after his Refurrection, as it is recorded in the? 
Chapter of St. Fobus Gofpel. 
- Andfince I have your promife to hear a 
with patience, 1 will takea liberty to look by 
upon an obfervation that-hath been made by@ 
ingenuous and learned man, who obférvest 
God hath been pleafed to allow thofe, whom! 
himfelf hath appointed to write his holy Wil 
holy writ,yet,to exprefs his Will in fach : 
P 
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their former affeCtions or praGice had. 
m to; and he brings Solomon for an 
who before his convertion was remark- 
grnally-amorous 3 and. after by Gods ap- 
nent wrot? that {piritualDialogue or holy 
s Love-fong(the Canticles betwixt God 
Church; (in which he fayes his beloved 
yes like the fih-pools of Hefbbon. ) 

d if this hold in réafon(as I fee none tothe 
ry, ) then it may be probably concluded, 
hat Mofes ( who, I told you before, writ the 
k of fob) and the Prophet Amos, who was a 
pherd, were both Anglers; for you thall in 
Old Teftament find Fifh-hooks, I think 
ice mentioned, namely , by meck Mofes 
nd of God, and by the humble Prophet 


2 


pcerning which laft, namely the Prophet 
Tthall make but this Obfervation , That 
t fhall read the bumble, lowly, plain tyle of 
ropbet, and compare it with the bighyglo- 
foquent fiyle of the Prophet Ifaiah( though 
¢ both equally true ) may eafily believe 
tobe, not only aShepherd, but a good- 
d, plain Fifher-man. 

ich I do the rather believe by comparing 
eCtionate, loving,lowly, humble Epiftles 
©; Peter,S, fames and S. fobn,whom we know 
il Fithers, with the glorious language 
Metaphors of $. Paul. who we may 
Was not. ee And 
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And for the lawfulne(s of Fifhing it m, 
very wellbe maintained by our Saviours big, 
ding St. Peter caft his hook into the water an, 
catcha Fith, for mony topay Tribute to Cy 
far. And let me tell you,that Angling is of hig, 
efteem, and of much ufein other Nations. 
that reads the Voyages of Ferdinand Mende, 
Pinto, {hall find,that there he declares to hay, 
found a King and feveral Priefts a Fifhing. 

And he that reads Platarch thall find,thy 
Angling was not contemptible in the days 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra, and that they jy 
the midft of their wonderful glory ufed Ang) 
ling as a principal recreation. And let me tj 

you, that in the Scripture, Angling is alway 
taken in the beft fenfe, and that though hun 
ing may be fometimes fo taken, yet it is by 
{eldom to be fo underftood. And let me ad 
‘this more, he that views the ancient Eccletrafif 
‘cal Canons, hall find Hunting to be forbidd 
to Church-men, as being a turbulent, toilfo 
perplexing Recreation; and hall find Axgli 
‘allowed to Clergy-men, asbeinga harmlefsk 
creation, ‘a recreation that invites them to ci 
templation and quietnefs. 

I might here enlarge my {elf by telling yo 
‘what commendations our learned Perkéus b 
fowes on Angling: and how dear a lov 
and great a practifer of it our'learned Dott 
Whitaker was, as indeed many others of a 
uN a! ea 
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webeen, But I will content my {elf 
nemorable men, that lived near to 
é,, whom I alfo take to.have been 
sto the Artof Angling, 
ie firlt is Doctor Nowel fometimes * 1550. 
the Cathedral ChurchofSt.* 
| London, where his Monument ftands 
faced, aman that in the Reformation 
enElizabeth( not that of Heary the VIII.) 
noted for his meck {pirit, deep learning, 
ceand piety, that the then Parliament 
Conyecation both, chofe, enjoyned and 
ed him tobe the man to make a Catechifm 
ablick ufe, fuch a one as fhould ftand as a 
x faith and manners to their pofterity. 
e good old man ( though he was very 
raed, yet knowing that God leads us not to 
eawen by many nor by hard queftions) like an 
melt Angler,made that good,plain, unperplesct 
techifm which is printed with our good old 
vice Book.I fay,this good man was a dear lo- 
and con{tant practicer of Angling, as any 
can produces and his cuftom watloferd 
es his fixt hours of prayer, ( thofe hours 
by command of the Church were enjoyn- 
Clergy, and voluntarily dedicated to des 
by many Primitive Chriftians:)I fay,bes 
fe hours, this good. man was obferved 
Rd a tenth part of histimein Anglingsand 
t 1 have converfed with thofe which have 
Po E 3 7 60R 
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converfed with him) to beftowa tenth part of 
his Revenue,and ufually all his fithamongft the 
poot that inhabited near to thofe Rivers in 
- which it was caught: faying often, That cha. 
rity gave life to Religion:and at his return to hig 
Houle would praife God he had {pent that day 
free from worldly trouble ; both harmlefly 
and ina recreation that becamea Church-man, | 
And this good man was well content, if not 
defirous, that pofterity thould know he was an 
Angler,as may appear by his PiGture,now to be 
{een,and carefully kept inBrafennofeColledge( to 
which he wasa liberal Benefactor ) in which 
PiGure he is drawn leaning ona Desk with his | 
Bible before him, and,\ on one hand of him his 
lines books, and other tackling lying ina round; 
and on his other hand are his Angle-rods of {c. 
veral forts: and by them this is written,7 hat he 
died. 13. Feb. 1601. being aged 95. years 4.4 of 
which be had been Dean of St. Pauls Church, and 
shat bis age bad neither impair'd bis bearing, nor 
dimm’ d bis eyes nor weak’ d his memory,nor made 
any of the faculties of bis mind weak or ufelefi. Tis 
faid that angling and temperance were grcat Cals 
fes of thefe bleffings, and I with the like to all 
that imitate him, and love the memory of fo 
good a man. 

My next and laft example {hall be that un- 
dervaluer of mony, the late Provoft of Ero 
Colledge,Six Heary Worton,(a man meen whol 
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e often fifh’d and convers’d ) aman whofe 
ign Imployments in the fervice of _ this 
igtion, and whole experience, learning, wit and 
 ghearfulnef made his. company to be efteemed 
one of the delights of mankind; this man, 
__ whofe very approbation of Angling were fuffi- 
cient to convince any modeft cenfurer of it, 
this man was alfoa moft dear lover, anda fre- 
quent practifer of the art of angling ; of which 
he would fay, *Iwas an imployment for bis idle 
time, which was then not idly ent: for angling 
was after tedious Study,¢ reft to bis mind,a chea- 
ver of bis fpirits, adiverter of {adunefi,a calmer of 
unquiet thoughts, moderator of paffions,a procu- 
rer of contentedne}: and that it begat babits of 
peace and patience in thofe that profefl'd and pra- 
dis‘d it.Indeed my friend, you will tind angling 
to be like the vertue of Humility, which hasa 
~ calmnefs of fpirit,and a world of other bleffings 
attending upon it. 
- Sir, This was the faying of that learned man, 
I do eafily believe that peace, and patience, 
d a calm content did cohabit in the chearful 
cart of Sir Henry Wotton,becaufe 1 know that 
when he. was beyond feventy years of age, he 
ade this defcription of apart of the prefent 
fare that poffefs’d him, as he fate quietly 
Summers evening ona bank a Fifhing ; it 
{Ctiption of the Spring, which, becaufe 
das foft and {weetly from his pen, as 
E that 
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that river does at this time by which it was then, 
made, I (hall repeat it unto you. " 
This day dame Nature feem’d in love: 
~The lujty fap began to move 5 

Frefh juice did ftir th? embracing Vines, 

And birds had drawn their Valentines, 

The jealoas Trout that low did lye, 

Rofe at.2 well diffembled fie 5 

There jtooa my friend with patient skill, 
Attending of bis trembling quill, 
Already were the eaves poffeft 
With the fwift Pilgrims dawbed neft : 
‘The Groves already did rejoyce, 
Tn Philomels trézmphing voice : 
The foowers were (hort, the weather mild, 
he morning fre(h,the evening (mild, 
Jone takes ber neat rub'd pail,and now 
She trips to milk the fand-red Cow 5 
Where, for fome fturdy foot-ball Swain, 
Jone firokes a fillibub or twain, 
The fields and gardens were befet 
With Tulips,Crocus, Violet, 
And now,tbough late,the modeft Role 
Pid more then half a blufh difclofe. 
“Thus all looks gay, and full of chear. 
-, Lo welcome the new livery’d year. 


“Thefe were the thoughts that then porte 
the undifturbed ‘mind of Sir Henry Wet ton.wil 
sa ; \ ; you 


dation of his happy life which he alfo 
rerfe ? viz. Fo. Davors Efg. Rast 


; ive harmlefly,and xear the brink, 
pe Trent or Avon havea dwelling places 
“Where Lmay fee my quill or cork down fink 

bp eager bite of Perch,or Bleak,or Dace: 
“And onthe world and my Creator think, 
F we fome men (rive ill gotten goods t’embraces 
d others fpend their time in bafe exceft 
wine,or worfe,in war and wantonnefs. 


en that Lift, thefe paftimes ftill purfue, 
in fuch pleafing fancies feed their fill, 
SoLthe fields and Meadows green may view, 
And daily by freth Rivers walk at will, 
Among the Dailies and the Violets blew. 
iacynth, and yellow Daffadil, 

ple Narciffus like the morning rayes 
Pale Gandergraffe,and azure Culverkeyes. 


—e 


t it bigher pleafure to bebold 

tely compaffe of the loftie skie, 

in the mid(t thereof (like burning gold) 

aming Chariot of the Worlds great eye, 

ry clouds that in the air up rol’d, 

ry kinds of painted colours flie, 

urora lifting up her bead, — 

ufhing,rife from old Tithonns bed, 

{eae A é 
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The hills ad mountains raifed from the plaing 
The plains extended level with the ground, 
The grounds divided into fundry veins, 
The veins inclos’d with rivers running round, 
Thefe rivers making way through natures chaing 
With headloug courfe into the fea profound, — 
_ The raging {ez beneath the vallies low, 
where lakes and rills aad rivulets do flow. 


The lofty woods the forrefts wide and long 

, Adorn’d with leaves and branches frefh and greey 

Ia whofe cool bowers the birds with many a fong 

Do welcome with their. Quire the Summey 

Queen: 

: The Meadowes fair where Flora’s gifts among 

Ave intermixt with verdant graffe between, 

: The filver-{caled fifh that foftly fwim 

‘ : Within the {weet brooks cbryital, matry ftream, 

. All thefe , and many more of his Creation 

That made the Heavens , the Angler oft doth fey 
Taking therein no little deletiation, 

— Tathink bow ftrange , bow wonderful they be; 
F raming thereof an inward contemplation, — 
To fet his heart from other fancies free 5 

And wbilft be looks on thefe with joyful eye, 
His mind is rapt above the (tarry Skie. | 
Sir I am glad my memory has not loft theft 
laft Verfes, becaufe they are “fomewhat mor 
pleafant and more futableto May-Day , that 
poy harfh Difcourfe , and 1 am glad your patt 
Or me ar \' . ci 


both together have brought us within 
of theThatcht-boufe:and ¥ muft be your 
(if you think it worth your attention) 
reft of my promifed difcourfe, till fome 
ypportunity,and a like time of leifure. 
. Sir, you have Angled me on with 
pleafire to the Thatcht-beufe:and 1 now 
your words true That good company makes 
feem fbort,for truft me, Sir, Ithought we 
anted three miles of this Houfé till you 
J it to me: but now we are atiit,we’l turn 
and refrefh our elves with a cup of drink 
ittle reft. 
. Mott'gladly¢ Sir) and we’l drink a civil 
all the Otter Huuters that are to mect 
morrow. , 
That we will Sir, and to all the lovers 
ing too, of which number, 1 am now 
gto be one myfelf, for by the help of 
ood difcourfe and company , I have put 
thoughts both of the Art of Angling, 
all that profeffe ic: and if you will but 
me to morrow at the time and place ap- 
ed, and beftow own day with meand my 
§ in hunting the Ozter,1 will dedicate the 
O dayes to wait upon you, and we two 
t time do nothing butangle, and 
nd fifhing. As 
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yheld out fo long, as to hear themand_ 


Pife, 


go CheCompleat angler. Pare, 


‘Pife. *Tis a match, Sir, 1'] not fail you, G, 
willing , to be:at Ammel- bill to morrow mg, 
ning before Sun-rifing. 


CH AP, IL 


Obfervations of the Otter and Chub, 


Enat. My friend Pifeator, you have key 
time with my thoughts, for the Sun jy 
jut rifing,and I my {elf juft now come to thi 
place,and the dogs have juft now put downa 
Otter;look down at the bottom. of the hill ther 
in that Meadow , chequered with water-Lillig, 
and Lady-fimocks,theze you may fee what work 
they make 5 look, look, you may fee all bute, 
men and dogs, dogs and men, all bufie. 

Pife, Sir, Jam right glad to meet you , anf 
glad to have fo fair an entrance into this dayg 
{port, and glad to fee fo many dogs, and mor 
menall in purfuit of the Otter;lets complement 
no longer , but joynunto them come honef 
Venator, lets be gone, lets us make hati; 1 lon 
to be doing: no reafonable hedg or ditch {hal 
hold me. 

Ven, Gentleman Huntf-man , where found 
you this Otter, : 

Hunt, Marry( Sir )we found her a mile from 
this place a fifhing ; fhe has this morning cal 

; tit 
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part of this Tront; the has only left 
of itas you fee, and was fifhing for 
we came we found her juft: at it: 
here very carly, we were here an 
Sun-rife , and have given her no 
came; fure the will hardly efeape 
dogs andmen. Jam to have the skin 
hey 

Why, Sir, what’s the skin worth? 

?Tis worth ten fhillings to make 
the gloves of an Orter are the beft for- 
for your hands that can be thought on 
yet weather. — 

{pray, honeft Hunt{man, let me ask youa 
gue(tion, do you hunt a beaft or a fith? 
‘Sir, It isnot in my power to refolve 
ave it to be refolved by the Colledge of 
s, who have made vows never to eat 
ut Thave heard, the queftion hath been 
”d among many great Clerks, and they 
differ about it ; yct moft agree that her 
fh: and if her body be Fith too, then I 
that a Fith will walk upon land, (for 
‘oes fo) fometimes five or fix, or ten 
night to catch for her youngiones, or 
rfelf with Fifh , and I can'tell’ you 
“will fly forty miles for a breakfaft, » 
fare the Otter devours much Fifh, 
d fpoils much more than he eats ; 
él you, that this Dog-tither (for fe 
the 


. you: and the Otter too, it may be: now hil 
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the Latins call him) can fmell a Fifh in the , 
teran hundred yards fromhim ( Gefner fy 
much farther ) and that his ftones are gooq! 
gainft the Falling-ficknefs : and that there jg, 
herb Benione which being hung in alinnen clg 
near aFith-pond, or any haunt that heyj 
makes him to avoid the place; which proy, 
he fmells both by water and land and¥ can 
you there is brave hunting this Water-dog | 
Corn-wall, where there have been fo many,th, 
our learned Cambden {ays,there is a River ca 
ed Otterfey, which was fo named, by reaf 
of the abundance of Orters that bred and fed; 
it. 

And thus much for my knowledg of; 
Otter, which you may now fee above water, 
vent, and the dogs clofe with him; I now 4 
he will not laft long , follow therefore aj 
Matters, follow, for Sweetlips was like to hay 
him at this laft vent. 

Ven, Oh me, all the Horfe are got overt 
River, what thall we do now ? thall we folloj 
them over the water. 

Hunt. No,Sir, no,be not fo eager, ftay all 
tle and follow me, for both they, and the dog 
will be fuddenly on this fide again, 1 warta 


at him with Kilbuck , for he vents again. 
Ven.Marry {0 he do’s,for look he vents in th 
corner. Now, now Ring%vood has him: " 
( 


gain, and has bit the poor dog, 
ips has her 5 hold herSweetlips'now 
s have her,fome above and fome un- 
but now, now fhe’s tir’d, and paft 
come bring her tome, Sweetlips.Look, 
h-Otter, and fhe has lately whelp’d, 
tothe place where the was put down,and 
¢ from it you will find all her young ones, 
warrant you,and kill them all too. 
- Come, Gentlemen, come all, let’s go 
ace where we put down the Orter. Look 
reabout it was that the kennel’d; look 
re it was indecd, for here’s her young 
Jefs than five; come let’s kill them all. 
No, I pray Sir, fave me one, and Vil 
can make her tame, as J know an inge- 
entleman in Leicefter-fbire (Mr. Nich. 
hasdone ; who hath not only made 
ut to catch Fith, and do many other 
f much pleafure. 
Take one with all my heart, but let 
eft. And now let’s go to an honeft 
where we may havea cup of good 


, Come my friend, Pifcator, let me 
along withus ; 1’ll bear your char- 
ht,and you fhall bear mine to mor- 
y intention is to accompany you a 
in Fithing. 
Pife. 
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the Fence months for the prefervation of fil 
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_. Pifé. Six, your requeft is granted.and | g 
be right glad,both to exchange fuch a court 
and alfo to enjoy your company. 
Venat, Well, now let’s go to your {pox 
Angling, — 
_ Pifé. Let’s be going with all my heart. qj 
keep you all, Gentlemen, and fend you mg 
this day with another Bitch-Otter, and kill}, 
merrily, and all her young ones too. 
Ven. Now, Pifcator, where will you beg 
to fith 
Pife, We are not yetcome toa likely ply 
IT mutt walk amile further yet before I begin, 
Venat. Wellthen,1 pray, as we walk tell gy 
freely, how.do you like your lodging and mig 
Hofte and the company ?. is not mine Holle 
Witty man ? : | 
. Pife. Sir, I will tell you prefently what] 
think of your Holte 5 but firft L will tell you, 
am glad thefe Osters were killed, and I am fq 
ry there areno more Otter-killers : for 1 knoy 
that the want of Otter-killers,8¢ the not kcepig 


will in time prove the defiru@tion of all River 
and thofe very few that are left, that make com 
{cience of the Laws of the Nation,and of keep 
ing, days of abftinence, will be forced-to a 
fleth,or fuffer more inconyeniencies than are ya 
forefeen. : 

Venat. Why, Sir what be thofe that you a 
the Fence months ¢ Pit 


they be principally three, namely, 
pril, and May, for thefe be the ufu- 
3g that Salmon come out of the Sea to 
‘moft freth Rivers,and their Fry would 
certain time return back to the falt wa- 
sy were not hindred by wires and wn- 
gins, which the greedy Fifher-men fet, 
deftroy them by thoufands, as they 
| (being fo taught by nature) change the 
; falt water, He that thall view the wife 
esmadein the 13 of Edw. the I. andthe 
Rich. the III. may {ee feveral provifions 
againft the deftruction of Fifh: and 
hl profefs no knowledg of the Law, yet 
¢ the regulation of thefe defects might 
ily mended. But I remember that a wife 
‘of mine did ufually fay, That which is e- 
ies bufine(s,is no bodies bufinefs.Af it were 
wife, there could not be fo many Nets 
ith that are under the Statute fize, fold 
ongft us, and of which the confervators 
aters (hould be afhamed. 
bove all, the taking Fith in Spawning 
ay be faid to be againft nature; it is 
taking the dam on the neft when the 
her young : a {info againft nature, that 
ty God hath in the Levitical Law 
Law againftit. 
- poor Fifh have enemies enough be- 
fuch unnatural Fifber®men, asnamely, the 
Otters 
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for at Trout-ball, not far from this place, wher 


_tell you, good company and good difcourfe att 
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Otters that I {pake of, the Cormorant; the Bit 
tern, the Ofprey, the Sea-gull, the Hern, , 
Kingfifber, the Gorrarz, the Puet, the Sy, 
Goofe, Ducks, and the Craber, which fome cy 
the Water-rat: againftall which any hon, 
man may make a juft quarrel, but I will no 
will leave them to be quarrelled with,and kijp, 
by otherssfor 1 am not of a cruel mature,I loy, 
tokill nothing but Fith. 

And now to your queftion concerning yoy 
Hofte, tofpeak truly, he is not to me a goo 
companion: for moft of his conceits were ¢, 
ther Scripture jefts , or lafcivious jefis 5 fo, 
which 1 count no man witty, for the Devil wij 
help a man that way inclined,to the firlt ; anj 
his own corrupt nature (which he always ca. 
xies with him) tothe latter. But a companigy 
that teafts the company with wit and mirth anf 
leaves out the fin (which is ufually mixt with 
them) heisthe man; and indeed fuch a com 
panion fhould have his charges born: and t 
fach company I hope to bring, you this night; 


I purpofe to lodge to night, there is ufually at 
Angler that proves good company: and Jet me 


the very finews of vertue: but for fuch dif 
courfe as we heard lait night, it infects other 
the very boys will learn totalk and fwear 4 
they heard mine Holt, and another of the com 

pai 


Che Compleat Angler. $7 
thal! be namelefs;f am forry the other 
man, for lefS Religion will not fave» 
s than a beggars 5 I think more will 
at the laft great day. Well; you 
at Exampleis able to do, and I know 
he Poet fays in the like cafe, which is 
j to be noted by all parents and people 


Many a one 

‘ to his Country bis Religion: 

in another would as ftrongly grow, _ 
but his nurfé or mother taught bim Soe 


fhis is reafon put into Verfe,and worthy the 
ration of a wife man. But of this no 
for though] love civility, yet I hate fe. 
fures: I’le to my own ait, and I doube 
tat yonder tree I hall catcha Chub, and 
el turn to anhoneft cleanly HoftefS,tha¢ 
yright well; reft our felves there, and 
for our dinner. 
at. Oh Sir, a Chub is the worlt Fith that 
hoped for a: Trout to my dinner. . 
Trutt me,Sér,thereis nota likely place 
wt, hereabout, and we ftaid fo long to 
eave of your "Huntfmen this morning, 
unis got fo-high, and fhines fo clear, 
ot undertake the catching of a Tront 
3 and though a Chub be by you and 
Foe many 
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many others reckoned the worft of fifh, y, 
you {hall fee I'll make it a good Fith,by drei 
Ite’ 

Ven. Why, how will youdrefs him? _ 

Pife. Vl tell you by and by, when T hay, 
caught him. Look you here, Sir,do you fee, 
( but you muft fland very clofe ) there lye yy 
on the top of the water in this very hole twen, 
ty Chubs, Vil catch only one, and that thy 
be the biggeft of themall: and that I will 4 
fo, Pll hold you twenty to one, and you thal 
fee it done. 

Venat. Y marty Sir, now you talk like a 
Artift, and Pll fay you are one, when I fhall fe 
you petform what you fay youcan do; but | 
yet doubt it. ° 

- Pife.. You thall not doubt it long, for yoy 
fhall {ee me do it prefently : look, the bigget 
of thefe Chubs has had fome bruife upon his tail, 
by'a Pike or fome other accident,and.that looky 
like a white fpot’s that very Chub I mean to put 
into your hands prefently.s fit you but downit 
the fhade, and ftay but alittle while, and I’ 
warrant you Y'le bring him to you. 

Venat. Ve fit down and hope well , becaule 
you feem tobe fo confident. 

Pife.Look you Sir, there is a tryal of my) 

skill, therehe is, that very Chub that 1 fhewed 
you with the white {pot on his tail :and Vlebe 
as certain to make him a good dith of meat, ‘ 


S 


tch him. le now lead you toan 
houfe. where we thall find a cleanly 
Lavender in the Windows, and twen- 
ftuck about the wall; there my Ho. 
1 I may tell you, is both cleanly and 
and civil) hath dreft many aone for 
it good meat. un 

. Come Sir, with all my heart, for I be- 
¢ hungry, and long to beat it,and in- 
reft my felftoo ; for though I have 
d but four miles this morning, yet I. be- 
be weary 3 yefterdays hunting hangs ftill 


@. Well Sir, and you thall quickly be at 
for yonder is the houfe I mean to. bring. 
eid 3 4 
née Hoftefs, how do you? Will you firk 
sa cup of your beft drink,and then drefs 
hub, as you dreft my laft, when I and my 
were here about eight or ten days ago ? 
muftdo me one courtefie, it muft be 
nftantly. 

+ Lwilldoit, Mr.Pifcator, and with all 
ed I can. 

ow Sir,has not my Hoftefs made haft 2 
notthe fifth look lovely 2 

Both, upon my word,Sir,and therefore 
and fall to eating of it. 

Well Sir, how do you like it? 


ro Ver. 


> 
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sd fhall now drefs it after my fathion,and 
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Ven, Truft me, *tis as good meat as Lever ta, 
fied: now let me thank you for it,drink to yoy 
and beg a courtefie of you; but it muft not by 
deny’d me. 
Pife. What is it I pray Sir: youare fo mo, 
deft, that methinks I may promife to grant jt 
before it is asked. 
Ven. Why Sir, it is,that from henceforth yoy 
would allow me to call you Mafter,and that re, 
ally I may be your Scholar, for youare fuch 
companion, and have fo quickly caught, anq 
fo éxcellently cook’d this fifh,as makes me am, 
bitious to be your Scholar. 
Pife. Give me your hand; from this time for. 
ward I will-be your Mafter, and teach you ag 
much of this Art as Yam ables and will,as you, 
defire me, tell you fomewhat of the nature of 
moft of thé Fith that we are to angle for, and] 
am fure I both can and. will tell you more than 
any common’ Angler yet knows. 


' We bo ve CHAP. 


CHAP. IIIf. 


for,and to'drefs the Chavender 
P er Chub. 


TheChub,though he eat well thus dreft, 
yet as heis ufually dreft, hedoes not : he 
eGted againft, not only for» being full of 
forked bones, difperft through all his bo- 
wt that he eats watrifh, and that the 
of himis not firm, but fhort and taft- 
The French efteemhim fo mean, as to 
Un Villa in, neverthelefs he may be fo 
to make him very good meat 3 as 
, if he be a large Chub, then drefs him 


ft foale bim, and shen walh him clean,and 
take out bis guts; and to that end make the 
as little and near to bis gills as you may 
niently,and efpecially make clean his throat 


if that be not very clean, it will make bimto 
very four ) having fo done, put fome fweet 
to his belly, and then tye bim with two or 
ters to a {pit,aud rot him, bafted often 
gar, or rather verjuice and butter,with 
of falt mixt with it, Miner 
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the grafs andweeds that are ufually in it 


/F 3 Being 
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Being thus dreft, you will find him a much, 
better dith of meat than you, or moft folk, 
ven than Anglers themfelves do imagines fo, 
this dries up the fluid watry humor with which 
all Chabs do abound. f 
But take this rule with you, That a Chy) 
newly taken and newly dreft , is fo much be, 
ter than a Chub of adays keeping after he jy 
dead,that I can compare him to nothing fo fitly 7 
as'to Cherries newly gathered from a tree, ang | 
others that have been bruifed and lain a day o, 
two in water, But the Chab being thus ufed ang 
dreft prefently,and not wafhed after he is gutted 
(for note that lying long in water,and wathin 
the blood out of any fifh after they be gutted,,. 
bates much of their {weetnefs) you will find 
the Chub being dreft in the blood and quickly, 
to be fuch meat as will recompence your |. 
bour, and difabufe your opinion. 
“09 you may drefs the Chavender or. Chub 
thus ; 
\ When you bavefealed him, and cut off bis tail 
and fins,and wafhed him very clean,then chine o 
flit bim through the middle, as a falt filh is ufu- 
ally cut, thén give him three or four cuts or fcot- 
ches on the back with your knife, and broil bim 
onChar-coal, sr Wood-coal that are free from 
Smoke, and all the time he is a broyling bafte him 
with the belt facet Butter, and good ftore of falt 
mixt with it , andtothis add a little Time cat 
wires exceeding 


I, or bruifed into the butter. The 
dreft hath the watry taft taken 
which fo many except againft him, 
the Cheven dreft that you now liked 
],and commended fo much. But note.a- 
that if this Chub that you eat of,had been 
to morrow , he had not been worth a 
d remember that his throat be wafht 
an, I fay very clean, and his body not 
after he is gutted, as indeed no fifh fhould 


Well Scholar, you fee what pains Ihave ta- 
recover the loft credit of the poor defpi- 
. And now I willgive you fome rules 
10 catchhim ; andl am glad to enter you 
he Art of fifhing by catching a Chub, for 
is noFifh better to enter a young Angler, 
foeafily caught, but then it muit be this 
ticular way. . 

tothefame hole in whichI caught my 
#b,where in moft hot daies you will find a 
rtwenty Chevens floating near the top 
€ water , get twoor three Grafhoppers 
u goover the meadow, and get fecretly 
ind the tree , and ftand as free from motion 
iS polfible, then put a Grafhopper on your 
5 and let your hook hang a quarter of a 
ortof the water, to which end you 


kely the Chubs will fink down to- 
F4  — wards 
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ft your xod on fome bough of the tree, 
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cowards the bottom of the water at the firft q, 
‘dew of your Rod (for a Chub is the fearful 


‘place, may very eafily fee) and move your Rod 


_ >the water three or four inches before him, ang 
he will infallibly take the bait, and you will 


that with advice and practice you will make @ 


ee ee ee eS 


| 
of’ fithes..): and will dofoif but a bird fics « 
ver him, and makes the leaft thadow on 4, 
water : but they will prefently rife up to ¢, 
top again, and there lie foaring till fome thy 
dow affrights them again: I fay when the 
lic upon the top of the water, look out the bey 
Chub, (which you fetting your felf in a 4 


as foftly asa Snail moves, to that Chub yo 
intend to catchs let your bait fall gently upo, 


as {ure to catch himfor he is one of the leathe, 
mouth’d filhes, of which a hook does {carce ¢. 
ver lofe its holds; and. therefore give him play 
enough before you offer to take him out of the 
water.Go your way prefently,take my Rod and 
doasI bid you, and J will fit downand mend 
my tackling till you return back. 

Ven. Truly,my loving Mafter, you have of 
fered me as fair as I could wilh. Ve go and 
obferve your direétions. 

Look you, Mafter, what [have done, that 
which joys my heart, caught juitfuch another 
Chub as yours was. 

Pife. Marry,and I am glad of it s I am like 
to havea towardly Scholar of you. 1 now fe, 


Angler 
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afhorttime. Have buta love toit 
warrant you. 
. But Mafter,what if I could not hav. 
Grafhopper ? 
hen I may tell you,that a black Suail, 
belly flit, to thew his white: ora piece 
eefe,will ufually do as well:nay ,fome- 
rm,ox any kind of fire,as the Ant-flie, 
-flie, or Wall-flie, or the Dor or Beetle , 
you may find under a Cow-tird) or a 
ich you will tind in the fame place,and 
ie willbea Beetle 3 it is a fhort white 
like toand bigger than a Gentle, or a 
mor a Cafe-worm, any of thefe will do 
ell to fith infuch a manner. And after 
nanner You may catcha Trout ina hot e- 
g: whenas you walk by a Brook, and 
or hear him leap at flies, then if you 
afpopper , putit on your hook, with 
e about two yards long, ftanding be- 
uth or tree where his hole is, and make 
ftir up and down on the top of the 
P; you may if you ftand clofe, be fire of a 
but not fure to catch: him, for he is not a 
mouthed Fifh: and after this manner 
y fifth for him with almoft any kind of 
'5 but efpecially with a Grafoopper. 
#. But before you go further, I pray 
Aafter, what mean you by a leather- 


d Fith ? 
Pife. 
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___ Pifc, By a leather-mouthed Fifh, 1 mean § 
as have their teeth in their throat, as the Chyy 
or Cheven, and fo the Barbel, the Gudgeon 4, 
Carp, and divers others have and.the h ; 
being ftuck into the leather or skin of the moy; 
| of fuch fith does very feldom or never lofe j, 
i hold: But on the contrary , a Pike a Pearch | , 
Trout,and fo fome other Fifh, which have y, 
their teeth in their throats, but in their mouth, 
(which you hall obferveto be very full of bone 
and the skin very thin,and little of it: ) I fay, g 
thefe fifh the hook never takes fo fure hold, by 
you often lofe your fith,unlefs he have gorp’d jy 
Ven. \ thank you,good Matter,for this obfey, 
vationsbut now what fhall be done with ny 
Chub ox Cheven, that 1 have caught? 
a Pifc. Marry Sir, it fhall be given away t 
: fome poor body, for Ple warrant you Vle giv, 
you a Trout for your fupper:and it is agood be 
ginning of your Art to offer your firft fruits to 
the poor,who will both thank God and you for 
_it, which I fee by your filence you {eem to com 
a fent to. And for your willingne{s to pat 
| with it fo charitably , I will alfo teach mor 
concerning Ghub-Fifhing: you are to note that 
in Afarch and April he is ufually taken wit 
wormes; in May, fune, and Fuly he will bite 
at any fly, or at Cherries, or at Beetles with thet 
legs and wings cut off, or at any kind of Snail, 


or at the black Bee that breeds in clay vil 
ati 


efufes a Grafhopper on the top of 
jnor at the bottom the young bam- 
t breeds in long graffe, and is ordi- 
d by the Mower of it. In Auguft, 
cooler months a yellow pajte, made 
eft cheefe, and pounded ina Mor- 
a little butter and faffron, (fo much of 
ing, beaten {mall will turn it to a le- 
our.) And fome makea patte for the 
onths , at which time the Chub is 
ed beft,(for then it is obferved, that the 
yones are loft, or turned into a kind 
file, ¢ efpecially if he be baked ) 
sefe and Turpentine; he will bite alfo 
ow or Penk,as a Trout will: of which 
Ii] you more hereafter, and of divers 
aits. But take this for a rule, that in 
ather he is to be fitht for towards the 
ter, or near the top; and in colder wea- 
rer the bottom. And if you hth for him 
op, with a Beetle or any fly, then be fure 
‘our line be very long, and to keep out 
And having told you that his Spawn 
lent meat and that the head of a Jarge 
1, the Throat being well wafht , is the 
ofhim, I will fay no more of this Fith 
fent, but with you may catch the next 
or : 

ft you may judg me too nice in urging 
le Chub dreft fo prefently after he is 
taken 
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‘taken, I will. commend to your confiderag, 
how curious former times have been in the li, 
kind, : ile 
You fhall read in Seneca his natural Quefi 
ons (Lib, 3. cap* 17.) that the Ancients were f 
curious in the newneffe of their Fith , that thay 
feemed not new enough that was not put alin, 
into the guefts hand 5 and he fays that to thay 
end they did ufually keep them living in Blak, 
battles in their dining-rooms;and they did glory 
much in their entertaining of friends to hayg 
that Fith taken from under their table alive,th 
was inftantly to be fed upon. And he fays 
they took great pleafizre to {their Mulley 
change to feveral colours, when they wey 
dying, But enough of this, for1 doubt I hayg 
flayed too long from giving you fome obfery, 
tions of the Trout , and. how to fith for him: 
which fhall take up the next of my fpare time, 


CHAP. lV. 


Obfervations of the nature and breeding 


the Trouts and how to fil for him. Ath 
the Milk maids Song. 
P Ife. The Trout is a fith highly valued both 
# in this and forraign Nations: he may bf 
jultly faid,¢as the old Poet faid of wine, and i 


Engl 
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for it is obferved, that he comes in and 
of feafon with the Stag and~ Buck, 
fays, his name is of aGermane off-fpring, 


fwiftelt ftreams, and on the hardeft gra- 
d that he may juftly contend with all 
er-Fifh , as the Mullet may with all 
for precedency and daintinefs of afte, 
t being in right feafon, the moft dainty 
ave allowed precedency to him. 
before I go farther in my Difcourfe, lee 
you, that youare toobferve, that as 
be fome Darrex Does , that are good in 
mer , fo there be fome barren Trouts that 
; good in Winter , but there arenot many 
are fo, for ufually they be in their per- 
inthe month of May, and decline with 
k. Now you are to take notice, that 
eral Countrics, as in Germany and 
parts, compar’d to ours, Fith do differ 
intheir bignefS , and fhape, and other 
and fo do Trouts , it is well known 
he Lake Leman ( the Lake of Geneva ) 


ied by Gefner, a Writer of good credit 5 
or fays, the Trouts that are takenin 
€ of Geneva, are a great part of the 


aré 


t is folike the Buck that he alfo has his 


“he is a fith that feeds clean and purely, 


fe Trouts taken of three Cubits long, as 


dize of that famous City. And you . 
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are further to know, that there be certain 
ters that breed Trouts remarkable, both f 
their number and [mallnefS. I know a lig 

in Keat, that breeds them toa Numb, 
incredible, and you may take them twenty ; 
forty in an hour, but none greater than abo 
the tize of a Gudgion, There are alfoin dive, 
Rivers, efpecially that relate to, or be near 
the Sea ( as Winchefter, or the Thames abo 
Wiudfor ) alittle Trout called a Samlet or Shep 
ger Trout (in both which places I have caugh, 
twenty or forty ata ftanding ) that will big 
as faftand.as freely as Minnows; thefe be by 
fome taken to. be young Salmons, but in thoR 
waters they never grow to be bigger thang 
Herring. 

There is alfo in Kent near to’ Canterburya 
Trout(call’d therea Fordidge Trout )a Trowt( tha 
bears the name of the Town,where it is ufually 
caught) that is accounted the rareft of Fithima 
ny of them near the bignefs of a Salmox, but 
known by their different colour, and_ in their 
bet feafon they cut very whitesand none of theft 
have been known to be caught with an Angle 
unlefs it were one that was caught by Sir Georgt 
Haftings ( an excellent Angler; and now with 
God )and he hathtold ime,he thought that Trou! 
bit not for hunger but wantonnefssand it is the 
rather to be believed,becaufe both he then, and! 
many others before him, have been cars "I 

care 


o their bellies, what the food was by 
hey lived; and have found out no- 
which they might fatisfie their curioG- 


erning which yon are to take notice, 
ported by good Authors, that graft- 
and fome Fifh have no mouths, but 
prifht and take breath by the poroufnefs 
sir Guills, Man knows not how; And 
ay be believed, if weconfider that when 
en hath hatcht her eggs, the takes no 
are, but, leaves her young ones, to the 
he God of Nature, who is faid in the 
§, To feed the young Ravens that call upor 
nd they bekept alive,and fed by a dew, 
s that brced in their nefts, or fome o- 
s that we Mortals know not, and this 
believed of the Fordidge Trent, which 
faid of the Stork, that he knows his 
fo he ) knows his times (I think al- 
s day.) of coming into that River 
he Sea, where he lives ( and it is like, 
) nine months of the Year, and fafts three 
iver of Fordidge. And you are to 
thofe Town{men are very pun@ual 
ving the time of beginning to fith 
ns and boaft much that their River af- 


does Suffex boaft of {everal Fith ; 
ly, a Shelfey Cockle, a Chichefter Lob- 
in fer, 


ve 
rae 


f 
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‘Trout, that exceeds allothers. And 
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fter, an Arundel Mullet, and an’ Ame, 
rout, ' 
_ And now for fome confirmation of the Fy. 
didge Trout, you are to know that this Tro, 
is thought toeat nothing in the freth wate, 
and it may be the better believed, becaufe it i 
well known,that Swallows and Bats and W4y, 
tails, which are call’d half year birds, and nq 
feen toflie in Exgland for fix months in ¢h, 
Year ( but about Michaelmw leave us for, 
. hotter Climate; ) yet fome of them that hayg 
ies been left behind their fellows, 
Meade CURE awe been found ( many tho 
899. ands at atime) in hollow trees, 
or clay-Caves, where they hay 
been obferved, to live and fleep out the whok 
Winter without meat;and fo Albertus obferve 
x _ that there is one kind of Frog tha 
: seth hath her mouth natutally thut up 
4% about the end of Augutt,and that 
: the livesfo all the Winter: and though it be 
firange to fome, yetit is kaown -to too many 
among us to be doubted. 
And fo much for thefe Fordidge trouts,which 
never afford. an Angler {port, but either live 
their time of being in the frefh water,by thar 
‘meat formerly gotten in the Sea ( not unlike 
the Swallow or Frog ) or by the vertue of tht 
freth water only 5 or as the birds of Paradift 
and the Camelion are {aid to live by the Sa 
and the Air. Thett 


ene. 
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is alfo in Northumberland a Trout call- 
ll-trowt, of a much greater length and 
than any in, thefe Southern parts: 
are in many Rivers that relate to the 
Jmon-trouts, as.much different from o- 
both in fhape andin their fpots, as we 
in forme Countries differ one from ano- 
ir fhape and bignefs, and in the fine- 
sf their wool; and certainly, as fome pa- 
breed larger fheep, {0 do fome Rivers, 
onof theground over which they run, 
arger Lrouts, 
ythe next thing that I will commend to 
sconfideration is,that the Trout is of a more 
growth than other Fith: concerning 
h you are alfoto take notice, thathe lives 
fo long, as the Pearch and divers other Fithes 
Sir Francis Bacon hath obferved in his 
of Life and Death. 
next you are to take notice, that he is 
ke the Crocodile which if he lives never fo 
yet always thrives till his death: but 
fo with the Trout, for after he iscome 
full growth, he declines in his body,and 
his bignefs or thrives only in his head 
;death. And youare to know, that he 
out ( efpecially before ) the time of his 
ing, get almoft miraculoufly through 
ves,and F loud-gates againtt the flreamseven, 
yh fuch high and.{wift places as is almoft 
- G - ine 
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incredible. Next, that the Trout ufualy 
Spawns about Odober or November, but in 
fome Rivers a little fooner or later: which ig 
the more obfervable, becaufe moft other fg, 
Spawn in the Spring or Summer, when thy 
Sun hath warmed both the earth and watg. 
and made it fit for generation. And you arg 
to note, that he continues many months out of 
feafon : for it may be obferved of the Troy 
that he is like the Buck or the Ox, that wij 
not be fat in many months, though he go in the 
very fame paftures that horfes do,which will h; 
fat inone month ; and fo you may obferve,tha 
moft other Fithes recover ftrength, and grow 
fooner fat;and in feafon than the Trout doth, | 
And next, youare tonote, that till the Sun 
gets to fuch a height as to warm the earth and 
the water, the Trout is fick and lean,and low. 
fie, and unwholfom: for you fhall in winter 
find him to’ havea big ‘head, and then to be 
lank, and thin, and lean; at which time many 
of them have fticking on them Sugs, or Trout 
lice, which is a kind of a worm, in fhape like 
a clove or pin with a big head, and fticks clofe 
to him and fucks his moifture ; thofe, I think, 
the Trout breeds himfelf, and never thrives till 
he free himfelf from them,which is when warm 
weather comes;and then, as he grows ftronger, 
he gets from the dead ,ftill water, into the fharp 
direams,and the gravel, and there rubs off thefe 
i ~~ “worms 


Che Compleat Angler. 75 


lice ; and then,as he grows ftronger; 
im into {wifter and {wifter ftreams, 
relies at the watch for any flie or Min- 
t comes near to him; | and he efpecially 
sMay-flie;which is bred_.of theCod-worne, 
md thefe make theTrout bold andlu- 
he is ufual ly fatter arid better meatat the 
hat month, than at any time of the years 
oware to know, that it is obferveds 
ly thebett trowts are either red or: yel- 
ough fome: ( asthe Fordidge trout ) ‘be 
and yet good; but, that isnot ufual : 
s a note obférvable,that the female Trout 
nfually a lef head, and adeeper body than 
fale Zrowt’; and is ufually the better meat : 
te that a hogback, and alittle head to 
out, Salmon,or any other fith, isa fign 
atfithisia feafon. \.. aie 
ut yet youare to rote, that as you fee fome 
lows or palm-treés bud and bloffom fooner 
rs do;fofomeT routs be inRiversfoonex 
and as fome Hollies orQaks axe longer 
they caft their leaves, fo arefome Trouts 
{longer before they go out of feafons 
you are to note, that: there are feveral 
Trowts, but thefe feveral kinds are not 
but by very few men, for they go 
general name of Zrouts : juft as Pi- 
in moft places 5, though it is certain 
me,and wild Pigeons': and of the 
G 2 tame, 
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tame,theit be Helmits and Reuts and :Cary; 
and Cropers, and indeed too many to nap, 
Nay, ‘the Royal Society have found and pubjig. 
lately,that there be thirty and three kinds 
Spiders: and yet, all ¢ for ought I know } 
go'under that one general name of Spider. 4 
*tis fo wit bymany kinds of Fith, and of Troy, 
efpecially > which differ in’ their bigneg 
and fhape, and: fpots, and colour. The 
great Kentifh Hensmay be an inftance compa, 
red to other Hens 3. And doubtlefs there js, 
kind of {mall Trout, which will néver thriye 
to be big) that breeds very many more tha 
others do, that be of a larger fizes which yoy 
may rather believe, if you confider, that the lit 
the Wren and Titmoufe will havetwenty youn 
Ones at a time,when ufually the noble Hawk o 
the Mufical Tbraffal or Black-bird exceed no 
four or fivess (60! ho) STRaIGY 3 
nAnd now ‘youthall fee metry my skill to 
catch a Trout, and: at my next walking. either 
this‘ evening or to morrow morning.1 will give 
you direGion, how you your felf> thall fith for 
‘Venat. Trutt me, Mafter, I fee now itis a 
harder matter to catch a Trowt than a Chub: for 
Thave puton patience,and followed you thefe 
two hours, and’ not feen a Fith ftir, neither at 
your Minnow nor your Worm. | 
Pife. Well Scholar, you mult endure “— 
uc 
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time, or you will never make a good 
t what fay you now? there is a 
w, and a good one too, if I can but 
4, and two or three turns more will 
1»; Now youfee helies ftill, and the 
toland him: Reach me that Land- 
$0, (Sit) now he is mine own,what 
now ? isnot this worthall my labour 
‘patience ? ’ 
On my word Mafter, thisis a gallant 
t fhall wedo with him ? 
arry e’en eat him to fupper: We’l 
my Hoftefs, from whence we came 4 the 
ne, as 1 was going out of door, that my 
Peter, a good Angler anda chearful 
shad {ent word he would lodge there 
t,and bring, a friend with him. My Hoftefs 
beds,and,I know, you and IJ may have 
ft: wel rejoice with my brother Peter 
riend,tell tales,or fing, Ballads,or make 
h,or find fome harmlefs {port to content 
| pafS away alittle time without offence 
man. 
amatch, good Mafter,lets go to, that 
he linnen looks white, and {mells,of 
and I long to lie ina pair of fheets 
ll fo: lets be going, good Mafter, for I 
wy again with fithing. 
Nay, flay a Jittle good Scholar, I 
ht my laft Trout with a Worm, now | will 
' G 3 put 


76 «=—- Ve Compleat Anwier. - Parr, 
put ona Minnow and try a quarter of an 

about yonder trees for another, and fo way 
towards our Lodging. Look ‘you Schola, 
thereabout we fhall have a bite prefently, 
not at all : Have with you (Sir!Jo” my word) 
have hold of him. Oh it is a great loggerheadey 
Chub; Come, hang him upon that Willoy 
twig, and lets be going, But turn out of th 
way a little, good Scholar, towards yondg 
high bonyfuckle hedg: there we7ll fit and fip, 
_ whilft this fhowr falls fo gently upon the teem, 
ing earth, and gives yet a fweeter finell-to th 
lovely flowers that adorn thefe verdant Mey 
dows. ° Betis ig 
~ Look; under that broad. Beech-tree, 1 fag 
down, when I was laft this way a fifhing, and 
the birds in the adjoyning Grove feemed tg 
have a friendly contention with an Eccho, 
whofe dead voice feemed to live in a hollow 
tree, near to the brow of that Primrofe-hilly 
there I fate viewing the filver-ftreams glidefs 
lently towards their center,the tempeftuousSea; 
yet, fometimes oppofed by rugged roots, and 
pebbi¢ ftones, which broke their waves, and 
turned them into foam: and fometimes Ibe 
guil’d time by viewing’ the harmlcfs Lambs, 
fome leaping fecurely in the cool fhade,’ whilll 
others {ported themfelves inthe chearful Sun? 
and faw others craving comfort from the {wolt 
Udders of their bleating Dams. As 1 thus “a 
PRE VME OELO Te theft 
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ther fights had fo fully poffeft my 
content, that I thought as the Poet 
 expreft it : 

‘or that time lifted above earth 5 

pole jays not promis’d in, my birth, 

eft this place,and entred into the next 
fecond pleafure entertained me, *twas 
mmilk-maid that had not yet attain’d 
age and wifdomas to load her mind 
fears of many things that will never 
© many men too often do) but 
way all care,and {ung like aNightingale: 
pice was good, and the-Ditty fitted for its 
at {mooth fong, which was made by 
Marlow, now at leaft fifty years ago: and 
filk-maids Mother fung an anfwer to it, 
awas made by Sir Walter Rawleigh in his 
- days. 

were old fafhioned Poetry, but choice- 
, I think much better than the ftrong 


ook yonder ! on my word, yonder they 
a milking again, 1 will give her 
ub, and perfwade them to fing thofe 
gs to us. 

{peed you good woman, J have been a 
nd am going to Bleak;Hall to my 
ad having, caught more Fifh than will 
felf and my friend, 1 will beftow this 
and your Daughter, for I ufe to fell 
G4 Milky. 


that are now in fafhion in this critical - 
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Milkw, Marry God requite you Sir; 4, 
we'll cat it chearfully: and if you come th 
way a Fifhing two months: hence, a grace , 
God I’le give you a Sillybub of ‘new - Verjyi, 
ina new made Hay-cock, for itand my May). 
lin (hall fing you one of her beft Ballads;for gq, 
and [both love all Anglers, they be fuch ho, 
neft, civil, quict mens inthe mean time wij 
you drink a draught of Red-Cows milk, yoy 
thall have it freely. , ; 
« Pife. No, Ithank you, but i pray dous , 
courtefie that fhall ftand youand your daughte, 
in nothing, and yet we will think our felves gi 
fomething in your debt , itis but to fing us, 
Song, that was {ung by your daughter, when] 
laft paft over this Meadow, about eight or ning 
days fince. 
Milk, What Song was it, I pray? was it, 
Come Shepherds deck your herds, or,As at noo 
Dulcina refteds or,Phillida flowts me: or,Chevy 
Chafe ? or , Founy Armftrong? or Try 

own £ 
Pifc. No,it is none of thofe: it is a Song that 
your daughter fung the firft part, and you fung 
the anfwer to it. 
Milk, O,1 know it now, 1 Jearn’d the firk 
partin my golden age, when I was about the 
age of my poordaughters and the latter part, 
which indeed ‘fits me beft now, but two of 
three years ago, when the cares of the wie 
/ egal 


¢ 


we both love Anglers. Come 
fing the firft part to. the Gentlemen 
ry heart , and I’le fing the. fecond, 
have done. : 


The Milk-maids Song. 


we with me, and be my Love. 
ve will all the pleafures prove 
alleys, groves,or bills.or fields, 
ods, andjieepy mountains yeilds. 


ewe will fit upon the Rocks, 
feethe Shepherds feed our flocks, 
allow Rivers, to whofe falls, 
lious birds fing Madrigals, 


‘will make thee beds of Rofes, 
then a thoufand fragrant Pofies, 
pof flowers , anda Kirtle 
sidered all with leaves of mirtle, 


82 SPE COMPLea Angee. Pa 


A Belt of Straw, and Ivy-buds, 
_ With Coral Clafps and Amber ftuds ; 
_ And if thefe pleafures may thee move, 
Come live with me and be my Love, 


Thy filer difbes for thy meat, 

As precious as the Gods do eat, 
Shall on an Ivory Table be 
Prepar’d each day for thee and me. 


The Shepherds Swains ball dance and fing 
For thy delight each May-morning : 
Uf thefe delights thy mind may move, 
Then live with me, and bemy Love. 


Venat. Truft me, Matter, it is a choice Song, 
and fweetly fungby honeft Meudlin. 1 now 
fee it was not without caufe, that our good 
Queen Elizabeth did fo often with her {elf a 
Milkmaid all the month of May, becaufe the 
are not troubled with fears and cares, but fing 
{weetly all the day, and fleep fecurely all the 
night: and without doubt,honelt , innocent, 
pretty Mazdlin does fo. Vle beftow Six Thema 
Overbury’s Milk-maids with upon her, That ft 
may dye in the Spring, and being dead may bat 
good ftore of flowers ftuck round about her wite 
ding fheet. al 

t 


‘ 


e world and Love were young, 
th in every Shepherds tongue, 
pretty pleafures might me move 
je with thee, aad be thy Love. 


ime drives flocks from field to fold, 
ivers rage, and rocks grow cold, 

Philomel becometh dumb, 

ge complains of care to come. 


ers do fade,and wanton fields 
yward Winter reckoning yields, 
tongue, abeart of gall, 
es fpring , but forrows fall, 


wns, thy fhooes, thy beds of rofes, 
ip, thy kirtle,and thy pofies, 

reak, foon wither , foon forgottes, 
ly ripe, in reajon rotten 


elt of Straw, and Ivy-buds, 
oral clafps,and Amber-fiuds, 
of in me no means can move - 
@ to thee, and be thy Love. 


Mies Melt 


04 DON ORIPICGE UI IEL. Farr, 
Thefe are but vain : that’s only good 
Which God hath ble, and feut for food, 


But could Youth laft,and love (till breed, 
Had joys xo date, nor age no need 5 
Then shofe delights my mind might move, 
To live with thee,and be thy Love. 


Mother, Well I have done my Song ; by, 
ftay honeft, Anglers, for Iwill make Mazdji, 
tofing youonefhort Song more. Mazdliy. 
fing that Song that you fung laft night, whe, 
young Corydon the Shepherd plaid fo purely oy 
his oaten pipe to you and your Cozen Betty, 

Mazd. \ will Mother. 

- I married a Wife of late, | 
The move’s my unhappy fate : 

I married her for love, 

As my fancy did me move, 
And not for aworldly eftate : 


But Ob! the green-ficknefs 
Soon changed her likenefs 5 
And,all ber beauty did fail. 
But *tis not fo, 
With thofe that go, 
Through froft and fuow, 
As all men know, 
And, carry the Milking-pail, 
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Well fung good Woman I thank you, 
you another difh of fith one of thefe 
hen, beg another Song of you. Come 
et Mazdlin alone: do not you offer to 
ce.Look, yonder comes mineHofefs, 
ofupper. How now? is my Bro- 
er come ? 

G: Yes, and a friend with him, they 
| glad to hear that you are in thefe parts, 
ong, to {ee you, and long tobeat fupper, 
acy be very hungry. (en 


CHAP. V. 


how to Fifb for, and hony 
rout a# Artificial Min - 
swith fome Merrimenc. 


Well met Brother Peter , I hearcl 
m and a friend would lodge here tc) 
d that hath made me to bring my; 
lodge here too. My Friend is on: 
fain bea Brother of the Angle, hie 
an Angler but this day, and I have 

how to catch aChub by daping witla 
pper , and the Chub he caught was a 
lufty 


Shes 
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lufly one of nineteen inches long. But py, 
Brother Peter who is your companion ¢ 1 

Peter. Brother Pifeator,my friend is an hy 
neft Country-man, and his name is Corédon,ay 
he isa downright witty companion that mq 
me here purpofely to be pleafant and ca, 
Trout, And I have not yet wetted myLine {ing 
we met together? but I hope to fit him with, 


a Trout for his breakfaft, for Vle be carly 


P=) 
pepo? a 


up. 
 Pife. Nay Brother you fhall not flay. 
long: for look you here is a Trout 


it prefently, and get us what other meat ti 
houfe will afford,and give us fome of your bit 
Barly-wine, the good liquor that our hontl 
Fore-fathers did ufe to’ drink of; the dxim 
‘which préferved theit health, and made a 
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Jong, and to do fo many good 


O? my word this Trout is perfe@ in 
ome, I thank you, and here is a hearty 
you, and to all the brothers of the 
herefoever they be, and to my young 
good fortune to morrow : I will fur- 
with a Rod, if you will furnith him 
e reft of the Tackling; we, will fee him 
make him a Fither. 
Iwill tell him one thing for his encou- 
t, that his fortune hath made him hap- 
: Scholar to fuch a Mafter ; a Mafter 
knows as much both of the nature and 

of fifhas any man : and canalfo tell 
ell how to catch and cook them, from 
now tothe Salmon, as any that I ever 
NG ae 
tuft me, brother Peter, 1 find my 
e fo futableto my own humour, 
© befree and pleafant , and civilly 
that'my refolution is to hide nothing 
low from him. Believe me, Scholar, 
fefolution ; and fo here’s to youa 
ught, and to all that love us, and the 
of Angling. 

fi me , good Mafter, you hall not 
eed in barren ground , for I hope to 
in increafe anfwerable to your 
however you hall find me obedi- 
ent, 
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ent, and thankful, and ferviceable to my}, 
abilitie. si oa 5 ’ 

' Pife. *Tis enough , honeft Scholar , co, 
lets to {upper.. Come my friend: Corédoy ws 
Trout looks lovely , it was twenti¢ two ing), 
when it was taken , and the belly of it look 
fome part of it as yellow as a Marigold, g 
part of it as whiteasa lilly, and yet’ methiny 


it looks better in thisgood fawce. 

« Cor. Indeed honeft friend, it looks well, ay 
| taftes well, I thank you for it, and fo dothy 
friend Peter, or elfe he is to blame. ; 
: Pet. Yes,'and fo 1do, we all thank you, aj 


when we Have fupt, I will get my friend Corid 

to fing you a Song for requital. . 
Gor, Iwill fing afong, if any body wil! fig 
another ; elfe, to beplain with you, I millfiy 

none : 1 amnone of thofe that fing for meaty 
for company: I fay, *Tis merry in Hall, wha 
* men fing all. 4 

~ Pas. V1 promife you Tl fing a fong, that wa 
__ Jately made at my requeft, by Mr. William Bal 
“one that hath made the choice fongs of tt 
Hunter in bis cariere,and of Tom of Bedlam, am 
_ . any others of notes and this that 1 will fing 
in praife of Angling. ; 

* Cor, And then mineMhall be the praife af 

* Gonntry mans life = What will the ret fing 
"Pet. 1 will promife you, 1 will fing aul 
fong in praife of Angling to morrow Mig, 
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not part till then, but Fifh to mor- 
up together, and the next day every 
Fifhing, and fall to his bufineffe. 

, Lisamatch, and I will provide you 
or a Catch againft then too, which 
e fome addition of mirth to the com- ‘ 
wr we will beciviland as merry as beg« 


*Tis a match my Mafters, lets ev’n fay 
and turn to the fire, drink the other 
et our whiftles, and fo fingaway all 
ughts. 
sonmy Mafters , who begins? I think 
to draw cuts,and avoid contention. 

It isa match. Look,the fhorteft cut falls 
One 

Well then,! will begin, for I hate con- 


CORID ONS Song. 


ithe {weet contentment 
atry=man doth find | 

bh trolollie loe. 

b trolollie lee , 

et contemplation 

all my, > 

are away., 
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spi 


For Courts are full of flattery , 
As bath too oft been tri’d; 
high trolollie lollie lee, &c. 
The City full of wantonnefs , 
- And both are full of pride: 
Then care away, &c. 


But ob the honeft Country-man 
Speaks truely from his heart , 
high trolollie lollie lee, &e. 
His pride is in bis tillage, 
His borfés,and bis cart : 
Then care away, &c. 


Our cloathing is good fheep skins , 
Grayruffet for our wives , 
high trolollie lollie lee, ec. 
°Tis warmth and not gay cloatbing 
That doth prolong our livess . 
Then care away , &c. 


The plough man,though be labour bara, 
Yet on the Holy-Day , — 
high trololiie lollie lee, &c. 
No Emperour 0 merrily, 
Does paffe bis time away + 
‘Thencare away , &c 


(via: 
“sgt 


trolollie lollie lee , &c. 
ur {weet refrefbmerits 
b affords us bowers: 
encarc away, &c. 


'Cuckow avd the Nightingale 


ntry-man enjoyes 5 

gh trololie lollie lee, ec, 
igh others think they have as much , 
@ that fays fo lies : 
hen come away; turn ; 
atry man with me: 


Fo; Chalkbill, 


Well fung Coridon, this fong was fung 
€3 and it was choicely fitted to the 
thall love you for it as long as I know 
uld you were a brother of the Angle, 
inion that is chearful, and free 
g and {currilous difcourfe, is worth 
love fuch mirth as does not make 
: H2 friends 
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friends afhamed to look upon one another ne 
morning 3 ner men ( that cannot well bear j 
to repent the money they fpend when they} 
warmed with drink: and take this for a ry 
You may pick out fuch times and fuch com ; 
nies, that you may make your felves men, 
fora little than a great deal of money; for 1 
the company and not the charge that makes 1, 
feaft : and fuch a companion you prove, I thay, 
you for it. 

But I will not complement you out of th 
debt that I owe you, and therefore I will bepiy 
my Song and wifhit may be fo well liked. 


The Anglers Song. 


As inward love breeds outward talk, 
The Hound fome praife , and fome the Hawk: 
Some better pleas’d with private fport , 
Ufe Tennis, fome a Miftrels court: 
_ But thefé delights I neither wifh, 
Nor envy, while I freely fih. 


Who Hunts, doth oft in danger rides 
Who Hawks, lures oft both far and wide ; 
Who ufes Games (hall often prove 
A lofers but who falls in love , 
Is fettered in fond Cupids fnare : 
My Angle breeds me no fuch care. . 
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ation there is none — " 
Fifbingis alone 5 
paftimes dono leffe | 
mind and body both poffeffe : 
and alone my work can doe, 


can fille and ftudy too, aS ; 


not, 1, to fifh in feas 

ivers belt my mind do pleafe, 
faecet calm courfe I contemplate , am 
ckin life to imitates : ‘ 
ivil bounds 1 fain would keep , 

for my paft offences weep. 


ben the timorous Trout I wait 


ais more welcom to my difh , 
my angle was my fifh , 


tent no prize totake , 
of taken prize to make > 
H 3 
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. For fo our Lord was pleafed when . 
He fibers made fibers of men : 
Where ( which is in nootber game ) 
_ A manmay fifo and praife bis name, 


The firft men that our Saviour dear 
Did chufe to wait upon him here , 
Bleft Fifbers were, and fifh the lat 
Food was, that he on earth did tafte. 
I therefore ftrive to follow thofe ‘ 
Whom he to follow him bath chofe , 


Cor. Wellfung brother, you have paid you 
debt in good coin, we Anglers are all behold, 
ing to the good man that made this Song.Com 
hae give us more Ale, and lets drink 

im. 

And now lets every one go to bed that we 
may rife early 5 but firft lets pay our reckoning, 
for I will have nothing to hinder me in thy 
morning for my purpofe is to prevent the Sum 
rifing. 

Pet. A match; Come Coridon, you are to bg 
my Bed-fellow: Y know , brother, you and 

. your Scholar will lie together ; but where {hall 
We meet to morrow night? for my friend Co 
ridon and I will goup the water towards War 

Pifc. And my Scholar and I will go dows 


I 


_ towards Walsham. 
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hen lets meet here, for here are frefh 
at {mell of Lavender, and Lam fure we 
expect better meat, or better ufage in 


Ce 
Tis a match, Good night to every body. 
And fo fay 1. 


@, Good morrow good Hoftefs, I fee my 
er Peter is ftillin bed: Come give my 
ar and me a Morning-drink, and a bit of 
to breakfaft , and be fureto get a good 
of meat or two againft {upper , for we thal 
ome as hungry as Hawks. Come Scho- 
lets be going. idk 

enat. Well now, good Mafter, as we walk 
wdsthe River give me direction, accor- 
© your promife, how I fhall fifh for a 


ife. My honeft Scholar, 1 will take this ve- 
venient opportunity to do it. 

Trout is ufually caught with a worm or 
aw, (which fome calla Penk) or witha 
seithe? a natural or an artificial flie. con- 

s which three I will give you fome obfer- 
s and directions. 

d firft for Worms : Of thefe there be very 
forts, {ome breed only in the earth, asthe - 
‘worm others of or amongft Plants, as __ 
ug-mworm, and others breed either out of 
H4 Excre= 
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_ excrements,or in the bodies of living creatures 
as in the horns of Sheep or Deer} or fome ,} 
dead flefh,as theMaggot or gentle,and others, 
Now thefe be mott ofthem particularly goo 
for particular Fifhes: but for the Trout the dey 
worm, (which fome alfo call the Lob-worm), 
the Brandling are the chiefs and efpecially thy 
firft for a great Trout, and the latter for a leg 
There be a'fo of Lob-mworms fomecalled quirre 
- tailes, ( a worm that hasared head, a ftreake 
_ down the back and a broad tail) which aren. 
ted to be the beft, becaufe they are the tougheg 
and moft lively, and live longeft in the wate: 
for you are to know, that a dead worm is butg 
dead bait and like to catch nothing, compared 
toa lively, quick, ftirring worm:and for.a Brand. 
ling, he is ufually found in an old dunghil, oy 
fome very rotten place near to it: but mofty 
fually in Cow-dung, or hogs-dung, rather thay 
horferdung, which is fomewhat too hot and dry 
for that worm. But the beft of them are to be 
found in the bark of the Tanners which they 
eaftup in heaps after they have ufed it about 
their leather, 
There are alfodivers other kinds of worms 
which for colour and fhape alter evenas the 
ground out of which they are got, as the marjh- 
worm, the tag-tail,the jtag-worm,the duck-worm, 
‘the oak-worm, the gilt-tayle, the twachel or le 
‘pporm( which of all others is the moft excel 
bait 
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almon) and too many to name, even 
ts, as fome think there be of feveral 
rubs, or of feveral kinds of birds in 
of which I fhall fay no more, but tell 
t what worms foever you filh with,are 
ter for being well fcowred , that is 
before they be ufed 3 and in cafe you 
been fo provident , then the way to 
eand {cowr them quickly, is to put them 
a¢ in water,if they be Lob-worms,and then 
em into your bag with fennel: but you 
not put your Brandlings above an hour in 
,and then put them into fennel for fuddain 
but if you have timeand purpofe to keep 
Jong, then they be beft preferved in an 
en pot with good fore of Moffe, which is to: 
th every three or four dayes in Summer, 
very week or eight dayes in Winter: or at | 
the moffe taken from them,and clean wath- 
jand wrung betwixt your hands till it be dry, 
hen put it to them again. And when your 
, efpecially the Brandling, begins to be 
d lofe of his bignefs, then you may re- 
him, by puttinga little milk or cream 
t a fpoonful in a day) into them by drops 
ffes and if there be added to the cream 
beaten and boiled in it,then it will both 
d preferve them long. -And note, that 
he kuot, which is near to the middle of 
maling begins to {well, then he is fick, 
and, 


) 
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and, if he be not well look’d to , is near dyin 
And for moffe, youare to note, that there beg” 
vers kinds of it, which I could name to yo, 
but will onely tell you, that that which is like? 
a Backs-Horn is the beft, except it be foft whj, 
mof, which grows on fome heaths,and is hay 
tobe found. And note, that inavery dry tin, 
when you are put to an'extremity for worn,’ 
Walnut-tree leaves {queez’d into water, or fy, 
in water, to make it bitter or falt, and then tha 
water poured on the ground, where you tha} 
~ fee wormsare ufed to rife in the night,will may 
them to appear above ground prefently. Anj 
you may take notice fome fay that Campbire py 
into your bag with your moffe and worms, 
gives them a ftrong and fo tempting a {mel}, 
that the filh fare the worfe and you the bette 
for it. 

And now, I fhall thew you how to bait your 
hook with a worm,fo as thall prevent you from 
much trouble, and the lofs of many a hook too, 
when you Fith for a Trout with a running line; 
that is to fay, when you fith for him by hand at 
the ground, I will direét you in this as plainly 
asI can, that you may not miftake. 

Suppofe it be a big Lob-worm, put your bok 
into him fomewhat above the middle,and out 
gain alittle below the middle: having fo dont 

- deaw your worm above the arming of your book, bus 
uote that at the entring of your book it mu(t not bt 
at 
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end of the worm, but at the tail-end 
a (that the point of your hook may come out 
the head-end) and having drawn bim a. 
arming of your book, then put the point of 
kk, again into the very head of the worm, 
me near tothe place where the point of the 
came out: and then draw back that 
be worm that was above the fhank or arm- 
pur book, and fo fifh with it. And if you 
fife with tro worms, then put the fecond 
e you turn back the books-bead of the firft 
5 you cannot lofe above two or three worms 
ou attain to what I diredi you 5 and baving 
‘it, you will find it very ufeful, aud thank 
p it : For you will run on the ground with. 
angling. 
ow for the Minnow or Penk he is not eafily 
land caught till March , orin April , for 
he appears firft inthe River, Nature ha- 
taught him to fhelter and hide himfelf in 
Winter in ditches that be near to the River, 
there both to hide and keep himfelf warm 
mud or inthe weeds, which rot not fo 
as in a running River, in which place if he 
‘in Winter,the diftempered Floods that are 
ly in that feafon,would fuffer him to take 
but carry him head-long to Mills and 
to his confufion. And of thefe Méanows, 
ware to know, that the biggeit fize is. 
beft ; and next, that the middle lize and 
the 
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the whiteft are the beft: and then you are tg 
know, that your Miazow mutt be fo put on yoy, 
hook that it muft turn round when ’tis dray, 
againft the ftream, and that it may turn nimb},_ 
you muft put it on a big-fized hook as I thay 
now direct you, which is thus. Put your hoo, 
in at his mouth and out at his gill, then havin 
drawn your hook 2 or 3 inches beyond 
through his gill, put it again into his mouth 
and the point and beard out at his taile, ang 
then tie the hook and his taile about very neat. 
ly witha white thred, which will make it the 
apter to turn quick in the water ; that done, pull 
back that part of your line which was flack 
when you did put your hook into the Minnow 
the fecond time :I fay pull that part of your ling 
back fo that it hall faften the head, fo that the 
body of the Minnow fhall be almoft fireight on 
your hook ; this done, try how it will turn by 
drawing it crofs the water or againft a fircam,. 
and if it do not turn nimbly, then turn the tai] 
a little to the right or left hand, and try again, 
till it turn quick 5 for if not ? you are in danger 
to catch nothing 3 for know, that it is impoffible 
that it fhould turn too quick: And you are yet 
to know, that in cafe you want a Minnow, thena 
o {mall Loch or a Stickle-bag, or any other {mall © 
{ fith that will turn quick will ferve as well ; And 
| you are yet to know, that you may fale them, ~ 
and by that means keep them ready and i 4 
ule 
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ec or four days,or longer,and that of falt, 
is the beft. 
ere let me tell you, what many old 
rs know right well, that at fome times, 
fome waters a Minnow is not to be got, 
fore let me tell you, 1 have ( which I 
ew toyou ) an artificial Minxow,that will 
| Trout as well as anartificial Flie, and it 
e bya handfom Woman that hada fine 
and alive Minnow lying by her : the mould 
ly of the Minnow was cloth, and wrought 
r over it thus with a needle : the back of it 
ery [ad French green filk, and paler green 
wards the belly, fhadowed as perfetily as you 
agine, juft as you fee a Minnow 3 the belly 
rought alfo with aneedle, and it was a part 
bite filk, and another part of it with filver 
the tail and fins were of a quill,which was 
en thin, the eyes were of two little black 
Ip, and the head was fo fhadowed, and all of it 
oufly wrought, and fo exatily diffembled, 
would beguile any foarpe fighted Trout in a 
ream. And this Minnow I will now thew 
‘ook bere it is) and if you like it,lend it you, 
‘two or three made by it, for they be eafily 
L about an Angler, and be of excellent ufeé; 
@, that a large Trout will come as fiercely 
linuow, as the bighet mettled Hawk doth 
ta Partridg, or a Grey-bound on a Hare. 
‘been told, that 160 Miésnows have been 
found 
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found ina Trouts belly; either the Trout had g 
voured fo many3or theMiller that gave it a fri. i 
of mine had forced them down his throat atte, 
he had taken him. ; 1 

Now for Flies, which is the third bait wher, 
with Trozts are ufually taken.You are to kno 
that there are fo many forts of Flies as there ,2 
‘of Fruits : 1 will name you but fome of ther 
as the dun-flie , the ftone-flie, the red-flie, the 
moor-flie, the tawny-flie, the fhell-flie, the cloud 
or blackifh-flie, the flag-flie, the vine-flie : ther, 
be of flies, Caterpillars, and Canker-flies, ang 
Bear-flies, and indeed too many either for me tg 
name or for you to remember: and their bree 
ding is fo various and wonderful, that I might 
_ €afily amaze my {elf and tire you in a relatiog 
of them. 

And yet I will exercife your promifed pati. 
ence by fayinga little of the Caterpillar or the 
Palmer-flie or worm , that by them you may 
guefs what a work it were in aDifcourfe but to | 
run over thofe very many flies, worms and little 
living creatures with which the Sun and Sums 
mer adorn and beautific the River banks and 
Meadows both for the recreationand contem- 
plation of us Anglers,pleafures which ( 1 think) 
— my felf enjoy more than any other man that is 

notof my profefficn. : 

Pliny holds an opinion,that many have theit | 
birth or being from a dew that in the spi 

alls 
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the leaves of trees; and that fome 
hem are from a dew left upon herbs 
«6; and others from a dew left upon 
forts or Cabbages: All which kinds of 
being thickned and condenfed, are by the 
enerative heat moft of them hatch’d, and 
days made living creatures 3 and thefe 
ral fhapes and colours fome being hard 
tough , fome fmooth and foft; fome are 
din their head, fomein their tail, fome 
one: fome have hair, fomenone: fome 
ve fixteen feet, fome lefs, and fome have 
ne, but (asour Topfel hath withgreat = 
nce obferved ) thofe which have 7#4is bi- 
move upon the earth or upon yield 
ad leaves, their motion being not 

se to the waves of theSea. Some of them 
y obferves to be bred ofthe Eggs of other 
pillars, and that thofe in their time turn 
Butter-flies : and again , thattheir Eggs 
the following year to be Caterpillars, 
me affirm , that every plant has his par- 
t flie or Caterpillar, which it breeds and 
 Thave feen, and may therefore affirm 
een Caterpillar , or worm, as big asa 
eafcod , which had fourteen legs, eight 
belly, four under the neck, and two near 
, It was found on a hedge of Privet, 
taken thence , and put into a large 
ind a little branch or two of Privet 


put 
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put toit, on which I fawit feed as tharply ; 
a dog gnaws a bone : it lived thus tive op ¢ 
daies, and thrived, and changed the colour ty 
or three times,but by fome neglect in the ke 
er of it, it then dyed and did not turn to g fl 
but if it had lived, it had doubtlef turned 5 
one of thofe flies that fome call flies of prey 
which thofe that walk by the Rivers may #! 
Summer, fee faften on fmaller flies, and J thin 
make them their food. And °tis obfervab}. 
that as. there be thele flies of prey which be ve 
large, fo there be others very little, created I 
think, only to feed them, and breed out of | 
know not what whofe life, they fay, Natug 
intended not to exceed an hour,and yet that life 
‘is thus made fhorter by other flies, or accident, 
*Tis endlefs to tell you what the curious fe. 
chers into Natures productions have obferyed 
of thefe Worms and Flies: But yet 1 hall ta 
you what Aldrovandus, our Topfél, and others 
fay of the Palmer-rworm or Caterpillar, That 
whereas others content themfelves ‘to feed on 
particular herbs or leaves, (for moft think tho 
very leaves that gave them life and fhape, give 
_them a particular feeding and nourifhment,and 
that upon them they ufually abide ). yet he ob 
_ ferves, that'this is called a pilgrim or palmete 
worm, for his very wandring life and various 
food ; not contenting himfelf ( as others do) 
_ with any one certain place for his abode, nora) 


ny 
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d of herb or flower for his feeding; 
Idly and diforderly wander up and 
nd not endure to be kept toadiet, or — 
particular place: 
nthe very colours of Caterpillars are, as 
ferved , very elegant and beautiful 
for a tafte of the reft ) defcribe one of 
_ which I will. fometime the next month 
you feeding on a Willow-tree, and you 
d him punctually to an{wer this very 
on; His lips and mouth fomewhat yellow, 
lack as fet, bis forebead purple, bis feet 
inder parts green’, bis tail two forked and 
‘the whole body ftained with a kind of red 
ich run along the neck and fhoulderblade, 
he the form of Saint Andxew’s Crofs, or 
tterX, made thus crof-wife, and a white 
raven down his back, to bis tail ; all which 
ch beauty to his whole body, And itis to 
bfervable,that at a fixed age this Caterpillar 
Over to cat, and towards Winter comes 
vered over with a itrange fhell or cruft 
n Aurelia , and fo lives a kind of dead 
out eating all the Winters yep sip 
hers of feveral kinds turn Fra, Bacon 
veral kinds of flies and ver- ¢apers 728 
; Spring following ( fo this @ 99+ #” 


. bis Natural 
r then turnsto be a pain- pip,,y, 


= le 
he, come my Scholar, you fee the River 
1 flops 
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ftops our morning walk , and I will alfo 
ftop my difcourfe, only as we fit down y, 
this Honey-fuckle hedg , whilft 1 look a Line 
fit the Rod that our brother Peter hath lent yq, 
T thall for alittle confirmation of what I j, 
faid, repeat the obfervation of Du Bartas ; 


God not contented to each kind to give, 6. py, 
And to infufe the vertue generative, Du Barry 
By his wife power made many creatures breed 
Of livele{s bodies without Venus deed, ' 


So the cold humor breeds the Salamander, 
wholin effed like to her births commander, 
With child with bundred winters ,with her toy, 
Quencheth the fire though glowing ne’r fo much, 


So in the fire in burning furnace {prings 
‘The Fly Perautta with the flaming wings ; 
Without the fire it dyes, in it it joyes, 
‘Living in that which all things elfe deftroyes, 

So flow Bodtes underneath him fees nie 
Insh’Iecylflands goflings barcht of trees, Cambden, 
Whofé fruitful leaves falling into the water, 

Aveturn’d (tis known )to living fowls foon afttn 


- Sorotten planks of broken fhips do change 
To Barnacles, O transformation firange! 


reen treé,then a broken bul}; 
mulbrome, now a flying Gull, 

 O my good Maficr , this morning- 
een {pent to my great pleafure and 
; but I pray, when fhall I have your 
ow to make artificial flies, Jike to 
that the Trout loves beft ? and alfo how 

bn? 


them: 
, My honeft Scholar , it is now paftfive 
ock, we will fith till nine, and then go 
ikfaft : Go you to yonder Sycamore-tree, 
de your Bottle of drink under the hollow 
fits for about that time, and in that 
e will make a brave breakfaft with a 
powderd Becf, anda Radifhor two 
have in my Fifh-bag ; we fhall, I warrant 
jake a good , honeft, wholfome, hungry 
, and I will then give you dire¢tion for 
ng and ufing of your flies: and in the 
ime there is your Rod and Line, and my 
is, that you fith as you fee me do, 
-try which can catch the firft Fith. 
thank you Mafter, I will obferve 
ice your dire@ion as far as I am 
Look you Scholar, you eT have hold 
th I now fee it isa Trout,I pray, 
Net under him, and touch not my 
“yeudo, then we break all, Well done 
i thank you. 
. 12 Now 
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Now foranother. Truftme I have anoth 
bite: come Scholar, come lay down your Ro 
and help. me to land this as you did the ot, 
So, now we fhall befure to have a good ditk 
Fith for fupper. : 
Venat. 1 am glad of that ; but T have, 
fortune: fare, Mafter, yours is a better Rog 
and better tackling. ’ 
Pifc. Nay, then take mine, and I wil] ft 
with yours. Look you, Scholar, I have ay 
thers come, doas you did before, And noy 
T havea bite at another: Oh me ! he has broke 
all ; there’s halfa line anda good hook lof, 
Venat. Y and a good Trout too. 
Pife. Nay, the Trout is not loft, for pra 
take notice no man can lofe what he neve 
had. 
- Venat. Matter, Ican neither catch with the 
firft nor fecond Angle : J have no fortune. _ 
Pife. Look you, Scholar,\ have yet another; 
and now having caught three brace of Trouts 
I will tell you.a fhort Tale as we walk towards 
our breakfatt: A Scholar ( 2 Preacher I fhould 
fay ) that mas to preach to procure the approbatio 
of @ Pari(h,that he might be their Lecturer, badgit 
from bis Fellow-pupil the copy of a Sermon that 
was firft preached with great. commendation, 
by him: that compofed its and. though the 
borrower of it: preach’d. it, word for word, & 
is ras at firft, yet it was utterly difliked as it mm 
Cont preach 
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py the fecond to bis Congregation: which 
w-borrower complained of to the lender 
sd was thus anfmwered ; I lent you indeed 
le, Dut not my Fiddleltick , for you are 
tbat every one cannot make mufick, with 
swhich are fitted for my own mouth.And 
holar, youare to know, that as the ill 
ion or ill accenting of words in a 
fpoils it,fo the ill carriage of your lines 
ing, even toa foot in a right. place, 
ou lofe your labour : and you are to 
at though you have my Fiddle,that is, 
od and Tacklings with which you 
chFith ; yet you have not my Fiddle- 
at is, you yet have not skillto know 
carry your hand and line, nor how. to 
t to aright place: and this muft be 
u (for you are to remember I told 
ling isan Art) either by practice,or a 
fervation or both. But take this for a 
hen you fith for a Trout with a Worm, 
line have fo much, and not more Lead 
Ilfit the ftream in which you fifhs that 
fay; more ina great troublefom ftream 
a fmaller that is quieter 5 as near as may 
nuch as will tink the bait to the bottom, 
p it fill in motion,jand not more, 
w lets fay Grace and fall to breakfafi: 
you, Scholar, to the providence of an 
t?.does not this meat tafte well? and 
13 was 
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was not this place well ‘chofen to eat ita, 
this Sycamore-tree will fhade us from the 9, 

eat 

‘Venat, All excellent good, and my flomayy 
excellent good too. And I-now Femethha, 
and find that true which devout ‘Lefiu g, 
That poor men,and thofe that fat often,bave riyy 
more pleasure in eating than rich men and g| 
tour, that always feed before their Stomachs ay 
empty of their lat meat, and call for more» p. 
by that means ithey rob themfélves of that ples 
Sure that hunger brings to poor men, Andy 
do ferioufly approve of that faying of yous: 
Lhat you had rather be a civil, well goverg 
well grounded, temperate, poor ‘Angler, thay, 
drunken Lord. « Butt hope there is none {uch 
however lam certain of this, that T have heey, 
at many very coftly dinners that have nora 
forded me half the content that this has done, 
for which 1 thank God and you. ay 

And now good Mafter,proceed to your prot 
mifed direction for making atid’ ordering my 
Artificial flie 1 ORS i 

“Pifc. ‘My hone Scholar, I will do it, for it 
isa debt due unto you by my promi : and 
becaufe' you {hall not think your felf more et 
gaged tome than indeed you really are, I will 
freely give’ you fuch directions as were lately 
given to me by an ingenuous brother of the 
Angle, ai honeft man, and a moft exccllent 
Fliefifber. You 
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| made Flies to Angle with upon the 
e water (noteby the way, that. the 
afon of ufing thefe is in.a bluftering 
lay, when the waters arefo troubled 
natural flie cannot be feen, or reft up 
.) The firlt is the dun-flie in March,the 
ade of dun wool, the wings of the 

es feathers. The fecond is another 
ie, the body of Black wool,and the wings 
£ the black Drakes feathers, and of the 
rg under his tail. The third is the flone- 
April, the body is made of black wool 
‘yellow under the wings, and. under the 
ind fo made with wings of the Drake. The 
the ruddy Flie in the beginning,of May, 
made of red wool wrapt about. with 


with the feathers of a red Capon alfo, 

ang dangling on his fides next to the 

éfitth is the yellow ox greenifh-flie (in 
kewifle ) the body made of yellow wool, 
the wings made of the red cocks hackle or 

e fixth is, the black Flie in May alfo,the 
eof black wool and lapt about with 
of a Peacocks tails. the wings are 
the wings of a brown Capon with his 
hers inhis head. The feventh is the 
flie in June, the body is made of 


14 _ the 


tonote, that there are twelve kinds — 


filk, and the feathersare the wings of the | 


Lwitha yellow lift oncither fide, and 


igi 
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the wings taken off the wings of a Buzzaty 
bound with black braked hemp.The eighth ; 
the moorifh flie made with the body of dusk 
Wool, and the wings made of the blackith may 
of the Drake.The ninth is the tamny-flie, ao, 
until the middle of F#ne; the body Made op 
tawny-wool,the wings madecontrary one againg 
the other,made of the whitifh mail of the wiy 
Drake. The tenth is the Wafp-flie in Fully, the 
body made of black wool, lapt about with yee 
low filk, the wings made of the feathers of the 
Drake, or of the Buzzard. The Eleventh js the 
Shell-flie, good in mid Fuly, the body made of 
greenifh wool, lapt about with the herle of g 
Peacocks tail; and the wings made of the 
wings of the Buzzard. Thetwelfth is the dark 
Drake-fliegood in Auguft,the body made with 
black Wool, lapt about with black filk: his 
wings are made withthe mail of the black 
Drake, with ablack head, Thus have you a 
ury of flies likely to betray and condemn all 
the Trouts in the River. ol 

I thallnext give you fome other Directions 
for Flie-fifhing, fuch as are’given by Mr. The 
mas Barker, a Gentleman that hath {pent much 
time in Fithing: but I thall do it with a little 
variation. if 
Firft,let your Rod be light, and very gentle, 

{ take the beft to be of twopieces, and let not 
your Ling exceed (efpecially for three or . 4 
: mit links 
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¢tothe hook) Ifay, not exceed three 

airsat the moft, though you may Fith 

onger above in ‘the upper part of your 

ut if you can attain to Angle with one 

fhall have more rifes and catch more 

"Now you mutt be fare not to cumber 

elf withtoo long a Line , as moftdo: 

sfore you begin to Angle, caft to have 
nd ‘on your back, andthe Sun (if it 
to be before you, ahd to fifh down the 

nd garry the point or top of your 
Jownward, by which means the fhadow 
yr felf, and Rod too will be the leaft of- 
the Fith, for the fight of any fhade a- 
he fith,and fpoils your fport, of which 
ft take a great care, 

he middle of March (till which time a 
hould not in honefty catch a Trout) or in 
f the weather be dark, or a little win- 
‘cloudy, the beft fithing is with the Pal- 
worm, of which I laft {poke to you,but 
efe there be divers kinds, or at leatt of 
olours ; thefeand the May-flie are the 
of all Flic-angling, which are to be thus 


;you mufiarm your hook with the line 
de of it, then take your Sciffars, and 

ch of a brown Mallards feather as in 
wn reafon will make the wings ‘of it, 
ing withal regard to the bignefs or lit- 
_ tlenefs 
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tlenefS of your hook, then Jay the outmy 
Part of your feather next to your hook,then th 
Point of your feather next the thank of 
hook 5. and having fo done , whipit three a 
four times about the hook with the fame Si] 
with which your hook was armed, and having 
made the Silk faft, take the hackle of a Cy 
or Capons neck , or aPlovers top, which jg ‘t 
fually, better: take off the one fide of the feae 
ther, and then take the hackle, Silk, or Crewe 
Gold or Silver thred, make thefe fat at the 
bent of the hook, that is to fay, below your ar. 
ming; then you muft take the hackle, the Si, 
ver orGold thred,and work it up to the wings 
thifting or ftill removing your finger , as yoy 
turn the Silk about the hook: and {till looking 
at every fiopor turn, that your Gold,or what 
materials foever you make your Flie of, do: lig 
right and neatlysand if you find they do fo,then 
when you-have made the head,make all faft,and 
then work your hackle up to, the head, and 
make that faft: and then witha needle or pin 
divide the wing into two, and then with the 
arming Silk whip it about crofs-waies betwixt 
the wingsjand then with your thumb you muft 
‘turn the point of the feather towards the bent 
of the hook,and then work three or four times 
about the thank of the hook,and then view the 
proportion,and if all be neat and to your liking 
taften. ' 


no direGtion can be given to make 
dull capacity able to make 2 Flie 
yet I know,this with a little practice 
Jp an ingenuous Angler in a good de- 

but to fee a Flic made by an Artift in 
kind, is the beft'teaching to make it, and 
an ingenuous Angler may walk bythe Ri- 
nd mark what flies fall on the water that 
atch one of them,if he fee the Trouts 
ata flie of thatkind: and then having al- 
shooks ready bung with him, and having 
alfo always with him,with Bears hair, or 
i of a brown or {ad-coloured Heifer , 
f aGock or Capon, feveral coloured 
and Crewel to make the body of the flie, 
eathers of a Drakes head, black or brown 
ps wool, or Hogs wool, or hair, thred of 
and of Silver: Silk of feveral colours 
cially fad coloured to make the flies head :) 
cre be alfo other coloured feathers both 
ittle’birds and of peckled foul. © F fay, ha- 
fe with him ina bag, and trying to 
ie, though he mifs at firft, yet fhall 
hit it better, even to fuch a perfeGi- 
onecan well teach hims and if he hi¢ 
c¢/his Flie right, and have the luck to 
where there isitore of Trowts, a dark 
faright wind, he will catch fach ftore 


Ore in love withthe Art of Fly-ma. 
Vena}, 
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as will encourage him togrow more 
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. Venat. But my loving mafter, if any wing 
will not ferve, thenI with were in Lapla, 
to buy a good wind of one of the honeft Wit, 
ches, that fell fo many winds there,and fo che, 

Pife. Marry Scholar, but I would NOt he 
there, nor indeed from under this tree: 
look how it begins to rain, and by the Clouds. 
if I miftake not we hall: prefently have al 
{moaking fhowre , and therefore fit clofe, ¢; 
Sycamore-tree will thelter us:and I will tell yoy 
as they fhall come into my mind, more obfe’ 
vations of flie-fifhing for a Trout. 

But firft for the wind, you are to take no, 
_ tice, that of the winds the Southwind is {aid to 
be beft.One obferves, That 


be When the wind is South, 
It blows your bait into a fifhes mouth, 


Next to that,the Weft wind is believed tobe 
the beft: and having told you that the Eqf 
wind is the worft, I need. not tell you which 
wind is the beftin the third degree : And yet 
(as Solomon obferves ) that He that confiders the 
wind fhall never fow: {fo he that bufies his head 
toomuchabout them , (if the weather benot — 
made extream cold by an Eaft wind) fhall bea 
little fuperftitious : For as it is obferved by 
fome, That there is no good Horfe of a bad co 
lour; fo I have obferved that.if it bea sloai 

: Gay, 
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not extream cold, let the Wind fit in 
sner it will, and do its worftI heed it 
nd yet take this for a rule, that I would 
gly fifh ftanding on the Lee-fhore: and 
eto take notice,that the fith lies or fwims 
ver the bottom,and in deeper water inWin- 
ninSummer ; and alfo nearer the bot- 
any cold day , and then gets neareft the 
de of the water. 
I promifed to tell] you more of the Flie- 
ra ‘Zrout, which I may have time e- 
todo, for youfee it rains May-butter 
ra May-Flie, you may make his body 
reenifh coloured Crewel, or Willowith 
ur 5 darkning it in mott places with waxed 
,or rib’d with black hair, or fome of them 
with filver thred 5 and fuchWings for the 
as you fee the flie to have at that feafon ; 
t that very day on the water, Or you 
ke the Oak-flie with an Orange-tawny 
k ground, and the brown of a Mal- 
feather for the Wings 3 and you are to 
_ that thefe two are moft excellent. flies, 
he May-flie and the Oak-Flie.: And let 
ain tell you, that you keep as farfrom 
ater as you can poflibly, whether you fith 
lie or worm, and fifh down the ftream} 
n you fifh witha flic,if it be poffible,let 
wt of your line touch the water, but-your 
ly 3 and be ftil! moving your flie upon the 
i water, 
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water, or cafting it into the water,you your re 
being alfo always moving down the ftream, 
Barker commends {everal forts of the Pal, 
flies ; not only thofe rib’d with filver and gojg 
but others that have their bodies all made ,} 
black, or fome with red,and ared-hackle , You 
may alfo make the Hamthona-flie, which is ay | 
black,andmot big, but very {mall, the fmnalig 
the better; or the Ozk-Flie,the body of Which 
is Orange-colour and black Crewel, with 
brown Wing yor a flic made with a Peacooky 
feather, isexcellent in abright day: You mug 
be fure you want not in your Magaxine-bg 
the Peacocks feather, and grounds of fuch woo} 
and Crewel as will make the Grafhopper 5 and 
note that ufually the fmalleft flies arethe beit; ” 
and notealfo, that the light flie docs ufually 
_ make moft {port ina dark day , and the darkeg 
and leaft fliein a bright orclear days and lafily 
note, that,you are to repair upon any occafion 
to your Magazine-bag, and upon any occafion 
vary and make them lighter or {adder accords 
ing to your fancy or the day. iit. Tuom 
And now | fhall tell you, that the fifbing. 
with a natural flic is excellent, and affords 
much pleafure ; they may be found thus, the 
May-flte ‘ufually in and. about that month 
near to. the River fide, efpecially againit rains 
the Ozk-Flie.on the butt or body of an Ozkor 
Alb tcom the: beginning of May to the end of 


Angus 
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is abrownith flie, and eafie to be fo 
d ftands ufually with his head down- 
satis to fay, towards the root of the 
the {mall black flie, or Hawthorn fiie , 
had on any Hawthorn bufh after the 
omeforth: with thefe and a fhort 
Ifhewed to Angle for a Chub )you may 
p,and alfo with a Grajbopper behind 
orin any deep hole, fill making it to 
-onthe top. of the water, asifit were a- 
nd fill keeping your felf out of fight,you 
sertainly have port if there be Tronts ; 
hot day, but efpecially in the evening 
hot day you will have fport. _ 
ad now,Scholar, my direction for flie-fi- 
js ended with this fhowre, for it has done 
; and now look about you, and fee how 
ly that Meadow looks; nay, andthe 
{wells as {weetly too. Come, let me 
what holy Mr.Herbert fays of fuch days 
wers as thefe, and then we will thank 
rwe enjoy them, and walk to the Ri- 
fit down quietly, and try to catch the 
race of Trouts. 


day, focol, fo calm,fo bright, 

ridal of the earth and skie, 

et dews (hall weep thy fall to night, 
s for thou muft die. 


Sweet 
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Sweet Rofé, whofe hew angry and brave 
Bids the rah gaxer wipe bis eye, 
Thy root is ever in its grave, 
and thou muft die, 


Sweet Spring, full of facet days and rojz,_ 

A box where freets compatied lye; 7 

My Mufick hems you have your clofes, 
and all muft dye. 


Only afieet and vertuous foul, 

Like feafined Timber never gives, 

But whenthe whole world turns to coal; 
then chiefly lives, 


Venat. 1 thank you, good Mafter, for you, 
good direction for Flie-hthing,and for the {weet 
enjoyment of the pleafant day, which is( 
far {pent without offence to God or man; and 
I thank youfor the {weet clofe of your dif 
courfe with Mr. Herberts Verfes, who I have 
heard loved Angling: and I do the rather be 
lieve-it, becaufe he had a fpirit fuitable to An- 
glers,and to thofe primitive Chriftians,that you 
love,and have fo much commended. 

Pifé. Well my loving Scholar, and I am 
pleafed, to know that you are fo well plealed 
with my direction and difcourfe. 

And fince you like thefe Verfes of Mr.Ha- 
berts fo well, let me tell you what a revere 

an 
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livine that profeffes to imitate 
;indeed done fo.moft excellently) 
ur Book of Common Prayer,which 
ill like the better, becaufe he is a 
ine, and Iam fure no enemy to 


_ (not ? 
by th*book?and common ? Yes why 
_ The Spirit of grace,” 
And fupplication, 

e _ Is not left free alone 

For time and place, 

er to: toread or {peak by rote, 

alike to him, that prayes 

rt, what with his mouth he fays, 


in private by themfelves alone 
Do praymay take 
What liberty they pleafe; 
In chufing of the ways. 
" Whereinto make 
ils moft intimate affetiions known 
at fees in fecret, when 
oft concéal’d from other men, 


that unto others leads the way 

pe In publick prayer, 
Should do it fo 

As all that bear may know 


K They 
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; They need not fear 

To tune their hearts unto bis tongue, and fay 7 
Amen; xot deubt they were betray’d =~? 
Toblafpheme,when they meant to have pray» L 


Devotion will add Life unto the Letter, \ 
ys And why fhould not 
That which Authority 
Preferibes ejteemed be 
Advantage got ? 

If th? prayer be good,the commoner the better, 
Prayer in the Churches words, as well 
As fenfe, of all prayers bears the bell. 

Ch. Harvie, 


And now,Scholar, 1 think it will be time to 
repair to our Angle-rods, which we left inthe 
water,to fith for themfelves,and you fhall chufe 
which fhall be yours sand it is an even lay, one 
of them catches. 

And let me tell you, this kind of fithing 
with a dead rod, and laying night-hooks, ate 
like putting money to Ufe, for they both work 
for the Owners, when they do nothing, but 
fleep,or eat, Or rejoyces as you know we have 
done this laft hour, and fate as quietly and # 
free from cares under this Sycamore, as Virgilt 
Tityrus and his Melibews did under their broad, 
Beech-tree : No life; my honeft Scholar , 10 


life fo happy and fo pleafant, as the life of , 
: we 
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rexned Angler; for when the Lawyer 
wed up with bufinefs, and the Statef= 
preventing or contriving plots, then we 
‘omplip-banks, hear the birds fing, and 
our felves in as much quietnefs as thefe 
Iver ftreams, which we now fee glide fo 
byus. Indeed my good Scholar,we may 
Angling,asDr.Boteler {aid of Strawberries; 
bilefS God could have made a better berry,but 
10 God never did: And fo (if I might be 
) God never did make a more calm,quiet, 
cent recreation than Angling. 

Ie tell you Scholar, when I fate laft on this 
bank, and look’d down thele Mea- 
I thought of them as Charles the Em- 
sur did of the City of Florence: That they 
¢ too pleafant to be look’d on,but only on Holy- 
¢; as I then {ate on this very grafs, Iturn’d 
efent thoughts into verfe: *I'wasa with 
Tle repeat to you. 


The Anglers withs 


Tinthefeflowry Meads wou'd be : 
Thefe Chryjtal jtreams foouldfolace mes 
whofe harmonious bubling noife, 
ith my Angle wo'd rejoice . 
ere and fee the Turtle-dove, 
urt bis chaft Mate to atts of love, 


K 2 On” 


124 She Compleat Angler. Pare y 
: “ Or on that bank:, feel the weft wind : 
Breath health and plenty,pleafe my mind 
Tofee fweet dew-drops kifs thefe flowers, 

+ Like And then wafht off by April-fhowen,. 

Hermit Here bear my Kenna fing* a fong 

poor. There fee a Black-bird feed her Joung 

(Ov a Leverock build her neft 5 ‘ 

' Here,give my weary fpirits reft, 

‘And raife my low pitcht thoughts above 
Earth or what poor mortals love : 
Thus free from Law-fuits,and the noifé 

Of Princes Courts I wou'd rejoyce. 


Or with my Bryan, and a ‘book, 
' Loyter long days near Shawford-brook 5 
There fit by bim, and eat my meat, 
“There fee the Sun both rife and fet: 
“There bid good morning to next day, 
There meditate my time aray : 
And angle on,and beg to bave 
A quiet palfage to a welcome grave. 


_ When Thad ended this compofure,I left this. 
place, and fawa Brother of the Angle fit under 
that hony-fuckle-bedg (one that will prove 
worth your acquaintance) I fate down by him, © 
and prefently we met with an accidental picce ” 
of merriment,which I will relate to you forit — 
rains ftill,< e a 

On the other fide of this very hedge fate 4 
aks ae gang 


NG 


Gypfies, and near to them fate a gang of 
: the Gypfies were then to divide all 
ey that had been got that week, cither 
aling linnen or poultrie, or by Fortune- 

,, or Legerdemain, or indeed by any 
‘er flcights and fecrets belonging to their 
rious Government.. And the fum that 
got that week proved to be but twenty 
me odd fhillings. The odd money was 


own Corporation ; and for the remaining 
yfhillings, that was tobe divided unto 
Gentlemen Gypfies according to their feve- 
ees in their Commonwealth. 

the firft or chiefeft Gypfie, was by con- 


hall men know is 6 s, 8d. 

fecond was to havea fourth part of the 
which all men know to be 5 s. 

he third was to have a fifth part of the 20 s. 
hall men know to be 4.5. 
he fourth and aft Gypfie, was to have a 
art of the 20 s. which all men know to 
4d. 
As for example, 

3 times 6 s.8 d.is——~20 & 
And fois 4 times 5's. 20 Ss 
And fo is § times 4s. ——- 20S 
And fo is 6 times 35.4 d.---20 Se 


» 


K3 And 
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to be diftributed amonyft the poor of . 


yhave a third part of the twenty fhillings; - 
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And yet he that divided the money was 
very a Gypfie, that though he gave to every on, 
thefe faid fums,yethe kept one fhilling of it fo | 


—himeelf, 
: As for Example, Sais de 
gene + 8 
5 D 
4 3) 
3 4 
make but ro: co) 


But now you fhall know, that when the four 
Gypfies faw that he had got one fhilling by. di- 
viding the money, though not one of them 
knew any reafon to demand: more, yet like 
Lords and Courtiers every Gypfie envied him 
‘that was the gainer, and wrangled with him, 
and every one faid the remaining _fhilling 
belonged to bim: and {0 they fellto fo higha 
conteft about it, as none that knows. the faith- 
fulnefs of one Gypfie to another, will eafily be- 
lieve ; only we that have lived thefe laft twenty 
years, are certain that money has been able to 
-domuch mifchief. However the Gypfier wert 
too wife to go to Law, and did therefore chule” 
their choice: friends Rook and Shark, and out 
Jate Englith Gufman to be their Arbitrators and” 
' ee Umpiress 
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and {o they left this Hony-fuckle-hedg, 
it to tell fortunes,and cheat,and get more 
d lodging in the next Village. 

nthefe were gone we heard as high a 
jon amongft the beggars, Whether it was 
so rip a Cloak, or to unrip a Cloak ? One 
afirmed it wasallone. But that was de- 
asking her, If doing and undoing were all 
hen another faid, “Iwas eafieft to unrip a 
k, for that was to let it alone. But fhe was 
ered, by asking her, how theunript it, if 
et it alone? And the confeft her felf mi- 
Thefe and twenty fuch like queftions 
s propofed, and anfwered with as much 
sarly Logick and earneftnels, as was ever 
d to proceed from the mouth of the moft 
inacious Schifmatick ; and fometimes all 
sgears ( whofe number was neither more 
f than the Poets nine Mufes ) talk’d all 
é about this ripping and unripping, and 
oud that not one heard what the other- 
but at laft one beggar crav’d audience, 
Id them, that old Father Claufe, whom 
Fobnfon in his Beggars-buth created King 
ir Corporation, was that night to lodg 
Ale-houfe ( called Catch-her-by-the-way } 
ar from Waltham-Crofs, and in the high- 
towards London; and he therefore defired 
fpend no more time about that and 
ke queftions, but refer all to Father 
K 4 Clanfe « 
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Clanfe at night, for he was an upright Jugs, 

and in the mean time draw cuts what S i ) 

fhould be next fang, and who thould fing ig? 

They allagreed to the motion, and the lot fel, 

veriett Vir it 

of the Company,and he fung Frank Davifsn, 


the burthen. 


iy Bright Shines the Sun,play beggars play, 
Here*s feraps enough to ferve to day. 


What noife of viols is fo fweet 

As when our merry clappers ring ? 

What mirth doth want when beggars meet? 

A beggars life is for a King : 
Est,drink and play , fleep when we lift, 

_ Go where we will fo flocks be mift, 

i Bright (hines the § un, play beggars play, 

Here's Joraps enough to ferve to day. 


‘The world is ours and ours alone, 
For we alone have world at will 3 
We purchafe not, all is our OW ity 
Both fields and ftreets we beggars fill : 
Play beggars play play beggers play, 
Here’s feraps enough to ferve to day. 


Ag 


therds of black and white 
owns fecurely feed 

ty dare us bite, 

peréfore. as fure us "Creed: 
¢ Lord it as they pleafe, 
gars live at eafe : es 
i fhines she fun, play beggars play, a 
isd enough to ferve to day. . 


Ithank you good Mafter, fos this 
merriment, and this Song, which was 
moured by the hey ed well remem- 

you. 
“But I pray forget not the Catch . 
ou promifed to make againft night, for 
atry-man, honeft Coridon, willexpe@ 
atch and my Song, which 1 mutt be for- 
satch up, for it is fo long {ince I learnt 
Thave forgot a part of it. . But come, — 
jath done raining, let’s firetch our legs 

| agentle walk to the River, and try 
intereft our Angles will pay us for lend- 
fo long to be ufed by the Trouts, lent 
decd, like Wfarers, for our protit and 
rudtion. 
h me, look you Mafter, a fith a fith, 
Matter, 1 have lott her! 

marry Sir, that was a good fith in- 
Thad had the lack to have taken up 
then ’tis twenty to one, he fhould 
not 


‘1300©|- Che Compleat Angler. Pay, 
not have broke my line by running to the yo 
end asyou fuffered him: 1 vvould have id 
him vvithin the bent of my Rod (unlefs he k P 
been fellow to the great Trout that is near an lll 
long, which was of fuch a length and depth thy: 
he had his picture drawn,and now is to be fo 
at mine Hoft Rickabies at the George in Way 
and it may be, by givingthat very great Troy 
the Rod, that is, by cafting it to him into th, 
water, I might have caught him at the long typ 
- for fo Lufe alwayes to do when I meet witha, 
overgrown fifh, and you will learn to do fo tgp | 
hereafter : for I tell you, Scholar, fifhing is ay 
Art ,or at leaft, it isan Art to catch fith. 

Venat, But Mafter, I have heard that the 
great Trout you {peak of is a Salmon. 

Pifé. Truft me Scholar , I know not what to 
fay to it. There are many Country people 
that believeHares change Sexes every year:And 
there be very many learned men think fo too, 
for in their diffeGting them they find many 
reafons to incline them to. that belicfAnd 
to make the wonder feem yet Jefs -that Hares” 
change Sexes,note that Doctor Mer. Cafaudm 
afirms in his book of credible and incredible 
things , that Gafper Peufeus a learned Phyfician, 
tells us of a people that once a year, turn wolv6s, 
partly in thape,and partly in conditions. And fo 
whether this were a Salmoz when he came into 


the freth water, and his not returning, into the 
(a 


tered him to another colouror kind, 
ble to fay; but Tam certain he hath all 
sof being a Trout both for his (rape, 
ad fpots, and yet many think he is not. 
. But Mafter , will this Trot which I 
lof die? for it is like he hath the hook 
lly. 

Twill tell you, Scholar , that unlefs the 
faft in his very Gorge, tis more than 
he will live, and a little time with the 
the water, will ruft the hook, and it will 
wear away: as the gravel doth in the 
of, which only leaves a falfe quarter. 
now Scholar, lets go to my Rod. Look 
olar, Thavea fith too, but it provesa 
headed Chub, and this is not much amifs, 
will pleafure fome poor body, as we go 
odging to mect our Brother Peter and 
fi Coridon. Come, now bait your hook 
nd lay it into the water,for it rains again; 
will ev’nretire to the Sycamore tree,and 
will give you more directions concern- 
hing: For I would fain make you an 


t. Yes, good Mafter, I pray let it be fo. 
Well Scholar, now we are fate down 
teafe, I fhall tell youa little more of 
ing,before I {peak of the Salmon(which 
thall be next, ) and then of the Pike or 
You are to know, there is night as well 

as 
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_ a8day-fithing fora Trout, and that in the 


_ night be not dark, then Fith fo with an Anti 


the beft Trouts come out of their holes : ay 
manner of taking them,is on the top of the Way 
witha great Lob or Garden-worm,or rather py. 
which you are to fith with ina place where ¢ 
waters runfomewhat quictly ( for in a Etre 
the bait will not be fo well difcerned.) I fay igs 
guiet or dead place near to fome {wift , ther 
draw your bait over the top of the water tog j 
fro, and ifthere be a good Trout in the hole 4, 
will take it, efpecially if the night be dark . § 
then he is bold and lies near the top of the Wa 
ter, watching the motion of any Frog or Wate, 
Rat or Afoufe that {wims betwixt him and the 
skie sthefe he hunts after, if he fees the water 
but wrinkle, or move in one of thefe dead hole 
where thefe great old Trouts ufually lie nearty 
their holds ;for you are to note, that the preg 
Old Trout is both fubtil and fearful , and lig 
clofe all day,and does not ufually ftir out of his 
hold, but lies in it as clofe in the day, as the tim 
rows Hare does in her form: for the chief feed. 
ing of either is feldom in the day, but ufually 
in the night, and then the great Trout feeds very’ 
boldly. © 
And you muft fith for him with a ftrong Ling, 
and nota little hook, and let him have time t0 
Borge your hook, for he does not ufuially forfake 
it, as he oft will in the day-fifhing : and if the 


ci} 
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ght-colour, and at the fnap: nay, 
metimes rife at a dead Moufe, or a 
h, or any thing, that feems to {wim 
ater , or to be in motion: thisis a 
, but Ihave not oft ufed it, becaufe 
of the pleafures, that fuch dayes as 
shat we two now enjoy, afford an Angler. 
ou are to know , that in Hampjhire , 
‘think exceeds all England for {wift 
, clear , pleafant Brooks, and ftore of 


sht of a Torch or ftraw , which when 
ve difcovered , they firike with a Trout- 
‘other wayes. This kind of way they 
very many, but I would not believe it 
was an eye-witnefs of it, nor do I like it 
ave feen it. : 
nat. But Mafter,do not Trouts {ee us in the 


Yes, and hear, and fmell too, both then 

a the day time, for Gefner obferves, the 
fells a Fith forty furlongs off him in the 
-:and thatit may be true, feems to be 
ed by SirFrancis Bacon(in the eighth Cen- 
his Natural Hiftory ) who there proves,’ 
ters may be the Medium of founds , by 
rating it thus, That if you knock, two 
gether very deep under the water, thofe that 
| bank, near to that place may bear the 
hout any diminution of it by the water. 
He 


hey ufe to catch Trouts inthe night, by 


this being fo well obferved and demonttrateq, 
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_ Healfo offers the like experiment concernip 
letting an Anchor fall by a very long Cable, 
‘rope ona rock, or the fand within-the Seq . | 


_ itis by that learned man, has made me tg he 
- lieve that Eeles unbed themfelves,and ftir at the 


noife of Thunder , and not only , as fore. 


think, by the motion or ftirring of the Carth 


which is occafioned by that Thunder. 
And this reafon of Sir Francis Bacon (Exp 
792.) has made me crave pardon of one that] 
laught at for affirming, that he knew Cay) 
come to acertain place ina Pond,to be fed » 
the ringing of a Bell, or the beating of, 
Dram : and however, it thallbe a rule for m 
to make as little noife as 1 can when I am fh, 
ing, untill Sir Fra#cis Bacon be confuted which 

_ I fhall give any man leave to do. 
And,left you may think him fingular in this 
opinion, I willtell you, this feems to be belie. 
ved by our learned Doctor Hackwell, who (in 
his Apology of Gods Power and Pravidence,f.360) 
quotes Pliny to report,that one of the Emperors 
had particular Fifh-ponds, and in them feverd 
Fith, that appeared and came when they were 
called by their particular names : and St. Famer 
tells us (chap.1.and 7.) that all things inthe Sea 
have been tamed by Mankind. And Pliny tells 
us (Ji. 9.35.) that Antonia the Wife of Drufis 
had a Lamprey,at whofe gils the hung Jen af 
ate 
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and that others have been fo tender- 
_as to fhed tears at the death of Fithes, 
they have kept and loved. And thefe 
tions, which will to moft hearers feem 
ul,feem to have a further confirmation 
artial ( lib. 4. epigr. 30.) who writes 


or fuge ne nocens, &ce 


, would’ft thou be guiltlefi? then forbear, 
efe are facred fithes that {wim beres - 

now their Sovereign,and will lick his hand; 
vhich none’s greater inthe worlds command: 
ore,th’ have names,tx when they called are, 
their feveral Owners Call repair. 


ithe further ufe that I thall make of this, 
e,to advife Anglers to be patient, and - 
wearing , left they be beard and catch no 


d fo I thall proceed next to tell you, itis 
n, that certain fields near Lemjter,a Town 
eford-flire, axe obferved to make the 
hat graze upon them more fat than the 
nd alfo to bear finer wool; that is to 
at, that year in which they feed in fuch 
ar pafture, they hall yield finer wool 
hey did that year before they came to 


it,and courfer again if they (hall retura 
to 


like to be lowfies- and as certainly, if I catch! 
Trout inthe next Meadow, he thall be Strong 
and red,and Jujty,and much better meat : Tryg 
me, Scholar, Ihave caught many a Trowt jn. 
particular Meadow, that the very fhape and 
the enameéll’d colour ‘of him. hath been 
fuch , as hath joyed. me to. -look .on him; 
_ and I have then with. much. pleafure concluded 
with Solomon, Every. thing is beautiful in his 
Seafon. % Dae ott ee pa ty . 
_ I thould:by promife {peak next of the Sal, 
mon, but I willby your favour fay a little of | 
the Umber -or Grayling; which is fo like q— 
Trout for his thape and feeding, that I defire 
Tmay exercife your patience, with a fhort dif. 
courfe of him, and then the nexct fhall be of the 
Salmon. aye ee ; 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


jons of the Umber or Grayling, 
directions how to fifh for them, 


The Umber and Grayling are thought 
fome to differ. as the Herring and Pil- 
. But though they may do foin other 
5, I think thofe,in England differ no- 
ut in their names. _ Aldrovandus fays; 
fa Trout kind : and Gefner fays, that 
ntry (which is Swifferland) he isac- 
he, choiceft of all Fith. Andin Italy, 
‘the month of May fo highly valued,that 
old then at amuch higher rate. than any 
h. The Frezch(which call the Chub Us 
all the Umber of the Lake Leman,Un 
Chevaliers and they value the ‘Umber 
wyling fo highly, that they fay he feeds on 
and lay that many have beencaught out 
ix famous River of Loyre,out of whofe bel- 
ns of Gold have been often taken. And 
think that he feeds on Water-time, and 
of it at his firft taking out of the water 3 
ey nay think fo with as good reafon as 
ido, that our Smelts fell like Violets at 
being firft caught ;. which | think is a 
oe ii 2 — §futhy 
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truth, Aldrovandus {ays, the Salmon,the G,, 

ling, and Trout, and all Fith that live in clea 
and fharp fireams, are made by their mothe 
Nature of fuch exact fhape and pleafant COloyss 
Purpofely to invite usto a joy and contengea’ 
nefs in feafting with her. Whether this ;, | 
truthor not, is not my purpofe to difpute shu 
*tis certain, all that write of the Umber declare 
him to be very medicinable. And Gefner fay, 
~ that the fatof an Umber or Grayling being f% 
witha little Honya day or twoin the Sunj, 
alittle glafs, is very excellent againft redneg 
or fwarthinef$, or any thing that breeds in the 
eyes. Salvian takes him to becalled Umby 
from his fwift fwimming or gliding out of 
fight, more like a fhadow or aGhoft than q 
‘fifh. Much more might be faid ‘both of hig 
fmell and taft, but I thall only tell you,that St, 
Ambrofée the glorious Bifhop of Millan ( who 
liv’d when the Church kept Fafting-days) calls 
him the flower-fifh, or flower of Fifhes, and that 
he was fo far in love with him, thathe would 
not let him pafs without the honour of a long 
Difcourfe; but I muft ; and pafs on to tell you 
how to take this dainty fith. 

Firft, Note, That he grows not to the big: 
nefs ofa Trout for the biggeft of them donot 
ufually exceed eighteen inches, he lives in fuch 
Rivers as the Trout does, and is ufually taken 


with the fame baits as the Trout is, and 7 
the 


manner, for he will bite both at the 
or Worm, or Fly, ( though he bites 
at the Minnow ) and is very game- 
he Fly,and much fimpler,and therefore 
na Trout, for he will rife twenty 
afly, if you mifs him, and yet rife a- 

has been taken with a fly made of 
feathers of aFarakits, a firange out- 


or a {mall moth, or indeed, at moft 
t are not too big. He is a Fith that 
fe all winter, but is very pleafant and 
mid- - April, andin May, andin the 
: he is of a very fine fhape, his 
|W ite, his teeth, thofe little ones that he 
re in his throat, yet he has fo tender a 
h,that he is oftner loft after an Angler has 
him,than any other Fifth. Though there 
ny of thefe Fithes in the delicate River 
nd in Trent, and fome other {maller 
as that which runs by Salisbury, yet 
not {0 general a Fifhas the Trout, nor to 
to eat or to angle for. And fo thall 
ave of him, and now come to fome 
itions of the Salmon, and how to catch 


wn 
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irdjand he will rife at a fly not un-— 


if if 
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CHAP. VII 


Obfervations of the Salmon, with dire Eioy 
how to filb for him. 


P’ SC. The Salmon is accounted the Kip 
of freth-water-fifh, and is ever bred j, 
Rivers relating to the Sea, yet fo high or fy 
from it 4s admits ofno tinGture of falt, or brack 
‘ifhnefS, He is {aid to breed or caft his {pawn jp 
moft Rivers in the month of Auguft: fome fay, 
that then they dig a hole or grave in a fafe plagg 
in the gravel,and there place their eggs or {pawn 
‘(after the Melter has done his. natural Office ) 
and then hide it moft cunningly, and cover jt 
‘over with gravel and ftones ; and then leaveit 
to their Creators protection, who by a gentk 
heat which he infufes inte that cold clement 
makes it brood and beget life inthe fpawa, 
and to become Samlets early in the {pring next 
following. ° ; 

“The Salmons having, {pent their appointed 
.» time, and done this Natural Duty in the frelh 
waterssthey then hafte to the Sea before Winter 
both the Melter and Spawner : but, if they be 
ftopt by Flood-gates or Weires or loft in the frelh 
waters; then, thofé fo left behind, by degréts 
prow/fick, and lean,and wnfeafoxable and Rr 

that 
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wer haps ( not unlike a Hawks beak) 
jinders their feeding, and in time fuch 
t behind, pine away anddye. °Tis 
that he may live thus one year from 
but he then grows infipid, and tafte- 
lofes both his blood and firength, and 
ind dies the fecond year. And ’tis noted, 
fe little Salmons called Skeagers ,which 
in many Rivers relating to the Sea, are 
by fuch fick Salmons, that might not goto 
ea, and that though they abound, yet they 
r thrive to any contiderable bignefs. 

it if the old Salmon gets to the Sea, then 
griftle which fhews him to be kipper 
s away, or is caft off ( as the Eagle is 
tocaft his bill and he recovers his ftrength, 
comes next Summer to the fame River (if 
¢ pottible ) to enjoy the former pleafures 
there poffeft him; for ( as one has wittily 
ved ) hehas ( like fome perfons of Ho- 
d Riches, which have both their Winter 
mmer houfes ) the frefh Rivers for 
mer, and the falt water for Winter to 
his lifein; whichis not (as Sir Francis 
hath obferved in his Hitory of Life and 


» that though the Salmon does grow big 
psca, yet he grows not fat but in freth 

$3 and it is obfgrved, that the farther 
' L 3 they 


, have bony griftles grow out of. 


) above ten years : And it is to be ob- 


REO 
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they get from the Sea, they be both the fatga: 
and better, ¥ 
Next, I thal tell you, that though they 
make very hard fhift to get out of the freth 
Rivers into the Sea: yet they will make 
harder fhift to get out of the falt into the frefh 
Rivers, to {pawn, or poffefs the pleafures that 
they have formerly found inthem: to Which, 
end, they will force themfelves through Flog.” 
gates, or over Weires, or hedges, or ftops in 
the water, evento a height beyond commoy 
belief. Gefner {peaks of fuch places, as are 
known to beabove eight foot high above water, 
And our Cambdex mentions (in his Britannia ) 
the like wonder to be in Pembroke-(hire, where 
the River Tézy falls into the Sea, and that the 
fall is fo down-right, and fo high, that the 
people ftand and wonder at the ftrength and 
flight by which they fee the Salmon ule to 
get out of the Sea intothe faid River; and 
the manner and height of the place is fo nos 
table, that itis known far by the name of the 
Salmon-leap concerning which, take this al- 
fo out of Michael Draiton, my honeft old 
friend. As he tells it you in his Polyalbion 


And when theSalmon feeks a frefher ftream to find, 
(which hitherfrom theSea comes yearly by bis kind) 
As he torards feafon groms,erjtems the watrytrat 
Where Vivy falling down,makes an bigh cota 
os ore 


A 
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by the rifing rocks that there ber courfe oppofe 
within ber bounds theymeant her to inclofes, 
hen the labouring fil does atthe foot arive, 

ftrive, 
that by bis ftrength he does but vainly 
il takes in bis mouth,& bending like a bow 

( throw, 

ull compaf drawn, aloft himfelf doth 
aging at bis height,as doth a little wand, 
ded end to end,eitarted from mans hand, 
t felf doth cafts[o,does the Salmon vault, 
at firft he fail, bis fecond Summer-falt , 
ntly effaies, and from bis nimble ring, 
king,never leaves uatill himfelf be fling 
he oppofing (tream,—— 


. Michael Drayton tells you of this leap or 
y-(alt of theSalmon. 

‘And next I (hall tell you, that itis obferved 
efuer and others, that there is no better 
than in Exgland: and that though fome 
Northern Countries have as fat and 
eas the River Thames, yet none are of fo 
nta taft. 

s I have told you that Six Francis 
bferves, the age of a Salmon excecds 
nyears, fo let me next tell you, that his 
sveryfudden: itis faid,that after he is 


as a Gudgion,tobe a Salmon,in as fhorta 
“L 4 time 


the Sea,he becomes from a Samlet, not © 


ae 


hs 
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mane 
‘ 
pe 


turn to the fame chimney, thereto make their 


_ Out of the fame Deve-cote,have alfo been obfer. 


ate fome few Rivers in this Nation, that have 
“Trouts and Salmons in {eafonia winter,as °tis cer 


‘where they be in feafon (as Cambden ob- 


time as a Gofling becomes to be a Goofe. Mug 
ofthis has been obferved by tying a Ribband q. 
fome known'tape or thred, in the tail of (sm 
young Salmons which have been taken inWeirs 
as they have {wimm’d toward the falt Waten 
and then by taking a part of them again with 
the known mark at the fame place at their ree 
turn from the Sea, which is ufually about f 
months after ; and the like experiment hath 
been tryed upon young Swallows, who have 
after fix months abfence, been obferved to tee 


nefts and habitations for the Summer follow. 
ing: which has inclined many to think, that 
every Salmon ufually returns to the fame River 
in which it was bred, as young Pigeons taken 


ved todo.. 
_ And you are yet to obferve further,that the _ 
‘Hee Salmon is ufually bigger than the Spawner, 
and that he is more kipper, and lefS able to en- 
‘dure a winter in the freth water,than the She is, 
yet the is at that time of looking lefS kipper and 
better, as watry,and as bad meat. 
_ And yet you are to obferve, that as there is 
no general rule without an exception, {0 there 


tain there be in the River Wyin Mowmouth-(hire, 


ferves ) 


September till April. But,my Scho- 

fervation of this and many other 

‘muft in manners omit , becaufe they 

éto large for our . narrow compafs of 
‘theretore I fhall next fall upon my 

bore to fifh for this Salmon. Mondo 

or that firft, you hall obferve, that a- 

he ftaies not long in a place(as Trouts will) 

5 1 faid) covets ftill to go nearer the 

heads and that he does not ( as the Trout 

any other fifh) lie near the water fide or 

roots of trecs, but {wims in the deep 

oad parts of the water, and ufually in the 

le, and near the ground; and that theré 

etotifa for him, and that it is to be 
tas the Trout is, with a Worm, a Minnow, 
fome call a Penk ) or with a Five. 

d you are to obferve, that he is very fel- 
obferved to bite at a Minnow, yet fome- 
he will Jand not ufually et a flie,but more 
y at a Worm, and then mott ufually ata 
Garden-worm which fhould be well{coured 
ofay, kept {even or eight daies in Mofs 
fore you fith with them : and if you double 
e of eight into fixteen’ twenty 
ore daics , it is Mtill the better, for the 
aS will {till be clearer , tougher; and more 
nd continue fo longer upon your hook, 
y may be kept longer by keeping them 
din freth Mofs,and fome advife to pat 
ire into it. Note 


‘to that end, fome ufe a wheel about the Midd} 


which he put thofe worms, was anointed with 


‘ries,made by expreffion or infufionsand told that 
.by the worms remaining in that box an hour,ot 
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Note alfo,that many ufe to fith for a Sq), 
witha ring of wireon the top of their p, 
through which the Line may run to as Pteae 
length as. is needful when he is hook’d, 4 4 


of their Rod, ornear their hand , which jg 
be obferved better by feeing one of them, tha 
by a large demonttration of words. : 

And now I fhalltell you, that which may he 
called a fecret: I have beena fithing with oy 
Oliver Heuly,(now with God) a noted Fithe. 
both for Trowtand Salmon, and have obferveg 
that he would ufually take three or four worms 
out of his bag, and put them into a little box iy 
his pocket , where he would ufually let them 
continue half an hour or more, before he would 
bait his hook with them 31 haveasked him his | 
reafon, and he has replyed , He did but pick th 
beft out to be in readine{s againit be baited hig 
book the next time : But he has been obferved 
both by others,and my felf, to catch more fih 
than I or any other body, that has ever gonea 
fithing with him could do ; and efpecially Sal- 
mons3and I have been told lately by one of his 
mott intimate and fecret friends,that the box in 


adrop, or two or three, of the Oy] of Ivy bere 


alike time,they had incorporated a kind of (a ; 
that 
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iftibly attrative, enough to force ' 
thin the {mell of them,to bite. This 
t long fince from a friend, but have 
yet I grant it probable, and refer 
Sir' Francis Bacons Natural Hifto- 

he proves fifhes may hear and doubt- 

amore probably fmell: and 1 am cer- 

er fays, the Orter can {mell in the water, 
ow not but that Fifth may do fo too-"tis 
: lover of Angling, or any that defires to 
that Art, to try this conclufion. 
alfo impart two other Experiments 
t tryed by myfelf ) which I will deliver 
me words that they were given me by. 
Jent Angler and a very triend,in wri- 
told me the latter was too good to be 
tinalearned language, left it fhould be 
mon. 
eftinking oil, drawn ont of Polypody 
bya retort, mixt with Turpentine,and 
ney, avd anoint your bait therewith , 
ill doubtle{s draw the filh to it. 

her is this:Vulnera hedere grandifime 
fudantBalfamum oleo gelato,albicantique 
@, odoris vero lounge fuaviffimi. 
premely {weet toany fith, and yet 4- 
@may do the like. 
thefe things I have no great faith, yet 
robable,and have had trom fome chy- 
en (namely , from Sir George Hatings 
: : \ and 


ie 
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_ ny woman by the Artificial Paint or Patches in. 


and others ) an. affirmation of them to be val 


differ, as we know a Herring and a Pilcher do) 
1S in 
0 the. 
Brea. 
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_ And lafily, 1 am to borrow fo much of your. 
promifed patience, as to tell you that the Troup 
Or Salmon being in feafon, have at their tirft tq 
king out of the water ( which continues during 
life) their bodies adorned, the one with fuch red 
fpots, and the other with fuch black or black 
ilh fpots, as give them fuchan addition of nae 
tural beauty , as I think, was never given to a 


which they fo much pride themfelves in this 


Age.And fo [ thall leave them both and proceed” 
to fome Obfervations of the Pike. 


CHAP, 


He Compleat Angler. 149 


CHAP. VIIf. 


vations of the Luce or Pike, wtih di- 
- yections bow to filb for bim. 


The mighty Luce or Pike is.taken tobe 
the Tyrant ( as the Salmon is the King ) 
efreth waters, "Tis not to be doubted, but 
ey are bread, fome by generation , and 
enot: as namely ,of a Weed called Pickerel- 
Lunlefs learned Gefuer be much miftakens 
fays, this weed and. other glutinous 
er, ..with the help of the Suns heat in fome 
c ular Months, and fome Ponds.apted foz 
y nature,do become Pikes.But doubtlefs di- 
ikes are bred after this manner, or are 
at into fome Ponds fome fuch other wayes 
aft mans finding, out, of which we its 
teltimonics. 
rancis Bacon inhis Hiftory of Life aA 
|, obferves the Pike to be the longeft lived 
freth- water-fith, and yet he computes it 
tufually above forty years and others 
It to be not. above ten years, and yet 
# mentions a Pike taken in Swedeland in 
aa 1449. with a Ring about his neck,de- 
e was put intothat Pond by F. rederick 
cond thoré than two hundred years be- ~ 
fore 
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fore he was laft taken , as by the Infcriptioy 
that Ring/being Greek) was interpreted by, 
then Bilhop of Worms, But of this no mo, 
but that it is obferved,that the old or very 9... 
Pikes have in them more of ‘ftate. than de 
nefs; thefmaller or middle fized Pikes ben 
by the moft and choiceft Palates obferved t5 Ny 
the beft meat 3 and contrary, the Eel is obfep, 
‘ved to be ‘the better for age and bignels. ; 
. All Pikes that live long prove chargeable to 
their Keepers , becaufé their life is maintaingg 
by the death of fo many other Fith, even thog 
of their own kind, which’has made him by forme 
Writers to be called the Tyrant of the River 
or the Frefh-water-wolf, by reafon of his bold 
greedy devouring difpolitions ‘which is {0 keg, 
as Gefner relates, a man going to a Pop 
(where it feems a Pike had devoured all the fh) 
to water his Mule , had a Péke bit his Mule} 
the lips; to which the Péke hung fo fafi, that 
the Mule‘drew him out ofthe water , and by 
that accident the owner of the Mule angled al 
the Pike.’ And the {ame Gener obferves,thata 
Maid in Poland had a Pike bit her by the foot a5 
fhe was wathing clothes ina Pond. And Ihave 
heard the like of a woman inKillingworth Pond 
not far from! Coventry. But V have been aflured 
by my friend Mi. Seagrave,(of whome I {pake _ 
to you formerly,) that keeps tame Ozeers, that” 


he hath known a Péke in extream hunger fight | 


with 
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This Otters for a Carp that the O¢- . 
ught and was then bringing out of 
-~ [have told you who relates thefe 
‘and tell you they are perfons of cre- 
fhall conclude this obfervation, by 
you what a wife man has obferved, 
ard thing to perfovade the belly becaufe it 
CaN Se 
hefe relations be disbelieved, it is too 
tobe doubted,thata Péke will devour a 
hisown kind, that fhall de bigger than 
ly or throat will receive, and {wallow 
fhim, and let the other part remain in 
htill the {wallowed part be digefted, 
{wallow that other part that was in his 
and fo put it over by degrees ; which 
unlike the Ox and fome other beafts, ta- 
eir meat not out of their mouth immeé- 
into their belly,but firft into fome place 
, and then chaw it, or digeft it by de- 
r, whichiscalled Chewing the Cuds 
joubtlefs Pékes. will bite when they are 
ingry, but as fome think even for very 
‘when a tempting bait comes near to 


is obferved, that the Pike willeat ve- 
mous things ( as fome kind of Frogs are ) 
live without being harmed by them : 
fome fay,he has in him a natural Balfom 
tidote againft all poifon: and he hasa 
firange 
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ftrange heat, thatthoughit appear’ to. us to 
cold, can yet digeft or put over, any Fifth.) 
by degrees without being fick.’ And othe 
obferve, that he never eats the’ venemous Fro 
till he have firft killed herjand then ( as D 
are obferved to, do to Frogs in’ {pawning tint 
(at which time fome Frogs are obferved to, 
venemous ) fo throughly wafht her,by tumbljy. 
her up and down in the water ,that he may da 
wour her without danger. And Gefner affy i 
that a Polowian Gentleman, did faithfyy, 
aflure him, he had {een two young, Gece at on 
(time in the belly of a Pike. And doubtleig 
Pike in his height of hunger will bite at and de, 
wvoura dog that fwims ina Pond, and them 
-have been examples of it, or the likes for as] 
.told you,The belly bus no ears when hunger comes 
Upon it. ! a 
-.. The Pike is alfo obferved to be a folitary, 
miclancholy and a bold Fith ;, Melancholy, bg 
-canfe he always fwims or refts himfclf « 
Jone, and never fwims in tholes or with come 
pany, as Roach’ and Dace, and mot: other 
Fifh do: And’ bold.,; becaufe he fears not 
a fhadow, or to fee or be feen of anybo 
dy, as the Trout'and €hab,, and all other Ti 
: do, . ff 

. , And itis obferved by Gefwer, that the Jaws 
bones, and Hearts, and Galls of Prkes are vely 

medicinable for {everal difeales, or “7 

ood 
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abate Fevers, to cure Agues, toop-) 
spel the infection of the Plague, and. 
ny. ways medicinable and ufeful for 
nt Mankind 5 but he obferves, that 
of ‘a Pike is venemous and hard to be: 


itis obferved,that the Pike is afith that 
but once a year, and that other fith. (as 
“Loaches ) do breed oftner: as we are 
tame Pigeons do almoft every month, 
the Hawk (a Bird of. Prey, as the Pike 
th ) breeds but once in twelve months : 
are tonote,. that his time of breeding, 
ing is.ufually about the end of F ebruae. 
fomewhat later; in March, as the wea- 
roves colder or warmer.) and to notes 
his manner of breeding’ is thus y a He 
She Pike will. ufually go together 
a River into,.fome ditch or creek, 
at there the Spawner cafts her eggs, 
ie Melter hovers over her all that time 
cafting: her fpawn, but touches her 
fay more of this, but, it might be 
htcuriofity or worfe, and. fhall there- 
at it, and take up fo much of 
ention, as to tell you, that the beft of 
ie noted to be in Rivers, next thofe in 
ends; ox Meres, and the worft in fmalt 


M But 
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But before I proceed further, 1 am to 
you that there is'a great antipathy betwixt th 
Pike and fome Frogs 3 and this may appeay , 
the Reader of Dubraviw (a Bithop in 
bemia)who in his Book of Fifh.and Fith-po, 
relates what, he fays, he faw with his own eye’ 
and could not forbear to tell the Reader. Which 
was: i 
As be and the Bifbop Thurzo were walkj hk 
by a large Pond in\ Bohemia, they aw a Prop 
when the Pike lay very fleepily and quiet by sj 
fhore fide, leap upon bis bead, andthe F roglba, 
ving expreft malice or anger by his fwoln chéely 
and (baring eyes, did ftretch ont his legs aug 
embraced the Pikes bead, and prefently reached 
them to bis. eyes; tearing with them and big 
teeth thofe tender parts the) Pike moved with 
anguifh, moves up and down the water, and rubs 
bimfelf ‘again weeds, and whatever be though 
might quit him of bis enemy , but all in vain, 
for the frog did continue to-ride triumphantly,and 
tobite and torments the Pike, tillbis firength faile 
ed, and thenthe frog funk with the Pike tothe 
bottom of the water, then prefently the frog ap. 
peated again atthe top and croaked, and seemed 
‘to rejoice like & Conqueror , after which be pie 
fently retired to' his fecret holes The Bifvop,shat 
bad bebela the battel,called bis fiherman to fetdh 
bis nets,and by all means to get the Pike shana 
might declare what bad hapned:and the a 
ie rah 
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orth,and both bis eyes eaten out,at which 
began to wonder,the Fifberman wifhed 
bear, and affured them he was certain 


es were often fo ferved, 


of the Book of Dubravins.) unto a 
horeplied, It was as improbable as to 
he moule {cratch out the cats eyes. But he did 
onfider,that there be fifhing Frogs (which 
matians call the Water-Devil Jof which 
tell you as wonderful a ftory, but I fhall 
ou, that °tis not to be doubted, butthat 
‘be fome Frogs fo fearful of the Water= 
that, when they {wim in a place in 
h they fear to meet with him, they then 
eed acrofs into their mouths, which if 
mect by accident, fecures the frog 
e firengthand malice of the Suake , and 
hat the frog ufually {wims the fafteft of 
Be” 

let me tell you, that asthere be Water 
nd-frogs, fo there be Land and Water- 
. Concerning which take this obferva- 
at the Land-fnake breeds, and hatches 
» which become young Snakes, in fome 
ghill, or alike hot placesbut the Water- 
which is not venemous ( and as I have 


ch but breed her young alive;which 
ot then forfake, but bides with them, 


g this which is to be read in the fixch - 


ed by a great obferver of fuch fecrets) , 


M 2 and 
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and in cafe of danger will take them all j, 
her mouth and {wim away from any app, 
hended danger, and then let them out apa 
when fhe thinks all danger to be paft ; Then’ 
accidents that we Anglers fometimes fee and of 
ten talk of. 

But whither am I going? J had almof jy 
my felf by remembring the Difcourfe of py. | 
bravius. \ will therefore ftop here, and tell yo, 
SH ete to my promife how to catch this 
Pike, 


His feeding is ufually of fifh or frogs, and 
fometimes a weed of his own called’ Pickrell. 
weed. Of which J told you fome think fome 
Pikes are bred 5 for they have obferved, that 
where none have been put into Ponds, yet they 
have there found many: and that there has 

“been plenty of that weed. in thofe Ponds, and 
that that weed both breeds and feeds then 
i Ww Ca 
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hofe Pikes fo bred will ever breed by 
asthe others do, I thall leave to the 
tions of men of more curiofity and lea- 
n I profefs my felf to have; and hall 
otellyou that you may fith for a Pike, 
ith a Jedger or awalking-bait 5 and you 
ote,that I call that a Ledger bait,which 
, or made to reft in one certain place 
nyou fhall be abfent from itsand I call that 
king, bait, which you take with you, and 
ever in motion. Concerning which two, I 
give you this direCtion ; That your ledger 
s beft to bea living bait, though a dead 
may catch, whether it bea fith orafrog 5 
that you may make them live the lon- 
u may or indeed you mufi take this 


ft, for your live bait of filh, a Roach or 
is(I think ) beft and moft tempting, and a 
this the longeft lived ona hook, and ha- 
cut off his fin on his back, which may be 
without hurting him, you muft take your 
which cannot be too fharp,) and betwixt 
and the fin on the back, cut or make 
nm, or fuch a {car, as you may put the 
ire of your hook into it, with as little 
r hurting the fith as art and diligence 
able you todo 3 and {o carrying your ar- 


M 3 _ dy 


ire along, his back, unto, or near the 
ur Fifh, betwixt the skin and the bor 


Ses cae 
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dy of it,draw out that wire or arming of youl 
hook at another {car near to his tail:then ty hin” 
about it with thred, but no harder than of nel 
eeffity to prevent hurting the fith ; and the 
better to avoid hurting the fith, fome have j 
Kind of probe to open the way, for the more 
eafie entrance and paffage of your wire or arm, 
ing:but as for thefe,time,and a little expericncs 
will teach you better than I can by words, 
therefore I will for the prefent fay no more 
of this,but come next to give you fome direg. 
ons, how to bait your hook with a frog, 

Ven. But,good Mafter, did younot fay even _ 
now, that fome Frogs were venemous, and is jt 
not dangerous to touch them ? 

Pife, Yes, but I will give you fome Rules oy 
Cautions concerning them:And firft, you are tg 
note,that there are two kinds of Frogs;that is to 
fay( if I may fo exprefs my felf)a flefh,and a fh: 
frog by flefh-frogs, 1 mean frogs that breed and 
live on the land 3 and of thefe there be feveral 
forts alfo and of feveral colours, fore being 
peckled fome greenith,fome blackith,or brown: 
the green Frog,which isa {mall one,is by Top(l 
taken to be venemous 3 and fo is the padock or 
Frog-padock, which ufually keeps or breeds on 
the land, and is very large and bony, and big, 
efpecially the She frog of that kind, yet 
thefe will fometimes come into the water, 
but it is not often; and the land ie are 
vo ome 
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them obferved by him, to breed. 
eggs: and others to breed of. 
nd duft of the earth, and that in 
hey turn to flime again, and that the 
mmer that very flime returns to be ali- 
ature 5 this is the opinion of Pliny: and 
nus undertakes to give arca- 
the raining of Frogs: but if poo, ne 

my power, it fhould rain fysyii ex. 
water-Frogs, forthofe, 1 _ KY 
are not venemous, efpecially the 
water-Frog,, which about February 
March breeds in ditches by lime, 
blackif eggs in that flime : about 
h time of breeding the He and She 
5 are obferved to ule divers Simber-falts 
to croak and makea noife, which the land- 
1s Padock frog never does. Now of thefe 
ogs, if you intend to fifh with a frog 
ike , youare tochufe the yelloweft that 
nget, for thatthe Pike ever likes beft. 
hus ufe your frog, that he may continue 


oe 

your hook into his mouth, which you 
afily do from the middle of Apri till 
, and then the frogs mouth grows up,and 
inues fo for at leaft {ix moneths without 
ut is fuftained,none but he whofe name 
nderful, knows hows I fay,put your hook, 
nthe arming wire through his mouth, 
; M and 
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and out at his gills, and then with a fine negay 
and filk fow the upper part of his leg With 
only cne ftitch ‘to the arming wire 0 You}. 
hook,or tie the frogs leg above the upper joys 
to the armed wire, and in fo doing, ufe hima 
though you loved him, that is, harm him ae 
little as you may poffibly, that he may live the 


longer. : al 

And now,having given you this direCion 
the baiting your ledger hook with a live Fith o, 
frog, my next’ muft be to tell you, how youk 
hook thus baited muft or may be ufed : and ie 
isthus. “Having faftened your hook to a ling, 
‘which if it be not fourteen yards long , thoul 
not be lefs than twelve; you are to taften tha 
line to any bough near to a hole wherea Pike 
is, or is likely tolie, or to havea haunt, and 
then wind your line on any forked ttick,all you 
line except half a yard of it or rather more) 
and fplit that forked ftick with fach a nick of 
notch at one end of it, as may keep the ling 
from any more of it ravelling trom about the 
ftick,than fo much of it as you intends andchufe - 
your forked ftick to be of that bignefsas may 
Keep the Fith or frog, from pulling the forked” 
‘ftick under the water till the Pike bites,and then _ 
the Pike having pulled the line forth of the 
clift or nick of that ftick in which it was gently 
faltened, he will have line enough'to go to’ his” 
hold‘and pouch the baitiand : ifyou would Be 
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ait to keepat a fixt place\undiftur- 
d or other accidents which maydrive 


“catch a Pike in the midft of 
then hang a {mall Plummet of lead, 
picce of tile, ora turfin a ftring, and 
nto the water, with the forked ftick, to 
the ground to be a kind of ‘Anchor. 
ep the forked flick frem moving out of 
tended place till the Pike come. This T 
fobea very good way , to ufefo many 
ts as you intend to make trial of. 
ou bait your hooks thus with live Fith 
s, and in'a windy day, faften them thus 
bough or bundle of ftraw, and by the help 
at wind can get them to move crofs a Pond 
g, youare like to ftand ftill on the fhore 
ee fport prefently if there be any ftore of 
sor thefe live baits may make fport, being 
ut the body or wings of a Gosfé or Duck’, 
hafed over a Pond: and the like may 
with turning three or four live baits 
fiened to bladders, or boughs, or bottles 
rflags , to {wim down a River, whilit 
alk quietly alone on the thore , and are 
Be oition of fport. The reft muftbe 
by practice, for time will not allow 
more of this kind of fithing with live 


x 


Bat 


yeu 


€ fide} (for you are to note, thatit 


for your dead bait for a Pike, for that 


ee 
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you miay-be-taught by one daies going a fq. 
with me,or any other body that fithes for hing 
for the baiting your hook witha dead Gud a 7 
ora Roach.. .and moving it up and down the 
water,is, too-eafieathing to take up any time to, 
dire. you:to doit; and yet , becaufe I cut 
thort in that, I will.commute for it , by teljj ' 
you that that wastold me for a fecret- it is thie 

Diffolve Gum ef Ivy in Oyl of Spike,and there, 
with anoynt your dead bait for a Pike, and then 
caft it into alikely place, and when it bas lain, 
fort titte at the bottom,draw it towards the top 
the water and fo up the ftream,and it is more thay 
Likely that you have aPike follow with more thay 
common eagernels. 

And fome affirm, that any bait-anointed 
with the marrow of the Thigh-bone of an Hery 
is a great temptation to any Fifh. 

Thefehave not been tryed by me, but told 
me by a friend of note, that pretended to do me 
a courtefie, but if this direction to catch a Pike 
thus,do you no good, yet 1 amcertain this dis | 
rection how to roaft him when he is caught, is 
choicely good,for I have tryed itsand it is fome- 
what the better for not being common, but - 
with my direction you muft take this Caution, 
that your Péke mult not be a {mall one, that is, 
it muft be more than half'a Yard,and thould be ~ 
bigger. 

Firft opew your Pike at the gills, and if need 


fy | 
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g little flit towards the belly; ont of 
is guts.and keep bis liver, which you 
ed very {mall with Tim, Sweet-mar- 
and a little Winter-favourysto thefé pur 
led Oytters , and fome Anchovies, two 
hoth thefe lajt whole ( for the Anchovies 
and the Oytters (bould nov )tothefe yor 
Je alfo a pound of {weet butter,which yor 
with the herbs that are fhred , and let 
be well falted (if the Pike be more than — 
ong , then you may put into thefe herbs 
in a pound,or if be be lefs then lefs Butter 
ce: ) thefé being thus mixt with a blade 
Mace,mujt be put into the Pikes belly, 
ben his belly fo fowed up, aw to keep 
he Butter in bis belly if it-be pofible, if 
as much of it as you pofibly can,but take 
he fealessthen you are to thruft the {pit 
his mouth out at bis tail , and then take 
five, or fix fplitfticks, or very thin lathes, 
onvenient quantity of Tape or Filleting, 
thes are to be tyed round about the Pikes 

his bead to bis tail, and the Tape tyed 
at thick to prevent bis breaking or falling 
the [pitslet him be roafted very leafurely, 
en balted with Claret wine,and Anchovyes, 
tter mixt togetber,and alfa with bat moi~ 
Is from him into the pan:when you bave 
im fufficiently you are to bold under bim 
You wnwind or cut the Tape that ties bim) 
mh Such 
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Such a difh-as you purpofe to eat him Om of 

let bimfall into it with the fawce that is rah 
in bis belly,ayd by this means the Pike wij) 
kept unbroken and compleat: then,to the foam 
which was within,and alfo that fawce in the Y 

you are to add a fit quantity of the bet Buttes om 
to fqueexe the juyce of three or four Oranges:lans 
you may either put into the Pike with the Oytten ‘i 
two cloves of Garlick,and take it whole Out, rohey 
the Pike is cut off the {pit, or to give the {ance a 
hogo,let the difh(into which you let the Pike fall) 
be rubbed with it:the ufing.or not ufing of ship 
Garlick is left to your difcretion. i 
M. B, 


This dith of meat is too good for any byt 
Anglers or very honeft mensand I truft,you wil} 
proveboth , and therefore I have trufted yoy” 
with this fecret. all 

Let menext tell you,that Gefver tells us there 
areno Pikes in Spain,and that the largeft are ip 
the Lake Thrafimene in Italy , and the next, if 
not equall to them, are the Pikes of Exgland, and 
that in England, Lincolnthire boafteth to have 
the biggeft. Juft fo doth Suffex boalt of four 
forts of fifhsnamely an Arundel Mullet, aChie 
cbefter Lobfter, a Shelfey Cockle, and an Amerly 
Trout, Vy 
But I will take up no more of your time with - 
this relation,but proceed 10. give you fome ob- 
an fervetion | 
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the Carp,and how to angle for him: 
G him, but not till he is caught,” 


CHAP, IX 


ations of the Carp, with Directions 
bow to fib for him. 


Ye. The Carp is the Queen of Rivers:a ftate- 
,agood, anda very fubtil fifh, that was 
t Art bred. nor hath been long in England; 
is now naturalized. It is faid, they were 
t hither by one Mr.Ma/ca! a Gentleman, 
lived at Plamfted in Suffex, a County, 
nds more with this fith than any in 
{10M ; : baad 
may remember that I told you, Gefner; 
there are no Pikes in Spaiasand doubtlefs, 
2 was a time,about a hundred or a few more 
hen there were noCarps inEugland, 
nto be affirmed by S.Richard Baker, 
ronicle you may find thefe Verfes.. 


N 


nd Turkies.Carps and Beer 

into England all in a years... basi 
loubtlefs as of Sea-fith the Herring dies, 
foone ft. 


166 «he Compleat Angler. py, 
fooneft out of thewater, and of freth-water 
the Traut, fo (except the Eel) the Carp engy. 
moft hardnefs, and lives longeft out of » 
own proper Element.And therefore the rep 
of the Carps being brought out of a forrajy 
Country into this Nation is the more Probably: 
Carps and Loaches are obferved to Breed i 
Veral months in one year,which Pikes and moq 
other fifh do not. And this is partly proved) 
tame and wild Rabbets,as alfo'by fome Duche 
which will lay eggs nine of the twelve month. 
and yet there be other Ducky that lay not Joy, 
ger than about one month. And it is the rath 
to’ be: believed, becaufe you fhall fearce or Never 
take a Male-Carp without a Melt, or a Fema, 
without a Roe or {pawx,and for the moft part 
Very muchsand efpecially all the Summer feafon; 
and'itis obferved, that they breed more naty 
rally: in ponds than in running waters, ( if they 
breed there at all; ) and that thofe that live jg 
Rivers are'taken by men of the beft palats to be 
much the better meat. A 
| Andit is obferved, that in fome ponds Carpy 
will not breed, efpecially in cold ponds ; but 
where they will breed, they breed innumera 
bly 3 Ardtotle and Pliny fay,fix times ina yeary 
if there be no Pikes nor Pearch to devour their 
Spawn, when it is caft upon grafs, or flags or 
weeds, where it lies ten or twelve dayes before 
itbé enlivened. aA 
HONQUt e 
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rp, if he have water-roomi'and good 
row’ to avery great bignefs and 
ve heard,to be much above'a yard 
is faid, ( by Jovius, who hath writ 
)rhat in the Lake Lurian in Italy,Carps 
en to be more than fifty pound 
hich is the more probable, for as the 
¢ conceiv’d and born fuddenly ; and be- 
orn is but fhort-liv’d : So on the'contrary, 
phant is {aid to be two years in his dams 
(fome think he is ten years in it} and be- 
pin grows in bignefs twenty years ; and 
ferv’d toothathe livesto the “Age of a 
d'years. “And*tis alfo obferv’d that the 
le is very long-liv’d, and more than that, 
all that long life he thrives ‘in ‘bignefs, and 
‘think fome Carps do, efpecially in fome 
hough I never faw one above 23. in- 
“which was'a great and a goodly Fith:But 
sbeen affured there are of a far greater fize, 
ngland too. bye 
as the increafe of Carpsiis wonderful 
number } fo'there is nota reafon found: 
ink by any, why they fhould breed in 
rids, and not inothers of the fame na- 
x foil and all “other circumftances': and’ 
r breeding, “fo are their decays: ‘alfo very 


ral 


rious : “I have both’read itjand ‘been told: 
entleman of tryed“honefty, *that ‘he has 
fixty or more large Carps iput into feve-. 
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' ral pondsnear toa houfe, ’where by reaton op 
the ftakes.in the ponds,,.and the Owners ¢& ’ 
ftant being neat to them, it was impoffible they. 
fhould be {tole away from him ¢ and that whan 
_ he has after three or four’ years emptyeq q” 


the 
pond, and expected an increafe from them 


breeding. young ones ¢ for that they might dg 
fo, hehad, as.the ruleis,, put in. three Melterg 
for. one Spawner .) he'has, I fay, after threeg, 
four yeats, found neither a; young nor old Cay 
remaining.; And the like I have known of ong 
that has. almoft. watched the pond, and aq 
like diftance of time, (at the fithing of a pondy 
found of ‘feventy or eighty large Carps not as 
bove five or fix : and that he had forborn Jom 
ger to filh the. faid pond,,; but that he faw ing 
hot day in Summer , a.large Carp {wim neat 
the top.of the. water with a Frog upoit his hea 
and that he upon. that occafion caufed ‘his roa 
to belet dry: and I fay ,. of feventy or cighty 
Carps, only found five or . fix in the faid pond, 
and thofe very:fick and \lean,: and with cvery 
Onea Frog fticking fo, fafton the head: of the | 
aid Carps , that the Frog would not be got of 
without; extreme force or; killing : and the 
Gentleman that did afficm ithis to me, told me” 
he faw.it., and didideclate his belief to be, 
(and, Lalfo-believe theme.) that he thought: 
the otherGarps that were foifirangely loft,wert 
fo killediby, frogs, and then devoured. 3 , 
nd 
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erfonof honour now living in Wor- 
affur’d me he had feena * a Fy ay? 
or collar of Tadpoleshang = 
aine or necklace of beads about a Pikes 
nd tokill him; whether it were for 
galice ; mutt be to mea queftion. © 
am faln into this Difcourfe by accident, 
I might fay more, but sit has proved 
anl intended, and poffibly may not 
e confiderable 5 I fhall therefore give 
e or four more fhort obfervations of 
arp, and then fall upon fome dire@ions 
fhall fith for him. 
age of Carps is by Sir Francis Bacon (in 
y of Life and Death) obferved to be 


ner {aies a Carp has been known to live 
alatinate abovea hundred years: But 
clude, that ( contrary to the Pike or 
ll Carps are the better for age and big- 
tongues of Carps.are noted to be choice 
y meat, efpecially to them that buy 
Gefner faies, Carps have no tongue 


ath like to a tongue, and fhould be 
alate : But it is certain it is choicely 
that the Carpisto be reckoned a- 
hofe leather-mouthed fifh, which I 
their teeth in their throat , and 

fonhe is very feldom loft by break- 
N ing, 


nyearss yet others think they live lon- . 


Fifth, but a piece of fleth-like-Fith in - 


Oe aed 
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-ing,‘his hold:, if. your hook be once ftuck + 
: his chaps... » :. i pehor ia 
“Tt told you that Sir Francis Bacon thinks q 
; t 

theCarp lives but ten years, but Fanus Dyp. 
vivs has writ, aBook of Fith and Fith-pong.. 
which he faies, That Carps begin to Spawn 
the age of three years, and) continue to. gy f 
till thirty: he fays alfo, That inthe time : 
their breeding, which is in Summer , onl 
the Sun hath warmed both the earth and wate, 
and fo apted them alfo for generation;that the 
three or four Male-Carps will follow a Female 
and that then fhe putting on a feeming coyneg 
they force her through weeds and flags, where 
the lets fallher Eggs or Spawn, which fticks 
faft tothe weeds, and then they let fall thei 
Melt upon it, and fo it becomes in a fhort time 
tobe a living Fifh 5 and as 1 told you, itjg 
thought the Carp does this feveral months jn 
the year, and moftbelieve that moft fith breed 
after thismanner, except the Eel : and ithas 
been obferved , that when the Spawner ha 
weakned her felf by doing that natural office, 
that two or threeMelters have helped her from 
off the weeds,by bearing her up on both fides, 
and guarding her intothe deep. And you ma 
note,that though this may feema curiofity not 
worth obferving , yet others have judged it 
worth their time and cofis, to.make Glaf 


_ hives, and ordex them in fuch a manner as a 
; ee 
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ees have bred and made their Honey- 
nd how they have obeyed their King, 
ned their Common-wealth. But it is 
that all Carps are not bred by genera- 
it that fome breed other ways,as fome 


Phyficians make the galls and tones in 
ids of Carps to be very medicinable;but 
tobe doubted but that in Italy they 
reat profit of the Spawn of Carps, by 
it to the Jews, who make it into red 

the Fews not being by their Law ad- 
(0 eat of Caviare made of the Sturgeou, 
ga Fifh that wants {cales, and (as may 
inLevit.11.)by them reputed to be un- 


h more might be faid out of him, and 
Ariftotle, which Dubravius often quotes 
Difcourfe of Fifhes ; but it might rather 
¢thanfatistie you, "and theretore I fhall 
chufe to direét you how to catch, than 
jore time in difcourfing either of the na- 
the breeding of this CARP, 


Ne. or. 


* be dner a aL a fie shins 
fi iy f 
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or of any more circumftances concerning him ; 
but yet I fhall remember you of what [ told 
you before , that he is a very fubtil Fith, and 
hard to’ be caught. 

And my firft direction is, that if you will 
Fith for a Carp , youmuft put on a very large 
meafure of patience 3 efpecially to hth for a Ri. 
ver Carp: 1 have known a very good Fither an. 
gle diligently four or fix hours ina day, for 
three or four daies together for a River Carp, 
and not havea bite: and you are tonote,that - 
in fome pondsit is ashard to catch a Carpas 
ina River; that is to fay, where they have 
ftore of feedand the water is of a clayi(h co- 
lour : But youare to remember , that I have 
told you there is no rule without an exception, - 
and therefore being poffeft with that hope and 
patience which I wifh toall Fifhers , efpecial- 
ly to the Carp- Angler,{ thall tell you with vi 

ait 
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fh for him. But firft you are to know, 
uft be either early or late ; and let me 
4, that inhot weather (for he will fel- 
cold) you cannot be too early or 
tit. And fome have been fo curious as 
he 10.0f April is a fatal day for Carps. 
: Carp bites cither at worms or at patte, 
‘worms | think the blewifhMarfh orMea- 
orm is beft , but poffibly another worm 
big may do as well,and fo may a green 
Andas for paftes, there are almoftas 
wts as there are Medicines for the 
ach , but doubtlefs {weet paftes are befts 
spaftes made with honey or with fugar: 
, that you may the better beguile this 
Fifh, thould be thrown into the Pond or 
in which you fith for him fome hours or 
before you undertake your tryal of skill 
he Angle-rod: and doubtlefs if it be 
into the water a day or two before, at 
Itimes and in {mall pellets, you are the 
x when you fith for the Carp to obtain 
defired {port ; or ina large Pond to draw 
‘toany certain place, that they may 
etter and with more hops be fithed 
you are to throw into it in fome certain 
either Grains or Blood mixt with Cow 
r with Bran; or any Garbage,as Chic- 
guts or the like, and then fome of your 
fweet pellets with which you purpofe to 

Ne angles 
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_ them alfo thrown in as you are Angling wij}, 


‘ asto hang upon your hook without wathin 


angle: and thefe {mall pellets being a few . 


the better. 

And your pafte muft be thus made : Ty, 
the fleth of a Rabbet or Cat cut {mall, ang 
Bean-flowre,and if that may not be eafily go, 
get other flowre, and then mix thefe togethey. 1 
and put to them either Sugar, or Honey, which 
I think better, and then beat thefe togethe; Fe 
a Mortar , or fometimes work them in yoy, 
hands, (your hands being very clean)and then 
make it into a Ball, or two,or three, as you like | 
beft for your ufe ; but you muft work or pound 
it fo long in the Mortar;as to makeit fo tough 


from it, yet not too hard; or that you may _ 
the better keep it on your hook,you may knead 
with your pate a little (and not much) white. 
or yellowifh wool. i 

And if you would have this patte keep all 
the year for any other Fifh, then mix withit_ 
Virgin wax and clarified honey, and work them 
together with your hands before the Fire, then 
make thefe into balls,and they will keep all the 
year. 

And if you fith for a Carp with Gentles then © 
put upon your hook a {mall piece of Scarlet a 
bout this bignefs BY, it being foked in, or a 
nointed with Oy/ if Peter, called by fome Oy 
of the Rock, andif your Gentles be put two 

or 
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ayes. before: into a box. or horn anoin-: 
oney,. and..fo. put. upon, your hook, 
ve them to be living ,.you are as, 
fo kill this crafty fith this way,as any other 
[as you are fifhing chaw, alittle white, 
wn bread .in your mouth,...and. caft, 
pond about the place where your, 


8 
© 


wims. Other baits there be; .but thefe” 


ence, and patient. watchfulnefs,). will 
# better than any that I have.ever praGifed,, 
of; And yet'I fhall tell.you, ‘that the, 
of white bread and honey, made intoa 
is agood bait fora Carp, and, you know 


the Bream, which fhall not provefo tedious,, 
refore I defire the continuance, of ‘your, 


ne 

firft I will tell you how to make this 
is focurious to be caught, fo curious a 
eat, as fhall make him worth all your 
ur and patience; and though it is not with- 
t fome Pe and charges, yet it will recom- 
oth. 

2aCarp (alive if poffible) feour bim,and 
mcleau with water and falt, but {eale him 
ropenbim , and put bim with bis bloud 
r( which you muft fave when you o- 
nto a {mall pot or kettle ; then take 


more eafily made. And having faid\thus, 
hof the Gerp, my next difcourfefhall be, 


arjorans , Time and Parfley, of eachbalf 
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4 bandfula {prig of Rofemary , and Anothep 4 
Savoury; bind them into two%r three fmal) byt 
dles, and put them to your Carp, with finir- 
five whole Onyons, twenty pickled Oyfter a 
three Anchovies. Then pour upon your Carp 
much Claret wine'as will only cover hin, , , 
Seafors your Claret well with falt, Cloves ond. 
Mace , ‘and-the rinds of Oranges and Lemony | 
vhat done,cover your pot and fet it on a qtickefing 
all itbe fufficiently boiled 5 then take out he 
Carp and lay it with the broth into the dih, ay 
pour upon'it' a quarter of a pound of the 4 
Sreth butter melted and béaten with half a doztey 
Spoonfuls of: the broth , the yolks of two o three 
eggs, and fome of the berbs fhred, garnifh you 
difh with Lemons and fo ferve it up, and much 
good do you, i 

Dr. J 


SIR 


POH. APs Se 


jons of the Bream, 4nd directions 
to catch him. 


The Bream being,at a full growth is a 
ge andftately Fith: he will breed both 

and Ponds : but loves beft to live in 
ndwhere, if he likes the water and 
e will grow not only to be very large, 
at as aHog:heis by Gefner taken to be 
Jeafant or {weet than wholfomesthis Fith 
growing, but brecds exceedingly in 
hat pleafes him: yea, in many Ponds fo 
oover-ftore them, and ftarve the o- 


ery broad witha forked _ tail,and his 
tin excellent order, he hath large eyes 
arrow fucking mouth, he hath twofets 
h,and a lozenge like bone,a bone to help 
nding, The Melter is obferved to have 
e Melts,and the Female two large bags 
x fpawn: 

er reports, that in Poland a certain, and 
ber of large Breams were put into 
hich inthe next following winter 
zen up into one intire ice, and not one 
drop 
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' drop of water remaining,nor one of thee g 


178 Che Compleat Angler. Pa, 


to be found, though they were diligeng) 
fearcht for; and yet thenext Spring whey the 
ice was thawed, and the weather warm, apq 
freth water got into the pond, he affirms the 
all appeared again. © This Gefner affirms, and 
quote my Author, becaufe it feems almoft ay 
incredible as the Refurreciion to an Atheift, Bye 
it may win fomething in point of believing ig 
tohim that confiders the breeding or renova. _ 
tiom-of the Silk-worm and of many infegs, 
And that is confiderable whichSir Francis Baz 
con obferves in his Hiftory of Life and Death 
(fol.20.) that there be fome herbs that die ang 
{pring every year, and fome endure Jone” 
er, ie 
But though fome do not, yet the French ¢. 
fteem this Fifh highly, and to that end haye 
this Proverb,He that bath Breams in bis pond ig 
able ta bid bis friend welcome. And it is noted, 
that the beft part of a Bream is. his belly and 
head. 5 
Some fay, that Breams and Roaches will mix 
their eggs,and melt together ,and fo there isin - 
many placesaBaftard breed of Breams, that 
never come to be either large or good, but very 
numerous. i 3g 
The Baits good to catch this BREAM \— 
: b 
are 
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y. 1.Pafte made of brown bread and ho- 
es,or the brood of wafps that be young, 
then not unlike Gentles ) and fhould be 
edia anoven, or dried ona tile before 
eto make them tough; or there is at the 
docks, or flags, or rufbes in watry 
a worm not unlike a Maggot , at which 

ill bite freely. Or he will bite at a 
pper with his legs nipt off in Fune and 
or at feveral flies under water , which 
found on flags that grow near to the 
fide. doubt not but that there be 
her baits that are good, but I will 
em all into this moft excellent one, ei- 
a Carp or Bream, in any River or Mere: 
yen tome by a moft honeft and excel- 
, and hoping you will prove both, 
iMpart it to you. 


i 


i.Let 
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x. Let your bait be as big a red worm 2. 
can find, without aknot, get a pint oy qua 
of them in an evening in garden Walks ‘ 
Chalky Commons after a fhowre of rain ; ‘4 
put them with clean Mofs well watheq a 
picked, and the water {queezed out of the Ma i 
-as dry as you can, into an earthen pot oy pip. 
kin fet dry , and change the Mofs freth evel 
three or four dayes for three weeks or 
month together, then your bait willbe att 
beft , for it will be clear and lively. 
2. Having thus prepared your baits , 
your tackling ready and fitted for this {port, 
Take three long Angling Rods, and as many 
and more filk , or filk and hair lines, and as 
many large Swan or Goofe-quil floats, They 
take a piece of Lead made after this 
manner, and faften them to the low- 
ends of your Lines. Then faften 
your link-hook alfo to the lead,and let there 
be about a foot or ten inches between thy 
lead and the hook; but be fire the lead be hea 
Vy enough to fink the float or quil a littleun 
der the water, and not the quil to bear up| 
the Lead, for the lead mutt lie on the ground, 
Note, that your link next the hook may be 
fmaller than the reft of your line, if you date 
adventure for fear of taking the Pike or Pearch, 
who will afluredly vific your hooks, till they 
— be taken out (as I will thew you a 
ee Clore | 


a 
he 
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er Carp or Bream will come near to 
tealfo, that when the wormis well 
will crawl up and down, as far as the 
il] give leave, which much enticeth the 
ite without fufpicion. 
“Having thus prepared your baits, and 
our tackling, repair to the River, where 
e feen them to {wim in skuls or fhoals 
mmer time ina hot afternoon, about 
x four of the clock,and watch their going 
ftheix deep holes and returning (which 
y well difcern ) for they return about ; 
the clock moft of them feeking food at 
om, yet one or two will lie on the top 
water, rolling and tumbling themfelves 
the reft are under “him at the bottom,and 
su fhall perceive him to keep Sentinelsthen: 
k where he plays moft, and ftays longeft, 
h commonly is inthe broadeft and deep- 
eof the River) and there, or,near there- 
_ at a clear bottom, and a convenient 
x place,take one of your Angles ready fit- 
aforefaid, and found the bottom, which 
be about cight or ten foot deep ¢( two 
from the bank is the beft. ) Then con- 
hyour felf, whether that water will 
li by the next morning by reafon of 
er-mills. near, and according to your 
mtake the depth of the place, where 
m after to caft your ground-bait, and 
to 


oa 
f 
{ 


182 Che Compleat Angier, Pare. 
tofifh, to half an inch 5 that the Lead li 
onor near the ground-bait, the top of the Ao 

‘may only appear upright half an inch above th 
water. . 

Thus you having found and fitted fo, th 
_ placeand depth thereof,then go home an 
prepare your ground-bait, which js nex 

a the fruit of your labours, to be regard. 

ed. . 


The Ground-Bait. 


You fhall take a peck, or a peck anda half 

( according to the greatnefs of the ftream, and 

deepnefs of the water,where you mean toAngle) 

of {weet grofs-ground barly-malt, and boil jg 

ina kettle (one or two warms is enough ) then 

firain it through a Bag into a tub (the liquor 

whereof hath often done my Horfe much 

good) and when the bag and malt is near cold, 

take it down to the water-fide about cight or 

nine of the clock in the evening,and not before, 

caft in two parts of your ground-bait, {queezed 

hard between both your hands, it will fink pre 
fently tothe bottom, and be fure it may reltit 

the very place where you mean to Anglesif th 

ftream run, hard or move a little,caft your malt 

in handfuls a little the higher, upwards the 
ftream. You may between your hands clofeth 
-Malt fo faftin handfuls, that.the water wil 
hardly part it with the fall, Yo 
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ound thus baited,and tackling fitted, 
bag with the reft of your tackling 
uund-bait near the {porting-place all 
id in the morhing about three or four 
ck vifit the water-fide (but not too 
for they have acunning Watch-man, 
watchful themfelves too. 

en gently take one of your three rods, and 
our hook, cafting it over your ground- 
and gently and fecretly draw it to you till 
Lead refts about the middle of the ground- 


Phen take a fecond Rod and caftinabout a 
above, and your third a yard below the 
od, and ftay the Rods in the ground, but 
ur felf fo far from the water-fide,that you 
ve nothing but the top of the floats, 
you muft watch moft diligently then 
you havea bite, you fhall perceive the top 
jour float to fink fuddenly into the water ; 
verthelefs be not too hafty to run to your 
ids,until you fee that theLine goes clear away, 
teep to the water-fide, and give as much 
$ poflibly you can: if itbe a good Carp 
am, they will go tothe farther tide of the 
sthen firike gently,and hold your Rod ata 
little while ; but if you both pull toge- 
‘ou are fure to lofe your Game, for either 
or hook, or hold will break 5 and 
ave overcome them, they will make 
noble 


ei 
Ba 
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noble fport,and are very fhie to be landed, yy, 
Carp is far ftronger and more mettlefom tha 
the Bream. a 
Much more is to be obferved in this king 4 
Fifh and Fithing, but it is far fitter for expey 
ence and difcourfe than paper. Only thus much 
is neceffary for youto know, and, to be ming, 
fuland careful of ; That if the Pike or Pearoh , 
do breed in that River, they will be fare to bite 
firft, and muaft firft be taken. And for the mog 
part they are very large, and will repair tg 
your ground-bait, not that they will eat of jg; 
but will feed and {port chemfelves amongt the 
young Fry,that gather about and hover over the _ 
Bait. 
The way to difcern the Pike and to take him, _ 
if you miftruft your Bream-hook (for I have 
taken a Pékea yard long feveral times at m 
Bream-hooks, and fometimes he hath had the 
luck to fhare myline. ) May be thus. 
Take afmall Bleak , or Roach, or Gudgion, 
and bait it, and fet ic alive among your Rods — 
two foot deep from the Cork, witha little red 
worm on the point of the hook,then take a few 
crums of White-bread, orfome of the ground- — 
bait, and fprinkle it gently amongft your Reds, — 
If Mr. Pike be there; then the little Fith will — 
skip out of the water at his appearance but the” 
live-fer Bait is fure to be taken. ‘i 


This: 7 
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ontinue your fport from four in the 
illeight, and ifit bea gloomy,windy 
y will bite all day long, But this is too 
“fland to your rods at one place, and it 
il your evening fport that day, whichis 


ut four of the clock in the Afternoon 
‘our baited place, and as foon as you 
‘to the water fide, caft in one half of the 
ur ground- -bait, and ftand off: then 
il fh the Fifth are gathering together ( for 
they will moft certainly come for their. 
you may take.a pipe of Tobaccos and, 
with your three rodsas in the mornings _ 
{l find excellent fport that evening, till — 
tof theclock; then caft inthe refidue of 
a ground-bait, and next morning by four 
clock vifit them again for four hours, 
s the beft {port of all ; and after that let 
eft till you and your friends have amind 
e {port. 
St. famés Tide until Bartholomew Tide 
when they have had all the Summers 
ey are the fatceft. 
tve laftly, That after three or aie days 
together, your Game will be very thie 
rysand you (hall hardly get above a bite 
ata baiting; then your only way isto 
om your {port about two or three 
and in the mean time (on the place you 
lite 
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late baited, and again intend to bait) yoy th 
take a turf of green, but fhort grafs, as fj ‘ 
bigger than a round Trencher § to the to 7 
this turf, on the green fide, you thall with « 
Needle and green thred faften one by one , 
many little red worms as will near cover al} the 
turf : Then take a round board or Trenche,. 
make a hole in the middle thereof,and throyot’ 
the turf placed on the board or Trencher, with, 
a firing or cord as longas is fitting, tied to a 
pole, let it down to the bottom of the water fo 
the Fith to feed upon without difturbance aboy, 
two Or three days+ and after that you haye 
drawn it away, you may fall to, and enjoy you, 
former recreation. B. A, 


CHAP. XI. 


Obfervations of the Tench, and advice how 
to Angle for him. 


P’ SC. The Tench, the Phyficianof Fithes, 
is obferved to love Ponds better than Rie 
vers, and to love pits better than’ either 5 yet 
Cambden obferves there isaRiver in Dorféte 
- (rire that abounds with Teaches, but doa 
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ire to the moft deep and quiet places in 


is fith hath very large Fins, very final 
sooth Scales, a red circle about his Eyes, 
‘are big and of a gold colour, and 
either Angle of his mouth there hangs 
‘alittle Barbsin every Tenches head there 
olittle ftories, which forraign Phyficians 
eat ufe of, but he is not commended for 
fon meat, though there be very much ufe — 
f them, for outward applications. Ronde- 
ys. That at hisbeing at Rome, be fava 
ve done by applying a Tench to the feet of 
ery fickman. This he fays was done after 
unufual manner by certain Jews.And it is ob- 
ved that many of thofe people have many fe- 
yet unknownto Chriftians, fecrets that 
never yet been written, but have been 
ce the days of their Solomon (who knew the 
rare of all things,even from the Cedar to the 
b) delivered by tradition from the Father 
eSon, and {o from generation to generati- 
ithout writing, or (unlcfs it were cafual- 
hout the leaft communicating them to a- 
“¢ Nation or Tribe: for to do that they 
taprophanation: And yet it is thought 
ey, or fome Spirit worfe than they, firft 
us,that Lice {wallowed alive were a certain 
for the Yellow-Jaundice. This, and ma- 
ther medicines were difcover’d by them or 
Be 02 by 
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by revelation, for, doubtlefs we attain’d them 


not by ftudy. 

Well,this fith,befides his eating, is very uke 
ful both dead and alive for the good of Man. _ 
kind. But, I will meddle né more with thar 
my honeft humble Art teaches no fuch bolg. 
nefs there are too many foolith inedlers jy, 
Phyfick and Divinity, that think themfelyes fie 
to meddle with hidden fécrets,and fo bring de. 
ftruction to their followers.But I’le not meddle 
with them any farther than to with them wifer; 
and fhall tell you next (for,I hope,I may be { 
bold) that the Tench is the Phyfician of fithes 
for the Pike cfpecially,and that the Pike, being 
cither fick or hurt, is cured by the touch of the 


‘Tench. And it is obferved,that the Tyrant Pike 


will not be a Wolf to his Phyfician,but forbears 
to devour him though he be never fo hungry, 
This fith that carries a natural Balfome in 
him to cure both himfelf and others, loves yet 
to feed in very foul water, and amongtt 
weeds. And yet I am{fure he eats pleafantly, 
and doubtlefs, you will think fo too, if you taf 
him. And Ifhall therefore proceed to give you 
fome few, and but a few directions how to 


catch this Tench, 


of 
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hich Ihave given you thefe obfervations. 
€ will bite at a Pafte made of brown bread 

honey, or ata marth worm, or a Lob- 
mhe inclines very much to any pafte with 
ich Tar ismixt, and he will bite alfoat a 
er worm, with his head nipp’d off, anda 
orm put on the hook before that worms 
doubt not but that he will alfoin the three 
‘months (for in the nine colder he ftirs not 
h) bite at a Flag-worm,or at a green Gen- 
ut can pofitively fay no more of the Tench, 
cing aFifh that I have not often Angled 
but I with my honeft Scholar may, and 
t fortunate when he fifhes. 


O3 CHAP. 


Age 
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CHAP. XII, 


Obfervations of the Pearch, and direction, : 
: how to fifh for him, “a 


Ps C. The Pearchisavery good, anda 
very bold biting fith ; Heis one of the 
Fithes of prey; that like the Pike and Tron 
carries his teeth in his mouth: which is very 
large, and he dare venture to kill and devoyp 
feveral other kinds of fith: he hasa hook’t og 
hog back, whichis armed with tharp and hig 
briftles, and all his skin armed or covered over 
“with thick, dry,hard fcales, and hath (which 
few other Fifh have .) two Fins on his back: 
He is fo bold, that he will invade one of his 
ownkind, whichthe Prke willnot dofowil- — 
lingly, and, you may therefore eafily believe © 
him to be a bold biter. 
The Pearch is of great efteemin Italy faith 
‘Aldrovandus, and efpecially the leaft are there 
efteemed a dainty dith. And Gefner prefers — 


> the Pearch and Pike above the Trout, or any 


frefh-water-Fith : he fays the Germaus have 
this Proverb, More wholfom tha a Pearch of — 
Rhine:and he fays the River-Pearch is fo whol- — 
fom, that Phyficians allow him to be eaten by — 
wound- 
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men or by men in Feavers,or by Wo- 
jld-bed, 

ns but once a year and is by Phyfi- 
very nutritive: yet by many to be 
digeftion: They abound more in the 
yeandin England ( {ays Roudelitius ) 
her parts,and have in their brain a ftone, 
sin forraign parts fold by Apothecaries, 
there noted to be very medicinable a- 
he ftone inthe reins: Thefe be a part 
commendations which fome Philofo- 
brains have beftowed upon the frefh-wa- 
earch : yet they commend the Sea-Pearch, 
ch is known by having but one fin on his 
( of which they fay, we Englifh fee but 
w) tobe a much better fith. 

the Pearch grows flowly, yct will grow, as 
been credibly informed, to be almoft 
ot long 3 for an honeft informer told me, 
one was not long fince taken by Sir Abra- 
Williams,a Gentleman of worth,and a Bro- 
f the Angle ( that yet lives, and I wifh 
;) this was a deep bodied Fifth: and 
tlefs durft have devoureda Pike of half 
wn length : for I have told you,he is a bold 
fach a one as but for extreme hunger, the 


ave him(elf, the Pearch will fet up his fins, 
ke asa Lurkie-Cock will fometimes fet 
ist, | 
a O4 But, 


will not devour : for to affright the Pike 
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But, my Scholar, the Pearch is not only vay; 
ant to defend himfelf, but he is(as I faid Ja bol 
biting fith, yet he will not bite at all feafae. 
of thé years he is very abftemious in Win cif 
yet will bite then in the midft of the day jf, bal 
warm ¢ and note that all Fih bite be aboug 
the midi ofa warm day in Winter,and he hath 
_ been obferved by fome, notufually to bite til 
the Mulberry-tree buds 3 that is to fay, till ex 
treme. frofts be paft the Spring; for when 
the Mulberry-tree bloffoms,many Gardners ob. 
ferve their forward fruit to be patt the dange 
of Frofts,and fame have made the like obferya. 
tion of the Pearches biting. ; 
_ But bite the Pearch will,and that very bold. 
y © and as one has wittily obferved, iftherebe 
twenty or forty in a hole, they may be at One 
ftanding all catch’d one after another , they be. 
ing,as he fays, like the wicked of the world not 
afraid though their fellows and companions — 
perith in their fight.And you may obferve, tha 
they are not like the folitary Pike, but loveto _ 
accorhpany one another, and march together in — 
troops, _ 
And the baits for this bold Fith 


are 


ot many; Imean, he will bite as well at 
, or at any of thefe three,as at any,or allo- 
jwhatfoever : a Worm,a Minxow,or a little 
(of which you may find many in hay- 
me ) and of worms,the Dunghil-worm called 


Mofs or Fennel, or he will bite at a 
hat lies under a cow-turd with a blewith 
, And if you rove fora Pearch with a 
w, then it is beft to be alive,you fticking, 


the hook in his upper lip, and letting him 
hup and down about mid-water,or a little 
and you ftill keeping him to about that 
bby aCork,which ought not tobe a very 
sone: and the like way you are toFith for 
arco, with a {mall frog.your hook being 
through the skin of his leg, towards the 


but 
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mdling 1 take to be beft,being well {cow- 


Sees ann a ed % 


ook through his back-fins or a Minnow 


Grpart of it: And lafily, 1 will give you _ 
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but this advice, that you give the Pearch 4. 
enough when he bites, for there was farce 
ver any Angler that has given him too pm, f 
And now I think beft to re@# my felf,for ] haya 
almoft {pent my fpirits with talking fo long. 7 
_ Venat. Nay,good Matter, one filh more, for 
you fee it rains ftill, and you know our Ano}. 
are like mony put to ufury ; they may thyiy, 
though we fit {till and do nothing but talk ang 
enjoy one another, Come,come the other fq, 
good Mafter. 7 
~ Pic, But Scholar, have younothing to mix 
with this difcourfe, which now grows both 
tedious and tirefom? fhall I have nothin 
from you that feem to have both a good me. 
mory, and a chearful Spirit ¢ 7 
Ven. Yes,Mafter,I will {peak you a Copy of 
Verfes that were made by Doctor Donne, and 
made to fhew the world that he could make foft 
and {mooth Verfes when he thought {moothnefg 
worth his labour 5 and I love them the better, 
becaufe they allude to Rivers, and fifh and fithe 
ing, They bethefe: = 


Come live with me,and be my Love, 
And we will fome new pleafures prove, 
Of golden fands, and Chryjtal brooks, 
With filken lines, andfilver books. 


There 
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he River whifpering run, - 
] thy eyes more than the Suny 

the enamel’dfifh will ftay, 

mfelves they may betray. 


wilt fevim in that live bath, 
hich every channel hath, 
gmoroufly totbec will fwim, 

so catch thee,than thou him. 


o be fofeen, beet loath 
Moon,thou darkneft both, 
ne eyes bave leave to fee, 
+ their light,baving thee. 


ns freeze with Angling reeds, 
| their legs with (hels and weeds, 
heronjly poor fill befet, 


‘angling faares,or windowy net. 


bold hands, fromflimy neft, 
d fio in banks ontwreft, 

us Traytors fleave filk flies, 

) poor wandring filhes eyes. 


thee, thou needjt no fuch deceit . 
non thy felf art thine own bait : 

fib that is not catcht thereby, 
fer far , alas , thanI. 


Pift. 
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 fome'The Queen of palat pleafure, But moh 


Pift. Wellremembred » honeft Scholay. 
thank you for thefe choice Verfes, which 12 
heard formerly , but had quite forgot, til] i 
were recovered by your happy memory, wal 
being I have now refted my felfa little » lw 
make youfome requital , by telling yoy fond 
obfervations of the Eel, for it raing fill, ana 
becaufe ( as you fay ) our Angles are as moy 
put to Ufe that thrives when we Play, therefoy, 
we'lfit {till and enjoy our felves a little longer 
under this beney-fickle-hedg, 7 


CHAP, XIII. 


Obfervations of the Eel, and other fil thee 
want {eales, and how to filb for them, 


Pe It is agreed by moft men, that the Eel 
isa moft daintie tith > the Romans havee. 
fteemed her the Helena of their feafts, and 


men differ about their breeding: fome fay 
they breed by géncration as other tifh do, and 
others, that they breed ( as fome worms 
do ) ofmud, as Rats and Mice , and many 
other living creatures are bred in Egypt , by 3 
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en it fhines upon the. overflowing 
er Nilws: or out of the putrefaGtion 
th, and divers other wayes. Thofe 
them to breed by generation as other 
sk: if any man everfaw an Ee 
Spawn or Melt ? and they are an- 
d, that they may be as certain of their 
gas if they had fcen Spawn: for they 
they are certain that Fe/s have all 
or generation, like other fith, bur 
as not to be eafily difcerned , by reafon 
fatnefs, but that difcerned they may 
d that the He.andthe She Eed may be 
ifhed by their'fins. And Rondelitins 
has fcen Eels cling together like Dew= 


others fay, that Eels growing old 
her Eels out of the corruption ot their — 
», which Sir Francis Bacon fayes , ex- 
t ten years. And others fay, that as 
are made of glutinous dew-drops, 
re condenfed by the Suns heat in thofe 
fo Eels are bred of a particular 
ng in the months of May or Fune on 
s of fome particular Ponds or Rivers 
by nature for that end ) which ina 
are by the Suns heat turned intoEe/s, 
the Ancients have called the Eels 
bred , Ibe Off-{pring of Fove. X 
the beginning of Fuly , ina River 
ee not 
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not far from Canterbury , fome parts of 
covered over with young Eels,about the hig 
nefs of a ftraw , and thefe Eels did lie gf 
top of that water, as thick as motes are fi. 
be inthe Sun: and I have heard the like of ¢ 
ther Rivers,as namely in Sever, (where the 
are called Yelvers )and ina pond or mere net 
unto Stafford-thire, where about a fet time j 
Summer, fichfmall Eels abound fo muchg a 
many of the poorer fort of people, that inh. 
bit near to it takefuch Eels out of this Megs 
with fieves or fheets, and make a kind of Ry, 
¢ake of them, and eat it like as Bread, 
.Gefner quotes venerable Bede to fay, that ig 
England there is an Ifland called, Ely, by reafoy, 
of the innumerable number of Eels that bree 
in it. But that Eels may be: bred as fo 
worms, and fome kind of Bees and Wa/ps are. 
either of dew, or out of the corruption of the 
éarth, feems to be made probable by the Baw 
nacles and young Goflings bred by the Sing 

~ heat, and the rotten planks of an old Ship, and 
hatched of trees ; both which are related fo 
truths by Dubartas and Lobel, and alfo by out 
learned Cambden, and laborious Gerard in hig 
Herbal, ; 
It is faid by Rowdelitins, that thofe Belt 
that are bredin Rivers that relate to,or be nea 
rer to the Sea, never return to’ the frefh watets 
(as the Salmon does always defire to do) we 
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ace tafted the falt water 3 and Ido. 
eafily believe this, becaufe I am cer- 
at powdered Beef is a moft excellent 
tch an Eel: and though Sir Francis 
will allow the Eels life to be but ten 
yet hein his Hiftory of Life and Death, 
ns a Lamprey belonging tothe Roman 
our to be made tame,and fo kept for al- 
threefcore years : and that fuch ufeful and 
t oblervations were made of this Lam- 
that Cra{fus the Orator (who kept her) 
ed her Death. And we read(in Do- 
lackwel) that Hortenfias was {een to weep 
xe death of a Lamprey that he had kept 
and loved exceedingly. 

is granted by all, or moft men, that Eels, 
out fix months (that is to fay,the fix 
| months of the year) ftir not up and down, 
ither in the Rivers,nor in the Pools in which’ 
fually are, but get into the foft earth or 
, and there many of them together bed 
nfelves, and live without feeding upon any 
¥ (as Lhave told you fome Swallows have 
bferved to doin hollow trees for thofe 
dmonths:.) and this the Eel and Swal- 


Year 1125.(that years winter being more 
han ufually ) Eels did by natures inftin& 
f the water into a ftack of hay ina 
Meadow 


as not being able to endure winter wea-" 
orGefner quotes Albertus to fay, that 
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‘Meadow upon drie ground, and there beddea 
themfelves, but yet at lat a froft kill’d them 
’ And our Cambden relates, that in Lanzg A 
Fithes were dig’d out of the earth WithSpaq i 
where no water was near to the place. ] 
fay little more of the Eel, but that, as it is oh. 
ferved he is impatient of cold 3 foit hath bel 4 
_ obferved,that in warm weatheran Eel has beeall 
known to live five days out of the water, 4 
And laftly, let me tellyou that fome curje) 

- ous fearchers into the natures of Fith, obferye 
that there be feveral forts or kinds of Eels, au 
the filver Eel, and green or greenifh Eel Cwith © 
which the River of Thames abounds,and thofe 
are called Grigs; ) and a blacki(h Eel , whofe 
head is more flat and bigger than Ordinary 
Eels; and alfo an Eel whofe Fins are reddith 
and but feldom taken in this Nation, (and 
taken fometimes:) Thefe feveral kinds of Eely_ 
are (fay fome) diverfly bred, as namely, out of 
the corruption of the earth, and fome by dew, 
and other ways, (as I have faid to you:) and_ 
yet it is affirmed by fome for a certain, thatthe 
Silver Eel is bréd by generation, but not by — 
Spawning as other bith do, but that her brood — 
come alive from her, being then little live Eels” 
no bigger nor longer than a pins and I have” 
had too many teftimonies of this to doubt the 
truth of it my (elf, and if I thought it needful” 
I might prove it , but I think it is needielig a 
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Eel of which I have faid fo muclt, 


gs namely with powdered Beef,with a 
den-worm, witha Minnow; or gutok 
cken ox the guts of any Fifh, or with 
ny thing, for heis a greedy Fiths but 


nay inthe hot months be found many of 
ja the River Lames, and in many mud- 
ds worms in a dunghill. want 
xt note, that the Eel feldom ftirs in the 
t then hides himfelf, and therefore he: 
ally caught by night with one of thefe 
of which I have {poken, and may be then 
t by laying, hooks,which you are to faften. 
ank or twigs of a trees or by throwing 
crofs the ftream with many hooks atit, 
ofe baited with the aforefaid Baits,and a 
plummet,cr ftone, thrown into the Ri- 
his line;that fo you may in the morn= 
t hear to fome fixt place,and then take 
a Drag-hook or otherwife:but thefe 
indeed too common to be {poken of, 
hours fithing with anyAngler will teach 
r,both for thefe and many other com- 
lings in the practical part of Angling, 
weeks difcourfe, I fhall therefore con- 
direction for taking the Eel, by tel- 
se i 


ay becaught with divers kinds of. _ 


ej may be caught efpecially with a little, 
ttle Lamprey which fome call a Pride, . 


in other Rivers, yea,almoft as ufually as 


ling 
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ling you, that in a warm day in Summy y 
have taken many a good Eel by finigy; ” 
and have been much pleafed with “ys 
fport. 

_ And becaufe you that are but a young, a 
ler know not what fhigling is, 1 will now ten 
it to you. You remember Itold you that Rey 
do not ufually ftirin the day time, for they 
they hide themfelves under fore covert, or yp. 
der boards or planks about Flood-gates gj 
Weires,or Mills, or in holes in the River bell 
fo that you obferving your time in a wary 
day,when the water is loweft,may take a ftron 
fall hook tied to a ftrong line, or toa firing” 
. about a yard long, and then into one of thefe 
holes, or between any boards about a Mill, of 
under any great ftone or plank, or any place 
where you think an Eel may hide or fheltey 
her (elf, youmay with the hélp of a thort 
ftick put in your bait, but leafurely, and as far 
as you may conveniently : and it is {carce to” 
be doubted, but that if there be an Eel within 
the fight of it, the Ecl will bite infiantly, and 
as certainly gorgeit : and Yeuuneed not doubt” 
to have him if you pull him not out of the 
‘hole too quickly, but pull him out by degrees, 
for he lying folded doublein his hole, will with 
the help of his tail break all, unlefs you give 
him time to be weatied with pulling, ai 
‘fo get him outby degrees; not pulling too 
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o commuite for your patient hearing 
Ditetion I thall next tell you how to 
is EEL a 


t excellent dith of meat : 13 
wah him in water and falt,then pull of 
shin below bis vent or navel, and not much, 
rs Baving done that, take out bis guts as 
ucan, but wale bim not. then give 
or four fcotches with a knife, and thew 
in his belly and thofe {cotches, fweet herbs. 
Anchovy, and alittle Nutmeg grated or cut. 
all, and your herbs and Anchovis mut 
‘cut very fmall, and mixt with good but- 
d faltsbaving done this,then pull his skit 
n ei! but bis head, Which you are to 
Ane sie as pate 


epall bis moifture within bis skins 
: this, tie bim with Tape or Pack. : 
2°) ae 


k* and no wine to our Enemies. 
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- -thred to « fpit, and roft him leafurely, ang bah 
bim with water and falt till bis skin breaks q a 
then with Butter : and having rofted him eng, "a 
let what was put into bis belly,and what he dye 


-be bis farce. 
S.F, 


When I go to drefs an Eel thus, I with}, 
were as long and big,as that which was caught 
in Peterborough River in the year 1667. which 
wasa yard and three quarters long.If you wij, 
not believe me ? then go and {ee at one of the 
Coffee-boufes in King-ftreet in Weft minfter, 

But now let me tell you,that though the Eg] 
_ thus dreft be not only excellent good,but more 
harmlefs than any other way, yet it is certain 

that Phyficians account the Eel. dangerous 
meat; I will advife you therefore, as Solomg, 
fays of Honey, Prov.25. Haft thou found it, eap 
‘no more than is fufficient, left thou furfeit, for it jg 
not good to eat much boney.And let me add this 
that the uncharitable Italian bids us,Give Eels, 


~ And I will beg a little more of your atten= 
tion to tell you that Aldrovandws and divers 
Phyficians commend the Eel very much for 
medicine though not for meat. But let me 
tell you'one obfervation; That the Eel is nee 
ver out of feafon, as Tromts and moft other fill” 
are fet time, at leaft moft Eels are not. 
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t here fpeak of many otherFith whofe 
nd nature are much like the Eel, and 
both the Sea and frefh Riverssas name- 
Lamprel,the Lamprey and the Lamperne: 
of the mighty Conger, taken often in 
re , about Glocefters and might alfo tell 
hat high efteem many of them are for the 
ofity of their taftes but thefe are not fo 
sex to be talk’d of by me,becaufe they make 
glers no fport, therefore Iwill let them 
eas the Jews do, to whom they are forbid- 
by their Law. 
nd Scholar, there is alfo a Flounder, a Sea- 
which will wander very far into frefh Ri- 
‘and there lofe himfelf,and dwell and thrive 
pahands breadth, and almoft twicefo long,a 
without {cales, and moft excellent meat, 
“afith that affords much fport to the Ang- 
with any {mall worm, but efpecially a lit- 
blewith worm, gotten out of Marth ground 
Acadows,which fhould be well {cowred, but 
‘though it be moft excellent meat, yet it 
{cales, and is as 1 told you therefore an 
nation to the Jews. i 
t Scholar, there is a fifh that they in Lan- 
ire boaft very much of, called a Char, taken 
(and 1 think there only) in a Mere called 
nder Mere ; a Mere, fays Cambden, that 
largeft inthis Nation, being ten miles in 
sand fome fay as fmooth in the bottom as 


P3 if 
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if it were paved with polifht marble: this 4 
never excceds fifteen or fixteen inches in Jen a 
and * tis fpotted like a Trout, and has fis ; 
bone but'on the back: but this, though ] a 
not know whether it make the Angler food 
yet I would have you takenotice of it, becayf, 
it is a rarity, and of fo high efteem with bell 
fons of great note. ji 

Nor would I have you ignorant of a rare f 

called a Guiniad,of which {hall tel] you what 
Cambden, and others {peak. The River Dee 
(which runs by Chefter) {prings in Merionesh. 
Shire, and as it*runs toward Chefter ig 
tTuns through Pemble-Mere, which js a large 
Water : And itis obferved, that though the 
River Dee abounds with Salmon jand Pemble. 


‘Mere with the Guiniad , yet there is never 


any Salmon caught in the Mere,nor a Guiniad 
‘inthe River. And now my next obfervation 
Thall be of the Barbel. i 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV: 


mations of the Barbel, and directions 
howto fib for him. 


C. The Barbel is fo called (fays Gefner ) 
“by xeafon of his Barb or Wattels at his 
h, which are under his nofe or chaps. He 
1 of thofeleather-mouthedFifhes that I told 
of, that does very {eldom break his hold it 
‘once hook’d: but he is fo ftrong,that he 
n break both rod or line if he proves 
a big one. ¥ 
t the Barbel,though he be of a fine fhape, 
Jooks big, yet heis not accounted thebeft 
eat, neither for his wholfomnefS nor his 
But the Male isreputed much better than 
emale, whofe Spawn is very hurtful, as I 
refently declare to you. 
ey flock together like fheep,and areat the 
in April, about which time they Spawn, 
ckly grow to be in feafon. He is able to 
nthe ftrongeft {wifts of the Water, and in 
immer they love the fhalloweft and tharpeft 
reams 5 and love to lurk under weeds, and 
ed on gravel againft ‘a rifing ground, and 
oot and dig in the fands with his nofe like 
and there nefts himfelf ; yet fometimes 
reo he 


ics 
f 
: 
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which is fo certain, that Gefuer and Gafitis de 
Wl gWee ee Fe ‘ ry, 4 ; 


he retires to deep and {wift Bridges, or Floods 
gates, or Weires, where he will-neft hima 
amongtt piles, or in hollow placessand ta 

hold of mofs or weeds, that be the water ne 
ver fo fwift, it is not able to force him'from the. 
Place that he contends for. This is his COnftang: 
cuftom in Summer, when he and mot livin 
ercatures {port themfelves in the Sun,but at the 
approach of Winter, thep he forfakes the {wit 
fireams and hallow waters, and by degrees te, 
tires to thofe parts of the River that are quiet 
and deeper ; in which places (and I think at 
bout that time) he Spawns, and asT have fo, 
merly toldyou, with the help of the Meltep 
hides his Spawnor eggs in holes, which th vi 
both dig in the gravel , and then they mutual. 
ly labour to cover it with the fime fand,to pre. 
‘vent it trom being devoured by other fith, 

_. There be fuch tore of this tith in the River 
Danubie,that Rondelitins fays,they may infome 
pees of it, andin fome months of the year, 
be taken by thefe that dwell near tothe River, 
with their hands, cight or ten load at atime; 
he fays, they begin to be good in May, and that 
they ceafe to befo in Auguft , but it is found to 
be otherwifein this Nation: but thus far we 
agree with him, that the Spawn of a Barbel, if 
it be not poifon as he fays, yet that it is danpe. 
rous meat, and efpecially inthe month of Mays 


ke fach 


clare 


g 


ing, of their lives.: : 

ith is. of a fine caft and handfome fhape, 
mall {cales, which are plac’d after a mof 
ind curious manner, 


s {told you, may be rather faid not to be 
anto be good meat; the Chub and he 
(Ithink) both loft part of their credit 
cookery, they being reputed the worft or 
rfeft of frefh-water-fith: but the Barbel 
an 4ng'er choice {port,being a lufty and 
Unning Fifh: folufty and cunning as to en- 
er the breaking of the Anglers line, by 
ing his head forcibly towards any covert, 
jor bank : and then ftriking at the line, 
it off with his tail (as is obferved by 
b, inhis Book de indultria animalium) 
ad alfo fo cunning to nibble and fuck off your 
tm clofe to the hook,and yet avoid the let- 
ting 


o 
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ting the hook come into his mouth, 
The Barbel isalfo curious for his baits,tha 
_ to fay, that they beclean and {weet 5 that j, a 
fay,to have your worms well.{cowred,and y . 
Kept in fowre and mufty mofs,for he is a cual 4q 
ous feeder 5 but at a well-fcowred Lob-worm! 
he will bite as boldly as at any bait,and {peg 
ally, if the night or two before you fith for hin 
you fhall baitthe places where you intend ¢ 
ith for him with big worms cut into pieces. 
and note, that none did ever over-bait the 
place, nor fifh too early or too late for a Bap 
bel. And the Barbel will bite alfo at Gentles 
which (not being too much {cowred,but green) 
areachdice bait for hims and fo is cheefe, which 
is not to be toohard, but kept a day or twe ig — 
awet linnen cloth to make it tough: with this 
you may alfo bait the water a day or two before 
you fith for the Barbel,and be much the likelier — 
to catch ftore ; aud if the cheefe were laid in 
clarified honey a fhort time before (as namely, 
an hour or two ) you were ftill the likelier to 
catch Fith: fome have directed to cut the 
cheefe into thin pieces, and toaft it, and then 
tie it on the hook with fine filk : and fomead- 
vie to fith for the Barbel with Sheeps tallow 
and foft cheefe beaten or work’d into a Pafte, 
and that it is choicely good in Amguft, and I 
“believe it: but doubelefs the Lob-worm well 
fcowred, andthe Gentle not too much (oe 
; TCC) 


Pa 
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cheefe ordered as I have direéted, are 
nough, and I think will ferve in any — 
5 though I {hall commend any Angler 
jes conclulions, and is induftrious to im- 
the Art. And now,my honeft Scholar, 
g fhower, and my tedious difcourfe are 
vended together; and J fhall give you but 
Obfervation, that when you fith for a Bar- 
our Rod and Line be both long, and of 
wength, for (as I told you ) you will 
aheavy anda dogged fifh tobe deale 
all, yet he feldom or never breaks his hold 
be once ftucken. And if you would know 
of fithing for the Umber or Barbel,get in- 
‘our with Doctor Sheldon, whole skill is 
yeotherss and of that the Poor that dwell 
ut him have a comfortable experience. 
ad now lets go and fee what intereft the 
guts will pay us for letting our Angle-rods 
sfolong, and {0 quietly inthe water for their 
Come, Scholar, which will you take up? 
» Which you think fit, Matter. 
ie. Why, you hall take up thatsfor I am 
in by viewing the Line, it has a-Fith atit. 
u, Scholar: well done. Come now, 
pthe other too; well, now you may tell 
other Peter at night,that you have caught 
of Zrouts thisday. And now lets move 
tdour lodging, and drink a draught of 
ows Milk, as we go, and give ‘pretty 
Maudlige 


eR 
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Maxdlin and her honeft mother a brace c 
Zrosts for their fupper. ‘ 

Venat. Mafter,\ like your motion very well 
and I think it is now about milking time, and 
yonder they be at it. 

Pifc. God {peed you, good woman, T thank 
you both for our Songs laft night ; I and m 
companion have had fuch fortune a fithing thi, 
day, that we refolve togive you and Maudjj, 
a brace of Trowts for fupper, and we will now 
tafta draught of your Ked-Cows milk, ; 

Milkw. Marry, and that you hall with aj 
my heart, and I will be ftill your debtor whey 
you come thisway: if you will but{peak the 
word, J will make you a good Sillabub,of new 
Verjuice, and then you may fit down ina hay. 
cock and cat it, and Maudlin fhall fit by and 
fing you the good old Song of the Hunting in 
Chevy Chafe, or fome other good Ballad, for 
fhe hath good ftore of them; Maxdlin,my ho- 
nett Maudlin hath a notable memory, and fhe 
thinks nothing too good for you, becaufe you 
be fuch honeft men, 

Venat. We thank you, and intend once ina 
menth to call upon you again, and give youa” 
little warning, and fo good night: good night 
Maxdlin. And now, good Matter, lets lofe 
no time} but tell me fomewhat more of Fith- 
ing,and if you pleale, firft fomething of Fithing 
for a Gudgion. a 

Pifc.. I will,honeft Scholar. CHAP, 


|g 
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fervations of theGudgion,the Ruffe and 
pe Bleak, and how to fib for them. 


E Gudgion is reputed a Fith of excels 
lent taft, and to be very wholfom: 
of a fine fhape, of a filver colour, and 
fied with black {pots both on his body 

He breeds two or three times in the 
d always inSummer. He is commend- 
a Fith of excellent nourifhment : the 
as call him Groundling, by reafon of 
ng on the ground: and he there feafts 
felf in fharp fireams, and on the gravel, He 
the Barbe! both feed fo, and do not hunt’ 
sat any time, as moft other Fifhes doz 
n excellent fifh to enter a young Angler, 
eafie to be caken with a{mall red worm, 
Orvery near tothe ground. He is one 
hofe lcather-mouthed fifh that has_ his 
h in his throat, and will hardly be loft off 
n the hook if he be once fucken: they 
ally fcattered up and down every River 

hallows, inthe heatof Summer: but 
tumn, when the weeds beginto grow 
rot, and the weather colder, then they 
‘together, and get into the deeper a 


of the water: and are to be Fithed gy. 
there, with your hook always touching ¢h. 
ground, if you Fith for him with a flote : 
with acork : But many will Fifh for the Cud. 
gion by hand, witha running line upon the 
ground,without a cork, asa Trovt is fifned fo, 
and it is anexcellent way, if you have a gentjg 
rod and as gentle a hand. 

_ There is alfo another Fiflt called a Pope, ang 
by fome a Ruffe,a Fith that is not known to bg 
in fome Rivers » he is much like the Pearch foy — 
his fhape, and taken to be better than the 
Pearch, but will not grow to be bigger than q _ 
Gadgion , he is an excellent Fifh, no Fith thar 
fwims is of a pleafanter taft, and he isalfocx. 
cellent to enter a young Agler,for he isa grees 
dy biter,and they will ufually lie abundance of — 
them together in one referved place where the 
water is deep, and runs quietly 3 and. an calie 
Angler, if he hasfound where they lie, may 
catch forty or fifty,or fometimes twice fo many 
at a ftanding. : 

You mutt Fith for him. with a fmall. reds 
worm, and if you bait the ground with earth, i¢ 

is excellent. 4 

- There is alfo a Blezk, or frefh-water-Sprat,a 
Fifh that is ever in motion, and therefore callé 
ed by fome the River-Swallow 5 for juft.as you 
thall obferve the Swallow tobe molt evenings 
in Summer, ever inmotion, making {hort and 
quick 


- 
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6 when he flies to catch Flies in the 
y which he lives ) fo does the Bleak at 
ofthe water. Aufonits would have him 
Jeak from his ‘whitifh colour: his back 
pleafant {ad or Sea-water-green,his belly 
sd-(hining as the Mountain-fnow: and 
cabtiefs though he have the fortune ( which 
ue has in poor people ) to be negleGted, yet 
Bleak ought to be much valued,though we 
Allamot falt, and the skill that the Itali- 
ye to turn them into Anchovis. This fifh 
e caught with a Pater-nofter line, thatis, 
eight very fmall hooks tyed along the line 
half a foot.above the other: I have feen five 
sht thus atone time, and the bait has been 
than which none is better. 
Or this fifh may be caught witha fine {malt 
ial flic,which'is to be of a very fad,brown 
yur, and very {mall, and the hook anfwera- 
here is no better fport than whipping 
eaks ina boat, or ona bank in the fwitt 
fer in a Summers evening, with a Hazle top 
it five or fix foot long, anda line twice the 
f the Rod,I have heard Sir Heary Wot- 
, that there be many that in Italy will 
Swallows fo, or efpecially Martins ( this 
angler ftanding on the top of a Steeple to 
, and with a line twice fo long as I have 
enof: ) And let me tell you, Scholar, that 
ttins and Bleaks be moft excellent meat. 
And 
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_ And let me tell you, that I have known . 
Hern that did conftantly frequent one -placaam 
caught with a hook baited with a big Minnow 
or a {mall Gudgion. The line and hook mug haa 
flrong, and tied to fome loofe ftaff fo big as thal 
cannot flieaway with it, a line not exceeding — 
' two Yards. a 


GHAP XVk 
Is of nothing yor that which is nothing worth, 


AY, Ge purpofe was to give you fome dire- 
AY Ctions concerning Roach and Dace,and 
fome other inferiour Fith, which make the An- 
gler excellent {port, for you know there js 
more pleafure in Hunting the Hare than in eat- 
ing her : but I will forbear at this time to fay 
any more, becaufe you  fte yonder come our 
~ brother Peter and honeft Coridon : but I will 
promife you, that as you and I fith and walk 
to morrow towards Loudon, if I have now for- 
gotten any thing that I can then remember, I 

_ Will not keep it from you. : 
.. Well met, Gentlemen, this is lucky that we — 
meet fo juft together at this very door. Come 
: Hoftels, © 
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hete are you? is Supper ready ? 
give us drink,and be as quick as you 
believe we arc all very hungry. Well 
terand Coridon, to youboth ; come. 
and then tell me what luck of fifh: we 
e caught but ten Trouts, of which my 
caught three; look here’s eight, and a 
e gave away : we have had a moft plea- 
for fifhing and talking, and are return- 
me both weary and hungry,and now meat 
eft vvill be pleafant. i 
and Coridon and \ have not had an un- 
day, and yet Ihave caught but five 
its; for indeed we went to a good honeft 
houfe, and there we plaid at Shovel-board 
the daysall the time that it rained we were 
, and as merry as they that fifhed, and ¥ 
lad we are now with a dry houfe over our 
5, for hark howit rains and blows. Come 
, give us more Ale,and our fupper with 
haite you may3and vvhen vve have fup’d . 
ave your Song, Pifeator, and the Catch 
ur Scholar promifed us, or elf Coridow 
dogged, 
. Nay, I vvill not be vvorfe than my 
, you (hall not vvant my Song,and I hope 
be perfect in it. 
nat, And 1 hope thelike for my Catch, 
ich I have ready too, and therefore lets go 


y to upper, and then have a gentle touch 
/ at 


at finging ‘and drinking : but the lat wit 
deration. : 
Cor, Comic,now for your Song, for we haul 
fed heartily. Come Hoftefs, lay a few ral 
fticks on the fire,and novv fing vvhen yoy vi i 
Pife. Well then, here’s to you Coridomang, 
now for my Song. "7 


h ma, 


Ob the gallant Fibers life, 
Itis the beft of any, 
Tis full of pleafure,void of rife, 
And *tis belov'd of many : 
S Other joys 
are but toys, 
only this 
lawful is, . 
for our skill 
breeds no ill, 
but coutent and pleafure. 


In a morning up we rife, 
Ere Aurora’s peeping, 
Drinka cup to wafh our eyes, 
Leave the fluggard fleeping : 
ben we go 
to and fro, 
with our knacks 
at our backs, 
to fach ftreams 
‘athe Thames, . .. a 
if we have the leafure. When ~ 
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en we pleafe to walk abroad 
our récreation, 

the fields is our abode, 

Il of delectation. 

W here in: a brook, 

with a hook, 

or a Lake, 

fife we take, 

there we fit, 

for a bit, 
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Dae 


We have pate and worms too, 
We can watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and ftorms too : 

None do here 

 nfe.to fwear, 

oaths do fray 

fifh away, 

we fit till, 

and watch our quill 5 

Fifbers muft not wrangle. 


If the Suns exceffive heat 
Make our bodies {welter, 
an Olier bedge we get 
or a friendly fhelter, 
Where in a dike 
Pearch or Pike. 
mahal 3 Roach 
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Roach or Dace. 
we do chafe, ? 
Bleak or Gudgion a 
without grudging, 7 
we are {till contented, 


Or we fometimes paf an bour 
Under a green Willow, 
That defends us from a (howre, 
Making earth our pillow, 
Where we may 

think and pray, 

before death 

Stops our breath : 

other joys 

are but toys, 
and to be lamented, 

Jo. Chalkhill, 


Venat. Well fung, Mafler, this days fortune 
and pleafure,and this nights company and fong, 
do all make me more and more in love with 
Augling. Gentlemen, my Matter left me alone 
_ foranhour this day,and 1 verily believe hereti- — 

. xed himfelf from talking with me,that he might ~ 
be fo perfect in this fong; was itnot Mafter? — 

Pife. Yes indeed , for it is many years fince 
Tlearn’d it, and having forgotten a part of it, 1” 
_ was forced to patch it up by the help of mine — 
own Invention , who am not excellent at ‘a ' 

try, 


\ 


> 
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|, as my part of the fong may teftifie: But 
will fay no mere, left you fhould think 
y difcommending it to beg your com- 
tions of it-And therefore without repli- 
s lets hear your Catch, Scholar, which I 
ill be a good one, for you are both Mu- 
nd have a good fancie to boot. 

at. Marry and that you fhall, and as free- 
would have my honeft Mafter tell me 
more fecrets of fifh and Fifhing as we. 
and fifh towards Loudon to morrow. But - 
ter, firft let me tell you, that, that very hour 
ich you were abfent from me, fate down 
a Willow-tree by the water fide, and confi- 
d what you had told me of the Owner of 
eafant Meadow in which you then left 
3 that he had a plentiful eftate, and nota 
it to think fo; that he had at this time ma-. 
saw-fuits depending , and that they both 
yp'd his mirth , and took up fo much of his 
¢and thoughts, that he himfelf had not lei- 
to take the {weet content that I (who pre- 
dno title to them,) took inhis fields, for 
uld there fit quietly, and looking on the 
ce fome Fifhes {port themfelves in the 
fireams, others, leaping at Flies of feveral 
and colours;looking on the Hills,I could 


i down the Meadows , could fee herea 
ithering Lillies and Lady-fmocks.and there 
QF 4 
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aGirl cropping Calverkeyes and Cow-flips aj} a ’ 
make Garlands {uitable to this prefent Month 3 
of May: thefeand many other Field-flowers 
fo perfumed the Air , that I thought that yey 
Meadow like that Field in Sicily (of which Dj. 
odorns (peaks) where the perfumes arifing from 
the place, make all Dogs that hunt init, to 
fall off, and to lofe their hotteft fent, I fay 
__ as I thus fate joying inmy own happy condi. 
tion, and pitying this poor rich man, that 
own'd this and many other pleafant Groves and 
Meadows about me, I did thankfully remem. 
ber what my. Saviour faid, that the meek pof. 
fefs the Earth , or rather , they enjoy what the 
other poffefs and enjoy not, for Anglers and 
meek quiet-{pirited-men, are free from tho 4 
high,thofe reftlefs thoughts which corrode the 
~ fweets of life; and they, and they only can 
fay as the Poet has happily expreft it. 


Hail bleft eftate of lowlinefs ! 

Happy enjiyments of fuch minds , 

‘As rich in felf-contentednefs , 

Cap, like the reeds in rougheft winds 
By yielding make that blow but fmal! 
At which proud Oaks and Cedars fall. : 

| 
: 


There came alfo into my mind at that time, ~ 
certain Verfes in praife of a mean eftate, and an 
humble mind, they were written by Phineas 

a ‘ .  Fletchen 


~~. 
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er ; an excellent Divine, and anexcellent. _ 
x, and the Author of excellent pifcatory — 
yes, in which you thall fee the pi@ture of 
good mans mind, and 1 with mine to be 


‘on 


lo empty bopes, ao Courtly fears him fright, 
No begging wants, bis middle fortune bite, 
feet content exiles, both mifery and {pites 


certain life, that never can deceive him, 
ull of thoufand fweets, aud rich content; 
mooth-leav’d beeches in the field receive him, \ 

With coolelt rade, till noon-tides heat be Spent: 
His life,is neither tot in boifterous Seas, 
Or the vexatious world, or loft in flothful eafes 

— Cpleaft.) 
*d & full bleft he livse,when he bis God can — 


shed, move fafe than foft.yields quiet fleeps, 
While by bis fide his faithful Spoufe bath place, 
His little fon, into bis bofom creeps, 
\. The lively picture of bis fathers face. 
humble boufe,or poor (tate ne’re torment bim, 
fs he could like,if le{s bisGod had lent him( him. 
And when be dies,greeu turfs dofor atomb content 


Gentlemen,thefe were a part of the thoughts 
then poffeft mesand I there made a conver-_ 
of a piece of an old Catch, and added more _ 
Qs to 


ofit as it is in this paper. 


Maus life, is but vain: for, tis fubjed to pain 
And forrow, and fhort as a bubble 
is a Hodg-poch of bufinels, and mony, and caye 
And care, and, mony and trouble, (fair 3 
But we'l take no care, when the weather prove, 
Nor will we vex now tho it rain 3 
We'lbanifo allfiv-ow , and fing till t0 morrow, 
: And Angle, and Angle again, ome 
4 
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4 CANTOSS = 
Set by Mr. Henry Lawesa 


eile 


OO ees HO ms SO 


Sane cess 


E ‘ Siete 


money and trouble. But we'll take no 


=e ERE 
=BE ene 


though it rain; we'll banifh all forroy, a 


HEIEE a 


llto morr ow,and Angle ang rele again, 
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‘ wae ’ An’slife is but vain; for’ Cis fubjett tg) 
— BEEFRSSEHEFTE Be 
-painand forrow, andfhortas a bubble; *t,, ; ‘ 


spSSH EES Ey 


hodge podge of bufinefsand money,and careyand 


Belgie pera Seca 


Ne and money and trouble. But itwe "ll takeno 


SESE TSHey aa 


care when the: weather a fair, nor will we © 
i) 


fue tite! E gee: 
nin EH 2 eligi | 


“and gg a to ee Angle isa ang leaga 


| 


ry Sir, this is: Mufick indeed , this 

'd my heart, and made me to remem- 

s in praife of Mafick, which I will 
you inftantly. : 


iraculous Rhetorick, that {peak’ft fenfe 
tatongue, excelling eloquencey 
at eafe might thy errors be excus’d 
thou as truly lov’d as th’art abus?d 2 

ugh dull fouls negleci,cx fome reprove thee, 
hate thee, *caufe the Angels love thee. 


And the repetition of thefe laft Ver- 
mutick have call’d to my memory what 
Waller (aLover of the Angle) fays of 
nd Mufick. 


ilft I liften to thy voice 

ovis) I feel my heart decay: 

That powerful voice, 

alls my fleeting Soul aways 

b! fuppre(s that magick found 

Which detreys without a wound, 

teace Cloris,peace,or fingingrdie, 
hat together youand I‘ * 

To Heaven may go : : 

For all we know 

hat the blefied do above 

that they fing, and that they love. 

\ 
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i Pife, 


< 
he 
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_ Verfes came feafonably,and we thank oe the 


: Part. 
_ Pife. Well remembred brother Pete, Fi 
S 


tily. Come,we will all joyn together, my a 
and all,and fing my Scholars Catch ovey 4 = ] 
and then each man drink the tother Cup an rh 
bed, and thank God we have a dry houfe oul 
Teak % 
"fc. Well now, good night to ever b 
MG Addiofiyt a 
Ven. And fo fay I. 
Cor. Good night to you all, and I thank yoy 
Pife. Good morrow brother Peter, and the 
like to you honeft Coridon: come, my Hoftes 
fays there is feven thillings to pay, iet’s cach 
man drink a pot for his mornings draught, and 
lay down his two thillings, that fo my Hofteg 
may not have occafion torepent her (lf of bes 
ing {fo diligent, and ufing us fo kindly. 
Pet. The motion is liked by every body,and 
fo Hoftefs, here’s your money 5 we Anglers are 
all beholding to you , it will not be long ere — 
Vil fe you again. And now brother Pifeator J 
with you and my brother your Scholar a fair _ 
day,and good fortune.Come Corédon this is our 
way, . 


CHAPIa 


Che Compleat Angler. 229 


CHAP. XVI. 


ch and Dace, & how to filh for them. 
And of Caddis, 


a 


. Good Mafter, aswe go now towards 
Loudon, be ftill fo courteous as to give 
einftructions, for I have feveral boxes 
emory, in which I will keep them all 
fe,there thall not one of them be loft. 
Well Scholar, that I will, and Iwill 
thing from you that I can remember, 
think may help you forward towards 
e¢tion in this Art; and becaufe we have fo 
htime, and Ihave faid fo little of Roach 
ce, 1 will give you fome directions con- 
them. 
efay the Roach is {o called, from Rutilus, 
h they fay, fignifies red fins: Heis a Fith 
reat reputation for his dainty tafte,and 
wn is accounted much better than any 
rpart of him. And you may take notice, 
asthe Carp is accounted theWater-Fox,for 
ing; fo the Roach is accounted the Wa- 
or his {implicity or foolifhnefs.It is no- 
t the Roach and Dace recover ftrength, 
ow infeafon in a fortnight after Spaw- 
ning, 
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ning, the Barbel and Chub in a month, the Tro 
in four months,and the Salmon in the like time 
if he gets intothe Sea, and after into freq, wal 
ter. ; 
_ Roaches be accounted much better in the Ri 
ver than in a Pond,though ponds ufually bre 2 
the biggeft. But there is a kind of baftard final] 
Roach that breeds in ponds with a very forked 
tail, and of a very {mall fize,;which fome fay jg 
bred by the Bream and_ right Roach, and fome 
Ponds are ftored with thefe beypnd belief; and 
Knowing-men that know their difference 
call them Ruds;they differ from the trueRogeh 
as much as a Herving from a Pilchard,and thefe 
baitard breed of Roach are now {catered jn 
many Rivers, but I think not in Thames,which 
I believe affords the largeft and fatteft in this 
Nation , efpecially below London-bridg : the 
Roach is a leather-mouth’d Fifhjand has a kind 
of faw-like teeth in his throat. And lafily let 
me tell you, the Roach makes an Angler excel- 
lent {port , efpecially the great Roaches about 
London, where I think there be the beft Roach 
Anglers,and I think the beft Trout-Anglers be 
in Derby-fhire, for the waters there are clear to 
an extremity. 
Next, let me tell you, you thall fith for this 
Roach in Winter with Pafte or Gentles,indpril 
with worms or Caddissin the very hot months — 
with little white {nails, or with flics undex-wa- 
e ter, 
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feldom takes them at the top,though 
ce will. In many of the hot months, 
s may alfo be caught thus : Take a May- 
Ani-flie,{ink him with a little lead to the 
near to the Piles or Pofts of a Bridg,or 
any pofts of a Weire, Y mean any deep 
here Roaches lie quietly, and then pull 
je up very leifurely, and ufually a Roach 
w your bait to the very top of the wa- 
gaze onit there, and run at it and take 
he flie fhould flie away from him. 
ve feen this done at Windfor and Henly. 
nd great ftore of Roach taken; and fome- 
‘Dace or Chub, and in Auguft you may 
x them with a Pafte. made only of the 
s of Bread which fhould be of pure fine 
et; and that pafte muft be fo tempered 
t your hands till it be both foft and 
too 5 avery little water,and time and la- 
dclean hands will make it a moft excel- 
fle: But when you fifh with it, you muft 
imall hook, a quick eye, and animble | 
he bait is loft and the fith too; (if one 
that which he never had) with this 
ou may,as I faid, take both the Roach 


matter of feeding, cunning, goodnefs, 
ually in fize. And therefore take this 
heral direction for fome other baits which 
Pconcern you to take notice of. They will 


e Dace or Dare, for they be muchof a 
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~ concerning which, take this direCtion, fo, 
very good. 


then put them into a Glafs that will hold q 


bite almoft at any flie, but efpecially at Antfiie, 
it j 

Take the blackith Aut-flie out of the Mole 
hillor Ant-hill, in which place you thail finj. 
them in the month of Fune, or if that be togil 
early in the year, then doubtlefsyou may fing 
them in July, Auguft, and mott of September 
gather them alive with both their wings, ang 


quart or a pottle; but firft put into the Glaf 
a handful or more of the moift, earth , out of © 
which you gather them, and asmuch of the 
roots of the grafs of the faid hillock, and then _ 
put in the flies gently, that they lofe not theirs 
Wings, lay a clod of earth overit,and then fo ma- 
ny as are put into the glafs without bruifing, 
will live therea month or more, and be always ~ 
in a readinefs for you to fith withs but if you 
would have them keep longer , then get any — 
great earthen pot, or barrel of three or four — 
gallons (which is better) then wath your bar- — 
rel with waterand honey ; and having put in- ~ 
to ita quantity of earth and grafs roots, then 
put in your flies, and cover it, and they will live 
a quarter of a year , thefe in any ftreamand 
clear water, are a-deadly bait for Roach or 
Dace, or for a Chub ; and your tule is, to fh 
not lefs thana handful from the bottom. 


I thall next tell you a winter bait for aka 
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Chub, and itis choicely good, A- 
allantide (and {fo till Froftcomes ) 
fee men ploughing up heath ground, — 
und, or green {wards, then follow 
h, and you fhall find‘a white worm as 
oMaggots,and i it hath a red head,(you 
ferve in what ground moftare, for there 
yws will be very watchful and follow 
gh very clofe) it is all foft, and 
whitifh guts ; a worm that is in Nor- 
_and fome other Counties called a Grub, 
red of the Spawn or Eggs of a Beetle, 
fhe leaves in holes that (he digs in the 
d under Cowor Horfe dung, and there 
all Winter, and in March or “April comes 
rftared , and then a black Beetle : ga 
thoufand or two of thefe,and put them 
peck or two of their own earth into fome 
firkin,and cover and keep them fo warm, 
froftor cold air, or winds kill them 
hefe you may keep all winter, and kill 
them at any time-and if you put fome 
into a little earth and honeya day before 
‘them, you will find them an excellent 
eam, Carp,or indeed tor almott any fithe 


all winter,which are a good bait then, 
ch the better for being lively and tough: 
may breed and keep Gentles thus: Take 
of Beaftsliver, and-witha crofs ftick , 

hang 


lafter this manner you may alfo keep. 
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Hang it in fome corner over a pot or bay 3 
full of dry clay, and as the Gentles oon Wiel 
they will fall into the barrel and fcowre th. 
felves, and be always ready for ufe whenfoe 
youincline tofith , and thefe Gentles ma a 
thus created till after Michaelmas.But if yoy de Z 
fire to keepGentles tofih with all the year.the: 
get a deadCat or a Kite and let rbe fly. blows 
and when the Gentles begin to be alive ang F 
ftir, then bury it and them in foft, moift earth, 
but as free frotn froftas you can,and thefe yoo 
" may dig up at any time when you intend to yg 
them, thefe will laft till March, and about tha 
time turn to be Flies. 
* But if you be nice to foul your Fingers 
(which good Anglers {eldom are jthen take this 
Bait: Get ahandful of well-made Malt, and — 
put it into a dith of water, and then wath and 
tub it betwixt your hands till you make it 
clean , and as free from husks as you can; then 
put that water from it , and put a fmall quan- 
tity of freth water toit, and fet it in fomething 
that is fit for that purpofe over the Fire,where 
itis not to boil apace, but leafurely and very 
foftly, until it become fomewhat foft, which — 
you may try by feeling it betwixt your Finger 
and Thumb, and when itis foft, then put 
‘your water trom it,and then take a fharpKnife, 
and turning the {prout end of the Corn up- 
‘ward, with thepoint of your Knife ee eo 
mee ack 


a 
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the husk off from it, and yet lea- 
nd of inward husk on theCornyor elfe 
and then cut off that {prouted end 
nalittle of it) that the ‘white may ap- 
d fo pull off the husk on thecloven fide 
rected you.) and then cutting off a very 
“the other end, that fo your hook may 
‘and if your hook be fmall and good, 

find this to be a very choiceBait either 
nter or Summer, you fometimes cafting 
of it into the place where your float 


to take the Roach and Dace,a good Bait 
young brood of Wafps or Bees,if you dip 
eads in’ blood ; efpecially good for 
if they be baked or hardned in their 
inan Oven, after the bread is taken out 
, or hardned ona Fire-fhovel 5 and fo al- 
¢ thick blood of Sheep, being half dried 
rencher,that fo you may cutit into fuch 
as may beft fit the fize of your hook, and 
falt keeps it from growing black, and 
it not the worfe but better: This is ta- 
be a choice Bait if rightly ordered. 
be feveral Oils of a {trong {mell that 
en told of, and to be» excellent to 
th to bite, of which I could fay much, © 
remember I once carried. a. {mall Bottle 
ir George Haftengs to Six Henry Wotton, 
were both chymical men)as a great Pre- 
R2 fent 
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ent; it wasfent, and receiv’d, and us’g yay 
gteat confidencesand yet upon enquiry lion 
it did not anfwer the expectation of Sir Ho’ 
which with the help of this and other circus! 
Atances,. makes me have little belief in fuch 
‘things as many men talk of : not. but that] 
think Fifhes both fmell and hear (as I haveey, 
preftin my former difcourfe)but there is a my_ 
fterious Knack, which (though it be much ¢4, 
fier than the Philofophers Stone, yet) is nota. 
tainable by common capacities , or elle lies 
locked up in the brain or breaft of fome chymj. 
cal man, that like the Rofi-erucians will not ye 
reveal it. But let meneverthelefs tell you, 
that Camphire put with mofs into you, 
‘worm-bag with your worms, makes them 

Cif many Anglers be not very much miftaken) 

a tempting bait, and the Angler more forty. 

nate. But I ftepped by chance into thisdif — 
courfe of Oiles and Fifhes {melling, and though — 
there mightbe more faid, both of it and of 

Baits for Roach and Dace, and other float Fith, 
yet I will forbear it at this time, and tell youin — 
the next place. how you are to prepare your — 
Tackling: concerning which I will for {port 
fake give you an old Rhime out of an old Fifhs 

book, which will prove a part and but a part 

of what you are to provides 


_ 


haw 
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d my Line,my Float and my Lead, » 
my Plummet ,my whetftone and knife, 
ket, my Baits both living and dead, 
t and my Meat, for that is the chief: 
mujt have Thred,& Hairs green and {mall, 
ine Angling. purfe,and fo-you have all, ; 


oumutft have all thefe Tackling, and 
oO many more, with which. if yon mean 
Fifher, you muft fiore 

rfelfand to that purpofe I SH ue 
o with you either to biped at fife 
argrave who dwells a- ty Ppoundmin the 
the Book-fellersin St. Mvetory of am 
Church-Yard, or to Angler. 
buStubs near to theSwan inGolding-lanes 
e both honeft men, and will fitan Aagler 
hat Tackling he lacks. 

at. Then,good Mafter,let it be at -—~ 
for he is neareft to my dwelling, and 
‘let’s meet there the ninth of May next, 
two of the clock, and 1°!] want nothing 
Fifher fhould be furnithed with. . 
¢ Well,and Ill not fail you God willing | 
time and place appointed. =) 
sat. 1 thank you, good Mafter, and ¥ will 
il you: and, good Mafter, tellme what 
more you remember, for it will not now 
ag ere we fhall be at Lottenbam-bigh-Croff, 
hen we come thither I will make you 
: R 3 fome 
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fome requitalof your ‘pains; by Tepeating 
choice a copy of Verfes; ‘as‘any we have hall 
fince we met together;and that isa PrOUd Wop 
for we have heard very good ‘ones. nd 
. Pife. Well, Scholar, and I thall be the 
right glad to hear thertsabd DWill as we wait 
tell you whatfoever comes in my mind, that 
‘think may be worth your hearing. Y6y ini 
make another choice Bait thus, Take hand. 
ful or two of the beft and biggeh Wheay 
you can. get, boil it in alittle milk ( like'ag 
Framity is boiled ) boi) it fo till it be fof 
and then fry it very leaforely with Honey and’ 
‘Hittle beaten Saffron diffolved in milk, and you 
willtind thisa.choice Bait, and good I think — 
‘for any Fith, efpeeially for Roach, Dace Chyp 
‘or Grayleng : Yknow. not but that it may bes 
good for a River-carp, and efpecially if the 
ground bé‘a little baited: with it. of 
And’ you-may alfo note, that the fpawnof 
‘moft Fith is’ very tempting bait, being alittle 
chardned ‘on a warm «Tile, and cut into fit 
peices. -' Nay, Mulberries and thofe Black-ber- 
ries, which grow upon Briers, be good. baits 
for Chubds or Carps, with thefe many have 
‘been taken in Ponds, and in fome Rivers where 
fuch Trees have grown’ near the water and the 
fruit cuftomarily dropt intoit, and there bea 
hundred ‘other ‘baits ‘more than‘ can be well 
‘ham’d, which, -by conftant baiting ‘the <__ 
ht laa cA will 
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ome a tempting bait for any Fih in it. 
re alfo to know, that there be divers 
Caddis,or Cafe-worms, that are to be 
‘this Nation in feveral diftiné Coun- 
d in feveral little Brooks that relate to 
Rivers; asnamely, one Cadis called a 
“whofe husk or cafe is apiece of reed a- 
n inch long or longer, and as big about 
compafs of a two pence» thefe worms 
kept three or four days in a woollen bag 
dat the bottom of it, and the bag wet 
cea day,will in three or four days turn to be 
w, and thefe bea choice bait for the Chub 
avender, or indeed for any great Fith,for it 
rge Bait. 
here isalfoa leffer Cadis-worms. called a 
“fur, being in fathion like the {pur of a 
, tharp at one end, and the cafe or houfe 
hich this dwells is made of {mall husks,and 
I, and flime,moft curioufly made of thefe, 
fo as to be vvondred at,but not to be made 
an no more than a King-fifvers neft can, 
hich is made of little Fithes bones, and have 
‘a Geometrical inter-weaving and con- 
on, as the like is not to be done by the art 
an: This kind of Cadis is achoice bait for 
float-Fifh, it is much lefs than the Péperz 
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__ Thereis alfo another Cadis,called by fome. 
Straw-worm, and by fome a Ruff-coat, vvhofe 
houfe or cafe is made of little picces of benfet 
and rufhes, and firaws, and vvater-weeds, 
I know not vvhat, vvhich are fo knit together 
vvith condenfed flime, that they ftick about heen 
husk or café, not unlike the briftles of a Hed; 
bog, thefe three Cadis*s are commonly taken 
In the beginning of Summer, and are good jn 
deed'to take any kind of fith vvith float or gs 
therwife.I might tel! you of many more, which 
as thefe do early, fo thofe have their time alfy 
ofturning to be flies later in Sammer 3 but | 
~ ‘Might lofe my {elf and tire you by fuch a dit 
courfe, I fhall therefore but remember you; 
that to know thefe, and their {everal kinds, 
and to what flies every particular Cadis turns. 
and thenhow to ufe'them firltas they be Cadis, 
and after as they beflies, isanart,and an art that 
every one that profeffes to be an Angler has not _ 
leifitre to fearch after, and if he had is not cas 

pable of learning. = a 
’ Pie tell you, Scholar, feveral Countries have 
feveral kinds of Caddis*s , that indeed differ as 
much as dogs'do: That is to fay, as much as 
a very Cur and aGreybound do, Thefe be ulu- 
ally bred inthe very little rills or ditches that 
sun into bigger Rivers, and I think a more pro- 

per bait for thofe very Rivers,than any other. { 
know not how or of what this Gadis 7 
i BY os ty aN ife; 
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yvhat coloured flie, it turns to 3 but 
;. they are the death of many Tronts, 
one killing way. 
‘one (or more if need be) of thefe large 
Gadis, pull off his head,and with it pull 
plack gut,put the body (as little bruifed 
ffible) ona very little hook, armed on 
aked hair (which will fhew like the Ca- 
and avery little thin lead,fo put upon 
k of the hook that it may fink’ prefent- 
row this bait thus ordere@ (which will 
very yellow ) into any great ftill hole 
a Trout. is, and he will prefently ven- 
his life for it, *tisnot to be doubted if 
be not aa 3 and that the bait firft touch 
ater,before the line; and this will do beft 
ic deepelt ftilleft water. 

t let me tell you,I have been much plea 
walk quietly by a Brook with a little flick 
hand, with which 1 might eafily take 
d confider the curiofity of. their com- 
and if you'fhall ever like todo fo, then 
that your ftick mutt bea little Hafel or 
llow cleft, or have a nick at one end of it,by 
ich means you may with eafe take many of 
nthat nick out of the water, before you 
ay occafion to uf them. Thefe,my honeft 
, are fome obfervations told to you as 
ow come fuddenly into my memory, of 
ou may make fome ufe: but for the 

practical 


» itis diligence,and obfervation,and praQj- 
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practical part, it is that,that makes an Angler. 
an ambition to be the beftin the Art thar pau | 
do it: I will tell you, Scholar, I once heard one 

fay, TL envy not bim that eats better meat th aa 
do, nor him that is vicher, or that wears bette 
clothes than Ido. I envy-no body but him, ain 
bim only,that catches more fith than-I do. An 

fuch a man is like to. prove an Angler, and this 
noble emulation I with to youand all young 
Anglers. ; 


CHAP, XVIII. 


Of the Minnow or Penk, of the Loach and 
of tbe Bull-head, or Millers-thumb, 


T)25C. There be alfo threeor four other — 
$ little fith that I had almoft forgot,that are 
all without {cales, and may for excellency of 
Meat becompared toany fith of greateft value, 
and largeft fize. They be ufually fullof eggs 
or {pawn all the months of Summer 5 for they 
breed often, as°tis obferved mice and many of 
the {maller four-footed Creatures of the earth 
do; andas thofe,fo thefecome quickly to ne 
u 


18, Che Compleat Angler. 243 
owth and perfection. And it is needful 
ey breed both often and numeroufly, for 
(befides other accidents of ruine bath a 
nd baits for.other fifh. And firft,1 thal 
u of the Minnow or Penk, 
‘Minnow hath, when he is in perfee& 
ind not fick .( which is only prefently 
r {pawning)a kind of dappled or waved co- 
t, like to a Panther,on his fides, inclining to 
reenifh and skic-colour,his belly being milk- 
white, and his back almoft black or blackifh. 
isa fharp biter at a fmall worm, and in hot 
weather makes excellent fport for young An- 
or boys, or women: that love that Re- 
on, and in the {pring they make of them 
lent Minnow-Tanfies, for being wathed 
Jin falt, and their heads and tailscut off, 
heir guts taken out , - and not waht after, 
y prove excellent for that ufe, that is,being, 
ed with yolks of eggs, the flowers of Cowllips, 
of Primrofes,and a little Tanfie, thus us’d 
make a dainty difh of meat. a 
Loach is, as Itold you , a moft dainty 
e breeds and feeds in little and clear fwift 
or rills 5 and lives there upon the gra- 
and inthe fharpeft ftreams + He grows not 
be above a finger-long, and no thicker than 
ble to that length. This LOACH,  ~ 


244 The Compleat Angler. Pare 


| 


isnot unlike the thape of the Eel: He has a 
beard or wattels like a Barbel. He has two fins 
at his fides, four at his belly and one at his tail; 
he is dapled with many black ox brown {pots. 
his mouth is Barbel-likeunder his nofe. This 
Fifth is ufually fullof eggs or fpawn, and is by 
Gefner and other learned Phyficians commen. 
ded for great nourifhment,and to be very grate. 
ful both to the palate and ftomach of fick pers 
fons , he isto be fithed for with a very {mall 
worm at the bottom,for he very {eldom or ne- 
ver rifes above the Gravel,on which I told you 
he ufually gets his Living. 
The Millers-thumb or Bull-bead,is a Fith of 
no pleafing fhape. He is by Gefner compared to 
the Sea-toad-fifh, for his fimilitude and {hape.It 
has a head big and flat, much greater than fir 
table to his Body 5 a mouth very wide and ufu- 
ally gaping. He is without teeth , but his lips 
are 
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ryrough, much like to a Flie. He hath 
Fins near to his gills, which be roundifh 
refted , two Fins alfo under the Belly,two 
back, one below the Vent , and the Rin 
tailisround. Nature hath painted the 

“this Fith with whitifh,blackifh,brownifh 
They be ufually full of eggs or fpawn all 
mmer (1 mean the Females) and thofe 
well their Vents almoft into the form of a 
They begin to fpawn about April,and( as 
you) {pawn feveral months in the Sum- 
‘and in the winter the Minnow, and 

and Bull-head dwell in the mud 
Eel doth,or we know not where:no more 
e know where theCuckow andSwallow, 
other half year birds (which firft appear 
sin April {pend their fix cold winter me- 
‘months, This Bu/l-bead 
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does ufaally:dwell‘and hide himfelf in holes o. 
amongft ftones in clear water 5 and in very hal 
daies will lie a ‘long time very fill, 4 be 
fun himfelf: , - and will be cafie to be feen y on 
any flat ftone, or any gravel, at which time ¥ 
will fuffer an Angler to put’a hook baiteg with 
afmall worm:very near unto his very moyh 
and he never refufes tobite, nor indeed to be 
caught with the worltof Anglers. Mazrhin, 
dus commends him much more for his tafte 
and nourifhment, than for his fhape or beaye _ 


. There is-alfo a little Fith called a Sticklebag, 
a\Fith without fcales, but hath his body fenc'g 
with feveral prickles. I know not’ where he _ 
dwells in winter, noe what he is good for jp 
former," but only to make fport for boys ang 
women-Anglers,and to feed other Fith that be 
Fith of prey, as Trouts in particular, who will 
bite at himas at a Penk,and better,if your hook 
be rightly baited with him, for he may befo 
baited,as his tail turning like the fail ofa wind- 
mill will make him turn more quick than any 
Penk or Adinnow can, For note, that the nim- 
ble turning of that. or the Minnow is the perie- 
Ction of Mixnow-Fifhing. To which end, if 
you put your hook intohis mouth, and out at 
his tail, and then having firft tied him with © 
white thred a little above his tail, and placed © 
hiftvafter fuch a manner on your hook as a 3 

IKE 
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urn, then fow up his mouth to your 
he is liketo turn quick, and tempt a- 
but if he donot turn quick, then 
tail. a little more or lefs towards the 
, Or towards the fide of the hook, or 
e Minnow or Sticklebag a little more 
d or more {trait on your hook, until it 
both true and fafts and then doube 
tempt any great Trows that lies in a 
m. And the Loach that I told you 
do the like : no bait is more tempting, 
jded the Loach be not too big. | 
nd now Scholar, with the help of this fim: 
jing,and your patient attention,1 have faid 
zat my prefent memory will afford me con- 
moft of the feveral Fith that are ufual- 
for in fre(h waters. : \ 
at. But Mafter, you have by your former 
made me hope that you will make good 
romife, and fay fomething of the feve- 
ers that be of moft note in this Nation; 
of Fifh-ponds,and the ordering of them, 
it I pray good Mafter, for I love any 
rfe of Rivers, and Fith and fifhing, the 
pent in {uch difcourfe paffes away very 
tly. i 
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i oak 3 ace a 
| OF: feveral Rivers, and fome Obferygs; 
oe ae “—_ 


JY) We. Well Scholar, fince the ways and Wea. 
ther do both favour us,and that we yet fee 
not Tottenbam-Crofs, you hall fee my willin 
nefs to fatistie your defire. And firft, for ‘the 
iRivers of this Nation, there be (as you ma } 
mote out of Doctor Heylins Geography.and gu 
thers) in number 32 5, but thofe of chiefett note _ 
che reckons and defcribes as followeth. 
Fhe chief is Thamifis, compounded of two 
_ Rivers,Zbame and Ifis 3 whereof the former rie 
fing fomewhat beyond Thame in Buckingham. 
fbire,and the later in Cyrencelter in Gloceftere 
fire meet together about Dorcelter in Oxford — 
| (bire,the iffue of which happy: conjunction is” 
~ the Lhamifis or Thames Hence it flyeth betwixt — 
| Berks,Buckingham-hire,Middlefex, Surry,Kent, 
and Effex, and fo weddeth himfelf to the Ken-— 
tith’ Medmzay in the very jaws’of the Occansthis 
glorious River feeleth the violence and beneht 
of the Sea more than any River in Ewrope, che 
bing and flowing twice a day, more than {xty” 
miles: -about whofe banks are fo many fait” 
-‘Towns,and Princely Palaces that a German Poe” 
et thus truly {pake : Jot 


ao 
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y fo many Woods and Princely bowers, 
jclds,brave Palaces,and ftately Towers, 
y Gardens dveft with curious care, . 
thames with royal Tyber may compare. 


he fecond River of note, is Sabrina ot 
it hath its beginning in P/inilemmon- 
Mont-gomery-(hire, and his end feven 
m Briftol, wathing in the mean fpace 
lis of Shrewsbury,W orcefter,and Glocefter 
vers other places and palaces of note. 
vent fo called for thirty kind of Fithes 
re found in it,or for that it receiveth thir- 
ser Rivers, who having his fountain in 
dbire,and gliding through theCountries 
ngham,Lincoln, Leicefter, and York aug- 
the turbulent current of Humber, the 
lent fircam of all the fle. This Ham- 
yt, to fay truth,a diftiné River, having 
g head of hisown, but it is xathex the” 
h or Exjtorium of divers Rivers here con- 
and meeting together 5 namely, yourDor- 
and efpecially of Oufé and Trent 5 and (as 
lahow, having received into its channel,the 
Dravus, Savus, Tibifnus, and divers o- | 
ichangeth his name into this of Hambe- 


, as the old Geographers call it. 
$ 4. Med- 


RON titel ‘ 4 <p " 
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4. Medway,a Kentifh River,famous fo, han 
bouring the Royal Navy. ae 
5-Iweed,the north-eaft bound of Englayg 
whofe northern banks is feated the firon 22 
impregnable Townof Barwick. Sand | 
6. Tine, famous for Newcaftle,and her ine 
hauftible Coal-pits. Thefe and the reft of a 
cipal note, are thus comprehended jn oneal 
Mr. Draytous Sonnets. - " 


The floods queen, Thames, for flips and firay, ; 
And ftatelySevern for ber fhoreis prais'd,(crowpyg 
The Chryftal Trent for fords and fifh renown? 
And Avons fame to Albions cliffs is raise? 
Carlegion Chefter vauntsher holy Dee,” 
York many wonders of ber Oufe can tell, 
The Peak ber Dove, whofe banks fo fertile be, 
And Kent will fay ber Medway doth excell, 
Cotfwool commends her Mis to the Tame, 
Our Northern orders boaft of Tweeds fair flood, 
Our Weftern parts extoll their Willies fame, 
And the old Lea brags of the Danith blood, 
Thefe Obfervations are out of learned Dr. 
Heylin , and my old deceafed friend Michael 
Drayton 5 ‘and becaufe you fay, you love fuch 
difcourfes as thefe of rivers and fifh. and firing, 
I love you the better,and love the more to im- 
part them to you: neverthelefs, Scholar, if I 
__ fhould begin but to name the feveral forts of 
NG firange — 
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Fith thatare ufually taken in many of 
ivers that run into the Sea, I might be. 

er in you, or unbelief, or both 5 and 
ill venture to tell you areal truth con- 
ng one lately diffe@ed by Dr. Wharton, a 
4 great learning and experience, and of 
freedom to communicate it} one thae 
‘me and my Art, one to whom I have 
beholding for many of the choiceft obfer- 
ns that k have imparted to you. This good 
an, that dares do any thing rather than tell 
juntruth, did (I fay) tell me, he lately dif- 

done ftrange fifth and he thus. defcribed it 


¢ Fih was almoft a yard broad, and twice 
length, bis mouth wide enough to recetve or 
into it the head of aman, bis (tomach fever 
the inches broad: he is of a,flow motion,and 
lly lyes or lurks clofe in the mud, and bas @ 
able (tring on bis bead about a {pan, or near 
a quarter of a yard long, bythe moving of 
b (whichis his natural bait) ben be The 
and unfeen inthe mud,be d-aws other fmal- 
fh fo clofeto bim that he can fuck them into 
outh,and fo devours and digefts then. 


ind Scholar, do not wonder at this, for bes 
the credit of the Relator,you are to note, 
of thefe, and Fithes which are of the 
S2 like 
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like and more unufual fhapes,are very oftent a 
ken on the mouths of our Sea-Rivers, ang” 

the Sea-fhore; and this will be no wonder ta 
ny thathave travelled Egypt, where’tis know. 
the famous River Nils does not only breeg Fula 
fhes that yet want names, but by the overflows 
ing of that River and the help of the Suns heap 
onthe fat flime which that River leaves on the 
Banks ( when it falls back into its natural chan. 
nel) fach ftrange fifth and beafts are alfo breg 
that no man can give a name to, as Grotins (jn 
his Sopbam ) and others have obferved, 
But whither am I ftraid in this difcourfe? y 
willend it by telling you, that at the month of 
fome of thefe Rivers of ours, Herrings are {9 
plentiful, as namely, near to Yarmouth in Nora 
folk, and in the Weft-Country, Pilchers {0 ve. 
‘ty plentiful , as you will wonder toread what 
our learned Cambden relates of them in his 
Britannia,p.178,186. 
Well, Scholar, I will top here, and tell you 
what by reading and conference I have obfer- 
ved concerning Fifh-ponds. 


pres 
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CH AP, X%, 
filb-powds, and how to order them. 


OGor Lebault the learned French man, 
in his large difcourfe of Mafon Ru- 
flique, gives this direction for making 
of Fifb-ponds, \ hall refer you to him 
it at large, but! think 1 fhall contract 
nd yet makejit as ufeful. 

eadvifeth, that when you have dreined the 
nd, and made the earth firm where the 
‘of the Pond muft be, that you inuft then 
place drive in two or three rows of Oak 
ePiles, which fhould be {corcht in the 
or half burnt before they be driven into 
th, (for being thus ufed it preferves them ~ 
chlonger from rotting, and having done fo, 
gots or Bavins of fmaller wood betwixt 
and then earth betwixt and above them, 
hen having firft very well rammed them 
[the earth, ufe another pile in like manner 
he firit were : and note that the fecond pile 
be of or about the height that you intend 
ake your Sluce or Flood-gate, or the vent 
t you intend fhall convey the overflowings 
your Pond inany flood that thall endanger 


aking of the Pond dam. 
§. 3 Then 
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Then he advifes that you plant Willows on 
Owlers about it,or both,and then caft in Baving _ 
in fome places not far from the fide, and jn the 
moft fandy p!aces,for Fith both to fpawn Upon, 
and to defend them and the young Frie fro? 
the many Fith, and alfo from Vermin that lie at 
watch to deftroy them, efpecially the fpawn of 
the Garp and Tench, when’tis left to the me 
of ducks or Vermin. “ 
He and Dubravius and all others advife, that 
you make choice of fuch a place for your Pond 
that it may be refretht with alittle rill or with 
xain water running or falling into its by which 
Fith are more inclined both to breed , and are 
alfo refrefht and fed the better, and do Prove to 
be of a much {weeter and more pleafant tafte, 
To which end it is obferved;that fuch Pools : 
as be large and have moft gravel , and thallows : 


Tey 
v. 


where fis may {port themfélves do afford Fith 
of the pureft tafte. And note, that in all Pools 
it is beft for nth to have fome retiring, place, as 
namely hollow banks, or fhelves , or roots of 
trecs to keep them trom dangerjand when they 
think fit trom the extream heat of Summer 3 as 
alfo, trom the extremity of cold in Winter. 
And note, that if many trees be growing about 
your Pond, the leaves thereof falling into the 
water, make it nauleous to the Fith, and the 
Fith to be foto the cater of it. a 
ey Tis 


a 
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noted that the Tesch and Eel love mud, 
, Carp loves gravelly ground, and in the 
onths to feed on grafs: You are to 
your Pond, if you intend either profit or 
e, once every three or four Years, (efpe- 
me Ponds) and then let it lye dry fix 
welve months , both to kill the water- 
4s,as Water-lillies,Candocks, Reate and Bull-. 
ss that breed there and alfo that as thefe 
for want of water , fo grafs may grow in 
he Ponds bottom, which Carps will eat gree- 
iy in all the hot months if- the Pond be clean, 
Jetting your Pond dry and fowing Oats in 
bottom is alfo good , for the fith feed the 
and being fometime let dry,you may ob- 
e what kind of Fifh either increafes or 
es beft in that watersfor they differ much 
1 in their breeding and feeding. 
Lebaylt alfo advifes , that if your Ponds be 
very large and roomy, that you often feed 
rfith by throwing into them chippings of 
ad, Curds, Grains, or the entrails of Chic- 
r of any fowl! or beaft that you kill to feed 
elves 5 for thefe afford Fifh a great re- 
He fays that Frogs and Ducks do much 
, and devour both the Spawn and the 
ang Fric of all Fith, efpecially of the Carp. 
have,befides experience , many teftimo- 
sofit, But Lebault allows Water-frogs to 
‘good meat, efpecially in fome Months, if 
i 8 4 they 
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they be fat : but you are to note, that he 
French-man, and we Englifh will hardly beli ; 
him, though we know frogs are ufually ball 
. ° . Cen 
in his Country : however he advifes to deRrou 
them and King-fifhers out of your ponds 5 and 
he advifes; not tofuffer much fhooting at wild 

fowl, for that (he fays) affrightens, and harms 
and deftroys the Fith. } 
_ Note,thatCarps and Tench thrive and breed 
beft when no other fih is put with them into 
the fame Pond 5 for all other fith devour theip 
{pawn, or at Jeaft the greateft part of it, And 
_ Note, that clods of grafs thrown into anyP ond 
feed any Carps in Summer: and that garden 
earth and parfley thrown intoa Pond,recovers — 
and retre(hes the fick fifh. And note, that when 
you tore your pond , you are to put into it two 
or three Melters for one Spawrier, if you put 
them into breeding Pond: but if into a nur(e- 
pond,or feeding pond, in which they will not 
breed,then ne care is to be taken,whether there 
be moft Male or Female Carps. 
It is obferved, that the beft ponds to breed 
Carps are thofe that be ftony or fandy, andare © 
warm, and free from wind, and that are not 
deep,but have willow trees and graf$ on theit 
fides, over which the water does fometimes 
flow: and note, that Carps do more ufually 
breed in marle pits,or pits that have clean clay 
bottoms, or in new ponds,or ponds that lie dry 
a 
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feafon,than in old ponds,that be fullof 
eeds. a TER ih dah 
Scholar,1 have told you the fubftance of 
ther obfervation or difcourfe, or a dili- 
nvey of Dubravius and Lebault hath told 
t that they im their long difcourfes have 
more , but the moit of the reft are fo 
son obfervations, as if a manthould tell a 
rithmetician, that twice two, is four. T 
herefore put an end to this difcourfe, and 
ill here fit down and reft us. 


CHAP, XXL 


ections for making of a Line,and for the 
colouring of both Rod and Line. 


. Well, Scholar, I have held you too 
ng about thefe Cadis and {maller fifbjand 

and Fih-ponds , and my fpirits are 
fpent , and fo I doubt is your patiences 
eing we are now almoft at Tottenham, 
I firft met you, and where we are. to 
L will lofe no time, but give you a little 
ions how to make and order your Lines, 
colour the hair of which you make your 
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Lines, 
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Lines, for that is very needful to be known 
an Angler, and alfo how to paint your Rod: e . 
fpecially your top, fora right grown to is he 
choice Commodity , and fhould be Preferved i 
from the water foaking into it, which makes; 
in wet weather to be heavy, and fith ill fan 
vouredly,and not true, and alfo it rots quick. 
ly for want of painting : andI think a 800d top 
is worth preferving,or I had not taken Care to 
keep a top above twenty years, 
But firft for your line, 
Firft, note, That you are to take care » thag 
your hair be round and clear, and free from 
galls or {cabs, or frets3 for a well-chofen, eyen 
clear, round hair, of a kind of glals-colour 
will prove as ftrong as three uneven, fcabby 
hairs, that are ill chofen, and full of galls op 
unevennefs. You fhall feldom finda black hair 
but itis round, but many white are flat and 
Uneven » therefore if you get a lock of right , 
round, clear, glafs-colour hair make much of 
And for making your Line,obferve this rule, 
Firft,let_ your hair be clean wafht ’ere you go 
about to twiftit: and then chufe not only the 
cleareft hair for it, but hairs that be of an equal. 
bignefs, for fuch doufually ftretch all together, 
and break altogether, which hairs of an une- 
qual bignefs never do,but break fingly , and {9 
deceive the Angler that trufts to them. ’ 
iv, When 
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you have twifted your links,lay them ~ 
ra quarter of an hour, at Jeaft, and 
them over again before you tie them 
jne: for thofe that do not fo, thall ufa- 
eirLine to. have a hair or two thrink, 
orter than the reft at the firft fifhing 
t whichis fo much of the ftrength of 
ne loft for want of firft watering it, and 
e-twilting it ; and this is moft viliblein 
hair line, one of thofe which hath al- 
4 black hair in the middle. 


nd for dying of your hairs do it thus : 
ke a pint of ftrong Ale, half a pound of 
dalittle quantity of the juice of Walnut- 
ves, and an equal quantity of Allom, 
fe together intoa pot, pan, or pipkin, 
them half an hour,and having fo done, 
ol, and being cold, put your hair into 
here let it lies it will turn your hair to 
ind of water or glafs colour, or greenith, 
longer you let it lie, the deeper colou- 
ill be; you might be taught to make 
other colours, but it is to little purpofe 5 
briefs the water-colour, or glafs-colou- 
ris the molt choice and mott ufeful for 
igler, but let it not be too green. 


But if you defire to colour hair Breenersth 
do it thus: Take a quart of {mall Ale, half» 
pound of Allom, then put thefe into a panel 
Pipkin and your hair into it with them hen 
put itupon afire, and let it boil foftly for pm 
an hour, and then take out your hair,ang ea 

dry, and having fo done, then take a Pottle of 
water, and put into it two handful of Mary _ 
golds, and cover it with a tile ( or what a 
think fit ) and fet it again on the Fire, where 
it is to boil again foftly for half an hour, about | 
which time the {Cum will turn yellow,then ut 
into it half a pound of Copperas beaten fal], 
and withit the hair that you intend to coloy,, 
then let the hair be boiled foftly till half the yz” 
quot be wafted, and then let it cool three or foyy 
hours with your hair in it : and you are to oh. 
ferve, that the more Copperas you put into it, 
the greener it will be, but doubtlefs the pale 
green is beft; But if youdefire yellow hain, 
(whichis only good when the weeds rot) then 
putin the more Mary-golds, and abate moftof 
the Copperas, or Icave it quite out, and takea- 
little Verdigreafe inftcad ot it. a 

This for colouring your hair. And as for 
painting your Rod, which muft be in Oil, you 
mutt firft make a {ize with glue and water,boil- 
ed together, untill the glue be diffolved, and 
the fize of a Lie-colour; then firike your fize 
upon the wood with a Brifile, ora Bruth, ot” 

‘ Pencil, ] 
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whilft it is hot: that being quite dry, 
ite Lead, and alittle red Lead, ard a 
Je-black , fo much as altogether will 
‘ath-colour ; grind thefe all together 
infeed Oil, let it bethick, and lay it 
on the wood with’a Bruth or Penfil,this 
the ground of anycolour to lie upon 


For a Green 


ake Pink and Verdigreece,and grind them 
her in Linfeed Oil, as thin as you can 
ind it, then lay it {moothly on with 
ruth, and drive it thins once doing for 
ft part will ferve, if-you lay it wells and 
ice befure your firft colour be throughly dry, 
¢ you lay on a fecond. : 

Zell Scholar ; having now taught you to paint 
Rod: and, we having fill amile to Tot- 
High-Crofs,] will, as we walk towards 
the cool fhade of this fweet Hony-fuckle- 
ls, mention to you fome of the thoughts and 
at have pofjet my Soul fince we two met 
r, And, thefe thoughts fhall be told you, 
alfo may joyn with me in thankfulnefs 
giver of every good and perfeti gift for our 
eff. And, that our prefent bappine/s may 
to be the greater, and we the more thank- 
t: Iwill beg you to confider with me,bow 
do, even at this very time, lie under the 
torment 
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torment of the Stone, the Gout, and Tn. 
ache; aud, this we are free from, : And, ote 
mifery that I mifS isa new mercy, and ike a 
Sore let us be thankful. There have been Foal 
we met, others, that have met difafers of ba 
ken Limbs, fome have been blafted, others Thiel 
der-ftrucken and we have been freed from thee 
and all thofe many other miferies that threate 
bumaue nature: let us therefore rejoice and pe 
thankful. Nay, whichis a far Zreater mere 
we are free from the unfupportable burthen of an 
accufing, tormenting Con(cience: a mifery thas 
none can bear, and therefore let us praife bin 
for bis-preventing grace and Say, every mife. 
ry that I mifs, is a new mercy: Nay, let me 
tell you there be many that have forty times oup 
Ejtates, that would give the greate(t part of iz 
20 be healthful and chearful like us, who with 
the expence of a little mony have eat, and 
drank, and langht, and Angled, and Sung, 
and flept fecurely : and rofé next day, and calt 
away care, and fung, and laught, and Angled 
agzin: which are blefings, rich men canna 
purchafe with all their money. Let me tell you 
Scholar: Ihave a rich Neighbour, that is ale 
ways fo bufie, that he ba no leafare to laughs 
the whole bufinefs of his life, is to get money, 
awd more money, that be may (till get more and 
more moneys he is till dradging on, and [ays,. 
| that Solomon fays, the diligent hand maketh ~ 


“a 
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nd’tis true indeed, but be coufiders not, 
is not in the power of riches to make aman 
for, it was wifely faid by aman of great 
vation, that there be as many miferies be- 
‘riches, as on this fide them: and yee 
deliver us from pinching poverty and grant, 
ving a competency, we may be content and 
bful. Let not us repine, or fo much as 
the gifts of God unequally dealt, if we 
ther abound with riches, when as God 
ys, the cares that are the keys that keep thofe 
5, hang often fo heavily at the rich mans 
that they clog him with weary days and 
fz nights, even when otbers fleep quietly, 
fee bat the onifide of the rich mans bappi- 
; few confider bim tobe li ke theSilk-worm, 
when jhe feems to play, is at the very fame 
pinning ber own bowels, and confuming 
gif, And this many rich men do 4 loading 
ifelves with corroding cares, to keep what 
Dave ( probably ) unconfeionably got. Let 
erefore be thankful for bealth and acompe- 
ie, and above all, for 2 quiet Confcience, 
et me tell you, Scholar,that Diogenes walked 
day with bis friend to fee a Country Fair ; 
re be faw, Ribbins, 2d Looking-glaffes, 
Nut-crackers,and Fiddles,endHobbyhorfes, 
many other gim-cracks, and having obfer’d 
and,all the other finnimbruns that, make 
leat CountryFair: He {aid to his friend, . 
Lord! 
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Lord! How many’ things are there jn yp, 
world. of which Diogenes hath no need, 
And truly, it is fo, or might be fo, with y 
many who vex, and toyl themfelves, to get wha 
they have no need of. Can any man charge Gog 
that he hath not given him enough to make hj. 
life bappy 2? no doubtlefs : for, nature is cou _ 
with a little: and yet, you foall hardly mog 
witha man, that complains not of fome way, 
though be indeed wants nothing but his wip 
it may be,nothing but bis will of bis poor Neigh, 
bour, for not worfhipping, or not flattering bing 
and thas, when we might be happy and quien 
we createtrouble to our felves. I bave heard of 
of a man, that was angry with himfelf becaufe 
be was no taller, and of a Woman, that bro 
ber Looking-glafs becaufe it would not flew hep 
face to be aw young and bandfom as her nemp 
Neighbours was. And, I knew anather,to whom 
God bad given health, and plenty, but, a Wife 
that nature had made peevifh,and, ber Husbands 
riches bad made Purfe-proud, and mujt becaufe 
(he wa rich ( and for no other vertue ) fit in 
the highe Pew in the Church: which being dea 
nied hers fhe engagd ber Husband into ° a cone 
tention for it, and at lat, into 2 Law-fuit with 
a dogged Neighbour, who was as rich ws he, and, 
had aWife as peevifh andPurxfe-proud as the others 
and this Law fuit, begot higher oppofitions, and 
attionable words, and more venations,and ia 
ij wuss 


Cnt 
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u mult remember that both i rich, 
therefore bave their wills, Well, this 
“Parfe-proud Law-fuit lafted during 
of the firft Husband: after which 
pvext, and chid, and chid and vext, till 
chid and vert berfelf into her grave, and 
ealth of thefe poor rich people was curt 
ifoment , becaufe they wanted meck, 
ankful belies » for thofe only can make us 
knew 2 man that bad bealth and riches, - 
al boufes all bedutiful'and ready fur~ 
nd would often trouble bimfelf aud Fas 
be removing from one boufé to anothers 
asked by afriend,why be remov'd fo of= 
mone boufe to another? replyed, it was 
content infome one of them: but, bis 
knowing bis temper,told bim, if be would 
tent in any of bis boufes ? be muft leave 
ebind bim , for, content will never 
but in a meek and quiet foul. And this 
pear if weread and confider what our Sao 
ays in St.Matthews Gofpel: for be there 
Bleffed be the merciful for they 
btain mercy. ———~ Bleffed be the pure 
t; for they thall fee God: —— Bleffed 
or inSpirit 5 for theirs is the King- 
f Heaven. And —— blefled be the meeks 
y fhall poffefs the earth.—— mot tbat 
s fhall not alfo obtain mercy, and fee God, 
‘comforted , vse at laft come to the Kings 
on 


he only )poffelfes the earth as be goes toward 4, 


dom of Heaven but in the mean time he ang. 


Kingdom of Heaven, by being bumble and ¢ 
ful, and content with what his good God has , | 

dotted him: he has no turbulent, repining, vey, 
tious thoughts that he deferves better: nor is veal 
when. be fees otbers pofteft of more honour oy ma 
riches than bis wifeGod has allotted for bis hand 
but he polfeffes what be bas with a meek and 
contented quietness fuch a quietnels as makes 
his very dreams pleafing both to God and bin. 
Self. 

My boneft Scholar,all this is told to incling 
you to thankfulne/s 5 and to incline you the more 
let metell you, that though the Prophet David 
was guilty of Murder and Adultery, and many 
other of the moft deadly fins 5 yet be was faid to 
bea man after Gods own heart, becaufe be g- 
bounded more with thankfulne[s than any other 
thatis mentioned inboly Scripture , as may ap. 
pear in bis book of Pfalms , where there is fuch 
a Commixture of bis confeffing of bis fins and — 
unworthinels, and fuch thankfulnefs for Gods 

ardon and mercies as did make bim to be accoune 
ted even by God bimfelf,to be a man after hisown — 
heart , and let us in that, labour to be as like 
him as we can; let not the blefings we receive dai- 
ly fromGod,make us not to value,or not praife bim 
becaufe they be commonslet not us forget to praife 


bim for the innocent mirth and pleafure we have 
c met 


heen 
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ith fince we met together, what would a 
mangiveto fee the pleafant Rivers and 
sand flowers and fountains , that we 
wet with fince we met together ? I have 
told, sbat if a man that was born blind 
obtain to have his fight for but only one 
during bis whole life, andfhould at the firft 
ng of bis eyes, fix bis fight upon the Sun 
was in bis full glory, either at the rifing 
ig of it 5 be would be fo tranfported, and 
|, and fo admire the glory of it, that be 
not willingly turn bis eyes from that 
avifbing object, to bebold all the other va- 
s beauties this world could prefent to him. 
id this, and many other like blefings we enjoy 
3 and fir moft of them, becaufe they be fo 
on , moft men forget to pay their praifes 
t let not us, becaufe it is a Sacrifice fo 
rafing to him that made that Sun, and us, and 
protecis us, and gives us flowers and foow- 
‘and flomachs and meat and content and lea= 
re to go 2 fifbiug. 

ell Scholar, I have almoft tir’d my felf, and 
fear more than almoft tir'd you: but I now 
ottenham High-Crofs, and our (hort walk 
er fhall put a period to my too long difcourfe, 
ich, my meaning was, and is, to plant 
in your mind, with which I labour to poffefs 


. And, to that end> Thave herd you, 
: Hee thas 


mit Soul: that is; a meek and thankful | 
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that riches without them, do not make any m a 
happy. But let me tell you, that riches wish 
them remove many fears,and cares, and therefong 
my, adviee is, that you endeavour to be honeg| 
rich 3 or,contentedly poor : but, be Sare,thas 
your riches be juftly got, or you fpoil all. Foy 
it is well faid by Cauffin, he that lofes his Con, 
{cience,has nothing left that is worth keeping 
Therefore be fare you look to that. And, in 
the next place, look to your health: andif you 
have it praife God, and value it next to a good 
Confeience 5 for, bealth is the fecond bleffiing 
that we Mortals are capable of : a bleffing, that 
mony cannot buy, and therefore value it, and be 
thankful for it. As for money ( which may be 
Said to be the third blefing ) neglettit not : but 
note, that thereis no necefity of being rich: for 
Ttold you, there be as many miferies beyond 
riches as on this fide them: aud, if you havea 
competence, enjoy it with a meek , chearful, 
thankful heart. Iwill tell you Scholar ,I have 
beard a grave Divine fay, that God has two 
dwellings; one in Heaven; and, the otherin 
a meckand thankful heart. Which Almighty — 
God grant tome, andto my bone Scholar: and 
So, you are welcom to Tottenham High-Crofs. 
Venat. Well Mafter,I thank you for all your 
good direétions, but, for nonemore than this : 
Jaft of thankfulnefs, which | hope I fhall ne- 


ver forget. And pray let’s now reft our felves 
in 
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is fweet fhady Arbour, which nature het 
has woven with her own fine fingers 5 *tis 
a contexture of Woodbines , Sweetbrier, 
amine, and Mirtle, and fo interwoven, as 
fecure us both from the Suns violent heats 
from the approaching fhower, and being 
down I will requite a part of your courte- 
witha bottle of Sack , Milk, Oranges,and 
w; which all put together, makea drink 
Neéar, indeed too good for any body but 
wglers: and fo Matter, here is a full glafs 
ou of that liquor, and when you have 
ged me, I will repeat the Verfes which I 
ifed you; it isa Copy printed amongft 
of Sir Henry Wottons : and doubtlefs 
e either by him, or by a lover of Angling: 
¢ Mafter, now drink a glafs to me, and 
I will pledge you, and fall to my repeti- 
3 it is a defcription of fuch Country-Re- 
tons as 1 have enjoyed fince1 had the hap- 
{5 to fall into your company. ; 


luivering fears,beart-tearing cares, 
tous fighs, zntimely tears, 
lye, fiye to Courts, 
Lye to fond worldlings forts 
ve ftrain’d Sardonick finiles are glofing ftill, 
grief is fore’d to laugh againft ber will. 
‘here mirth’s but mummery, 
nd forrows only real be. 
a T3 Fly 


PES Ie Ne ee 
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Fly from our Country-paftimes, fly, 
Sad troops of bumane mifery, 

Come fereng looks, 

Clear as the chry(tal Brooks. ‘ 
_ Or the pure azur’d heaven that {miles to {ve 
The rich attendance on our poverty; 

Peace and a fecure mind, 


Which all men feck, we only find. 


Abufed Mortals, did you know 
Where joy ,hearts-eafe and comforts grow ? 

Youl’d fcorn proud Towers, 

And feek them in thefe Bowers, ( foake, 
Where winds fometimes our woods perbaps may 
But bluftring care could never tempelt make, 

: Nor murmurs ere come nighw, 6. 

Saving, of fountains that glide by ws. 


Here’s no fantaftick Mask nor Dance, 

But of our Kids that frisk, and prance; 
Nor wars arefeen, 

_ _ Unlefs upon the green 

Two harmlefs Lambs are butting one the other, 

Which done,both bleating run each to bis Mother. 
And wounds are never found, 
Save what the plough-thare gives the ground. 


Here are no entrapping baits 
Zo baften too, too bafty fares, 


Valefs 
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it be ¢. ; es 
whieh (woorldling like) {till look, 
¢ bait,but never on the beok: 

envy, *nlef? among 


birds for price of their feet fong. 


the diving Negro. feck 
ms bid in fome forlorn creek: 
all pearls fcorn, 
what the dewy morn 
Is upon each little {pire of. grafs, 
ch carelefsfhepberds beat down as they pafs: 
d gold ne’re here appears, 
¢ whas the yellow Ceres bears. 


lent groves, ob may you be 
er mirths belt nurfery ! 

wre contents 
ever pitch their tents ( mountains, 
thefe downs, thefe meads,thefe rocks, thefe 
eace till lumber by thefe purling fountains: 
hich we may every year 
flees when we come a filhing bere. 


@. Trufime (Scholar) 1 thank you hear- 
r thefe Verfes,they be choicely good, and 
efs made by a lover of Angling: Come, 
drink a gla{s to me, and I will requite you 
another very good Copy; it is a Fare- 

rs well 


” 


with ha 3 
py thoughts at the time of their compofire ; 


Farewell ye gilded follies pleafing troubles, 
Farewell ye honour’d rags, ye glorious bubbles to 
Fame’s but a hollow eccho,Gald,pure clay 3, 
Honour the darling but of one (hort day. 
Beauty (th? eyes idol) but a damasked shiny 
State but a golden prifon,to live in 
And torture free-born minds: embroydred Traing 
Meerly but pageants for proud {welling veins ; 
And Blood Ally'd te Greatnefsis alone 
Inherited, not purchas*d,nor our oven. (Bireh 
| Fame, Honour, Beauty,S tate,Train,Blood and 
_ Are but thefading Bloffoms of the earth, 


Iwould be great, but that the Sun doth ftall 
Level bis rayes againft the rifing bill ; 

I would be high, but fee the proude? Oak - 
Moft fubjeci tothe vending Thunder-ftroak : 
Lwould be rich, but fee men(t00 unkind) 
Dig inthe bowels of the riche mind: 

I would be wile,but that I often fee 

The Foxe fifpetied,whilft the: Afs goes free : 

I would be fair,but fee the fair and proud, 
(Like the bright Sun.) oft fetting in'a cloud: ; ; 
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e poor,but know the humble grafs 

pled on by each unworthy Afs: 

d: wile fufpecied : {corn’d if poor: 

ear'd : faix tempted:high till envi?d more; 

ye wilh’d all but now I wifht for neither 5 

at, high,rich, wife, zor fairspoor Ie be ra- 
ther, 

e world now adapt me for ber pe 

auties Queen entitle me the Faix? 

fpeak me Fortunes Minion? could vie 

with \ndia,with afpeaking eye (dumb 

nd bare beads, bow’ d knees, {trike Fultice 

Las blind and lame,or give a tongue | 

es by Epitaphs:be call'd great Mafter 

loofe Khimes of every Poetafter ? 

Id Tbe more than any man that lives, 

it, fairrich, wife all in Superlatives : 

Pimore freely would thefe gifts refign, 

er fortune would have made them mine, 

[hold one minute of this holy leafure, 

the riches of this empty pleafure. 


me pure thoughis,welcome ye filent Groves, 

melts thee courts my fol moft dearly loves: 

pthe wiug’d people of the skie foall fing 

arful Anthems to the gladfom Spring: 

y 1-Book now, fhall be my looking-glafs, 

uch I will adore {weet Vertue’s face. 

te dwell no hateful looks, no Palace canes, 

n Vows dwell here,nor pale-fae'd Fears: 
Thea. F 
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Then here Ple fit,and figh my hot loves folly, 
And learn’ affed anboly melancholy, °* 

And if Contentment be a firanger then 

Ple ne’re look for it,but in heaven agen, y 

Venat, Well Mafter ! thefe Verfes be worthy 
to keepa room in every mans memory, a 
thank you for them 3 and I thank you for Your 
many inftruGtions, which (God willing) 
will not forget : and as St. Auftin in his Con. 
feffions (bo0k 4. chap.3.) commemorates the 
Kindnefs of his friend Verecundus , for lendin 
him and his companiona Country-boufé,becaufe } 
there they refted and enjoyed themfelves free 
from the troubles of the world; fo,having hag _ 
the like advantage, both by your converfation 
and the Art you have taught me, Tought ever _ 
to do the like : for indeed, your company and 
difcourfe have been fo ufeful and pleafant, thar 
I may truly fay, I bave only lived (ince I enjoyed — 
them, and turned Angler, and not before. Nee 
verthelefs , here I muft part with you, here in 
this now fad place where I was fo happy as firft 
to meet you: But I thalllong for the ninth of 
May , forthen I hope again to enjoy your be- - 
loved company at theappointed time and place. 
And now I with for fome fomniferous potion, 
that might force me to fleep away the intermit- 
ted time, which will pafsaway with me as te 
dioufly,as it does with men in forrow 5 never= ~ 


-thelef$I will make it as fhort as I can by my 
hopes 


tA edi pees ai 


es. And my good Mafter, I will 
he doctrine which you told me So- 
ght his Scholars, That they fhould not 
e honoured fomuch for being Philofo- 
0 bonour Philofophy by their vertaons 
yu advifed meto the like concerning 
and I will endeavour to do fo,and to 
hofe many worthy mex, of which you 
ntion in the former part of your dif= 
This is my firm refolution; and asa 
n advifed his friend, That to beget 
tion be fhould frequent Churches 3 
Monuments, ad Charnel-houfes,aud. 
here confider,bow many dead bones time 
up at the gates of death,So whenl would 
tent, and increafe confidence in the 
d Wifdom, and Providence of Almigh- 
I will walk the Meadows by fome gli- 
am, and there contemplate the Lillies 
no care, and thofe very many other 
ittle living creatures, that are not only 
wt fed (mans knows not how) by the 
of the God of Natwre, and therefore 
im.This is my purpofe:and fo, Let eve- 
that bath breath praife theLord.And let 
ng of St. Peters Mafter be with mine. 
And upon all that are lovers of Vertue; 
e truft in his providence, and be quiet, 
| Angling. 

dy to be quiet, 1 Thefig. 11, 

FINIS. 
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cod Friend, 

oa Carnet but fender nie particular 
thanks fo pon, fog that you babe 
been pleated by thaee Cotttons of 
your Complete Angler, freely to 


pertences fo all the lobers of that 
e thereby fo evcellently vinvicates 
ality theveot,ag Co olsine Bist 

rd Sh ag 


SEELSIETIITS 


eo Lorn 'sS 


pi(pence pour dear-bonght C@r- — 


* bantty of wosloly contentatents, to Moderate 


- Rule,To do to all men,as we would our felyes 


— The Lawsol Angling, 
that tf 3 thould go about to fay moz_ in tha 
bebalf,tt inveed were to light a Candle ty ge 
Sun:IBut fince all pleafares (though Neberp, 
innocent tn fhemfelbes)lofe that famp, He 
thep ave either purfued with inosdinate affea 
ons, 02 fo the prefuntceof another, theveta;, 
as to the fogmer, eberp man ought to enbea, 
tour, thaougha (erions confideration ofth 


bis affections thereunto, thereby they MAY be 
mabe of excellent ufe,as fome potfons allayey 
ate ta Pbytick: Ann as tothe latter, we arg 
fo babe recourle fo the known Lats, igng 
vance thereof ercufeth no man, and therefare 
by (heir diceartons fo to (quare our actions, that 
twe Furi ne man, buat keep clofs to that golney 


be done unto. 
How concerning the Art of Angling, {ye 

May conclude, Sir, Cyat as pou have poten 
tt tobe of great Bntiquity , fo F find it f- 
Houred by the iLatus of this kingoom ; fo} 
where probvifton is mane by cur Statutes 
primo Elizab. cap. 17. again® taking F(t) bp 
Mets that benot of fuchanvtucha se there 
fet voto, pef, thole Lawmakers han (o mach 
refpetto Anglers , asto except thems; and 
leabe them at Itbertp to catch as big as they 
conld, and ag little as they tonld catch. And 
vet though this Apaoltcal meee af 

m 


@ 
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in if Celf latofal , pet no matt can 
on another mans ground fo ff), without 
enfe,but that be ts a Drefpatler; but ifa 
pave licenfe to enter into a Clofe o3 
nb fo2 (uch a (pace of time,there,though 

fe Angling all that time, bets not a 
patter, becanfe bis fithing ts no abule of 

fe:but this is fo be under food of rin- 
Dtreams,aud not of Ponds c2 anving 
ols; foz in cafe of a Pond oz Larding Pool, 
Dinner thereof batha property in the ft, 
ey are fo far (atv to. be bis, that be may 
GWrefpals fo2 the ih again any ons 
fhall take thent without bts itcenle , 
b it be upon a Commiont,o2 adfeyntug to 
ings Pigh-tway , 02 adfopning to ano- 
mans ground, tobo gibes licenfe: Mut 
eofa River, tobere one 02 moze Babe 
pifcaria, onlp tt is otbertwife, for there 
thes ave fata to be fere nature , andthe 
Gof them withan Pngle is not relpats 
at no man is fatd fobabe a property in 
flil be bave cangbt them: and then tt ts 
fpafs fo2 any to take them from bim: 
tg is not fo be underfkood of fithes cor- 
0a mans olvn ground by gates 02 ofber- 
that they cannot pals away, but may 
en out o2 pot tn at pleafure, fog tn tbat 
the party bath a paoperty in them, asin 
fe of a Handing Pool oie 

: i} 
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Tr.4$.Can 


Ant where any one bath eparalis pitcariay 
in Child ant Greenhills Cale ty 
* Trin. 15- Car. ¥. it the ings 
Bench, there it fcemeth that the ith mapa 
fain to be bis, becaule no man elfe may take 
thent while they are within bis Ceveral fithe 
tng:therefoze tobat ts meant by a feberal g : 
ing ts mecefarp to be confidered : any thougy 
the difference bettocena Free-fihing, any q 
Several fithing be often treated of tn the ane 
tient books of the Lato, and fome Dpintong — 
till have the differerice fo be great, any pg. 
thers frail og nothing at all; pet the certay. 
weft definition of afeberal fing is, where 
one bath the wopalty, and otveth the grouny 
on cach fide of the tuater which agresth with 
pi Sit William Calthrops Cafe j 
Mich.17.8.4.6. cies an el was bought 
135.44. bY bie agatnf& another fo) 
elas fithing tn bis feberal aiving, 
€c. fo which the Defendant pleaned, Dhat the 
place twobercta the Wrelpals was (uppoled to 
be Dorte , contained ten Perches uf Lanvin 
length , and twentp Perches in breanth, 
which was bis own Free bolo at the time 
toben the Wrelpals twas (uppofen to be done, 
and that be fithen there 19 was latwful fo2 bit 
to do, and this 2s edfudged a good Pica by 
the twyole Conrt, acd apon argument in that 
herp Cale {t was agreed, thst no man eo 


Che Lawsof Angling. 


eberal fithing but in bis otun foil, 
free filjing map be tn the fotl ofa- 
man, which toas all agreed unto bp 
‘on out famous Cngiih Lawyer. Bo 
mall this map be vzaton this. Mot 
on, Mbat ifthe Fngler take carathat 
nd not with bis feet, there ts no 


gof wovaltics , 02 oloners of ands ad- 
ng fo wibers, and thels do, by fome ap- 
ptntty nature and education fo2 (be pur- 
nfalt and domineer ober tbe tnnocent 
er, beating bim, bacaking bis Mond, 03 at 
taxing tt from him, and fometimes tnt- 
ning bis perfonas if be twerea Felor. 
ereas a truc-bred Wentleman {cogns thofe 
like attempts,and will rather refret} a 
ranger at bis Gable , than toarn bia 
coming on bis ground upon fo innocent 
fions At would therefore be confideren 
fach fartous vatbers are twarranten by 
{o and what the Angler map(tn cafe of 
olence) do tn defence ofbimeelf : If 3 
mme vpor another mans ground without bis 
conte, 02 the licenfe of the Law, J ama 
Eretpafler, for which the owner may babe an 
tion of Srefpats agatntl me, and tf Bi con- 
as a. tinus 


tinue there after warning, to vepare on 


oloner, 02 bis ferbant therennto Rutborttey 
the otoner, 02. bis ferbant by biscommany’ 
may pnt me oft by force, but not beat me, bn 
in cafe of eeftance by me, foz then F: (by p50 
- Gilling) make the atanits but tf be beat mp, 
Snot refitting, tu that cate, be makes the ale 
fault, and 3 may beat him in defence of ma 
felf,anb.to fee my (cif from bis violence: any 
incafe 3, thalltsabde. my aod beyinn ty bis, 
Ground, be may take tf. damage feafant, bug: 
be cau neltber take i¢ from my Perfanby, 
fozce, nop baeak tt, but beis.a Lrefpatter tg. 
me; Wibich feems psi by tbe cafe of Reynelf, 
. and Champernoon,twhere Rey. 
MH Tear te nell byoughtan Beion of ets 
pals again Champernoon fo3 taking ann eats 
ting bis sets, the Defendant: judificn fo3: 
that be was Ceiledin fee of a -feverat fihing, 
and that the Plainti€ with others endeavons 
Fed fo row upon bis water,and with the Mets 
fo catch bis fit}, anv that fo tbe fafe-guard 
of bis ithing be. fcok. andcut the Mets anv: 
Dars 5 co which plea the Wlatntie vemurreds: 
and. there it wasanjuaged by the twbole: 
Court :, that be couln not bpfuch colour cut) 
the. Pets and Dars;ang sudgment was.there=: 
‘Upon gifen fozthe Wlaintiffs, 
_ Doubtlefsious. Foze-fathers. well. confine- 
ted, that man: to man Was.aiwalf, aro a 


= 
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ade goad WLatvs fo keep us from Detons 
ie another, and among the refi a berp 
tattite was made in the thaece and foz~ 
av of Queen Elizabeth, twheredp tt ts 
p, that tn perfonal Actions in the 
{ Weftminfter, (being not fo3 ILand 02 
yp )iwben tt thall appear to the Audges, 
she fo by them figntfien ) that the nebt 02 
ages fo be recovered amount not to the 
im of forty (illings o2 above, the fatd Fung- 
all award fo tbe PlatnttE no moe colts 
pawtages, but lels at their viferetion. 

an now With my acknowlengment of the 
intage Jbave hav both bp your friendhtp 
pour book 5 3 with nothing may ever be 
jooks like an altevationin the firfls nog . 
ay thing tn the laf, unlefs, by ceafon of tbe 
iil pleature of it, pou bad calle tt The 
adia of Angling, fog tt neferbes that Witle, 
9 would velerbetbe continuance of pour 
pnoihtp. 
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nftructions how to angle for a 
UT or GRAYLING in a clear 
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mihi non credit fasiat licet ipfe periclom' : 
Et fuerit [criptis rn lle meis. 


LONDO Wi. 
ited for Richard Marriott , and Henry Brome 
i St. Pawl’s Church-yard. / MDCLXXVI. 


T O 
My moft Worthy 


ATHER and FRIEND, 


1 Eing you were pleafed fome 
years paft, to grant me 
your free leave to dowbat — 
Ihave bere attempted;and — 
rving,you never retract any promife 
made in favour even of your mea~ 


As” nts 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, — 


s Epiftle Dedicatory, 


in thowight on’t, and aloft 
7efole' d't0.g0 prefently about it} 
§ forc't upon the inflant to feribble 
There’prejent you : which I have 
ig endeavour’d to accommodate to 
own Method. And,if mine be clear 
for the bonef Brothers of the 
le readily to tinderStand; (which 
only thing T aim at) then I have 
d: 3 and fhall r need to make no 
er Apology 5 a writing of this kind, 
equiring Cif I were MaSter of any 
thing) any Eloquence to fet it off, 
dommmeridl it io that if you,in your 
ther Fudgment,or kindne/s rather can 
) it pa(sable for a thing of this na- 
= You will then do ‘me honour if 
pher “fixt and carv din thefrone 


of 


> of my little fifbing- boule may be boyy 

explained: And, to permit me to ate 
tend you in publick,whoin privatebaye 
ever been, am, and ever réolve tobe 


- Berisford roth. 


Sir, 
Your moft affectionate 
Son and. Servant 


of March 167 é. 


Charles Cotton. 


OUR, pce 
Contemplative Man’s 
Recreation. 


Oy CECA Ps Tine ol: 
Pifiator Junior G Viator. 


ISCAT. You,are happily overtae, 
ken Sir 3 may aman be fo bold. 


SS this way ? avhie ks Re iting 
Viator. Yes fure Six very free= 
ly ; though it be a queftion Tean-, 
ry well refolve you; asnot knowing 
how far it is to Afbborn, where I in- 
night to take up my Inn. 


Pifeat. Why then Sir, {ecing I pérceivé you 
a B to 


as to enquire how far you travel 


of 
eee ae ae 


. & CheCompleatangter, Pare 
tobe a Stranger in thefe parts 5 I thall take wn 
on me to inform you, that from the Tow, oe 

laft came thidugh, call’d Brelsford, it is a 

_ miles,and you are not yet above half a Mile 7 

this fide. : 

Viat. Somuch! Twas told it was but te 
miles from Derby, and methinks I have odd 
almoft fo far already. 

. Pifcat.. O Sir, find no fault with large mea. 
fure of good Land, which Derby-(hire abounds 
in, as much as moft Counties of Exgland, 

Viat. Xt may be fo, and good Land I confeg 
affords a pleafant profped& but by your good 
leave Sir, large meafure of foul way is not.al- 
together fo acceptable. 

Pifcat. True Sir, but the fou! way ferves to 
joftifie the fertilityof the foyl ; according to 
the Proverb: There is good Land, where there 
is foul way and is of good ufe to inform you 
of theRiches of theCountry. you are come into, 
and of its continual Travel, and Traffick to 

- the Country Town you came from, which 

is alfo very obfervable by the fulnefs of its 
Road, and the loaden Horfes you meet every 
where upon the way. 

Viat. well Sir, 1 will be content to think as 
well of your Country, as you would detire, © 
and I fhall have a great deal of reafon both to 
think, and to {peak very well of you, If I may 
obtain the happinefs of your spinpaty ta the — 
“ ore= 


CheCompleat Angler. 3 
sntioned §place, provided your affairs 
ou that way, and that they will permit 
9 flack your pace out of complacency to. 
lier utterly a Stranger in thefe parts, 
ho am ftill to wander further out of my 
nowledg. 
cat. Sir, youinvite me to my own ad- 
xe, and lam ready to attend you: my. 
ing through thet Town; but my bu- 
that is,smy home, fome milés beyond it : 
ri fhall have time enough to lodg you 
Quarters, and afterwards to perform 
wn Journey. In the mean time may I 
bold as to enquire the énd of your Jour- 


it. "Tis into Lancafhire Sir , and about 
bufinefs of concern toa near Relation of 
: for I affure you, I do not ufe to take 
g Journeys, as from Effex upon the fingle 
ount of pleafure. 

cat. From thence Sir ! J co not then won- 
ou fhould appear diffatisied with the 
of the Miles, and the foulnefs of the 
hough I am forry you fhould begin to 
él with them fo foon; for, believe me 
you will find the Miles much longer, and 
y much worfe before you come to your 
ies end. 
zt. Why truly Sir for that,J am prepar’d 
spect the worfts but methinks the way is 
B2 mended, 


te 


Hl 


The Compleat Angler, Parr. 
mended fince 1 had the good fortune’ to fall jn. 
to your good company. a 

_. Pifeats You are not oblig’d tomy compan 
for that: but becaufe you are already paft ¢h, 
worft, and the greateft part of your Way to 
your Lodging. ‘ 

Viat. Lam very glad to hear it, both fo, 
the eafe of my felf,and my Horfe , but efpe- 
cially becaufe Imay then expect a freer en. 
joyment of your converfations though the 
fhortnefs of the way will, I fear, make me lof 
it the {ooner. 

Pifcat. ThatSir isnot worth your care; and 
Tam fure you deferve much better, for being 

~ content with fo ill company: but we have. al- 

ready talkt away two Miles of your Journey , 

for from the Brook before us, that runs at the 
foot of this Sandy Hill,you have but three Miles 
to Afbborn, 

Viat. 1 mect every where in this Country 
with thefe little Brooks, and they look as if 
they were full of Fifth have they not Trouts 
in them ? 

Pifcat. That is a queftion, which is to be 
- excus’d in a Stranger as you ares etherwile, 
give me leave to tell you, it would feema kind - 
of affront to our Country, to make a doubt of 
what we pretend to be famous for, next,if not 
before,our Malt, Wool, Lead, and Coles for 
you are to underfland, that we think we have 
as 


The Compleat Aualer. 5 
ny fine Rivers, Rivulets, and Brooks, as 
‘Country whatever, and they are all full of 
s, and fome of them the beft ( it is faid ) 
degrees in England, 

I was firft Sir in love with you, and 
all be fo €namour’d of your Country by 
ccount you give me of it, as to with my 
erby-(bireMan,or at leaft thatl might live 
f; for you muft know lama pretender to 
ngle, and doubtlefs a Trout affords the 
fipleafure to the Angler, of any fort of Fith 


ke the beft fport : But this Brook, and 
a¢ others I have met with upon this way, 
oo full of Wood for that recreati- 


Pifcat. This Sir! why this, and feveral o- 
rs like it, which you have paft, and fome 
t you are like to pafs,have {carce any name 
ongft us: but we can fhew you as fine Ri- 
s, and as clear from wood, or any other 
umbrance to hinder an Angler, as any you 
faw ; and for clear , beautiful fireams, 
mt(bire itfelf, by Mr. Izaak Walton’s good 
ve, can fhew none fuch; nor I think and 
untry in Europe. 

Viat. You go far Sir in the praife of your 
untry Rivers, and I perceive have read 
Waltou’s Compleat Angler by your naming 


atever 3 and the beft Trouts, mutt needs _ 
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Pifcat. My Opinion of Mr.Walton’s Book js. 
the fame with every Man’s, that underftand, 
any thing ofthe Art of Angling, that it is an 
excellent good one, and that the forementig. 
ned Gentleman underftands as much of Fith,ang 
Fifhing as any Man living: but I muf tell you 
further, that I have the happinefs to know his 
perfon, and to be intimately acquainted with 
him, and in him to know the worthief Man, 
and to enjoy the beft, and the trueft Friend any 


Man ever had: nay, I fhall yet acquaint you | 


further, that he gives me leave to'call him Fa. 
ther, andT hope is not yet afham’d toownme 
for his adopted Son. 

Viat. In earneft Sir I am ravifht to meet 
with a friend of Mr. Izaak, Walton's, and one 
that does him fo much right in fo good and 
truea Character; for I mult boaft to you, that 
Thave the geod fortune to know him too, and 
came acquainted with him much after the fame 
manner I do with you that he was my Mafter 
who firft taught me to love Angling, and then 


to become an Angler and tobe plain with - 


you, am the very Man decipher’d in his Book 
under the name of Venator, for 1 was wholly 
addicted to the Chace; till he taught me as 
good, a more quict, innocent, and lefs dan- 
gerous diverfion, 

Pifcat. Sir, V think my {elf happy in your 
acquaintance, and bctore we part {hall ea 
ms BONS ts We Ti URN eR mathe ty F eave 


embrace yous you have faid enough 
ymmend you to my beft opinion ; for my 
Walton will befeen twice in no Man’s 
ny he does not like, and likes none but 
s he believes to be very honeft men, 
is one of the beft Arguments, or at leaft 
-beft Teftimonies I have, that I either 
x that he thinks me one of thofe, feeing 
not yet found him weary of me. 
t. You fpeak like atrue Friend, and in 
fo render your felf worthy of his friend- 
May Ibe fo bold as to ask your name ¢ 
at. Yes furely Sir, and if you pleafe a 
nicer queftion, my name is —-— and I 
nd to ftay long enough in your company, 
nd you do not diflike mine, to ask yours 
In the mean time, becaufe we are now 
oft at Afbborn, Lthall freely, and bluntly 
ou, that I am a Brother of the Angle too, 
eradventure can give you fome inftructi- 
ow to Angle for a Troutin a clear River, 
tmy Father alton himfelf will not difap- 
we, though he did either purpofely omit, 
not remember them, when you, and he 


you have already told me whether your 
ey isintended,and that I am better ac- 
ted with the Country than you are 5 Iwill 
ly, and earnefily entreat, you will not 
of ftaying at this Town: but go on with 
ee Sas me 


Che Compleat Ingle. 7 


ifcourfing under the Sycamore Tree, And 


§ The Compleat Angier. Part, 
me fix Miles further to my Houle, where ,” 
thall be extreamly welcom;it is direGtly jg oo 
way,we have day enoiigh to perform our Tout : 
ney,6¢ as you like your entertainment, you may 
there repofe your felf' a day or twosor as many | 
more as your occafions will permit, to recoms 
pence the trouble of fo mucha longer Journey, 
Fiat, Sir, you furprife me with fo friendly 
an invitation upon fo fhort acquaintance : but 
how advantagious foever it would be to me 
and that my haft perhaps is not fo great, bye 
it might difpenfe with fuch a divertifement as] 
promife myfelf in your Company 5 “yet I can. 
not in modefty accept your offer,& mutt there. 
fore beg your pardon:I could other wife,Iconteg 
be glad to wait upon you, if upon no other ace 
count but to talk of Mr.I. Waltox,and to receive 
thofe inftructions you fay you are able to give 
me forthe deceiving a Trout; inwhich art] 
will not deny, but that Ihave an ambition to 
be ont of ‘the greatelt deceivers 5 though I can- 
not forbear treely to tell you, that I think it 
hard to fay much more, than has been read’ to’ 
me‘upon that fubje@. b4 
Pifeat. wellSir, I grant that too 5 but you 
muft knew that the variéty of Rivers, require 
different ways of Angling + however you thall 
have’ the beft Rules 1am able to give, and I | 
will tell you nothing I have not made my felt 
as certain Of, as any Man can be in'thirty yeas 
Bhiponie Si), UL expericnce 


oni 
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‘(for fo long I have: been a dabler 
and that if you pleafe'to Ray a few 
fhall notin a very great'meafure fee 
yood to you.. But of that hereafter, 
ow, Sir, if 1am not miftakenI lave 
wércome you; and that 1 may wholly 
that modefty of yours, Iwill take up- 
é to be fo familiar as to fay, you muft ac- 
my invitation, which that you may the 
‘eafily be perfwaded to do, I will tell you 
my Houfe ftands upon the margin of one 
ie fineft Rivers for Trouts, afd grayling 
mglaud 5 that 1 have lately built a little 
ng Houfe upon it, dedicated to Anglers, 
e door of which you wil fee the two 
Letters of my Father Walton's 
sand mine twifted in Cypher 5 * 
you {hall lye in the fame Bed he 
ometimes been contented with, and have 
Country entertainment, as my Friends 
times accept, and be as welcome teo, as 
eft Friend of them all. 
iat. Nodoubt Sir, but my Mafler Walton 
d good reafon to be fatistied with hisenter- 
ent in your Houfe 3 for you who are fo 
dly to a meer Stranger who deferves fo 
, tuft needs be exceedingly kind and vee 
m who deferves fo much. 
'Pifeat. Believe mejno! and fuch as are inti- 
acquainted with that Gentleman, eee’ 
Ea im 


¥ as ia the 
Title page, 
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him to bea Man, who will not endure to 
treated likea Stranger. So that his acceptati. 
ol my poor entertainments, has eye; beeail 
pure effe@ of his own humility, and 200d na. 

ture, and nothing elfe. But Sir, we are riogl i 
going down the Spittle Hill into the Town,ang 
therefore let me importune you fuddainly 
refolve, and moft earneftly not to deny me, 

Viat. In truth Sir, am {0 overcome by your — 
Bounty, that I find I cannot , but muft ren. 
der my felf wholly to be difpos’d by you. 

Pifcat. Why that’s heartily, and kindly fpo. 
Ken, and I as heartily thank yous and being 
you have abandon’d your felf to my condud, 
we will only call and drink a glafs on Horfe. 
back at the Talbot, and away. 

Viat. attend you, but what pretty River js 
this, that runs under this Stone-Bridg ? has je 
a name ? 

Pifcat. Yes,’Tiscall’d Henmore,and has init 
both Trout, and Grayling; but you wi!l meet 
with one or two better anon. And fo foonas 
we are paft through the Town, I will endea- 
vour by fuch difcourfe as beft likes you to paf 
away the time, till you come to your il] Quar- 
ters. 

_ Viat.. we can talk of nothing with which I 
fhall be more delighted than of Rivers and 
Angling. 

| Pifcat. Let thofe be the Subje@s then, but 


to 


i) 


ow come to the Talbot, what’ will 
Sir, Ale, or Wine. 

Nay, 1 am’ for the Country liquor, 
re Ale, if you pleafes for a Man 
ot methinks come trom London to drink 


aggon of your 
ice to you, a good health to the honeft 


man you know of, and you are welcome 
Peak. 
I thank you Sir, and prefent you my 
again, and to all the honeft Brothers of 
ngle.. 
at. Vie pledg you Sir, fo, there’s for 
le, and farewell. Come Sir, Ict us be 
$ for the fun grows low, andi would 
u look abeut you as yon rides for you 
n odd Country, and fights, that will 
wange to yOu. ee 


CHAR, 
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ith... 1 


IS CAT. So Sir,now we are got to ¢ } 

top of the Hill out of Town, look aboy 

you, and tell me how you like the Comm 
try. 

Viat. BlefS me! what Mountains are here! 
if are we not in Wales ? 
\ Pifeat. No, but inalmoftas Mountainous a 
Country,and yet thefe Hills though high, bleak. 
E and craggy, breed and feed good Beef, and 

Mutton above ground, and afford good fiorg 

of Lead within. 

Viat. They had need of all thofe commodi. 

ties to make amends for the ill Land-{chape; 

But I hope our way does not lye aver any of 
i thefes for I dread a precipice, 
| Pifcat, Believe’ me but it does, and down. 
one efpecially, that will appear: a little terrible 
toa Stranger: though the way is paffablee 
nough, and fo paffable, that we who are Na. 
tives of thefe Mountains, and acquainted with 
them, difdain to alight. q 

Viat. Y hope though that a Forraigner is pris 
viledged to ufe his own difcretion,and that I 
may have the liberty to entruft my neck to the 
fidelity of my own feet, rather than to thofe 
of myHorfes for I have no more at home. 

: st PR Ne i : : Pifcae 
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. *F were hard elfe. But in the mean 


to mend our pace, that we may be 
- Hill I fpeak of, to the end your appre- 
may not be doubled for want of light to 
he eafinefs of the defcent. . 

Tam willingto put forward as faft as 
ft will give me leave § though T fear 
in your Company. But what pretty 
is this we are going into ? 

ts Why this Sir is called BentlyBrook, 


ncumbred with wood in many places, 
ublefom to an Angler. 

t. Herc are the prettieft Rivers, and the 
of them in this Country that ever I faw ; 
penow how many you have in the Coun- 


rat I know them all, and they were net 


mot confiderable of them I will pre- 
tie you. And to begin where we now 
r you muft know we are now upon the 
irts of Derby-(hire ) we have firft the 
ve, that we fhall come toby and by, 
ides the two Counties of Derby, and 


rom the {wiftnefs of its current, and 
ftne{s occafion’d by the declivity. of its 
and by being fo ftraitned in that courfe 
: : betwixt 


hink ’twere beft while this way is pret- - 


fall of very good Trout, and Grayling ; - 


feckon, were it wciatls the trouble 


for many Miles together, and is fo 
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betwixt the Rocks ; by which, and tho y 
high ones, it is hereabout for four, oy a 
: Miles ¢onfin’d into a very narrow ftream, 
River that from a contemptible Fountaj. 
( which I can cover with my Hat ) by the dal 
fluence of other Rivers, Rivulets, Brooks aud 

. Rills, is fwell’d, (before it fall into Trens 
| little below Egginton, ( where it lofes et 
name, ) to fuch a breadth, and depth, as tg 
1 be in moft places navigable,were not the Paffage 
| frequently interrupted with Fords, and Wires 
and has as fertile Bancks, as any River in Eng. 
band, none excepted. And this River from 
its head for a Mile or two is a black water (ag 
all the reft of the Derby-fbire Rivers of note, o- 
riginally are,for they all {pring from the Moffes) 
but is in a few Miles travel fo clarified by the 
addition of feveral clear, and very great {prings 
( bigger than it felf_) which guth out of the 
i Lime-ftone Rocks, that before it comes to my 
Houfe, which is but fix, or feven Miles from its 
fource, you will find it one of the pureft Chry- 

ftalline fireams you have feen. 
Viat. does Trent {pring in thefe parts ? 

Pifeat. Yes in thefe parts; not in this Ccun- 
ty, but fomewhere towards the upper end of 
Stafford-fhireX think not far from a place cal?’d 
Trextham, and thence runs down not far from 
Stafford to Wolfly Bridg,and wathing the skirts 
; and purlews ot the Forreft of Raho runs 
own 


five 


Bee pe re ee ee 
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3 to Burton in the famt County; thence 
mes into this where we now are, and run- 
by Swarkfton, and Dunnington, receives 
yent at Wildow, and fo to Nottingham, 
ce to Newark, and by Gainsborough, to 
dumber, and thence falls into the Sea: but 
the Map will beft inform you. 

fiat. Know you whence this River Trent 
its name ? 

ifeat. No indced, and yet I have heard it 
n difcourft upon, when fome have given its 
thination from the forenamed Trentham ; 
gh that fecms rather a derivative from it 5 
rs have faid ’tis fo call’d from thirty Ri- 
that fall into it,and there lof their names, 
ch cannot be neither,becaufe it carries that 
je from its very Fountain, before any other 
ers fall intoit; others derive it from thirty 
ral forts of Fith that breed there, and that 
le moft likely derivation: But be it howit 
itis doubtlefS one of the fineft Rivers in 
World, and the moft abounding with ex- 
pt Salmon, and all forts of delicate 


iat. Pardon me Sir for tempting you into 
igreifion, and then proceed to your other 
§ ; for Lam mightily delighted with this 


eat. It was no interruption, but a very 


‘ ca 


gfton upon Hull, where it takes thename | 


=< = ———— —- 
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_ eafonable queftion; for Trent is not only o . 
ofour Derby-fhire Rivers,but the chief of the yy 
and into which all the reft pay the Tribute ,} 
their names; which I had perhaps forgot of 
infift upon, being got to the other end of the 
County, had you not awoke my memor a 
Buti will now proceed, and the next River Ye 
note (forl will take themas they lye Eaftwarg © 
from us) is the River Wye 5 I fay of note; for 
we have two leffer betwixt us and it, name] 
Lathkin , and Bradford, of which Lathkix is 
by many degrees the pureft, and moft tranfpa. 
rent ftream, that I ever yet faw cither at home 
or abroad, and breeds ’tis faid, the reddeft, and 
the beft Trouts in England but neither of 
thefe are to be reputed Rivers, being no better 
than great {prings. The River Wye then has 
its fource near unto Buxtons, a Town fome ten 
Miles from hence, famous for a warm Bath,and 
which you are toride through in your way to 
Manchelter, a black water too at the Fountain ; 
but by the fame reafon with Dove, becomes ve- 
ry foon a mofi delicate clear River, and breeds 
admirable Trout, and Grayling, reputed by 
thofe, who, by living upon its Banks are par- 
tial to it,the beft of any, and this,running down 
by Afbford, Bakewell, and Haddon; at a Town 
alittle lower call’d Rowfly falls into Derwent, 
and there lofes its name. The next in order 


is Derwent a black water too, and that not ony 
som 


p 2, The Compleat Anoler. 17 


nitsFovatdin, but quite through its pos 
snot having thefeChryftal {prings to. wath 
‘cleanfeit, which the two forementioned 
yes but abounds with Trout and Grayling 
yea as they are) towards its fource, and 
ith Salmon below 5 and this River from the 
sper and utmoft part of this County, where 


arly , Matlock, Derby, Barrow-Ajh, and 

twberfon, falls into Trent ata place call’d 

fildon, and there lofes itsname. The Eaft 

de of this County of Derby. is bounded by 

ttle inconfiderable Rivers, as Awber,Eroways, 

ad the like, {carce worth'naming, but Trouty 

o, and further we are not to enquire. . But 
I have carried you, as a Man may. fay by 
ater, till we are now come to the defcent of 
ie formidable Hill I told you, of, at the foot 
iwhich runs the River Dove, which I cannot 
it love above all the reft, and therefore pre- 
are your felf to bea little frighted. 

)Viat. Six, 1 {ee you would fortifie me, that 
fhould not fhamemy felf: but I dare follow 
where you pleafe tolead me, and I fee no dan- 
er yet 3 for the defcent methinks is thus far 
reen, even, and eafy. 

‘Pife. You will like it .worfe prefently when 
you come to the brow of the Hill, and now we 
re there, what think you? 

/Viat. What do I think? why I think 
% Cc it 


ings, taking its courfe by Chatsworth, . 


a ae 
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it the ftrangeft place that ever fure ‘Men 


Horfes went down,and that (if there be pee 


fafety at all ) the fafeft way is to alight, "Y 

Pife. I think {0 too for you,who are Mount. 
ed upona Beaft not acquainted with thefe 4; 
pery ftonessand though I frequently ride dow, 
I will alight too to bear you company, and to 
lead you the way, and if you pleafe my Man 
thall lead your Horfe. 

Viat. Marty Sir, and thank you too, for] 
am afraid I fhall have enough to do to look to 
my felf; and with my Horfe in my hand 
fhould be in a double fear, both of breaking my 


‘neck, and my Horfe’s falling on mesfor it is as 


fteep asa penthoufe. 

Pife. To look down from hence it appears 
fo,I confefs, but the path winds and turns,and 
will not be found fo troublefom. 

Viat. Would 1 were well down though ! 
Hoift thee ! there’s one fair {cape! thefe ftones 
are fo flippery I cannot ftand! yet again! I think 
I were beft lay my heeles in my neck,and tum- 
ble down. 

Pife. If you think your heeles will defend 
your neck, that is the way to be foon at the 
bottom ; but give me your hand at this broad 
fione, and then the worft is paft. 

Viat. 1 thank you Sir, 1 am now paftit, 
Icango myfelf. What’s here the fign of a 
Bridg? Do youufe to Travel with wheel-bar- 


‘tows in this Country ? Pife. 


PA i dante j 
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fe Not that I ever faw Sir, why do you 
that queftion ? 

fat. Becaufe this Bridg certainly was made 
fothing elfe, why a moufe can hardly 96 o- 
it: °Tis not two fingers broad. 
oS You are pleafant, and I am glad to fee 
gfo: but I have rid over the Bridg many 
Viat. Why according to the French proverb, 
@ *tis a good one among a great many of 
prfe fenfe and found that language abounds 
Ce que Diu garde, ot bien gardé. They, 
om God takes care of are in fafe proteétion : 
, fet me tell you, would not rideé over it for 
joufand pounds, nor fall off it fortwo ; and 
EUthink I dare venture on foot, though if 
were not by to laugh at me: I fhould do 
mn all four. 

Pifc. WellSir, your mirth becomes you,and 
meglad to fee you fafe over, and now you 
welcome into Stafford -fhire. 

Viat. How Stafford-(bire! what do I there 
w! there is nota word of Stafford-(bire in 
“my direction. 

Pife. You fee you are bettay’d into it; 
t it fhall be in order to fomething that will 
ike amends ; and °tis but an ill Mile or two 
tof your way. 

Viat. \ believe all things Sir, and doubt no- 
ing. Is this your beloved River Dove. Tis 
C32 clear, 


' 
| 


ees 
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clear, and fwift indeed, but a very little 
one. 

_ Pife. You fee it here at the worft 5 we thay 
come toit anon again after two Miles ridin 
and fo near as to lye upon the very Banks, 

Viat. Would we were there oncesbut I ho 
we have no more of thefe Alpes to pafs o. 
ver. 

Pift. No, no Sir, only this afcent before 
you, which you fee is not very uneafy, ang 
then you will no more quarrel with your 
way. 

Viat. Well, if ever come to London (of 
which many a Man there, if he were in m 
place would make a queftion; ) 1 will fit down 
and write my Travels, and like Tom Coriate 
print them at my owncharge. Pray what do 
you call this Hill we come down? 

Pife. Wecall it Hanfon Toot. 

Viat. Why farewell Hanfon Toot, Vle.no 
more on thee; I’le go twenty Miles about firft: 
pen I fweat , that my fhirt flicks to my 
ack. 


Pife. Come Sir now we are up the Hill, and - 


now how do you? 

Viat. Why very well I humbly thank you 
Sir, and warm enough I affure you.What have 
we here; aChurch! As l’me an honeft Mana 


very pretty Church! Have you Churches in 


his Country Sir? 
Pife. 


: 


: 


: 
| 
{ 
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f. You fee we have: but had you feen 
@ why fhould you make that doubt 


Viat. Why, if you will not be angry, I’le 
Jyou, 1 thought my felf a Stage, or two be- 
nd Chriftendom. 

Pifc. Come, come, wee’l reconcile you to 
¢ Country before we part with you ; if 
swing you good fport with Angling will 


1 jat. My refpe& to you, and that together 
iy do much Sir; otherwife,to be plain with 
a, 1 do not find my felf much inclin’d that 


F ufc. Well Sir, your raillery upon ourMoun= 
ins has brought us almoft home; and look 
a where the fame River of Dove has again 
us to bid you welcome, and to invite you 
‘adith of Trouts to morrow. 

Viat. Is this the fame we faw at the foot of 
umen-Maure? It is much a finer River 


Pifc. It will appear -yet much finer to 
row. But look youSir here appears the 
Sufe, that is now like to be your Inn,for want 
a better. 

Viat. \t appears on a fuddain, but not before 
was lookt for, it ftands prettily, and here’s 
dod.about it too, but fo young, as appears 
be of your ovvn planting. 
j C3 Pifte 


fervice to you in a Cup of More-Lands Ale: — 


oe. a hy | 
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- Pife. It is fo, vvill it pleafe you to alight 
Sirs and novv permit me after all your paing 
and dangers to take you in my arms, and tg 
affure you, that you are infinitely vvelcome, 

Viat. I thank youSir, and am glad with aj 
my heartI am here, for, in downright truth 
l amexcecding, weary. ; 

Pife, You will fleep fo much the better ; 


you thall prefently have a light fupper, and to 


bed. Come, Sirs, lay the Cloth, and briny 
what you have prefently, and let the Gentle- 
man’s Bed be made ready in the mean time 
in my Fatncr Waltons Chamber; and now 
Sir here is my f€rvice to you, and oncemore 
welcome. 

Viat, 1 marry Sir this glafs of good Sack 
has refrefht me, and Vle make as bold with 
your meat; for the Trot has got mea good 
ftomach. 

Pife. Come Sir fall to then, you fee my lit- 
tle fupper is always ready when I come home, 
and P'le make no Stranger of you. 

Viat. That your Meal is fo foon ready is a 
fign yourServants know your certain hours,Sirs 
I confefs I did not expe@tit fofoon; but now 
*tis here, you (hall {ee 1 will make my {elf no 
Stranger. 

Pife, Much good do your heart.and I thank 
you for that friendly word: and now Sir my 


for — 
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you are now in the More-Lands,but within 
pit,and a ftride of the peak; fill my Friend 
Glafs. 

Viat. Believe me you have good Ale in the 
fere-Lands 5 far better than that at dp- 


‘Pifc. That it may foonbe: for Afbborn has 
‘which isa kind of a Riddle ) always init the 
eft Mault, and the worft Ale in England, 
pme take away, and bring us fome pipes,and 
bottle of Ale, and goto your own Suppers. 
ire you for this diet Sir ? 

Viat. Yes Sit,1 am for one pipe of Tobac- 
93 and I perceive yours is very good by the 
| Pifc. The beft I can get in London I affure 
ou: But Sir,now you have thus far comply’d 
yith my defigns, as to take a troublefom jour- 
ey into an ill Country, only to {fatisfie mes 
ow long may I hope to enjoy you? 

Viat. Why truly Sir, as long as I conveni- 
atly can; and longer I think you would not 
lave me. 

_Pife. Not to your inconvenience by any 
neans Sir,but I{ce you are weary, and there- 
re I will prefently wait on you to yourCham- 
er, where take Counfel of your pillow,and to 
morrow refolve me. Here take the lights, 
ad pray follow them, Sir ; Here you are 
ike to lye, and now I have fhew’d you 
C4 your 
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your Lodging, I befeech you command 
any thing you want, and fo I with you 
g00d reft. 
' Fiat. Good night Sir, 


: C.H A Po oI. 
p* C.Good morrow Sir, what up and dre 
fo early ? 


Viat.Yes Sir,1 havebeen dreft this half hour; 
for I refted fo well, and have fo greata mind 
either to take, or to fee a Trout taken in your 
fine River, that could no longer lye a bed. 

"| Pife. Yam glad to fee you {0 brisk this mor- 
ning; and fo ‘eager of fport; though I mutt 
tell you, this day proves fo calm, and the Sun 
_ tifes fo bright, as promifes no great fuccefs to 
: the Angler. but however we’l try, and one 
Way ox other we fhall fure do fomething. What 
will you haveto your breakfaft, or what will 
you drink this Morning. 

Viat. For Breakfaft{ never eat any,and for 

Drink am very indifferent; but 'if you pleafe 
 tocall fora Glafs of Ale, I’me for yous an 
Tet itbe quickly if you pleafe: for I long, to 
fee the little Fithing-houfe youfpoke of, and to 
beat my Leffon. ee 
many Pife, 


Pie. Well Sir, You fee the Ale is come with- 
tCalling ; for thoughIdo not know yours, 
| people know my diet, which is always one 
ais fo foonas 1am dreft , and no mote till 
inner, and fo my Servants have ferved 


Viat. My thanks, and now if you pleafe let 
Jook out this tine mosning, 

Pifc. With all my heart, Boy take the Key 
my Fifhing-houfe,and carry down thofe two 
ingle-Rods in the Hall window thither, with 
y Fith-pannicr, Pouch,and landing Net, and 
y you there till we come. Come Sir we’l 
alk after , where by the way I expeét you 
ould raife all the exceptions againft our 
gntry you can. 

Viat. Nay Sir, donot think me 0 ill natur’d, 
ft fo uncivil,I only made a little bold with it 
night to divert you, and was only in, 


ou were then in as good earneft as 1 am 
w with you: buthad you been really angry 
f, I could not blame you: For, to fay the 
ith, it is not very taking at firlt fight : But 
Ik you,Sir,now you are abroad, does not the 
| thine as bright here asin Effex, Middlefex, | 
‘Kent, or any of your Southern Coun- 
si? 

Viat. Tis a delicate Morning indeed, and I 
W think this a marvellous pretty place. 

. Pife. 
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Pife. Whether you think {0 or no,you cannot 


oblige me more than to fay fo 5 and tho of 


my friends who know my humour, and are 
fo kind as to comply with it, ufually flatter me 
that way. But look you Sir, now you are a 
the brink of the Hill, how do you like my Rj. 
ver,the Vale it winds through like a Snake,ang 
the (cituation of my little Fithing-houfe ? 

Viat.Truk me ’tisall very fine,and the houfe 
feems at this diftancea neat building. 

Pife. Good enough for that purpofe; and 
here is a bowling Green too, clofe by it, { 
though Iam my felf no very good bowler, | 
am nct totally devoted to my own pleafure ; 
but that I have alfo fome regard to other men’s, 
And now Sir you are come tothe door, pray 
walkin, and there we will fit, and talk as long 
as you pleafe. 

Viat. Stay, what’s here over the door ? Pif- 
¥Thereisunder catoribus facrum. * Why then 
this Motto, the 1 perceive 1 have fome Title 
Cifer mentioned here, forlamoneof them, 
5 ~ y Vee though one of the worft, and 
part of theBith: here below it is the Cifer too 
ing-houfe bas you fpokeof, and *tis prettily 
‘been diferiv'd; contrivd. Has my Matter 


 butythe pleafart- Walton ever been here to {ee its 


nefsof the Ris 


gag Rie 
wer, Menntains, for it feems new built: 


and Meadows about it cannot 3 4aless Sir Philip Sidney, 


Pifee : 


or Mr,Cotton’s Father were again aliveto do it. 
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fe. Yes he faw it cut in the ftone before it 
fet up> but never in the pofture it now 
ds: for the houfe was but building when he 
slafthere, and not rais’d fo high as the 
ch of the dore, andI am afraid he will not 
ityet 5 forhehas lately writ me word he 
bts his coming down this Summer, which I 
affure you was the worft news he could pof- 
Jy have fent me. 

“Viat. Men mutt fometimes mind their af- 
girs to make more room for their pleafures + 
id ’tis odds he is as much difpleas’d with the 
nfine(S, that keepshim from you, as you are 
at he comes not. But Iam the moft pleafed 
th this little houfe of any thingI ever faw: 
flands in a kind of Peninfila too, with a de- 
cate clear River about it. I dare hardly go 
, left I fhould not like it fo well within as 
ithout 3 but by your leave,J’le try. Why,this 
better and better, fine lights, finely wainfco- 
d,and all exceeding neat, with a Marble Ta- 
le and all in the middle / 

' Pife, Enough,Sir, enough, I have laid open 
) you the part where I can wort defend my 
If, and now you attaque me there. Come 
oy fet two Chairs, and whilft 1 am taking 4 
Pipe of Tobacco, whichis alwaies my Break- 
at, we will, if you pleafe, talk of fome other 


Viat, 


. 2 ee ; cede i Arai ea: : ’ ats a de 
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a % ' Viat. None fitter then Sir for the time a 3 ‘ 
3 piace,than thofe Inftructions you promis’d, . 
BY Pifc.I begin to doubt,by fomethingldifcoye, 


ia you, whether I amable to inftru@ you,or no: 

al : ’ 

- though, if you are really a ftranger to our cleay 

: Northern Rivers I fillthink 1 cans and there. 

fore, fince it is yet too carly in the morning at 
this timeof the year, to day being but the Se. 
venth of March,to caft a Flie upon the water jf 
you will dire& me ‘what kind of Fithing for a 
Trout I thall read: youa LeGture on, Lam wil. 
ling and ready toobey you. 

Viat. Why Sir, if you will fo far oblige me 
and that it may not be too troublefome to you, 
I would entreat you would run through the 
whole body of it; and 1 willnot conceal from 
you, that Lam fo far in love with you, your 
courtefie, and pretty Moreland Seat, as to re- 
folveto fay with you long enough by Inter- 
vals (for I will not opprefs you) to hear all you 

can fay upon that Subject. 

- Pifc. You cannot oblige me more than by 
fuch a promife, and therefore without more 
Ceremony I will begin: to tell yous that my 
Father Walton having read to you before, it . 
would look like a prefumption in me, and per- 
adventure would do fo in any other man, to © 
pretend to give Leflons for angling after him, — 
whol do really believe underftands as much of 
it, at leaft as any man in England,did 1 not pre- 
‘ohh acquaint | 


} vain Opinion of my felf, that I am able to 
m you better directions ; but having 
m my Childhood purfued the recrea- 
nof anglingin very clear Rivers (truly I 
ak by much(fome of them at Jeaft) the clea- 
pin this Kingdom) and the manner of Ang- 
phere with uSbyreafon of that canoeing 
arnefs, being fomething different froth the 
thod commonly us’d in others,which by be- 
not near fo bright, admit of ftronger tac- 
, and allowa nearer approach to the ftream$ 
nay peradventure give you fome Inftructi- 
s, that may be of ufe even in your own Ri- 
s,and fhall bring you acquainted with more 
s, and thew you how to make them, and 
h what dubbing too, than he has takenno- 
lof in his Compleat Angler. 
befeech you Sir do, and if you will lend 
Our Steel, I will light a Pipe the while, for 
tiscommonly my Breakfaft ina morning. 


CHAP. 
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gaint you, that Iam not tempted to it by. 


a 
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will not deny, but that I think my felfa Mas 
fier ig this) I thall divide Angling for Trout oy 
G i 


CHAP. IV. 


ISC. Why then Sir,to begin methodically, 
asa Mafter in any Art fhould do (and y{ 


into thefe three ways, 


At the Top, 
At the bottom, and 
In the Middle. 


Which three ways, though they are all of 
them (as I thall hereafter endeavour to make 
it appear) in fome fort common to both thofe © 
kinds of Fifh ; yet are they not fo generally and 
abfolutely fo, but that they will neceffarily re- 
quire a diftinction, which indue place I will 
alfo give you. 


That which we call Angling at the top, is 
with a Flie; 

At the bottom with a ground-bait. 

Inthe middle with a Minnow , or Ground- 
bait. 


. Angling — 
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Angling at the Topis of two forts, 


With a quick Flie: 


\:, gO, 
With an artificial Flie, 
yat we call Angling at the bottom is alfo 
‘WO forts, 
By hand: 

or, 
With a Cork, or Float. 


Phat we call Angling in the middle is alfo i 3 
wo forts. am 


With a Minnow for a Trout : 
or, 
With a Ground-bait for a Grayling. 


OF all which feveral forts of Angling,I will, 
jou can have the patience to hear me, give — 
athe beft account I can. 

Viat. The trouble will be yours, and mine 
Ppleafure and the obligation: 1 befeech 
therefore to proceed. 

Pife. Why then firft of Flie-Fifhing. 


CHAP. 


t Angler, Pay 


CHAP. V. 
Of Flie-Fifbing. 


ISC. Flie-Fifhing or Fithing at the top,; 
I faid before, of two forts, os 
: 


With a natural and living Flie ; 
or, 
With an artificial and made Flie, 


~ Firft then of the natural Flies of which we 
generally ufe but two forts, and thofe but in 
the two months of May and June only, name 
ly the Greex Drake, and the Stone-F liesthough 
1 have made ufe of a third that way, called the 
Chamblet-Flie with very good faccels for Gray. 
fing, but never faw it angled with by any o- 
ther after this manner, my, Matter only excep- 
ted, who did many years ago, and was one of 
the beft Anglers, that ever 1, knew. { 

 Thefe.are.to be angled|with, with afhort 
Line, not much more,tham half the length of 
your Rod, if the air be ftills or with a longer 
very near,or all oat as long as your Rod, if you 
have any wind tocarry it from you, and this 
way of Fithing we call Daping, Dabbing or Dib- 
ling, wherein you are always to have 1 

« ine 
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lying, before you up or down the River as 
ind ferves, and to angle as near as you 
the bank of the fame fide whereon you 
, though where you feea Fifh rife near 
"you may guide your quick Flie over him, 
her in the middle, or on the contrary fide, 
f you are pretty well out of fight,cither by 
Jing,or the Interpofition of a bank,or buth, 
may almoft be fure to raife, and take him 
ifit be prefently donesthe Fith will other- 
‘peradventure be remov’d to fome other 
€,if it bein the ftill deeps, where he is al- 
s inmotion, and roving up and down to 
tfor prey, though in a ftxeam, you may al- 
s almoft, efpecially if there be a good fione 
t, find him in the {ame place. Your Line 
ht in this Cafe to be three good hairs next 
hook, both by reafon you are in this 
| of angling, to expe the biggeft Fith, 
alfo that wanting length to give him Line 
m he is firuck, you muftbe forc’t to tugg 
t3 to which I will alfo add, that not an 
20f your Line being, to be fuffered to touch 
water in dibbling; it may be allow’d to 
the ftronger. I fhould now give youa De- 
Btion of thofe Flies,their (hape and colour, 
then give youan account of their breed- 
, and withal thew you how to keep and 
them ; but fhall defer that to their propex 
¢ and f{eafon. 
; D Viat, 
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oe Viat. In earneft,Sir, you difcourfe 
onally of this affair, andI am glad wl fea a 
felf miftaken in you 3 for in plain truth 1d; 
not expet fo much from you. id 
- Pife. Nay Sir, 1 can tell you a great dea 
more than this, and will conceal nothing fron 
you. But I muft now come to the fécond wan 
of angling at the top, which is withan arg. 
ficial Flie, which alfo I willfhew you how ms 
make before I have done, but firft hall ac. 
quaint you,that with this you are to angle with 
a Line longer by a yard and a half, or fome. 
times two yards than your Rod, and with both 
this, and thé other in a ftill day in the fireams 
in abreeze , that curles the water in the fijl] 
deeps, where (excepting in May and June 
: that the beft Trouts will lyein thallow ftreams 
to watch for prey, and'even thentoo ) you ar 
like to hit the beft Fith. { 
| For the length of your Rod ‘you are always 
tobe govern’d by the breadth of the River 
you fhall chufe to angle ats and fora Trout Ri- 
ver, oneof five or fix yards long is common- 
ly enough, and longer (though never fo neatly 
and artificially made ) ic ought hot tobe, if you 
| intend to Fifh at eafe, and if otherwife,where 
| lies the {port ? 
t Of thefe, the beft that everl {aw are made 
in York-bire , which are all of one pices 
that is to fay, of feveral, fix , eight, ten or 
twelve 
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ye pieces; fo neatly piec’t, and ty’d together 
fine thred below, and Silk above, -as to 
eittaper, like a {witch, and to ply with 
e bent to your hand; and thefe are too 
, being made of Fir wood, for two or 
e lengths, neareft tothe hand, and of o- 
‘wood nearer to the top, that a Man might 
jeafily manage the longeft of them that e- 
I faw, with one hand, and thefe when 
vhave given over Angling for a feafon, 
gtaken to pieces, and laid up in fome dry 
g, may afterwards be fet together again in 
t former poftures, and will be as firair, 
ad, and good as the firft hour they were 
le, and being laid in Oy! and colour ac- 
ding to your Mafter Waltons direGtion, will 
many ycars. 

Phe length of your line, to a Man that 
ws how to handle his Rod, and to caft it,is 
manner of encumbrance,excepting in woody 
es, and in landing of a Fith, which every 
that can afford to Angle for pleafure, has 
i@body todo for him, and the length of 
is a mighty advantage to the fifhing at 
ance 3 and to fith fine, and far off is the 
and principal Rule for Trout Angling. 

‘Our Line in this cafe fhould never be lefs, 
/ever exceed two hairs next to the hook, 
One ( though fome I know will pretend to 
¢ Art, than their fellows ) is indeed too 
y D 2 few 


a ee ee ee ag 
on 


hour, as the River vvindsin its courfe, a 
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few, the leaft accident, with the fineft hang 
being fufficient to break it: but he that cannog 
killa Trout of twenty inches long with two 
in a River clear of wood and weeds , as thi, 
and fome others of ours are, deferves not the 
name of an Angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to 
be, two of the firft lengths, neareft the hook 
thould be of two hairs a piece, the next three 
lengths above them of three, the next three 
above them of four, and fo of five, and fix _ 
and feven, to the very top: by which meang 
your Rod and tackle will ina manner be taper 
from your very hand to your hook; your ling 
will fall much better and firaiter, and caft your 
Flie to any certain place to which the hand 
and eye (hall direét it, with lefs weight and 
violence; ‘that would otherwife circle the wa- 
ter, and fright away the fith. 

In cafting your line, do it always before you, © 
and fo that your flie may firft fall upon the was - 
ter, and as little of your line with it as is” 
poffible, though if the vvind be fiiff, you will 
then of neceffity be compell’d to drown a good 
part of your line to keep your flie in the water: 
and incafting your flic, you muft aim at the 
further, or nearer Bank, as the wind ferves 
your turn, which alfo vvill be with, anda-— 
gainft you on the fame fide feveral times in an y 


you 
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will be forc’t to Angle up and downmby- 
s accordingly § but are to endeavour, as 
shas you can, tohavethe wind evermore 
our back, and always be fure toftand as 
off the Bank as your length will give you 
ye when you throw to the contrary fi fide, 
ugh when the wind will not permit you 
9 do, and that you are conftrain’d to Angle 
the fame fide whereon you ftand, you muft 
n ftand on the very brink of the River, and 
ur Flie at the utmoft length of your 
nd Line, up or down the River as the 
eferves. 
t only remains, touching your Line,: to 
mire whether your twohairs next to the 
9K, are better twifted, or open 3 and for 
t, 1 thould declare that I think the open 
Wy the better; becaufe. it makes lefs thew in 
water, but that I have found an inconve- 
or two, or three, that have made me 
oft weary of that way; of which one is, 
ft without difpute they are not fo ftrong 
fied, as open ; another, that they are not 
7 tobe faftned of fo exadt an equal length 
hearming, that the one will not caufe the 
to bagge, by which means a Man has 
‘One chair, upon the matter, to truft to3 
the laftis, that thefe loofe flying hairs are 
Only more apt to catch upon every twig , 
be nt they meet with; but moreover the 
p 3 hook, 
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hook, in falling upon the water, will very op 


ten rebound,and fly back betwixt the hair, 
and there ftick ( which in a rough water efpe? 
cially, isnot prefently tobe difcern’d by the 
- Angler ) 0 as the point of the hook thall fiang 

revers’t, by which means your Flie {wimg 
backward, makes a much greater circle in the 
water, and till taken home to you, and fe 
right, willnever raife any Fith, or if it fhoulg 
Tam fure, but by a very extraordinary chance. 
can hit none. ; 

Having done with both thefe ways of fifhing 
at the top ; the length of your Rod, and Line 
and all: I am next to teach you how to make 
a Flie; and afterwards of what dubbing you 
areto make the feveral Flics I fhall hereafter 
name to you. 

In making a Flie then ( which is not a 
Hackle or Palmer Flie for of thofe, and their 
feveral kinds we fhall have occafion to {peak 
every Month in the Year ) you are firft to hold 
your hook faft betwixt the fore finger and 


thumb of your left hand, with the back of the 


fhanck upwards, and the point towards your 
fingers end; then take a ftrong fall {ilk of the 
colour of the Flieyou intend to make, wax It 
well with wax of the fame colour too (to 
which end you are always ( by the way ) to 
have wax of all colours about you ) and draw 
_ itbetwixt your finger and thumb, to the head 
Be wwe -- s - ol J 


_ 
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he fhanck, and then whip it twice or 
about the bare hook, which, you muft 
w,isdone, both to prevent flipping, and 
that the fhanck of the hook may not cut 
hairs of your Towght,which fometimes 
vill otherwife do ) whichbeing done, take 
¢ Line, and draw it likewife betwixt your 
1 and thumb, holding the Hook fo faft, 

only to fuffer it to pafs by, untill you have 
i spot of your Towght almoft to the mid- 
tof the fhanck of your hook, on the infide 
it, then whip your filk twice or thrice a- 
at both hook and Line,as hard as the firength 
the filk will permit, which being done, ftrip 
s feather for the wings proportionable to the 
mefsof your Flie, placing that fide down- 
rds, which grew uppermoft before, upon 
t back of the hook, leaving fo much only as 
ferve for the length of the wing of the point 
‘the plume, lying revers’t from the end of 
i fhanck upwards, then whip your filk 
ic €or thrice about the root end of the fea- 
t, hook, and towght, which being done 
poftthe root end of the feather clofe by the 
hing, and then whip the filk faftand firm a- 
at the hook, and tought untill you come to 
end of the hook: but not: further ( as 
nao at Loudon s and fo make a very un- 
dfom, and,in plain Exglif,a very unnatural 
id thapelefs Flie _.) which being done, cut 
m0 D4 away 


ps 
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away the end of your tought,and faften it ang 
then take your dubbing which is to make th, 
body of your Flie, as much as_you think coil 
venient, and holding it lightly, with your 
hook, betwixt the finger, and thumb of youl 

left hand , take your filk with the right, ang 
twifting it betwixt the finger and thumb of 
that hand, the dubbing will fpin it {elf abou, 
the filk, which when it has done,whip it about 
the arm’d hook backward, till you come to 
the fetting on of the wings; and then take 
the feather for the wings, and divide it equally 

into two parts, and turn them back towards 
the bend of the Hook, theone on the one fide 
and the other on the other of the fhanck. 
holding them faft in that pofture betwixt the 
fore finger, and thumb of your left hand, 
which done, warp them fo down, as to ftand, 
and flope towards the bend of the hook, and 
having warpt upto theend of thefhanck,hold 
the Flie faft betwixt the finger and thumb of - 
your left hand, and then take the filk betwixt 
the finger, and thumb of your right hand, 
and where the warping ends, pinch or nipit 
with your thumb nail againft your finger, and 
firip away the remainder of your dubbing 
from the filk,and then with the bare filk whip it — 
once or twice about,make the wings to fiand in” 
due order, faften, and cut it offs after which 

with the point of a needle raife up the dubbing — 


gently | 
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Jy from the warp, twitch off the fuper- 
ushairs of your dubbing, leave the wings 
sequal length ( your Flie will never elfe 
imtrue ) andthe work isdone. And this 
y of making a Flie ( vvhich is certainly 
beft of all other ) vvas taught me bya 
qsman of mine, one Captain Henry Fackson, 
ear neighbour, an admirable Flie Angler, 
many degrees the beft Flie maker, that ever 
st met with. And now that I have told 
ahow a Flie is to be made, you fhall pre- 
atly fee me make one, vvith vvhich you may 
fadventure take a Trout this morning, not- 
ithftanding the unlikelinefs of the day 3 for 
is now nine of the Clock, and Fith vvill 

ito rife, if they vvill rife to day; I will 
alk along by you, and look on, and after 
pner 1 vvill proceed in my lecture of Flie- 


V a I confefS§ I long tobe at the River, 
d yet I could {it here all day to hear you: 
+ fome of the one, and fome of the other 
i do well: and I havea mighty ambition 
take a Trout in your River Dove. 

Pife. 1 vvarrant you hall: I would not for 
dre,than I will fpcak of but you fhould,feeing 
ave fOextoll’d my River to you: nay I vvill 
pyou here a Month, but you fhall have one 
ad day of fport before you go. 

fiat. You vvill find me 1 doubt too traGa- 


ie 
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ble that vvay 5 for in good earneft, if buf 
wvould give me leave, and that if ir ver 
fit,I could find in my heart to flay with you for 
ever. “ 

Pifé. 1 thank you Sir, for that kind expreg 
on, and now let-me look out my things to make 
this flic. 


CHAP. VI. 


TSC, Boy, come give me my dubbing bags 
& here prefently 3 and now Sir, fince I tind 
you fo honeit aman, I will make no feruple 
to lay open my Treafure before you, 

Viat. Did every any one fee the like! What 
a heap of Trumpery is here! certainly never 
an Angicr in Eropehas his fhop half fo well 
furnifht, as you have. 

Pife. You perhaps may. think now, that I 
rake together this Trumpery, as you call it, 
for thew only, to the end that fuch as fee it 
(which are not many Laffure you} may think 
me agrcat Maffer in the Art of angling: but 
let me tell you here are fome colours (as con- 
temptible as they feem here )that are very hard : 
to be got, and fcarce any one of them, Rag 

; i 
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fhould be loft, Ifhould not mifs, and be 
sen’d about the lofs of it too, once inthe 
© but look you, Sir, amongft all thefe I 
chufe out thefe two colours only,of which 
4c Bears-hair, this darker no great matter 
+; butlam fure 1 have kill’d a great deal 
Fifh with its and with one or both of thefe 
‘hall take Trout or Grayling this very day, 
withftanding all difadvantages , or my Art 
i] fail me. 
Fiat. You promife comfortably, and I have 
reat deal of reafon to believe every thing 
sfays but I withthe Flie were made, that 
6 werc at if. 

Pife. That will not be long in doing: and 
ayobferve then. You fee firft how I hold 
y hook, and thus f begin. Look you here are 
» firft two or three whips about the bare 
ok, thus I joyn hook and line, thus I put on 
y wings, thus I twirle and Jap onmy dub- 
ng, thus I work it up towards the head ,thus 
art my wings, thus Inip my fuperfluous 
abbing from my Gilk, thus faften, thus trim 
d adjuft my Flic,and there’s a Flie made,and 
w how do you like it ? 

Viat, \n carneft,admirably well, and it per- 
Gly relembles a Flies but we about London 
lake the bodies of our Flics both much bigger 
nd longer, fo long as even almoft to the very 
ard of the Hook. 


a ae aM bie Ea 
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x » Pife. 1 know it very well, and had one g 
thofe Flies given me by an honeft Gentlem of 
who came with my Father Walton to give Bs. 
a Vifit,which (to tell you thetruth) I hung « 
my parlour Window to laugh at : but Siryou : 


know the Proverb; They who goto Rome, m 
do as they at Rome do; and believe me you mug 
here make your Flies after this fathion, or you 
will take no Fith. Come I willlook yoy out 
a Line, and you (hall put it on,and try it. There 
Sir, now I think you are fitted, and now be. 
-yond the farther end of the walk you (hall be. 
gin, I fee at that bend of the water above.the 
air crifps the water a little, knit your Line tirft 
here, and thea go up thither,and {ee what you 
cando. 


Viat. Did youfee that Sir ? ; 

Pifc. Yes, \ faw the Fifh, and he faw you too, 
which made him turn fhort, you mutt tith fur- 
ther off, if you intend to have any {port here, 
this is no New-River let me tell you. That 
wasagood Trout believe me, did you touch q 
him? 

Viat.No, I would Ihad,we would not have 
parted fo. Look you there was another 5 this 
is an excellent Flic. 

Pifc. That Flie Lam fure would kill Fith, if 
the day were right , but they only chew at it 
I {ce , and will not take it. Come Sir, Jet us 

returnback to the Fifhing-houfe ; this {till wa-- 
ter 
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{fee will not do our bufinefs to day 3 you 
‘now, if you pleafe, make a Flie your felf, 
try what you can do in the fireams with 
, and Iknowa Trout taken with a Flie of 
r own making willpleafe you better than 
enty withoneof mine. Give me that Bag 
in, Sirrah ; look you Sir, there is a hook, 
pht, filk, anda feather for the wings, be do- 
with thofe, and I will look youout a Dub- 
y, that I think will do. 

Viat. This isa very little hook. 

Pifé. That may ferve to inform you, that ie 
or avery little Flic, and you muft make 
at wings accordingly + for as the café ftands 
muft bea little Flie,and a very little one toa, 
t mult do your bufinefs. Well faid ! believe 
you fhift your fingers very handfomely 5 ¥ 
bt Thave taken upon me toteach my Ma- 
So here’s your dubbing now. 

Fiat. This dubbing is very black. 

Pife.It appears fo inhand; but fiep tothe 
9s and hold it up betwixt your eye and the 
9, and it will appear a fhining red; let me 


K . . 
you never a man in England candifcern the 


= colour of a dubbing any way but that,and 
fore chufe always to make yourFlies on 
habright Sun-fhine day as this, which alfo 
ay the better do, becauteit is worth no- 
to fith in, here put it on, and be fure to 
the body of your Flic as flender as you 
q cans 
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can. Very good! Upon my word yoy 4... 
madea raatvalons handfom Flic. ee S 

Viat. 1 am very glad to hear it; tj the. 
firft that ever I made of this kind jn 4, 
life. ‘ 

Pife. Away, away ! You are a Dodtor at jt ! 
but I will not commend you teo much, left | 
make you proud. Come put iton,and you thalj 
now go downward to fome ftreams betwixt the 
rocks below the little foot bridg you {ee there 
and try your Fortune. Take heed of flipping 
into the water as you follow me under this 
rock: So now you are over , and now throw 
in. 


Viat. This isa fine ftream indeed : There’s 
one ! I have him! 
- Pife. And a precious catch you have of him 3 
pull him out! I fee you have a tender hand: 
This is a diminutive Gentleman, e’en throw 
him in again, and let him grow till he be more 
worthy your anger. 
Viat. Pardon me, Sir, all’s Fith that comes 
to’th? hook with me now. Another ! 

Pife. And of the fame ftandiag. 

Viat. 1 fee} thall have good {port now: A- 
nother! and a Grayling. Why youhave Fifh 
here at will. 

Pife. Come, come, crofs the Bridge, and 
po down the other tide lower, where you will | 
nnd finer ftreams, and better fport I hope i“ 

this 
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"Look you Sir, here isa fine ftream now, 
have length enough, ftand a little further 
et me entreat you, and do but Fith this 
mlike an Artift, and peradventure a good 
may fall to your fhare. How now ! what 


52 . No,I but touch’t him; but that wasa 
worth taking. 


by yout own fault, and through your own 
mefs and hafte; for you are never to offer 
ake a good Fifh, if he do not ftrike him- 
“till firft you fee him turn his head after he 
faken your Flie , and then you can never 
pyour tacklein the firiking , if you ftrike 
hany manner of moderation. Come throw 
fé again, and fifh me this ftream by inches; 
faffure you here are very good Fith, both 
Wt and Grayling, lie here; and at that 
Pftone on the other fide, "tis ten to onea 
1 Trout givesyou the meeting. 

fat. I have him now, but he is gone down 
rds the bottom,{ cannot fee what he issyet 
hould be a good Fifh by his weight ; but 
Makes no great ftir. 

fe. Why then, by what you fay, I dare 
re to affure you, *tisa Grayling, who is 
Of the deadeft hearted Fithes in the world, 
he bigger he is the more ealily taken. Look 
how you fee him plain , I told you what 
ft he 


ife. Why now let me tell you, you loft thar - 
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he was, bring hither that landing. net, Boy,a 
row Sir, he is your own; and believe p. 
g0od one, {ixteen Inches long¥ warrant hin 
T have taken none fuch this year. a 

Viat. I never faw a Grayling before look fy 
black. . 

Pifc. Did you not? Why then let me tell. 
you,that you never faw one before in right fea. 
fon: for then a Grayling is very black about 
his head,guills, and down his back, and has his 
Belly of a dark grey, dappled with black {pot 
as you fee this is, and I am apt to conclude,that 
from thence he derives-his name of Umber, 
Though 1 mufitell you this Fith is patthis 
prime , and begins to decline, and was in bet. 
ter feafonat Chriltmas than he is now. But 
move on, for it grows towards dinner-time,and 
there is a very great and fine fiream below, 
under that Rock, that tills thedeepelt pool in 
all the River, where you are almoft fure of a 
good Fith. . 

Viat. Let him come, P'le try a fall with him; 
but I had thought, that the Grayling had been 
always in feafon with the Trout, and had come 
in, and gone out with him. 

Ohno! affure yourself a Grayling is a 
winter-fifh : but fuch:a one as would deccive 
any but fich as know,him very well indeeds 
for his fleth, even in his wortt feafon, is fo frm, 
and will fo eafily calver, that in plain truth i 
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y good meatat all times; but in his pere 
eafon (which, by the way, none but an o- 
sown Grayling will ever be.) I think him 
god afifh , as tobe little inferiour to the 
Trout that ever I tafted in my life. 

Gat. Here’s another skip-jack, and Ihave 
id five or fix more at leaft whilft you were 
ing: Well, go thy way little Deve! thou 
the fineft River,that ever I faw,and the ful- 
of fifh. Indeed, Sir, L like it fo well, that 
afraid you will be troubled with me once 
ar,{o long as we two live. 

je-1 am afraid I (hall not Sir;but were you 
phere a Mayor a Fune,if good {port would 
pt you, 1 fhould then expe you would 
ptimes{ee me; for you would then fay it 
ea fine River indeed, if you had once feen 
fbort at the height. 

Gat. Which I will do, if! live, and that you 
fe to give me leave, there was one, and 
ie another. 

fife. Andall this in a flrange River , and 
ha Flie of your own making ! yvhy vvhat 
ingerous man are you! 

Viat. 1,Sir,. but vvho taught me? and as 
metas fays by his man Dorw, fo you may 
ry me, 


Tf, my man fuch praifes have, 
What then have I,that taughe the Knave ? 
E But 
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But vvhat have we got here? A Rock {pring 
ging up in the middle of the River ! this jg One 
of the oddeft fights, that ever I faw. : 

Pifc, Why, Sir, from that Pike t, that yo 


}°7is @ Rock, 
in the fofhion 
of aSpire-Stee- 
ple; and, al- 
moftas big. lt 
fiands in the 
midft of the 
River Dove 3 
and not far 


from Mr, Cot- houfe alfo, which I keep for 3 
ton’s boufe, be- memorial of his favour, and 
low which place . h ? 

this delicate Ri- will thew you, when we come 
wertakesa fwife Up tO dinner. 


fee ftanding up there diftane 
from the rock, this is call’g 
Pike-Poal: and young Mr.Izag¢ 
Walton was fo pleas’d with it 
asto draw it in Land{chape in 
black and white in a blank 

Book I have at home, as he has 
done feveral profpects of my 


but intend to ask hima great many hard que- 


Carere betwixt 
many mighty Rocks, much bigher and bigger than Se 
PaulsChurch, before *ewas burnt. And this Dove 
being oppos'd by one of the higheft of them, has at laft, 
fore't itfelf away through it; andafter a miles cone 
cealment, appears again with more glory and beauty than 
before that oppofitions running through the moft pleafant 
Valleys and moft fruitful Meadows, thut this Nation can 


juftly boaft of. 


Viat. Has young Mafter Izaak Walton been 
here too ? 

Pife. Yes marry hashe Sir, and that again, 
and again too, and in France fince , and at 
Rome, and at Venice, and I can’t tell vvhere: 


ftions — 


fo foon as Ican fee him, which vvill be, 
willing,next Month. In the mean time, 
to come to this fine ftream at the head of 
great Pool, you muft venture over thefe 
ery cobling ftones; believe me, Sir, there 
yvere nimble or elfe you had been down; 
pow you are got over, look to your felf ; 
amy vvord if a Fith rife here, he is like 
sfuch aone, as will endanger your tackle: 
ynovv! . 

jat- X think you have fuch command here 
the Fifhes,that youcan raife them by your 
d, as they fay Conjurers can do Spirits, 
afterward make them do vvhat you bid 
q for here’s a Trout has taken my Flie, I 
rather have lofta Crown. What luck’s 
| He vvas a lovely Fifh, and turn’dupa 
ike a Salmon. 

fc. O Sir, this isa War vvhere you fome- 
5 win, and mutt fometimes expe to loofe. 
er concern your felf for the lofs of your 
; for ten to one I teach you to make a bet- 
‘ ‘Who’ s that calls ? 

er . Sir, Will it pleafe youto come todin- 


if¢. We come. You hear Sir we are call’d, 
low take your choice, whether you vvill 
b this fteep Hill before you, from the top 
Vhich you vvill go directly into the Houfe, 
ack again over thefe ftepping fiones, and ~ 
tby the Bridg. E 2 Viat. 
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Viat. Nay, fure the neareft vvay is bef . 
at leaft my ftomach tells me fo; and I am noy! 
fo well acquainted with your Rocks, that 7 
fear them not. 

Pifé. Come then,follow me, and fo foon a a 
we have din’d ; we will down again to the 
little Houfe; where I will begin at the place 
left off about Flic-Fifhing, and read you ano. 
ther Lecture; for I havea great deal more to 
fay upon that Subject. ; 

Viat. The more the better; I could never 
have met with amore obliging Mafter, my firg 
excepted 5 nor fuch fport can all the Rivers 
about London ever afford,as is to be found iy 
this pretty River. 

Pife. You deferve to have better, both be- 


-caufe I feeyou are willing to take pains, and 


for liking this little fo well; and better I ho 
to fhew you before we part. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. VII, 


TIA T. Come Sir, having now well din’d, 

__ and being again fet in your little Houfe 5 

I now challenge your promife,and entreat 

to proceed in your inftruction for Flie-fifh- 

fs which, that you may be the better en- 

rag’d todo, I willaffure you, thatI have 

Joft, 1 think, one fyllable of what you have 

me; but very well retainall your dire&ti- 

‘both for the Rod, Line, and making a 
and now defire an account of the Flies 
mielves. 

pife. Why Sir, I amready to give it you; 
J fhall have the whole afternoon to doit in, 
no body come in to interrupt us 5 for you 
it know ( befides the unfitnef$ of the day ) 
it the afternoons fo early in March fignifie ve- 
ittle to Angling with a Flie, though with 
Minnow, or a Worm fomething might (I 
nfefS ) be done. 

Tobegin then where I left off, my Father 
alton tells us but of 12 Artificial flies only, to 
ngle with at the top, and gives their names; 
Which fome are common with us here ; 
d I think I guefs at moft of them by his de- 
Iption, and I believe they all breed,and are 
en in our Rivers, though we do not make 
‘ E.3 them 


eee ae 


ae WEP 


-. time of all. 
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them either of the fame Dubbing, or fathio 
And it may be in the Rivers about Long," 
which I prefume he has moft frequented, 3 " 
wheré "tis likely he has done moft eX¢ctttion 
there is not much notice taken of many More: 
but we are acquainted with feveral others her, 

( though perhaps I may reckon fome of his}, 
other names too) but if I do, I thall make 
you amends by an addition to his Catalopy, 
And although the forenamed great Matter in 
the Art of Angling ( for fo in truthhe jg ) 
tells you that no man fhould in honefty catch 3 
Trout till the middle of March, yet I hope he 
will give a Man leave fooner to take aGrayting 
which, asItold you, isin thedead Months jn 
his beft feafon; and do affure-you ( which | 
remember byavery remarkable token ) I did 
once take upon the fixt day of December ore, 
and only one, of the biggeft Graylings and the 
beft in f{eafon, thatever I yet faw, or tafted; 
and do ufually take Trouts too, and witha 
Flie, not only before the middle of this Month, 
but almoft every year in February, unlefs it be 
a very ill {pring indeed, and have fometimes in 
January, fo early as New-years-tide, and in 
froft and fnow taken Grayling ina ‘warm fun- 
fhine day for an hour or two about Noon 3 and 
to fifh for him with a Grub it is then the beft 


I fhall therefore begin my Flie-fifhing wil 
that 
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‘Month ( thoughI confefs very few begin 
on, and that fach asare fo fond of thefport 
embrace all opportunities, can rarely in 
‘Month find a day fit for their purpofe ) 
‘tell you, that upon my knowledg thefe 
sinawarm fun, for an hour or twointhe 
, are certainly taken. 


Fanuary. 


. Axed brown with wings of the Maleof 
alard almoft white: the dubbing of the 
of a black long coated Cur, fuch as they 
pmonly make muffs of ; for the hair onthe 
of fich a Dog dies, and turns toa red 
ywn, but the hair of a {moth coated Dog 
he fame colour will not do, becaufe it will 
dye, but retains its natural colour, and 
‘flie is taken in a warm fun, this whole 
thorough. 

2. There is alfo a very little bright Dun 
at, as little as can poffibly be made, {0 little 
Never to be fitht with, with above one hair 
‘the hook, and this is to be made of a 
xt dubbing cf Martins fur, and the white 
aHares {cut; witha very white, and {mall 
ng ; and ’tis no great matter how fine you 
for nothing will rife in this Month but a 
ayling, and of them I never at this feafon 
¥ any taken witha Flie, of abovea foot 
E4 long, 


long in my life: but of little ones about 

bignels of a fmelt in a warm day, and a glow. 
ing Sun,you, may take enough with thefe an 
Fifhes, and they are both taken the hall 
North through. ’ 


February. 


t. Where the Red-brown of the Jag 
Month ends, another almoft of the fame colour 
begins with this, faving that the dubbing of 
this muft be of fomething a blacker colour, ang 
both of them warpt on with red filk; the dub. 
bing that thould make this Flic, and that is the 
trueft colour, is to be got ofthe black fpot of © 
a Hogs ear: not thata black {pot in any part 
of the Hog will not afford the fame colour 
but that the hair in that place is by many de- 
grees fofter, and more fit for the purpofe: his 
wing mutt be as the other, and this kills all this 

_ Month, and iscall’d the leffer Red-brown. 

2, This Month alfo a plain Hackle, or pal- 
mer-Flie made with a rough black body, cither 
of black Spaniels furr, or the whirl of an E- 

firidg feather, ‘and the red Hackle of aCapon 
over all, ‘will kill, and if the weather be right 
make very good fport. 

3. Alfo'a leffer Hackle with a black body al- 
fo, filver twift over that, and a red feather 0- 
ver all,will’ fill your pannier if the Month be- 
ww open, 


7. The Compleat Angler. $7 


_ and not bound up in Ice,and fnow, with 
good Fifh; but in cafe of a frof and 
w, youare to Angle only with the {malleft 
s. Browns and Duns you can make, and 
s thofe are only to expect Graylings no big- 
. than {prats. 
In this Month, upona whirliag round 
ex,we have a great Hackle, the body black, 
wrapped with a red feather of a Capon un- 
; that is,the whole length of the Hackle 
z out ( for we fometimes barb the Hackle 
er fhort all over 5 fometimes barb it only a 
and fometimes barb it clofe underneath, 
ing the whole length of the feather on the 
or back of the Flie which makes it 
» better, and as occafion ferves kills very 
it Fith. 
» We make ufe alfo in this Month of ano- 
reat Hackle the body black, and rib’d o- 
with Gold twift, and a red feather over all, 
shalfo does great execution. 
,Alfo a great Dun, made with Dun Bears 
", and the wings of the grey feather of 
aliard near unto his tail, which is abfolute- 
fe beft Flic can be thrown upon a River this 
ith, and with which an Angler thall have 
rable f{port. 
We have alfothis Month the great blew 


‘to the roots, mixt with a little blew 
ae Camlet, 


, the dubbing of the bottom of Bears hair 
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Camlet,the wings of the dark grey feather of, 
Mallard. * 

8. We have alfo this Month a Dark-Broy, 
the dubbing of the brown hair of the Flanck 
of abrended Cow, and the wings of the grey. 
Drakes feather. , 

And note, that thefe feveral Hackels, o 
Palmer Flies, are fome for one Water, and ong 
Skye, and fome for another, and according to 
the change ot thofe, we alter their fize,and 9, 
Jour, and note alfo, that both in this, and ajj 
other Months of the Year, when you do not 
certainly know what Flie is taken; or cannot 
fee any Fifth to rife, you are then to put on g 
fall Hackle, ifthe Water be clear , ora big. 
ger if fomething dark, untill you have taken 
one, and then thrufting your finger thorough 
his Guils, to pull out hisGorge, which being 
open’d with your knife, you will then difcover 
what Flie is taken, and may fit your felf accord- 
ingly. 

eRe the making of aHackle, or Palmer Flie 
my Father Walton has already given you fufi- 
cient direction. 


ee —— 


March. 


’ For this Month you are to ufeall the fame 
Hackels, and Flies with the other, but you are 


to make them lefs. 
1. We | 
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We have befides for this Month a little 

; call’d a whirling Dun ( though itis not 

whirling Dun indeed, which is one of the 

Flies we have ) and for this the dubbing 
& be of the bottom fur of a Squirrels tail 
| the wing of the grey feather of a Drake. 

. Alfo a bright brown, the dubbing either 
the brown of a Spaniel, or that of a Cows 
ick, with a Grayling. 

 Alfo a whitifh Dun made of the roots of 
nels hair, and the wings of the grey feather 
a Mallard. « 

. Thercis alfo for this Month a Flie, call’d 
- Thorn Tree Flie,the dubbing an abfolute 
tk mixt with eight or ten hairs of Ifabella 
our’d Mohair, the body as little as can be 
de, and the wings of a bright Malards fea- 
f, an admirable Flie, and in great repute 
ongft us for akiller. 

5. There is befides this another blew Dun, 
dubbing of which it is made being thus to 
sot. Take afmall toothcomb, and with 
omb the neck of a black Grey hound, and 
‘down that fticks in the teeth, will be the 
t blew, that ever you faw. The wings of 
§ Flie can hardly be too white, and he is ta- 
h about the tenth of this Month, and lafteth 
the four and twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this Month alfo till to- 
tds the end, is taken alittle black o* 5 
the 


; 
) 
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the dubbing either of the fur of ablack Watey, 

og, Or the down of a young black Water 
Coot, the wings of the Male of a Mallard ». 
white as may be, the body as little as 
can poflibly make it, and the wings as thor a 
his body. 

7+ From the Sixteenth of this Month alfy 
to the end of it, we ufea bright brown, the 
dubbing for which, is tobe had out of a Skin. 
ners Lime-pits, and of the hair of an abortive 
Calf, which the lime will turn to be bright 
as to thine like Gold, for the wings of this Flic 
the feather ofa brown Hen isbeft s which Flic 
is alfo taken till the tenth of April. 


April. 


All the fame Hackles, and Flies that were 
taken inMarch will be taken in this Month alfo, 
with this diftinction only concerning the F lies, 
that all the browns be lapt with red tilk,and the 
~ Duns with yellow. 

1. Tothefeafmall bright brown, made of 
Spaniels fur, with a light grey wing; in a 
pright day, anda clear water is very well tae 

en. . 

2. We have too a little dark brown,the dub- 
bing of that colour, and fome violet Camlet 
mixt, and the wing of the grey feather of a 
Mallard. 

3. From 


. The Compleat Aneier, 61 


“From the fixth of this Month to the 
h, we have alfo a Flie call’d the violet Flie, 

le of adark violet ftuff, with the wings of 
prey feather of a Mallard. 

, About the twelfth of this Month comes 
the Flie call’d the whirling Dun, which is 
mevery day about the mid time of day all 
Month through, and by fits from thence to 
end of June, and is commonly made of 
down of a Fox Cub, which is of an Afh 
yur at the roots; next the skin, and ribb’d 
at with yellow filk, the wings ‘of the pale 
y feather of aMallard. 

. There is alfo a yellow Dun, the dubbing 
Zamels hair, and yellow Camlet, or wool 
tt, and a white grey wing, 

§. There is alfo this Month another little 
wn, befides that mention’d before, made 
h a very flender body, the dubbing of dark 
wn, and violet Camlet mixt, and a grey 
ig 3 which though the dire@tion for the ma« 
: be near the other, is yet another Flie, 
| will take when the other will not, efpe- 
ly inabright day, anda clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this Month comes 
aPlie call’d the Horfe-flefh Flie, the dub- 
ig Of which is a blew Mohair , with pink 
jur’d,and red Tammy mixt,a light colour’d 
ie, and adark brownhead. This flie is ta- 
beft in an Evening, and kills from two 
PR hours 
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hours before Sun fet till twilight, and is tak, 
the Month thorough. . 


My). 


4 


And now Sir, that we are entring into the 
Month of May, I think it requifite to beg nog 
only your attention ; but alfo your beft pati 
ence ; forI muft now bea little tedious with 
you, and dwell upon this Month longer thay 
ordinary ; which that you may the better ep. 
dure, I muft tell you, this Month deferyes ~ 
and requires to be infifted on, for as much ag 
it alone, andthe next following afford more 
pleafure to the Flic-Angler, than all the refts 
and here it is that you are to expeé an account 
of the Green Drake, and ftone-flie, pro. 
mis*d you fo long ago, and fome others that 
are peculiar to this Month, and part of the 
Month following, and that ( though not fo 
great either in bulk, or name ) doyet fiand in — 
competition with the two before named, and 
fo, thatit is yet undecided among ft the Anglers 
to which of the pretenders to the Title of the 
‘May-flie, it does properly, and duly belong, 
. neither dare I ( where fo many of the learned 
inthis Art of Angling are got in difpute about 
‘the controverlic ) take upon me to determines 
but I think I ought to have a vote amongtft 


them, and according to that priviledg, fhall 
give 
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ou my free opinion, and peradventure 
{1 have told you all, you may incline to 

¢ me in the right. ; 

gt. 1 have fo great a deference to your 

ment in thefe matters, that I muft always 

f your opinion ; and the more you fpeak, 
fatter 1 grow tomy attention, for I can 

¢ be weary of hearing you upon this Sub- 


ife. Why that’s encouragement enough; 
now prepare your felf for a tediousLc@ures 
will firft begin with the flies of lef efteem 
pugh almoftany thing will take a Trout in 
}) that Imay afterwards infift the longer 
n thofe of greater note, and reputation; 
w therefore that the firft flie we take notice 
n this Month, is call’d the Turky-flie, 
i? r 
The dubbing ravell’d out of fome blew ftuff, 
lapt about with yellow filk,the wings of a 
y Mallards feather. 

. next a great Hackle; or Palmer-flie, 
h a yellow body ribb’d with Gold twift, 
large wings of a Mallards feather dyed 
Ow, with a red Capons Hackle over 


| Then a black flie, the dubbing ofa black 
tiels fur, and the wings of a grey Mallards 


, After that alight brown with a flender 
body, 
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body, the dubbing twirl’d upon {mall req fill, 
and rais’d with the pointof aneedle, that 4,2 
ribs or rows of filk may.appear through th 
wings of thegrey feather of a Mallard. ' 

5- Nexta little Dun,the dubbing of a Beats 
dun whirl’d upon yellow filk, the wings of the 
grey feather of a Mallard. 

6. Then a white Gnat, witha pale win 
and a black head. 8 

7. There is alfo this Month a flie call’d the 
Peacock-flie, the body made of a whirl of g 
Peacocks feather, with ared head, and Wings 
of a Mallards feather. 

8. We have then another very killing flie. 
known by the name of the Dun-Cut, the dub. 
bing of which is a Bears dun, with a little 
blew, and yellow mixt with it, a large dun 
wing, and two horns at the head, made of the 
hairs of a Squirrels tail. 

9. The next is the Cow-Lady, a little flie, 
the body of a Peacocks feather, the wing of a 
red feather, or ftrips of the red hackle of a 
Cock. 

10. We have then the Cow-turd flies the 
dubbing light brown, and ycllow mixt, the 
wing the dark grey feather of a.Mallard. And 
note that befides thefe abovementioned,all the 
fame Hackles and Flies,the Hackles only bright- 
er, and the Flies {maller, that are takea in 
April, will alfo be taken this Month, as a 

a 


7 
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Browns, and Duns: and now I come to 
Stone-Flie, and Green-Drake, which are 
Matadores for Trout and Grayling, and in 
c feafon kill more Fith in our Derbyfhire 
ers, than all the reft paft, and to come, in 
whole Year befides. 

ut firfti am to tell you, that we have four 
sral flies which contend for the Title of the 
y-Flic, namely, 


The Green-Drake, 

The Stone-Flie, 

The Black Flie,and 

The little yellow May-Flie, 


And all thefe have their Champions and 
yocates to difpute,and plead their priority 5 
ugh do not underftand why the two laft 
ned fhould; the firft two having fo mani- 
ly the advantage, both in their beauty, and 


‘wonderful execution they do in their fea- 


. Of thefe the Green-Drake comes in a- 
it the twentieth of this Month, or betwixt 
t, and the latter end ( for they are fome- 
\es fooner, and fometimes later according to 
: quality of the Year ) but never well taken 
[towards the end of this Month, and the 
inning of Fune. The Stone-Flic comes 
ch fooner, fo early as the middle of Aen : 

F us 
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butis never well taken till towards the mj 
dle of May, and continues to kill much lonpe,. 
than the Green-Drake ftays with us,fo lon 

to the end almoft of Funes and indeed, lone 
as there are any of them to be {een upon the 
water 3 and fometimes in an Artificial Flie,ang 
lateat night, or before Sun rife ina merning, 
longer. 

Now both thefe Flies ( and I believe many 
Others, though I think not all ) are certainly 
and demontftratively bred in the very Rivers 
where they are taken, our Caddis or Cod-bait 
which lye under ftones in the bottom of the 
water, moft of them turning into thofe two 
Flies, and being gather’d in the husk, or cruf, 
near the time of their maturity, are very eafi} 
known, and diftinguifht, and are of al! other 
the moft remarkable, both for their fize, ag 
being of all other the biggeft ( the fhorteft of 
them being a full inch long, or more ) and for — 
the execution they do, the Trout, and Gray- 
ling being much more greedy of them, thanof 
any others; and indeed the Trout never feeds 
fat, nor comes into his perfect feafon, till thefe 
Flies come in. 

Of thefe the Green-Drake never difclofes 
from his husk, till he be firft there grown to 
full maturity, body, wings, andall, and then 
he creeps out of his cell, but with his wings 
fo crimpt, and ruffled, by being preft together 

ate in 
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hat narrow room, that they are for fome 
ss totally ufelefsto him, by which means 
scompelled either to creep upon the flags, 
yes, and blades of grafs ( if his firft rifing 
m the bottom of the water be near the banks 
the River ) till the Air, and Sun, ftiffen and 
oth them! or if his firft appearance above 
er happen to be in the middle, he then 
‘upon the furface of the water like a Ship at 
ll ¢ for his feet are totally ufelefS to him 
fe, and he cannot creep upon the water as 
§ ftone-Flie can ) untill his wings have got 
nels to fly with,if by fome Trout, or Gray- 
phe be not taken in the interim ( which ten 
gne he is.) and then his wings ftand high, 
clos’d exact upon his back, like the But« 
fly, and his motion in flying, is the fame. 
‘Body is infome of a paler, in others of a 
ker yellow ( for they are not all exaétly of 
our ) rib’d with rows of green, long,flen- 
f, and growing fharp towards the tail, at 
} end of which he has three long fmall 
isks of a very dark colour, almoft black, 
| his tail turns up towards his back like a 
allard, from whence queftionlefs he has his 
me of the green-Drake. Thefe ( as I think 
bid you before _) we commonly dape, or 
ble with, and having gather’d great ore 
hem into a long draw box, with holes in 
6Cover to givethem Air ¢ where alfo 
Bi F 2 wi 
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will continue frefh, and vigorous a night 3 
more ) we take them out thence by the winpe 
and bait them thus upon the Hook. We tee 
take one) for we commonly Fith with two 9 

them at a time ) and putting the point of ¢h 

Hook into the thickeft part of his Body under 
one of his wings, run it dire¢tly through ang 
out at the other fide, leaving him {pitted crog 
upon the Hook, and then taking the-other, Put 
him on after the fame manner, but with hig 
head the contrary way, in which pofture the 

will live upon the Hook, and play with their 
wings for a quarter of an hour, or more: byt 
you muft havea care to keep their wings dry 
both from the water, and alfo that your fingers 
be not wet when you take them out to bait 
them ; for then your bait is fpoil’d. 

Having now told you how to Angle with 
this Flic alive ; I am now to tell you next, 
how to make an Artificial Flie, that will {o per- 
feGly refemble him, as to be taken ina rough 
windy day, when no Flies can lye upon the wa- 
ter 5 nor are to be found about the Banks and 
fides of the River, to a wonder, and with 
which you fhall certainly kill the beft Trout, 
and Grayling in the River. 

The Artificial Green-Drake then is made 
upon alarge Hook, the Dubbing, Camels hair, 
bright Bears hair, the foft down that is comb’d 

_ from a Hogs briftles, and yellow Camlet well 
mixt 
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together, the body long, and ribb’d a- 
. with green filk, or rather yellow waxt 
hgreen-wax, the whisks of the tail of the 
shairs of fables, or fitchet, and the wings 
the white grey feather of a Mallard dyed 
low, which alfo is tobe dyed thus. 

‘ake the root of a Barbary Tree, and (have it, 
put to it Woody vif, with as much Alum as 
falnut,and boyl your feathers in it with Rain 
yer; and they will be of a very fine yel- 


[ have now done with the Green-drake ex- 
iting to tell you, that he is taken at all hours 
sing his feafon, whilft there is any day upon 
sSky and with a made Flic, once took,ten 
¢ after he was abfolutely gone, ina Cloudy 
y, after a fhowr, and ina whiftling, wind, 
fe and thirty very great Trouts,and Graylings 
twixt five, and cightof the Clock in the E- 
ping, and had no Iefs than five, or fix Flies 
three good hairsa piece taken from me 
defpite of my heart, befides. 

12. I fhould now come next to the Stone- 
, but there is another Gentleman in my 
y: that muft of neceffity come inbetween, 
d that is theGrey-Drake,which in all fhapes, 
ad dimenfions is perfectly the fame with 
other, but quite almoft of another colour, 
ing of a paler, and more livid yellow, and 
een, and ribb’d with black quite down his 
as B3 body, 
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body, with black fhining wings , and % di 
Phanous and tender, cob-web like, that thal 
are of no manner of ufe for Daping; but com 
in, and are taken after the Green-Drake 
and in an Artificial Flie Kill very well, which 
Flie is thus made, the Dubbing of the downo¢ 
a Hogs briftles, and black Spaniels fur mixt 
and ribb’d down the body with black filk, the 
whisks of the hairs of the beard of ablack Cat 
and the wings of the black grey feather of 4 
Mallard. 

And now I come to the Stone-Flie, but am 
afraid I have already wearied your patience 
which if I have, 1 befeech you freely tell me fo, 
and I will defer the remaining inftruGions for 
Flie-Angling till fome other time. 
~ Viat, No truly Sir, Ican never be weary 
of hearing you- bucif you think tit, becaufe J 
am afraid I am too troublefom, to refreth your 
felf with a glafs, and apipe ; you may after- 
wards proceed,andI fhall be exceedingly pleas’d 
to hear you, 

' Pife.. I thank you Sir for that motion; for — 

belicveme I amdry with talking, Here Boy, 

_ give us herea Bottle, and aGlaf$ ; and Sir, 
‘my fervice to you,and toall our Friends in the 
outh. 

Viat, Your Servant Sir, and Vle pledg you 
as heartily 3 for the good powder’d beef I eat at 
Dinner, or fomething elfe,has made cinch 
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CHAP, VIII. . 


TIAT. So,Sir, 1am now ready for ano- 
ther Leffon fo foon as you pleafe to give 


Pife. and I,Sir, as ready to give you the beft 
gn. Having told you the time of the Stone- 
s coming in, and that heis bred of a Cad- 
in the very River where he is taken, I am 
tto tell you, that 
3. This fame Stone-Flie has not the patience 
sontinue in his Cruft, or Husk till his wings 
full grown; but fo foon as ever they begin 
“put out, that he feelshimfelf ftrong ( at 
hich time we call hima Jack ) {queezes him- 
fout of Prifon, and crawls to the top of fome 
me, where if he can find a chink that will 
seive him, or can creep betwixt two ftones, 
gone lying hollow upon the other ( which, 
rthe way, we alfo. lay fo purpofely to find 
em ) he there lurks till his wings be full 
own, and there is your only place tofind him 
id from thence doubtlefs he derives his name) 
jough, for want of fuch convenience, he will 
lake fhift with the hollow of aBank , or any 
ther place where the wind cannot come to 
ttch him off. His body is long, and pretty 
hick, and as broad at the tailalmoft, asin the 
; F 4 mid 
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middle; his colour a very fine brown, rib}s 
with yellow, and much yellower on the bel 
than the back, he has two or three whisks ally 
at the tag of his tail, and two little horns Upo, 
: mes n 
his head, ‘his. wings, when full gtown, ate 
double, and flat down his back of the fame 
colour, but rather darker than bis body , ap 
longer than it 3 though he makes but little ufe 
of them, for you (hall rarely fee him flyin 
though often {wimming , and padling with 
feveral feet he has under his belly upon the wa. 
ter, without ftirring awing: but the Drake 
will mount Steeple height into the Air, though 
he is to be found upon flags and grafs too, and 
indeed every where high and low, near the 
River; there being fo many of them in their 
feafon,as were they not a very inoffenfive infeg, . 
would look like a Plague; and thefe Drakes 
(fince I forgot to tell you before, I will tel] 
you here ) are taken by the Fith to that ine 
credible degree, that upon. a calm day you fhall 
fee the ftilldeeps continually all. over circles by 
the Fithes rifing, who will gorge themfelves 
with thofe Flies, till they purge again out of 
their Guills ; and the Trouts are at that time 
fo lufiy and ftrong, that one of eight, or ten 
inches long, will then more firuggle, and tug, 
and more endanger your Tackle, than one — 
twice as big in winter: but pardon this digrefli- 
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is Stone-flie then we dape or dibble with 
h the Drake, but with this difference , 
whereas the green-Drake is common both 
eam and ftill, and to all hours of the day, 
eldome dape with this but in the ftreams, 
jna whiftling wind a made Flie inthe deep 
ter, and rarely, but early and late, it not 
gfo proper for the mid-time of the day 5 
igh a great Grayling will then take it very 
ina fharp fiream , and here and there a 
mit too : but much better toward 8.9,10.0r 
enof the clock at night, at which time 
the beft Fith rife, and the latter the better, 
vided you can fee your Flie, and when you 
ot, a made Flic will murder, which is to 
nade thus : The dubbing of bears dun with 
tle brownand ycllow Camlet very well 
gt; but fo plac’d that your Flie may be moze 
ow on the belly and towards the tail under- 
ythan in any other part, and you are to 
e two or three hairs of ablack Cats beard 
the top of the hook in your arming,,foas to 
furn’d up,when you warp on your dubbing, 
to ftand almoft upright,and ftaring one from 
ither,and note that your Flie is to be ribb’d 
th yellow filk, andthz wings long, and very 
ge, of the dark grey feather of a Mal- 
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14. The next May-Flie is the black Flie 
made withablack body of the whirle of a 
Oftridg-feather, rib’d with filver twit, and tin 
black hackle of a Cock over all 3 and is 4 kil. 
ling Flie,but not to be nam’d with either of the 
other. 

15- Thelaft May-Flie (thatis of the four 
pretenders ) is the little yellow May-Flie sit 
fhape exactly the fame with the green Drake 
but a very little one,and of as bright a yellow 
as can be feens which is made of a bright yel- 
low Camlet, and the wings of a white grey 
feather died yellow. 

16. The laft Flie for this month(and which 
continues all Fune,though it comes in the mid. 
dle of May ) is the Flie called the Camlet-Flie, 
in thape like a moth with fine diapred, or wa. 
ter-wings,and with which (as I told yoube. 
fore) I fometimes ufed to dibble; and Gray- 
ling will rife mightily at it.But the artificial Flie_ 
(which is only in ufe amongft our Anglers) is 
made of a dark brown fhining Camlet, rib’d 
Over with avery fimall light green filk, the 
wings of the double grey feather of a Mallard; 
and ’tisa killingFlie for {mall Fifhyand fo much 
for May, — 


June 


June. 


som the firft to the four and twentieth the 
m-Drake and Stone-Flie are taken (as 4 
| you before. ) 

«From the twelfth to the four and twenti- 
late at night is taken a Flie,called the Owl- 
, the dubbing of a white Weefel’s tail,and 
lite Grey wing, 

; We have then another Duwne, call’d the 
fie, fromit’s yefty colour, the dubbing 
he fur of a yellow dun Cat, and a grey 
ig of a Mallards feather. 

. We have alfo a hackle with a purple bo- 
, whipt about with a red Capons fea- 


. As alfo a gold twift Hackle with a purple 
y» whipt about witha red Capons fea- 


Tothefe we have this month a Fleth-flie, 
dubbing of a black Spanie!s furre,and blew 
I mixt, and a grey wing. : 
 Alfo another little flefh-flie, the body 
le of the whirle of a Peacocks feather, and 
wings of thegrey feather of a Drake. 

We have then the Peacock-flie, the body 
“wing both made of the feather of that 


$.There 
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8. There is alfo the flying Ant, or Ant.g:, 

the dubbing of brown and red Camlet mi, ‘ 
with alight grey wing. 4 

9. We have likewife a brown Gnat, wit, 
very flender body of brown and violet Camlet 
well mixt, anda light grey wing. 

10. And another little black Gnat,the dy}. 
bing of’ black mohair, and a white Grey 
wing. 

11. Asalfoagreen Grathopper,the dubbing: 
of green and yellow Wool mixed, rib’d bal 
with green Silk, anda red Capons feather ove, 
all. 

12. And laftlya littledun Grathopper, the 
body flender made of a dun Camlet, and a dun: 
hackle at the top ; 
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July. 


sirft all the {mall flies that were taken’ in 
e, are alfo taken in this month. 

We have then the Orange Flie, the dub- 
5 of Orange Wool, and the wing ofa black 


., Alfoalittle white dun, the body made 
white Mohair,and the wings blew of a He- 
s feather. 
», We have likewife this month aWafp-flie, 
decither of a dark brown dubbing,or elfe the 
te of ablack Cats tail, ribb’d about with 
ow filk, and the wing of the grey feather 
a Mallard. 
4, Another flie taken this month is a black 
wckle, the body made of the whirle of a 
acock’s feather , and a black hackle feather 
the top. 
§- We have alfo another made of a Pea- 
cks whirle without wings. 
6. Another flie alfo is taken this month 
‘d the fhel-flic,the dubbing of yellow-green 
rey Wool, and a little white Hoggs hair 
ixt , which I call the Palm-flie, and do be- 
eve it is taken for a Palm, that drops off the 
llows intothe water 5 for this flie I hate 
een 
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, feen Trouts take little pieces of mofs, as ¢}, 
have {wam down the River, by which] cout 
clude that the beft way to hit the right coloy 
is to compare your dubbing with the Mok 
and mix the colours as near as you can. : 

7+ There is alfo taken this month a black 
blew Dun,the dubbing of the furre of a black 
Rabbet mixt witha little yellow, the wings of 
the Feather of a blew Pigeons wing.- 


. 


Auguf. : 


The fameFlies with July. . 

1. Then another Art-flice, the dubbing of 
the black brown hair of a Cow,fome red warpt 
in for the Tagg of his tail, and a dark wing,a 
killing, flie. 

2. Next a flie call’d the Fern-flie, the dub. 
bing of the fur of a Hares neck, that is of the 
colourof Fearn, or Brackin, with a darkith 
grey wing of a Mallards feather, a killer 
too. 

3+ Befides thefe we have a white Hackle,the 
body of white Mo-hair, and wrapped about 
with a white Hackle Feather, and this is affu- 
tedly taken for Thiftle-down. 


“4. We 


g 
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We have alfo this month a Harry-long- 
the body made of Bears dun, and blew 
yl mixt, and a brown hackle Feather over 


fly in this month all the fame browns 
duns are taken, that were taken in 


September. 


nis month the fame Flies are taken, that 
aken in April. 

To which I fhall only add aCamel-brown 
‘the dubbing pull’d out of the lime of a 
| whipt about with red Silk, and a 
ith grcy Mallards feather for the 


_ And one other for which we have no 
6; but it is made of the black hair of 
dgers skin mixt with the yellow fofteft 
nof a fanded Hog. 


OGober. 
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Oétober. 


The fame Flies are taken this month > that 


were taken in March. 


Novemb. 


The fame Flies that were taken in February, 
are taken this month alfo. 


December. 


Few men angle with the Flie this month, no 
more than they doin Fanuary: but yet if the 
weather be warm (as I have known it fome- 
times in my life tobe, even in this cold Coun- 
try where it is leaft expected) then a brown 
that looks red in the hand, and yellowith be 
twixt your eye and the Sun, will both raife 
and kill ina clear water, and free from fnow- 
broth : but at the beft tis hardly worth a man’s 
labour. 


And 
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And now Sir, I have done with Flie-fihing, 
angling at the top , excepting once more to 
you, thatof all thefe (and I have named 
agreat many very killing flies ) none are fit 
be compared with the Drake and Stone-flie, 
th for many and very great fithsand yet there 
fome daies, that are by no means proper for 
sfport, and inacalm you hall not have near 
| much {port even with daping, as in a whift- 
ng gale of wind, for two reafons, both be= 
ule you are not then fo eafily difcovered by 
sfith, and alfo becaufe there are then but 
w flics can lye upon the water ; for where 
ey have fo much choice, you may eafily ima- 
ine they will not be fo eager and forward 
rife at a bait , that both the fhadow of your 
\dy , and that of your Rod, nay of your 
ryline , in ahot calmday will, in fpite of 
ar beft caution , render fufpeéted to them: 
teventhen,in {wift ftreams, or by fitting 
wn patiently behind a willow bufh, you thall 
more execution than at almoft any other 
ine of the year with any other flie,though one 
ay fometimes hit of a day, when he fhall 
me home very well fatistied with fport with 
eral other Flies: but with thefe two,the 
en Drake and the Stone-flie, I do verily 
eve I could fome daies in my life, had I not 
en weary of flaughter,have loadena lufty boy, 
id have fometimes,I do honeftly affure you, 
ae G given 


fport, which willbe no hard matter to believe 
> 
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given over upon the meer account of faticty of 


when I likewife affure you, that with this very 
flic , I have in this very River that runs by us 
in three or four hours taken thirty , five ang 
thirty,and forty of the beft Trouts in the Rj. 
ver. What {kame and pity is itthen, tha 
fucha River fhould be deftroyed by the bafeg 
fort of people, by thofe unlawful ways of fire 
and netting in the night, and of dammin 
groping, {pearing, hanging and hooking by 
day , which are now grown fo common, that 
though we have very good Laws to punith 
fuch Offenders, every Rafcal does it, for ought 
I fee,impune. 

To conclude, I cannot now in honefty but 
frankly tell you,that many of thefe flies I have 
nam’d, at-leaft fo made as we make them here, 
will peradventure do you no grcat fervice in 
your Southern Rivers , and will not conceal 
from you, but that I have fent flies to feveral 
friends in Loudox , that for ought Icould ever © 
hear, never did any great feats with them, and 
therefore if you intend to profit by my inftru- 
Gtions, you mult come to angle with me here in 
thePeaksand f0,if you pleafe, let us walk up to 
Supper, and to morrow, if the day be windy, 
as our daies here commonly are, *tis ten to one 
but we {hall take a good dith of fith for din- 
nets | 


a 


Be CHARS 


ISC..A good day to you,Sirs I fee you will 
_ alwaies be ftirring before me, ae 
Viat. Why, to tell you the truth, I a ip 
gr'd with the {port 1 had yefterday, that 
ng, to be at. the River again,and when 1 heard 
wind {ing in my Chamber, window, could 
bear no longer , but leap out of bed, ai 

j jut made an end of drefling my (elf, as 
ucameé in. Smoonnaete 
Pife, Well, am both glad yoware fo ready 
‘the day , and that the day is fofitfor you, 
dlook youl have made you three or four 
ies this morning , this filver twitt hackle,this 
ars dun,this light brownand this dark brown, 
y of which I dare fay will do 5 but you may 
sthemall, and fee which docs beft, only 
aft ask your pardon that I cannot wait upon 
mu this Morning, a little bufinefs being fal’n 
it, that for two or three hours, will deprive 
eof your Company : but Ite come call you 
e to dinner, and my man (hall attend 


Viat. Ob Sir, mind your affairs by all means, 
but lend me a little of your skill to thefe 
ae flies , and,unlefs it have forfaken me fince 
fterday,1 fhall tind luck of my own I hope to 
© fomething, G2 Pife, 


Pife. The beft Inftruction I can give you; 
that, feeing the wind curles the water, ang 
blows the right way, you would now angle y 
the ftilldeeptodays for betwixt the Rock, 
where the ftreams are , you would find it now 
too brisk , and befides I would have you take : 
fifh in both Waters. ‘ 
~" Viat. V’le obey your Direction, and {0 g 
good morning to you. Come young man, |e 
you andI walk together. But heark you, Si, — 
have not done vvith you yet 3 1 expe ano. 
ther Leffon for angling at the bottom, in the 
afternoon. 

Pifc, Well, Sir, Vle be ready for you. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X% 


yISC. Oh Sir,are you return’d ? you have 
~ but jut prevented me. I was coming to 
] you. 

Viat.1 am glad thenI have fay’d you the 
bour. 

‘Pifc.And how have you fped. 

Viat. You thal fee that, Sir, prefently, look 
1 Sir,here - three * brace of » Seok IR 
puts, one of them the biggeft Hye; 
‘one, that ever I kill’d ah a a aclaet 
sin mylife, and yet I lofta 

ager than that, with my Flie to boo’t, and 
re are three Graylings, and one of them lon- 
by fome inches than that I took yefterday, 
d@ yet I thought that a good one too, 

Pifc. Why you have made a pretty good 
prnings work on’t, and now Sir, what think 
uu of our River Dove ? 

Viat. I think itto be the beft Trout River 
E gland ; ; and am fofar inlove with it, 
tif it were mine , and that I could keep it 
my felf, 1 would not exchange that water, 
all the Landit runs over. to be totally de- 
tr’d from’t. 


G 3 Pifc. 


Fhe Cor Pat 


Pife, That Complement to the River, fpeaks _ 
you atrue lover of the Art of angling: And 


- now, Sir,to make part of amends for fendin 


you fo uncivilly out alone this Morning, I wijj 
iy felf'drefs pou this dith of fihh for your din. 
fier, walk bucinto.the parlour , you will fing 
one Book or other in the window, to enter. 
tain youthe while, and you fhall have it pre. 
fently. 
_ Viat. Well Sirs} obey you. i 

2 Bis Look you Sir, have I not made 
hatte ?. 

~Viat. Believe me Sir, that you have, and it 
Jooks fowell , L long tobe at it.- 

Pifc, Fall too then 5 ‘now Sir what fay you! 

at Ia tolerable Cook or no ? 
~ Viat So good a-one, that 1 did never eat fo 
good Fifhiin my ‘lifes’ This Fifh is inhnitely 
better , than“any 1 ever ‘talted ‘of the kind in 
my life’ *Tis ‘quite another thing, than our 
Trouts about ‘Lotdon. #108 
_ Pife.You would fay fo,if that Trout you eat 
Of were in‘ right feafon: but: pray cat of the 
Grayling,- which upon my word at this time, 
isby much the better Fifh. 

Viet. In earneft, and fo it is: ‘and 1 have 
‘one ‘requeft toémake to you, which is, 
‘that as you have taught me to catch Trout and 
Grayling, ‘you will now teach me how to drefs 
them ds thefe are dreft, which queftionlefs is 
‘of all other'the beft way. Pifts 
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Pife. That 1 will Sir, with all my heart,and 
n glad you likethem fo well, as to make that 
geft, and they are dreft thus. 


‘Dake your Trout, wafh, and dry him with a 
lean Napkin ; then open bim, and having taken 
gt his guts, and all the blood, wipe him very 
lean within, but wah him not, and give him 
pee fcotches with a Knife to the bone on one fide 
gly. After which take aclean Kettle, and put 
yas much bard ftale Beer ( but it muft not be 
ad) Vinegar, and a little Whitewine, and 
Vater, a will cover the Fil you intend to boyl 5 
len throw into the Liquor a good quantity of 
alt, the Rind of a Lemon, abandful of flic’t 
forfé-Radifh root, with a bandfom little fagot 
* Rofemary, Time, and Winter-Savory. Then 
# your Kettle upon a quick fire of wood, and 
Ht your Liquor boyl up to the height before you 
Wt in your Fifh, and then, if there be many, 
iat them in one by one, that they may not fo cool 
be Liquor, as to make it fall 5 and whilft your 
lih is boyling, beat up the Butter for your Sawce 
ba Ladle full or two of the Liquor it is boy- 
ing in, and being bayld enough, immediately 
lour the Liquor fromtbe Fifh, and being laid 
t@ Dib, pour your Butter upon it, and ftrew- 
ig it plentifully over with fhav'd Horfe-Raddifh, 
alittle pounded Ginger, garnifh your fides 
f your Difh, and the Fi it felf with a flict 
x G4 Lemon 


eee el 
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U 


Lemon, or two, and ferve it up. A Graylin 
isalfo to be dreft exadtly after the fame mannee 
faving that he is tobe fcal’d, whicha Troy 
~ never is: and that muft be done either with’ 
ones nails, or very lightly and carefully with 
a Knife for bruifing the Fifh. And note, that 
; thefe kinds of Fifh, a Trout efpecially, if he 
is not eaten within four, or five hours after he 
be taken, is worth nothing, 

Burcome Sir, [fee you have din’d,and there. 
fore if you pleafe we will walk down again to 
the little Houfe, and there 1 will read you 

- Le&ture of Angling at the bottom, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Xi. 


7 IAT. So Sir,Now we are here, and fet: 

__ let me have my inttructions for Angling 
Trout, and Grayling at the bottom; which 
gh not fo cafy, fo cleanly,nor (as *tis faid) 
Gentile a way of Fifhing, as witha Flie; 

t (if I miftake not) a good holding way 
takes Fifh when nothing elfe will. 

“fc. Youare in the right, it does fo: anda 
am is fo {ure a bait at all times,that,cxcepting 
(Flood, I would I had laid thoufand pounds 
J Kill’d Fith more, or lefs with it, Win- 
or Summer every day throughout the Year; 
edays always cxcepted, that, upon amore 
gus account always ought fo to be, But 

longer to delay you, I will begin, and tell 

, that Angling at the bottomis alfo com- 

aly of two forts (and yet there is a third 

'of Angling with a Ground-bait, and to 

| great ctfe¢t tco, as fhall be faid hereafter ) 

cl 


By Hand: 
or, 
With a Cork, or Float. 


That we call Angling by hand is of three | 
forts. 

The firft with a line about half the length of 
the Rod, a good weighty plum,and three hairs 
next the Hook, which we call aranning Line, 
and with one large Brandling, or a dew-worm 
‘of a moderate {ize, or two fmall ones of the | 
firft, or any other fort, proper for a Trout, of 
which my Father Walton has already given - 
you thenames, and fav’d mea labour 5 or in- 
deed almoft any worm whateversfor ifa Trout 
be in the humour to bite, it muft be fucha 
worm asI never yet faw, that he will refufe; 
and if you Fith with two, you are then to bait 
your hook thus. You are firftto run the point 
_ of your hook ‘in at the very head of your firk ; 
worm, and fodown through his body till it be 
paft theknot, and then let it out, and {trip the 
worm above the arming (that you may not 
bruife it with your fingers ) till you have put 
onthe other by running the point of the Hook 
in below the knot, and upwards through bis 
body towards his head tillit be but juft cover 

wi 


1 the head, which being done, you are 
ito flip the firft. worm down over the ar- 
again, tillthe knots of both worms meet 
ether. 

Phe fecond way of Angling by hand, and 
ha running Line, is with a Line fomethi 

per than the former, and with Tackle made 
this fame manner. At the utmoft extre= 
of your Line, where the Hook is always 
2d in all other | ways of Angling, you ate 
ave a large Piftol, or Carabine Bullet, into 
h the end of your Line is to be falined 
ja Peg, or Pin even and clofe with the Bul- 
and about half a foot above that, a branch 
Line, of two, or three handfuls long $ or 
e, fora {wilt ftream, with a Hook at the 
thereof baited with fome of the forenamed 
ms, and another half foot above that ano- 
‘axm’d, and baited after the fame manner 3 
with another fort of worm, without any 
it allabove: by which means you will al- 
$ certainly find the true bottom in all 
is,which with the Plums upon your Line 
you can never do, but that your bait muft 
ys drag whilft you are founding ( which 
is way of Angling mutt be continually ) 
hich means you are like to have more trou- 
and peradventure worfe fuccefS. And 
thefe ways of Angling at the bottom are 
Proper for adark, and muddy water, by 
_ reafon 
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reafon that in fach acondition of the ftream 
a Man may ftand as near as hewill, and neith 
his own fhadow 3 nor the roundnefs of ry 
Tackle will hinder his {port. 7 
The third way of Angling by hand with. 
Ground-bait,and by much the beftof all other, 
is, witha Line full as long, or ayard and half 
longer than your Rod, with no more than on 
hair next the hook,and for two or three lengthg 
above it, and no more than one {mall pellet of 
fhot for your plum, your Hook little, you, 
worms of the fmaller Brandlings very well 
fcour’d , and only one upon your hook at a 
time , which is thus to be baited. The point 
of your hook is to be put in at the very tage 
of ‘his tail , and run up his body quite over 
all the arming, and fiill ftript on an inch at leaft 
upon the hair, the head and remaining part 
hanging downward; and with this line and 
hook thus baited you are evermore to angle in 
the ftreams , always in a clear rather thana _ 
troubled water, and always up the River, flill 
cafting out your worm before you with a light 
one-handed Rod, like an artificial Flic, where 
it will be taken, fometimes at the top,or with 
ina very little of the Superficies of the water, 
and almoft always before that light plumb can 
fink it to the bottom, both by reafon of the 
ftream, and alfothat you mult always keep 


your worm in motion by drawing, {till back to- 
j wards: 


Pia 


ds you , asif you were angling with a flie; 
‘believe me, whoever will try it, thall find 
g the beft way of all other to angle with a 
rm, ina bright water efpecially; but then 
‘rod muft be very light and pliant, and very 
and finely made, which witha skilful hand 
1 do wonders, and in a clear ftream is un- 
abtedly the beft way of angling for a Trout, 
Grayling with a worm, by many degrees, 
tany man can make choice of, and of moft 
vand delight tothe Angler. To which let 
add, that if the Angler be of a conftitution 
will fuffer him to wade, and will flip in- 
he tail of a thallow ftream, tothe Calf of 
Tegor the knee, and fo keep off the bank, 
hall almoft take what fith he pleafes, 


The fecond way of angling at the bottom is 


» with a Cork or float 5 and that is alfo of 
» two forts. 


With a worm: 
or, 
With a Grub or Caddis. 


Nith a worm you areto have your line 
hin afoot, or a foot and half as long as 
tod, inadark water with two, or if you 
will 
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will with threesbut in a clear water never with 
above onchair next the hook, and two 
three for four or five lengths above it, and. 
worm of what fize you pleafe, your plume 
fitted to your Cork, your Cork to the conditi. 
on of the River(that is to the fwiftnefs or flows 
nef of it) and both, when the water is read 
clear,as:fine as you can ,. and then you are a . 
ver to bait with above one,of the leffer fort of 
Brandlingss .or, if they are very little ones in. 
deed,you may then bait with two after the man, 
ner before directed. so 
_ When you angle fora Trout , youareto do 
it as deep, that is, as near the bottom as you — 
can , provided your baitdg not drag, 5 ,orif it 
do,a Trout will fometimes take it in, that po. 
fture: if for a Grayling, you are then to fith. 
further from the bottom, he being afith that 
ufually fivims nearer to.the middle of the wa- 
ter,and lyes alwaies loofe ; or however is more 
apt to rife than a Trout, and more inclin’d to 
rife than to defcend even to a Ground- 
bait. ; 

with a Grubor Caddis, you arc to angle 
with the fame length of Lines ox if itbe all 
out as long as your Rod , tis not the worle, 
with never above on hair for two or three 
Jengths next the hook, and with the fmallel 
Cork, of float, and the leaft weight of  plut 
you can that will but fink, and that the ie 


} < 
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pof your fiream will allows which alfo 
gmay help , and avoid the violence of the 
trent, by angling in the returnes of aftream, 

le Eddies betwixt two ftreams, which 
yarethe moft likely places wherein to kill a 
hin a fiream, either at the top or bot- 


Of Grubs for a Grayling, the Ath-Grub, 
ich is plump, milk-white, bent round from 
d to tail , and exceeding tender with 4 red 
d; or the Dock worm, or Grub of a pale 
ow, longer, lanker, and tougher than the 
er, with rows of feet all down his belly , 
-ared head alfo are the beft, I fay for a 
yyling, becaufe, although a Trout will take 
h thefe(the Ath-Grub efpecially )yet he does 
‘do it fo freely as the other, and I have ufa- 
“taken ten Graylings for one Trout with 
t bait, though if a Trout come, I have ob- 
ed, that he is commonly a very good 


Phefe baits we ufually keep in Bran, in 
ch an A(h-Grub commonly grows tougher, 
will better endure baiting, though he is 
fo tender, that it will be neceffary to warp 
Piece of a ftiff hair with your arming, lea- 
sit ftanding out about a ftraw breadth at 
aad of your hook, fo as to keep theGrub 
er from flipping totally off when baited,or 
tat down to the point of the hook,by which 
E means 


Sagi? 


the hair that flands out to. hold it, by which 
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means your arming will be left wholly nakeg 
and bare , which is neither fo fightly, nor 6 
likely to be taken; though to help that (which _ 
will however very oft fall out) 1 always arm 
the hook I defign for this Bait with the white 
horfe-hair 1 can. chufe , which it {clf will re. 
femble , and fhine like that bait > and conf. 
quently will do more good , or lefs harm than 
an arming of any other colour. Thefe Grubs 
are to be baited thus, thehook is to be put in 
under the head or Chaps of the bait, and 
guided down the middle of the belly without 
fuffering itto peep out by the way( for then( the 
Ath-Grub efpecially). will iffue out water and 
milk, till nothing but the skin thal remain,and 
the bend of the hook will appear black through 
it till the point of your hook come fo low,that 
the head of your bait may reft, and ftick upon 


means it can neither flip of it felf 5 neither will 
the forceof the ftream, nor quick pulling out, 
upon any miftake, firip it off. 

Now the Caddis, or Cod-bait ( which isa 
fure killing bait, and for the moft part,by much, 
furer, than either of the other ) may be put 
upon the Hook, two or three together, and is 
fometimes (to very great effect ) joyn’d toa 
worm, and fometimes to an Artificial Flie to 
cover the point of the Hook 5 but is always to 


be Angled with at the bottom ( when by i felf 
elpt- 


ap-tr. The Compleat Angler. 
fs cially ). with the fineft Tackle ; and is if 


1] pores whatever, both for Trout, and Gray- 


here are feveral other baits befides thefe 
w I have nam’d you, which alfo do very 
sreat Cx¢cution at the bottom, and fome that 
repeculiar to certain Countries, and Rivers, 


ke his own obfervation: and fome others 
Ido not think fit to put you in mind of, 
scaufe I would not corrupt you, and would 
ive you, aSin all things elfe I obferve you'to 
ja.very chonefk Gentleman, a fair Angler. 
nd fo'much for the fecond fort of Angling for 
Prout at the bottom. 

Viat. But Sir, 1 befeech you give me leave 
ask you one queftion, Is there no art to be 
¥dto worms, to make them allure the Fith, 
id in a manner compel them to bite at the 


Pife. Not that I know ofs or didI know 
y fuch fecret, I would not ufe it my felf, and 
erefore would not teach it you. Though I 
ill not deny to you, that in my younger days, 
oe made tryal of Oyl of Ofpray,Oy] of Ivy, 
amphire, Affa-fetida, juice of Nettles, and 
yeraliother devices that I was taught by feve- 
l Anglers I met with, but could never find 
ny Bervantage by them ; and can {carce believe 

H there 


i times of the year, the moft holding bait of 


which every Angler may inhis own plate, 


> | Sie eee 


oe 
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there is any thing to be done that wa 5th 
I moft tell you Thce feen fome eh wheal 
thought went to work no more artificially than’ 
I, and have yet with the fame kind of worms 
I had, in my own fight taken five, and fome. 
timestenfor one. But we’l let that bufinefs a- 
lone if you pleafe 5,and becaufe we'have time 
enough , and that I would deliver you from 
the trouble of any more LeGtures, I will,if you 
pleafe, proceed to the laft way of angling for a 
Trout or Grayling, which is in the middle ; 
after which I (hall have no more to trouble you 
with. 
Vist. Tis no trouble,Sir,but the greateft fa. 
tisfaGtion that can be, and I attend you. 


CHAP. XI, 


ISC. Angling in the middle then for a 
f _ Trout or Grayling is of two forts. 


With a Pink or Minnow fora Trout: 
or, 


~ With a Worm, Grub or “cack fora 
- Grayling. 


of the firft,it is with a Minnow halfa foot, 
a fo ot within the $ uperficies of the water , 


x I fhall wholly refer you to Mr.Walton*s 
ection, who is undoubtedly the beft Angler 
tha Minnow in Exgland; only in plain 
th I donot approve of thofe baits he keeps 
It, unlefs where the Living ones are not 
fibly to be had (though I know he frequent- 
ills with them , and peradventure more, 
i with any other,nay I have feen him refufe 
Ving one for one of them) and much lefS of 
rtificial ones for though we doit with a 
Interfeit flie , me thinksit fhould hardly-be 
ed . that. a man fhould deceive a fith 


oe 2 thal! 
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to the reft that concerns this fortofan- - 
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fhall only add,and that out of my own experj. 
ence, that I do believe a Bull-head, with his 
Guill-fins cut off ( at fome times of the yeay 
efpecially ) to bea much better bait fora Trout 
thana Minnow, and a Loach much better than 
that, to prove which 1 fhall only tell you 
that [have much oftner taken Trouts with a 
Bullhead or'a Loach in their Throats(for there 
a Trout has queftionlefs his firft digeftion than 
a Minnow;, and that one day efpecially having 
Angled a good part of the day with a Minnow 
and that in as hopefula day, ands fita wa. 
ter, as could be witht for that purpofe, with. 
out raifing any one Fifth; 1 at laft fell to’t with 
the worm, and with that took fourteen ing 
very {hort fpace, among all which, there was 
not to my remembrance, fo much as one, that 
had not’ a) Loach, or two,,and fome of them 
three, four,five,and fix Loaches, in his throat 
and ftomach 3 from whence I.concluded, that 
had I Angled with that bait, Lhad made a no- 
table days. work of*t. 

__. But after allthere isa better, way of Angling 
with. a Minnow, than perhaps is fit either to 
‘teach or to pradtices. to which I fhall only 
add;that a’ Grayling will certainly rife at, and 
fometimes take a Minnow, though it will be 
hard to be believ’d by any.one, who fhall confi- 
der the littlenefs of that Fifhes mouth, very 
tinfit to take fo great‘a bait: but is affirm’d by 

many; 


_ 
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, that he will fometimes do it, and I my. 


ad ( which made it appear the more ftrange) 
¢ Grayling was not above eleven inches 


I muf here alfo beg leave of your Mafter, 
d mine, not tocontrovert, but to tell him; 
at I cannot confent to his way of throwing in 
‘Rod to an overgrown Trout,and afterwards 
covering his Fifth with his Tackle. For 
ough I am fatisfied he has fometimes done it, 
saufe he fays fo; yet I have found it quite 
herwife, and though Ihave taken with the 
mele, I may fafely fay, fome thoufands of 
routs in my life, my top never fnapt,though 
Line ftill continued faft to the remaining 
-of my Rod (by fome lengths of Line 
sP’d round about my top, and there faftned 
ith waxt filk, againit fuch an accident ) nor 
y hand never flackt, or flipt by any other 
hance, but I almoft always infallibly 
fi my Fith, whether great, or little, though 
y Hook came home again. And I have often 
yondred how a Trout thould fo fuddainly dif 
ngage himfelf from fo great a Hook, as that 
we bait with a Minnow, and fo deep bearded, 
§ thofe Hooks commonly are, when_I have 
wit H 3 feen 
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feen by the forenam’d accidents,or the flippin 
of a knot in the upper part of theLine, 5 
fuddain, and hard ftriking, that though the 
Line has immediately been recover’d, almog 
before it could beall drawn into the water, the 
Fifh clear’d, and gone ina moment. And yet 
to juftifie what he fays,I have fometimes known 
a Trout, having carried away a whole Line 
found dead three, or four days after with the 
Hook faft fticking in him: but then it is to be 
fappos’d he had gorg’d it, which a Trout wil] 
| do, if you be not too quick with him when he 
comes ata Minnow, as fare and much fooner 
thana Pike ; and I my felf have alfo, once, or 
twicein my life, taken the fame Fifh with m 
own Flie flicking in his Chaps,that he had taken 
from me the day before, by the flipping of a 
| Hook in the arming: but lam very confident 
a a Trout will not be troubled two hours with 
. ahy Hook, that has fo much as one handful of 
Line left behind with it, or that is not ftruck 
through a bone, if it be in any part of his 
mouth only ; nay, I do certainly know, that a 
Trout {0 foon’as ever he feels himfelf prickt, if 
he carries away the Hook, goes immediately 
tothe bottom, and will there root like a Hog 
upon the Gravel, till he either rub out, or 
break the Hook inthe middle. And fo much 
for this firft fort of Angling in the middle for a 
Trout. ' 


The 


——— 
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| The fecond way of Angling in the middle, \ 
s with a Worm, Grub, Caddis, or any q 
ther Ground-bait fora Grayling, and that is 
ith a Cork, and a foot from the bottem, 
. Grayling taking it much better there, than 
xt the bottom, as has been faid before s and 
his always in a clear water,and with the fineft 
'ackle. 

To which we may alfo, and vvith very 

food reafon, addthe third way of Angling 

yy hand with a Ground-bait, as a third 

yay of Fifhing in the middle , which is 
jommon to both Trout, and Grayling, and 

as | faid before ) the beft way of Angling 

with a Worm, of all other I ever try’d whate- 


To 

- And now Sir, I have faid all I can at 
prefent think of concerning Angling for a 
[rout and Grayling; and I doubt not, 
have tir’d you fufficiently: but 1 will give 
you no more trouble of this kind, whilft 
you ftay; vvhich 1 hope will be a good while 
longer. 

' Viat. That will not be above a day lon- 
ser; but if I live till May come twelve 
Month , you are fure of me again, either 
vvith my Matter Welton , or without 
him , and in the mean time fhall ac- 
quaint him how much you have made of 
me for his fake, and 1 hope he loves me 
H 4 well 


Pat enough i to thank you for it. 


‘ Pife: 1 fhall be glad Sir, of your goog 
Cotnpany atthe time you peak of and fhall 
be loath to part with you now 3 but when you 
tell me you muft go, I will then wait upon 
you more Miles on your way, thanI have 
tempted you out of it, and heartily with you a 
good Journey. 


FINIS. 


er iw ae 
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| my molt ELonoured Friend, 
“Charles Cotton, Efq; 


OU Now fee, I have return’d you, your 
very pleafant, and ufefuldifcourfe of the 
of Flie-Fifbing, Printed, juft as ’twas {ent 
; for I have been fo obedient to your 
es, as to endure all the praifes you 
€ ventur’d to fix upon me init. And, 
¢n I have thankt you for them, as the effeéts 
in undiffembled love: then, let me tell you 
, that I will really endeavour to live up to 
haracter you have given of me, if there 
no other reafon; yet for this alone, that 
, that love me fo well; and always think 
it you {peak, may not,for my fake,fuffer by 
ifiake in your Judgment. 

ndSir,J have ventur’d to filla part of your 
gin, by way of Paraphrafe, for the Rea- 
‘clearer underftanding, the fituation both 

lour Fifhing-Houfe, and the pleafantnefs of 
youdweil in. And I have ventur’d alfo 
We him a Copy of Verfes, that, you were 4 
pleas’d 
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i pleas’d to fend me, now fome Years paft , te 
f which, he may fee a good Picture of bot a 
4 
‘ 


and, fo much of your own mind too, as will f 
make any Reader that is bleft with a Gene. 
rons Soul, to love you the better. Tconfeg 
that for doing this, you may juftly Judg me tog 
bold : if you do, I will fay fo too: and { fy 
commute for my offence, that, though | }, 
more thana hundred Miles from you , and jp 
the eighty third Year of my Age, yet I wij] 
| forget both, and next Month begin a Pilgri. 
, mage tobeg your pardon, for, I would dye in 
your favour: and til] then will live. 


a 


a 


Sir, 


London, 4pri/. 
29th, 1676. 
. Your moft affeciionate 


Father and Friend, | 


Tzaak Walton 


_ 
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-ETIREMENT. 


| Stanzes Irreguliers 
4 TO 
Ar. IZAAK WALTON. 


\Arewell thon bufie World, and, may 
3 We never meet again : 

Here I caneat, and fleep, and pray, 
And do more good in one fhort day, 

Than be, who his whole Age out wears 
bon the molt confpicuous Theaters, 

bere nought, but vanity and vice appears. 


2. 


Good God! bow fweet are all things bere ! 
How beautiful the Fields appear ! 

How cleanly, do we feed and lye! 

Lord! what good hours do we keep ! 

____ How quietly we fleep! 

What peace, what unanimity! 

How innocent from the lewd fafhion, 

au our bufinef?, all our recreation! 


le A 
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‘ Ob, bow bappy bere’s our leafure ! 
, Ob, how innocent tr pleafure ! 
Ob, yeValleys, Ob ye Mountains ! 


Ob.ye Groves,and Chryftal Fountains, 
How I love at liberty, 
_ By turns, to. come and vifit ye! 


4. 
. 
Dear folitude, the Souls beft friend, . 


That Man, acquainted with bimfelf dot make, 
And, all bis makers wonders to intend, | 


: With thee, I here converfe at will, 
‘i And would be glad to do fo still, 
4 For, it is thou alone,that keep '{t the Soul awake, 
i, oy 
: How Calm, and quiet a delight, 
We Ts it, alone 
A To read, and meditate, and write + 
NG By none offended, and, offending none ? 
ah To walk, ride, fit, or fleep at ones own caf! 
: And, pleafing a Maus felf none other to dippleaft. 
be ; 
es Ob 


Ey Wey 
es! is 
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6. 


Ob my beloved Nymph fair Dove; 
Princefs of rivers, bow I love 
_ Upon thy flowry Banks to lye , 

- And view thy filver fiream, 
When guilded by aSummers beam! 
And init, all thy wanton fry 
Playing at liberty : 

And, with my Angle upon them 
. The all of treachery 
Lever learnt induftrionfly.to try. 


7. 


Such ftreams,Romes yellowT yber cannot flow, 
The Iberian Tagus or Ligurian Po ; 

The Maufe, the Danube, and the Rhine 
Are puddle water all,compar’d with thine : 
And Loyres pure fireams yet too polluted are 
4 With thine much purer to compare; 
“The rapid Garonne, and the winding Seine, 

Are both too mean 

Beloved Dove, with thee 
| To vie priority ; 
Nay, Tame aid Ifis, when conjoyn'd fubmit, 
And lay their Trophies at thy filver feet. 


Ob 
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Ob my beloved Rocks that rife 


To awe the Earth, and brave the Skies : 
From fome apiring Mountains crown, 
How dearly do I love, 
Giddy with pleafure,to look dovon. ( above} 
And from the vales, to view the noble heights 
Ob my beloved Caves ! from dog-ftars beat, 
And all anxieties, my fafe retreat : 
What fafety, privacy, what true delight, 
In th’ artificial night, 
Your gloomy entrals make, 
Have I taken, do Itake! 
How oft when grief bas made me fly 
To hide me from fociety, 
Even, of my deareft friends, have I 
In your receffes friendly hade 3, 
Ail my forrows open laid. 
And,my moft fecret woes entrufted to your privacy! 


Io. 


Lord! would men let me alone + 
What an over happy one 
foould I think my felf ta be! 
Might I in this defart place 
( Which moft Men in difcourfe difgrace ) 


Live but undifturb’d and free ' 
Here, 
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Here, in this defis’d rece 
Would I,maugre Winters cold, 

And the Summers worft exceff, 

Try, to live out tofixty fall years old! 
And, all the while . 

Without an envious eye, 

On any thriving under fortunes fmile, 

Contented liveand then, contented dye. 


Cc. ¢. 


FINIS. | 
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Courteous Reader. 


OU may be pleas’d to take ; 
notice, that vat the Sign of 
the Three Trouts in St. Payp, 
@hurch-Yard, on the North fide, 
-you may be fitted with all forts of | 
the beft Fithing Tackle, by 


John Margrave 


Marriott 
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Elight and Pleafure are fo faft 
Rivetted and firmly Rooted 
in the Heart of Man, that J 
gppofe there is none fo morofe or 
elancholy § that will not only pre- 
and to, but plead for an intereft in 
he fame , moft being fo much ena- 
Sured therewith, that they judge 
at life but aliving death, which is 
tholly deprived or abridged of all 
leafure; and many purfue the fame 
ith fo much eagernefs and impor- 
Inity, ( as though they had been 
orn for no other end ) as that they 
ot onely confume their moft pre- 
ious time, but alfo totally ruine 
heir Eftates thereby : for in this 
Sofe and licentious Age, when pro- 
fufe Prodigality paffes for the Cha- 
adteriftical mark of true Generofi- | 
tysand Frugality ( I mean not Nig- 4 
fardlinefs ) is branded with the ig- | 
4 A3 nominious 


= 


To the Reader. 
nominious blot of Bafenefs, I expedy 
not that this undervalued Subjeg 
( though it propound delight at ay 
eafic rate ) will meet with any othe; 
Entertainment than Negleé& , if noe 
Contempt, it being an Art which — 
few take pleafure in, nothing Paffing 
for noble or delightful which is not 
coftly ; as though men could not 
gratifie their Senfes, but with the 
confumption of their Fortunes, 

Hawking and Hunting have had 
their Excellencies ‘celebrated with 
large Encomiums by divers Pens; 
and although I intend not any un- — 
dervaluing to thofe nob'e Recrea- 
tions, fo much fained inal! Ages and * 
byall degrees, yet I muft needs af 
firm , that they fall not w thin che 
compafs of every ones ability to 
purfue, being, as it were, oncly en- 
tailed on great perfons and yait E+ 
ftates ; for if meaner Fortunes ftek 
toenjoythem , Ad#4on’s Fable often 
proves a true ftory, andthofe Birds 
Of Prey not feldom quarry npr 

ie 2 thel¢ 


qo the Reader. 


Mafters: Befides, thofe Recre- 
jons are more fubject to choler 


fes our pleafure depends much up- 
, the will and humor of a fullen 
pr, or Kite, (as I have heard their 
yn paflions phrafe them ) which 
fo require much attendance, care, 
id skill to keep her ferviceable to 
vends. Further, thefe delights are 
ten prejudicial to the Husband- 
an in his Corn, Grafs and Fences 5 
ut in this pleafant and harmlefs 
Mt of Angling, aman hathnone to 
warrel with but himfelf, and we are 
fually fo intirely our own friends, 
s not to retain an irreconcileable 
jatred againft our felves, but can in 
hort time eafily compofe the enmi- 
y ; andbefides our felves none are 
offended , none endamaged ; and 
this Recreation falleth within the 
Capacity of the loweft fortune to 
compafs, affording alfo profit as well 
; A4 as 


. Bur peradyenture fome may al- 


Tothe Reade ry 

as pleafure 5. in following of which 
Exercifé.a man may imploy his 
thoughts in the nobleft Studies, a}. 
moftas.freely as in his Clofer. 
<, The Minds. of Anglers being uty. 
ally m ore calm and compofed than 
ulany others, efpecially Hunters and 
Falkners ,.. who too frequently lofe 
their delight. in their paffion, and 
too often;.bring home more of me: 
Tancholy.and . difcontent than fatif- 
faction in their thoughts; But the 
Axgler; whem he hath the worft fic- 
cefs, loofeth.but.a Hook or Line, or 
Perhaps: ( what he never poffefTed } 
@ Fifhy and fuppofefe;take nothing, 
yet heenjoyeth a delightful walk by 
pleafant Rivers, in, fweet Paftures, 
amonett odoriferous Flowers, which 
gtatifie jhis .Senfes and delight his 
Mind ;.. which, Contentments induce 
many. ( who.affedt not Angling ) to 
choofe; thofe places of .pleafure for 
their Summers Recreation and 
Health, . 


ledge 


Dn) ~ 
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To the Reader, 
edge that thisart is mean, melan- hi 
holy, and infipid : I fuppofe the 
old Anfwer, De guftibus non eff difpu- 
jendum , will hold'as firmly in Re- 
éreations as Palats; many have fup- 
pofed Augling void of delight, ‘ha- 
ring wever tried it, yet have after- 
wards experimented it fo fall of con- 
tent, that they have quitred all other 
Recreation, ( at leaft in its feafon) 
fo purfie it, andl do-perfwade my 
elf, chat ‘whofoever fhall affociate 
mmfelfwith fomehoneft, expert An- 
gler’, who will freely and candidly 
Communicate his skil] unto him , will 
in fort rime ‘be’convinced, that Ars 
bon labet tnimicnm wifi ignorantem, 
and ‘the more any experiment its - 
harinlefs’ delight (not fubje& ‘to 
paffion or expence ) probably: he 
Will ‘be induc’d ‘to relinquifh thofe 
Pleafures which ‘ate ‘obnoxious to 
‘Choler or contention’ ( which fo dif- 
Spompofe the thoughts , chat norhing 
during that vinfetclement. can relifh 
or delight‘the Mind) to-purfie that 


Recre- 


j 


To the Reader. 


Recreation which compofeth the 
Soul to that calmnefs and ferenity | 
which gives a man the fulleft poffer. 
fion and fruition of himfelf and aj} 


- his enjoymentss this clearnefs and 


equanimity of Spirit beinga matter 
of fo high a concern and value in the 
judgments of many profound Phi. 
lofophers , as any one may fee that 
will beftow the pains to read Seneca, 
De tranquillitate animi,and Petrarch, 
De utrinfque conditionis flatu: Cer- 
tainly he that lives Sibi @ Deo, leads 
the moft happy life ; and if this Are 
do not difpofe and incline the Mind 
of man to a quiet calm fedatenefs, [ 
ain confident it dothnot ( as many 
other delights ) caft blocks and rubs 
before him to make his way more 
difficult and lefs p!eafant. The cheap- 
nefs of the Recreation abates not its 
pleafure , but with rational perfons 


heightens it; and if it be delightful 


the charge of melancholy falls upon 
that fcore, and if Example ( which 
is the beft proof ) may fway any 

thing, 


Soe 


To the Reader. 


sing, know no fort of men lefs fub- 
<& to Melancholy than Anglers; 
pany have ca(t off other Recreations 
d embraced it, but I never knew 
ny Angler wholly caft off ( though 
occafions might interrupt ) their af- 
fetions to their beloved Recreati- 
mn; and if thisare may prove a No- 
ble brave reftto wy mind, ’tis all the 
fatisfaction I covet, 

I have one Requeft for my felfs 
which is, that thou apply not what is 
fpoken concerning clear and fwift 


Joured waters , nor the contrary: 
and if fome paffages do appear at firft 
view as if contradiGory , read them 
again, and take them in their moft 
moderate and recgncileable fenfe, 
but force them not to clafh by thy 
Toterpretation, whith of themfelves 
intend it nots propofing only (from 
‘different grounds and reafons ) to a 
further difcovery , make particular 
inftances and deduGions from gene- 
“ral Rules: Bee withal remember that 

. every 


Rivers, toflow or more dark co- | 


CMA Leet Rte es . 
4 . 
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Tothe Reader. 
every general admits of particular 
€Xceptions, and fo thou haft my fy) 
fcope and mind.To write foas tobe 
plainly underftood by every dull ca. 
pacity, were to proftitute this plea. 
fant Art,and render it contemptible; 
- Idefire chiefly tofpeak, foas togive 
Ingenuity liberty and {cope toexer. 
cife it felf;and alfo to provoke others 
to correé Errors, and out of their 
own experience to fupply defeds, 
and thereby make this delightful Are 
comp'ete and perfeé, which would 
be very great content and fatiffaétion 
to thy well-wifhing Friend. 


Robert Venables, 


jo! x 


9 the Author of the Experienced ‘Angler, 


By a Brother of the Angle. 


"D's Fith, What have yon done! y ave half undon’s, 

] The ART OF ANGLING to difclofe at once, 

Publithing this Book: What? you a Lever 

fthe faid ART, and yet fo much difcover ! 

cant but {ap atyou. Why, this fame Book 

acheth to ‘ftroy all Fifhby ook oz: €rook. 

pur plain Dire&ions when men underftand, 

p Fith above ground can efcape their Hand ; 
thereby Pike, Carp, Tench, Pearch, Gudgeon, trout, 

ic. may have a total rout- 

Pray tell’s the reafon,’Tmuft be no {mall matter 

at makes you ftrive of them to clear the twater. 

You'r no Recufant, fure; if y’are, you'd ftrive 

re to preferve, and keeptheir Racealive: , 

pur Book forefhews, and makes it evident 

hat,. Jn few years, we cannot keep a Lente 

Bot yet, Sir,’Twas well done, therein to put 

9 every ofthefe Fiff, fo fair a Cuz5 

at {9 when weo’th Fith deprived ares 

he Cuts remain to fhew what Shape they were- 

Pardon, Sir, thefe confufed Lined of mine; 

too much haft, I’ve caftin every Zine: 

could not draw ’em fmoorth; For who could ftay 

teing Fith going all fo plum away 5 

or Iimuft fay, 70 catch Fifh andto cheat’em, 

Find who can furer wayes. and troth Ple ext’em. 
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NGLING Improv‘d. 


' Honoured Sfr, 

bad the bappines to fee your Face, 
Difcour{e before it went to the Pref, I held 
great advantage I received thereby,toten- 
der you my particular acknowledgment, e~ 
pecially baving been for thirty years past, 
Tnnocent Recreation, wherein by your judi- 


s boldne(s to ufe,becaufe Ihave readand 
| prattifed 


F cos Friend the AU THOR, | 


Hough I never (tomy knowledg) 
9 accidentally coming to a view of this — 


my {elf obliged in point of gratitude for the 


not only a Lover but a prattifer of that 


| 
| 
| 


‘Higher Form ; which expreffion I take | 


re by many Books of this kind, fore 
merly made publick from wbich(altbough 
- Trecétved much advantage in the practick>) 
yet( without prejudic ice to their worthy Ay. 
thors ) I couldnever find in them thay 
- beight of Judgment and 'Reafon, which 
you bgve manife fed in thia (a Tinay call 
it)Epitome of Anpling,fince my reading 
bereof F cannot Took upon ‘fone Notes of 
j one atbering but methinks F do pue- 
rifia trattare, But let Tpould be thouinbs 
 t0.g0 aboxt to magnifie my own Judginent, 
in giving yours fo fr nall a portion of its 
4 due, T humbly take leave with no more 
‘ambition than to kifs jour band, and to 
be cecplied. : 


ae vie te i eel eee al 


Your humble and 
Gina jant, 


¥ THE 
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NGLER: 


Angling Improv’d, 


CHAP... 1, 


then to provide Tools, and how te 


S rats OR theattaining offuchEnds 7}, In- 


S which our Defires purpofe to tro- 
themfelves, of neceflity we dué@io 
MSV mult make ufe of fuch com- '° the 
mon Mediums, as have a Na- oom 
al Tendency to the producing of courte, 
cl Effects, as are in our Eye, and at 
ich we aim; and as inany work, if 
B one 


i 


| The 

) time to 
provide 
; Stocks 

! and 
Tops. 


The Experienced Angler: 

one principal Material be wanting, the 
whole isata ftand, neither can the fame 
be perfected: So in Angling , the eng 
being Recreation., which confifteth jn 
drawing the Fith to bite,that we may take 
them; if you want Tools though yoy 
have Baits, or Baits though you haye 
Tackle,yet you have no part of pleafure by 
either of thefefingly: Nay, if you have 
both, yet want skill to ufe them, all the 
reftis tolittle purpofe. Ifhall therefore 
firft begin with your Tools, and fo pro. 
ceed in order with the reft. 

1. In Autumn, when the Leaves are 
almoft oraltogether fallen ( which is u- 
fually about the Winter Solftice) the Sap 
being then in the Root, which about the 
middle of Fanuary beginneth to afcend a- 
gain, and then the time is paft to provide 
your felves with Stocks or Tops: you 
need not be fo exaGtly curious for your 
Stocks, asthe Tops;thoughI with you to 
choofe the neateft Taper-ground you can 


” for Stocks, but let your Tops be the moft 


neat Rufh-ground fhoots you can get, 
{treight and fmoothiand(if for the ground- 
rod ) near, or full two Yards long ( the 
reafon for that length fhall be given pre- 
fently .) and if for the Flie,of what length 
you pleafe, becaufe you muff either ee 

' them 


——- Dz, Angling Impeod'n. 3 
em to fit the Stock, or the Stock to fit 
hem in a mot exaé& proportion; neither 
9 they need to be fo very much Taper- 
sound as thofe for the ground, for if your 
od be not moft exactly proportionable, 
as wellas flender ) it will neither caft 
well, {trike readily,nor ply and bend equal- 
p, which will very much endanger your 
sinee When you have fitted your felf 
ith Tops, and Stocks ( forall muft be 
athered in one feafon ) if any of them be 
rooked, bind them all together,and they 
ill keep one another ftraight 5 or lay 
hem on fome even boarded floor, with a 
Veight on the crooked parts, or elfe bind 
hem clofe to fome ftraight ftaff or poles 
ut before you do this, you muft breath 
hem all, fave the very top, in a gentle 


For the ground- Angle, prefer the Cane The ufe 
» Reed before all other, both for its of the 
ingth and lightnefs; and whereas {ome rb 
je@ againft its colour and ftiffnefs; 1 ~~ 
uiwer, both thefe inconveniencies are ea=" 

lly remedied , the colour by covering it 

vith thin Leather or Parchment,and thofe 

yed into what colour you pleafe, or you 

nay colour the Cane it-felf, as you fee 

layly done by thofe that fell them in Lon- 

ton, efpecially if you fcrape off the thi- 

Be} B2 ning 


The Erperienc’d Angier: 
ning yellow out-fide, but that wea 
the Rod, the ftiffne&s ofthe Cane ap. 
ed by the lengthand ftrength of the to 
whichI would wifhto be very much tq. 
per-grown, and of the full length I fhok. 
of before, and fo it will kill avery gooq 
Fith without ever ftraining the Cane 
which will (as you may obferve ) yielg 
and bend_a little ; neither would I advif. 
any to ufe a Reed that will not receive 4 
Top of the fore-mentioned length. Such 
who moft commend the Hazel. rod( which 
Lalfo value and praife, but for different 
reafons ) above the Cane, do it becaufe 
fay they, the flender Rod faveth the Line; 
but my opinion is, that the equal bending 
of the Rod chiefly ( next to theskill of 
the Angler ) faveth the Line, and the 
flendernefs, I conceive; principally ferveth 
to make the Flie-rod long and light, eafie 
to be managed with one hand, and cafteth 
the Flie far, which are to me the confide- 
rations chiefly to be regarded in a Flie- 
tod; for if you obferve, the flender part 
of the Rod ( if ftrained ) fhoots forth in 
length as it it were part of the Line,fo that 
the whole ftrefs or ftrength of the Fithis 
born or fuftained by the thicker part of 
the Rod, which is no. ftronger than the 
fironger end of fucha Top as I sae 

ore 


_ i 


«D2, Angling Jmprod’n. 
e direct for the ground-rod : and you 
y prove what I fay to be true, if you 
ng a Weight at the top of your Flie-rod, 
ich you fhall fee ply and bend (in the 
fand thick part ) more or lefs as the 
sight isheavy or light. Having made 
is digreffion for the Cane, return to the 
iking up of the top, of which at the up- 
x or {mall end I would have you to cut 
Fabout two foot or three quarters of a 
rd at moft,and then piece neatly to the 
ick remaining part, a {mall thoot of 
ack-thorn or Crab tree ( gathered in 
feafon as before )) fitted ina moft ex- 
} proportion to the ftrength of theHazel, 
d then cut off a {mall part of the flender 
of the Black-thorn or Crab-tree, and 
agthen out the fame with a fmall piece 
S Whalebone, made round, fmooth and 
all which will make your Rod to be 
ry long, gentle, and not fo apt to break 
ftand bent as the Hazel, both which are 
at inconveniences, efpecially breaking, 
hich will force you from your {port to 
herd your top, 

‘But when you make a Rod to Angle 
br the Roach, you muft not make the top 
D tender and gentle,as I have jult before 
refcribed for the Flie,but you muft either 
omit the Whalebone,or make it very ftiff, 
; B3 that 


iW he ae, 
3 
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The ma- 
king the 
Linee 


Che Erperfere’d Anater + 

that fo your Rod may exactly anfwer the 
motion of your hand, for the Roach bein 
a Fith that only nibbleth, ifyou itrike him 
not juft in that very moment of his nib. 
bling you will mifs him,and a very tendey 
top will fold and bend a little with a fad. 
dain jerk 5 1 know the Roach will fome. 
times bite furely , but that is feldom,and 
ufually a large one. 

2. To teach the way or manner how to 
make a Line, were time loft, it being 
eafie and ordinary; yet to make the Line 
well,handfome, and to twiit the hair even 
and neat , makes the Line flrong: For if 
one hair be long and another fhort , the 
fhort one receiveth no ftrength from the 
long one,and fo breaketh,and then the o- 
ther(astoo weak) breakethalfo. There. 
fore you mutt twilt them flowly,and in the 
twifting , keep them from entangling to- 
gether,which hindreth their right pleiting 
or bedding, Alfo I do not like the mixing 
of filk or thred with hair,but if you pleafe 
you may (to make the Line ftrong) make 
itall of filk or thred, or hair, as ftrong as 
you pleafe, and the loweft part of the {mal- 
left Lute or Viol flrings, which I have 
proved to be very ftrong, but will quickly 
rot inthe water,but you may help that in 
having new and ftrong to change the rot- 

ten 


——- DY, Angling Jmpr0b"d. 

3 ones ; butasto hair ( the moft ufual 
atter whereof Linesare made ) I like 
rel, white, and gray beft , forrel in 
addy and boggy Rivers, both the other 
gclear waters: I never could find fuch 
tue or worth inother colours, to give 
m fo high praile as fome do, yet if any 
her have worth in it, 1 muft yield it to 
e pale watry green,and if you fancy that 
au may dye itthus; Takea pottle of 
Jlom-water , a large handfulof Mari- 
Ids, boy! them untila yellow fcum arife, 
en take half a pound of greenCopperai, 
das much Verdigreece, beat them into 
fine powder, put thofe with the hair into 
Allom-water,fet all to cool for gwelve 
urs, then take out the hair and Ja} it to 


Ty. 

Mn making your Lines you mutt put a 
ference betwixt one for the ground- 
ngle, and a Line for the Flie-Rod, your 
ine for the artificial Flie may be ftronger 
an the ground-Line for the Trout, you 
jay alfoin making a Line for the artifi- 
ial Flic, much help your felf to caft it 
yell, for if you make the uppermoft link 
Welve or twenty hairs ftrong,and one or 
wohairs lefs in the next link,and fo abate 
0 that proportion in every link,untill you 
some to the Flic it felfalchoagh you want 
i B4 avery, 


The 
fhape 
of the 
Hook. 


. © 


confequénce ) the point of the Hook to ~ 


Vereen 2 ery ee Sa le Pee 
The Experiences goter. 
a very flender, gentle,and }j hit Rago o 
in cafe you bé a Learner atid om by, 
Artift in cafting the Flie,yet by this mes. 
a very bungler will caft a Flie well PR. 
may alfo this way ufeé a very lotig Ros 
fix or feven yards to Manage with hau. 
hands, unto which accuftoming your fap 
you will in time angle as dextroug] 
fuch a Rod, as if youhada very light on. _ 
to ufe with one hand > and if you fafen 
your Hook, and cannot come to toni 
you need not fear lofing above a jerk o 
two at moft(though you pull to break j¢ 
in regard the Line is fo {trong at the Upper 
end. Leavea bought or bout at both ends 
of the Line, the one to put it to, and take 
it from your Rod;The other to hang your 
loweft link upon, to which your hook ig 
faftned, and fo yo may change your hook — 
fo often as you pleafe. - 
3» Let your hooks be long in the thank, 
and ofa compafs fomewhat inclining to 
roundnefS , but the point muft fand even 
and ftreight , and the bending mutt be in 
the fhank, for if the thank be firciyht, the 
point will hang outward,though when fet 
On it ftand right , yet it willafter the ta- 
King of afew Fith, caufe the hair at the 
end of the thank to ftand bent,and fo (6 


hang 


TNE A eke 


M2 Angling Improvd, g 
i eGtly upwards. When you fet on 
jook,do it with Rrong but finall fills, 
» your hair upon the infide of the 
+ ifon the outfide the filk will cut 
set it afunder, and to avoid the fret- 
of the hair by the hook on the infide, 
ith all your hook upon a Whetftone, 
stheinfide to the back of the: hook 


4 Gee the bet Cork you can without The 
s of holes( Quills and Pens are not 
‘to bear the ftrong ftreamis) bore the 
k through with a {mall hot Iron, ther 
it into a Quill ofa tit proportion, nei- 
too large to fplit it, or fo {mall to flip 
but fo as it may ftick in very clofely: 

j pare your Cork into the form of a 
amide, or a {mall Pear, and into what 
fs you pltate, then upon a final 
nditone, or with a Pumice make i¢ 
plete, for you cannot pare it fo {mooth 
Ou may grind it, have Corks of all 


flore. 


5: Get a Mufquet or Carbine Bullet , To try 
€ahole through it, and put it ina the aie 
ng twifthang, this on your hook co try (PE) ® 
“depth of the River or Pond. ters 
W Dake fo much Parchmentas will be To carry 
fit four Inches broad, and five long, your 
the longer end round, then take fo bee 
many al Flies. 


et?) & . eee 


to. The Erperienc’d Angler : 

many pieces moreas will make five or g 
partitions, fow them all together, leaving 
the fide of the longer {quare open, to put 
your Lines, {pare links , hooks ready fag. 
ned, and Flies ready made, into the fevera} 
partitions; this will contain much ( lie 
flat and clofe in your Pocket ) ina little 
room. 

To 5 7- Have alfo a little Whetftone abou 

Pen thar tWO Inches long,and one quarter {quare ; 

is dulled its much better tofharpen your hooks than 
a Flie,which either will not touch a well. 
tempered hook or leave it rough but not 
fharp. 

To car 8. Have a piece of a Cane for the Bob 

ry Baits and Palmer, with feveral Boxes of divers 

ando- fizes for your Hooks, Corks, Silk, Thred, 

therne- Lead, Flies, &c. 

ceflaries. 9) Bags of Linnen and Woollen for all 

r forts of Baits. 

Worms, 10. Havea {mall Pole , made witha 

Cadbair. loop at theend, like that of your Line, 

Toland but much bigger,to which muft be fafined 

great fifh a {mall Net to land great Fifh, without 

a which (ifyou want affiftance) you will 

Vrrntan be in danger to lofe them + or which is 

affiftant. better, much lighter, and lefS troublefom, 
get a very Jarge hook called a landing 
hook, with a {crew at the end, to {crew it 
into a focket fixed at the end ofa pole,tg 

firike 


D2, Angling Improv’. 1r. 
ike intothe mouth ‘or any part of the 
fa,and fo draw them to land: you may 
fo fit to the fame focket and pole two o- 
er hooks, one fharp to cut weeds away, 
je other to pull out wood. 
_ 41. Your Pannier cannot be too light sheud “| 
have {een fome made of Ofiers cleft in- **"'** 
D flender, long fplinters, and fo wrought 
p,which is very neat and exceeding lights 
ou muft ever carry with you ftore of 
looks, Lines, Hair, Silk, Thred, Lead, 
inks, Corks of all fizes, left if you lofe or 
peak (as isufual) any of them, you be 
orced to leave your fport, and return for 


AS there are many kinds and forts 

(% of Filh,fo thereare alfo various and 

ifferent ways to take then 5 and there- 

ore before we proceed to {peak how to 
akeeachkind, we mutt fay fomething in 

General of the feveral ways of Angling, as 

neceffary to the better order of our work. 

_ Angling therefore may be diftinguithed several 
either into tifhing by day, or (which fome ways of 
commend Angling. 


os "tre peal 
Z ra The Erperienc’d Angier s 
commend, but the Cold and Dews caufed 
me to difrelifh that which impaired m 
health) by night ; and thefe again are of 
two forts,cither upon the fuperticies of the 
water, or moreor lefs under the furface 
thereof : of this fort is angling with the 

round-Line, ( with lead, but no flote ) 
pan the Trot, or with lead and flote for al l 
forts of filh or near the furface of the wa- 
ter for Chub, Roach,éc. or with a Trowle 
for thé Pike, ora Minnow for the Trout ; 
of which more in due place. 

That way ofangling upon or above the 
water, is with Cankers,Palmers,Caterpil- 
ters, Cadbait,or any worm bred on herbs 
ortrees; Or with Flics natural or artifi- 
cial ; of thefe laft ( viz. Flies ) thall be 
our firft difcourfz , as comprifing. much of 
the other laft named,and as being the moft 
pleafant and delightful part of angling. 

But I mutt here take leave to diffent from 
the opinion of fuch who affigna certain Fly 
to each month,whereas I am certain, {carce 
any one fort of fly doth continue its colour 
and vertueone month 3 and generally all 
Flies lafta much fhorter time, except the 
ftone-fly ( which fome call the May-fly ) 
which is bred of the water-cricket, which 
creepeth out of theRiver, and gets under 
the ftones by the water-fide , and there 

turneth 


D2, Angling Tmprob'y, 
urneth to a Flie, and lieth under the 
flones 5 the May-flie, and the reddith Flie 
with afhy-gray wings. Befides, the f{ea- 
fon of the year may much vary the time 
of their coming in, a forward Spring 
bringeth them in fooner,, and a late Spring 
he later: For Flies being creatures bred 
f putrefaGion, do take life as the heat 
doth further or difpofe the feminal vertue 
‘by whichrthey are generated ) ‘unto a- 
jimation: and therefore all I can fay as 
© time, is, that your own obfervation 
muft be your beft Inftructor when jis the 
ime that each Flie cometh in and will 
be moft acceptable to the Fith, of which 
[ thall {peak more fully in the nextSections 
farther alfo 1 have obferved that fe- 
yeral Rivers and Soils produce feveral 
brts of Flies, asthe moffy, boggy Soils 
lave one fort peculiar to them 5 the Clay- 
Oil, gravelly and mountainous Country 
ind Rivers, and a mellow, light foil, dif- 
trent from them all; yet fome forts 
re common to all thefe forts of Rivers 
nd Soils, but they are few, and alfodif- 
fer fomewhat in colour frem thofe bred in 
another Soil. 

"In general , all forts of Flies are very 


Umber, 


will rife at the Flic, as Salmon, Trout, © 


ee 


; 


‘ 
Li 


What 
Fih rife 
beft at 
the Flie, 


good in their feafon , for fuch Fifh as both na- 


ural 
nd arti- 
ficial, 


ade 
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. Umber,Grayling, Bleak, Chevin, Roach, 

, Dace, &c. Though fome of thefe fith dg 

4 love fome Flies better than other 3 excep 

| the Fifh named, I know not any fort oy 

kind that will (ordinarily and freely) rife 

at the Flie, though I know alfo fome do 

j Angle for Bream and Pike with artificjg) 

Flies, but I judg the labour. loft, and the 

knowledgea needlefScuriofity 5 thofe Fig, 

being taken much ealier ( efpecially the 

Pike ). by other ways: All the foremen- 

tioned forts of Fifth will fometimes take 

the Flie much better at the top of the wa. 

ter, and at another time much better a Jit. 

tle under the fuperficies of the water, and 

in this your own obfervation mutt be your 

conftant and daily Inftructor ( for if they 

, will not rife to the top, try them under ) 

it not being poffible ( in my opinion) to 

_give any certain rule in this particular: al- 

fo the five forts of Fith firft named will 

take the artificial Flie,fo will not the other, 

except an Oakworm or Cadbait be put on 

the point of the hook, or fome other 

Worm fuitable (as the Flie muft be) to the 
feafon. ' 

When You may alfo obferve (which my owr 

Fifh — experiencetaught me) that the Fith never 

pohen, rife eagerly and freely at any fort of Flie, 

fortof Untill that kind come to the waters fidesfor 

flie. though 
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jough I have often at the firft coming in 

f fome Flies ( which I judged they lo- 

ed beft ) gotten feveral of them, yet I 

ould never find that they did much ( if 

tall) value them, until thofe forts of 

ies began to flock to the Rivers fides, 

nd were to be found on the Trees and 

fhes there in great numbers; for all 

orts of Flies (where ever bred) doafter 

certain time come to the River’s banks, 

I fuppofe to moifien their bodies dried 

with the heat ) and fromthe bufhes and 

erbs there, skip and play upon the water, 

where the Fith lie in wait for them) and 

fter a fhort time die, andare notto be 

ound ; though of fome kinds there come 

p fecond fort afterwards, but much lefs, as 

he Orange Fliesand when they thus flock 

io the River, then isthe chiefeft feafon to 

ingle with that Flie: And that you may 

he better tind what Flie they covet moft 

t that inftant, do thus : 

/ When you come firft to the River in Howte 

€ morning, with your Rod beat upon find 

he buthes or boughs which hang, over the py/a" 

ater,and by their falling upon the water, Gm at 

(ou will fee what forts of Flies are there in that in- 

preate{t numbers ; if divers forts and e- ftant 

jualin number, try them all,and you will defi re 
tickly find which they moft defire.Some- 

a times 


ie the 


96 The Ceperienc’d Auger : 


Direéti- 


onsin u- 


fing the 


natural 
Flie. 


times they change their Flie (but its nog 
very ufual ) twice or thrice in one day , 
but ordinarily they feck not for another 
fort of Flie,till they have for fome days e. 
ven glutted themfelves with a former kind 
which is commonly when thofe Flies dig 
and go out. Directly contrary to our Lon. 
4on.Gallants, who mutt have the firft of 
every thing, when hardly to be got, bur 
{corn theteae when Kindly ripe,healthfu] 
common,and cheap : but the Fith defpife 
ithe firft, and covet when plenty,and when 
that fort grow old and decay, and another 
cometh in abundantly, then they change ; 
as if Nature taught them,that every thing 
is beft in its own proper feafon,and not fo 
defirable when not kindly ripe, or when 
through long continuance it beginneth to 
lofe its native worth and goodnefs. 

I thall add a few cautions and directi- 
ons in the ufe of the natural Flie, and then 
proceed. 

1. When you Angle for Chevin,Roach, 
Dace, with the'Flie, you muft not move 
your Flic fwiftly when you fee the Fifh 
coming towards it, but rather after one 
or two (hort and {low removes, fuffer the 
Flie to glide gently with the ftream to- 
wards the Fith 5 or if in a ftanding or ve- 
ry flow water, draw the Flie flowly, and 

not 


nd fide-wife by him, which will make 
im more eager left it efcape him; for 
you move it nimbly and quick,they will 
tt (being fith of flow motion ) follow 
sthe Trout will, 

2. When Chub, Roach, Dace, thew 
emfelves in a Sunfhiny-day upon the 
p of the water, they are moft eafily 
ught with Baits proper forthem 3 and 
may choofe from among ft them which 
bu pleafe to take. 

"3. They take an artificial flie wich aCaq- 
git or Oakworm on the point of the Hook, 
id the Ozkworms,when they thew them- 
lves,is better upon the water than under, 
than the flie it felf, and more defired by 


“re 


CHAP. Il. 
Of the Arsificial Flie. 


in pollibly be exprefféd, in regard the 


isd differ, and alfo feveral forts of flies 
called by different names; fome - 
a Cc the 
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not dire@ly upon him, but ) floaping 


DUT here {mult premik, that itis Of the 
J much better tolearn how to make a arrificial 
eby fight, than by any Paper-direétion Flies 


etms of Art do in moft parts of Exg- — 


: 
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the flie bred of the Water-cricket or Cree. 
per, a May-flie, and fome a Stone-fi, 
fome call the Cadbait-flie a wit a) and 
fome call a fhort Flie of a fad golden green 
colour, with fhort brown wings, a May. 
flie : and I fee no reafon but all Flies breg 
in May, are properly enough calleg 
May-flies. Therefore except fome one 
(that hath skill) would paint them,I can 
neither well give their names nor defcribe 
them, without too much trouble and pro- 
lixity ; nor,as lalledged, in regard of the ) 
variety of Soils' and Rivers, defcribe the 
Flies that are bred and frequent each: But ~ 
the Angler (asI before directed ) having 
found the Flie which the Fifh at prefent af- 
feé,let him make one as like it as poffibly 
| he can,in colour,thape,and proportion:and 
for his better imitation let him lay the na- 
tural Flie before him. All this premifed 
\ and confidered, let him go on to tnake his 
| 
| 


la wT 


| Flie,which according to my own practice _ 
I thus advife : 
Howto — Firft, 1 begin to fet on my Hook (pla- 
pee cial cing the hair on the infide of its thank ) 
Flie {e- with fuch coloured Silkas I conceive molt 
veral proper for the Flic, beginning at the.end _ 
wayse of thehook,and whenI come to that place 
which I conceive moft proportionable for 
the Wings,then I place fuch coloured e 
thers 
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ers there, as I apprehend moft refemble 
le Wings of the Flic,and {et the points of 
je wings towards the head, or elfe I run 
e feathers ( and thofe muft be ftripe 
pm the Quill or Pen, with part of it {till 
aving to the feathers ) round the hook, 
id fo make them faft, if I turn the fea- 
ers round the hook, then I clip away 
ofe that are upon the back of the hook, 
jat fo (‘if it be poflible) the point of the 
jok may be forced by the feathers (left 
a the infide of the hook ) tofwimup- 
ards ; and by this means I conceive the 
feam will carry four Flies wings in the 
fture of one flying ; whereas if you fer 
¢ points of the wings backwards, to- 
ards the bending of the hook, the ftream 
if the feathers be gentle as they ought ) 
il fold the points of the wings in the 
nding of the hook,as I have often found 
P experience: After Ihave fet on the 
ing, Igo on fo far as I judge fit, till I 
ten all, and then begin to make the bo- 
f, and tle head lafts the body of the 
i¢ I make feveral ways , if the Flie be 
i intire colour, then I takea Worfted 
red, or Moccadoend, or twift wool or 
if into a kind of thred, or wax a fimall 
ender {ilk thred, and lay wool, fur,éc. 
Don it, and then twift, and-the materials 
G.'2 will 


as 


4 
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will ftick toit, and then go on to mak 
my Flic fmall or barge, asI pleafe. If the ~ 
Flie ( as moft are ) be of feveral colours 
and thofe running in circles round theF je’ 
then I either take twoof thefe threds(fay. 
ning them firft towards the bent of the 
Hook ) and fo run them round,and faften 
all at the Wings, and then make the Head, 
or elfe 1 lay upon the Hook,wool, fur of 
Hare, Dog ,Fox, Bear, Cow,Hog (which | 
clofe to their bodies have a fine fur ) ang 
with a filk of the other colour bind the _ 
fame wool or fur down, and then faflen 
all: Or inftead of the filk sunning thus 
round the Flie,you may pluck the feather 
from one fide of thofe long feathers which 
grow about a Cock orCapons neck or tail, _ 

| € which fome call Hackle ) then run the 

By fame round your Flie, from head to tail, 

making bothends faft; but you muft be - 

{ure to fute the feather anfwerable to the 

colour you are toimitate in the Flic; and 

this way you may counterfeit thofe rough 

Infe@s (which fome call Wool-beds, be- 

caufe of their wool-like out-fide,and rings 

of divers colours,I take them tobe Palmer _ 

Worms). which the Fifh much delight in. 

Let me add this only,that fome Flies have 

forked tails, and fome have horns, both 

which you mug imitate with a Rencieniogs 
" aline 
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fined to the heador tail of your Flie, 
hen you firft fet on your Hook , and in 

[things, aslength , colour, as like the 

tural Flic as you can poffibly. The 

ead is made after all the reft of the bo- 

y, of filk or hair , as being of a more 

ining gloffy colour, than the other 

aterials , as ufually the head of the Flie 

more bright than the body , and is u- 

lally of a different colour from the 

ody: Sometimes I make the body of 
i Flic with a Peacocks feather, but that 
ponly one fort of Fkie, whofe colour no- 
ting elfe that I could ever get would imi- 
te , being the thort, fad, golden, green, 

lie I before mentioned, whichImake thus 5 
fake one {train of a Peacocks feather (or 
that be not fufficient,then another) wrap 
about the hook, till the body be accord- 
ig to your mindif your Flic be of divers 
jours, and thofe lying long-ways from 
ead to tail, then I take my Dubbing, and 
ty them on the hook long-waies one co- 
Jur by another(as they are mixt in the na- 
tral Flie from head to tail) then bind 
lon, and make it faft with filk of the 
ioft predominant colour; and this Icon- 
tive is a more artificial way thanis pra- 
difed by many Anglers, who ufe to make 
fich a Flie of one colour , and bind it 
C 3 on 


at 
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on with filk, fo that it looks likea Fije 
with round circles , but nothing at all re. 
fembles the Flie it is intended for; the 
head , horns, tail, are made as before, 
That you may the better counterfeit ay 
forts of Flies, get furs of all forts and co. 
lours, you can poffibly procure,as of Bears 
hair, Foxes, Cows,Hogs,Dogs, who next 
their bodies. have a fine foft hair or fur 
Moccado ends, Crewels, and dyed wool 
of all colours, with feathers of Cocks,Ca. 
pons, Hens, Teals, Mallards, Widgeons 
Pheafants, Partridges, the feather under 
the Mallard, Teal, or Widgeons-wings, 
and about their tails, about a Cock or Ca- 
pons neck and tail, of all colours; and ge- 
nerally ofall Birds, Kite, Hickwall, &c 
that you may make yours exactly of the 
-colour with the natural Flie. And here I 
muft give fome cautions and dire¢tions,as 
for the natural Flie,and fo pafs on to Baits 
for angling at the ground. I have obfer- 
ved that very many make their Flie fuita- 
ble tothe moft Orient colour ye fee in 
the natural Flie,which is ufually the back- 
part,and commonly it excelleth the belly 
in luftre and fplendor, and fo ye conceive 
y¢ imitate the Flie exaétly, when it is no- 
thing fo, becaufe the back-part is out of 
the tithes eye, and if ye fail of rote id 
ually 


[ne 
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lly ye do, yeimpute it to the want of 

exight flie, when as ye have not truly. 

nitated the right colour of the flie,which 

¢ Fifh chiefly feeand regard, viz. the 

ally of the flie ; Therefore. 

"1 Inmaking the artificial flie, chiefly Direéti- 
ferve the belly ofthe Flie, forthat co- peartn 

ax the fifh moft take notice of , as being pi ats 
soft in their eye. ficial 

2. Whey you try how to fit your colour Flies 

ithe Flie, wet your Fur, Hair, Wool, or 

foccado, otherwife you will fail in your 

ork ; forthough wherthofe materials 

re dry , they exactly fute the colour of 

¢ Flie yet the water will alter moft co- F 
urs, and make them either brighter or | 
arker. | 
3.Flies made for the Salmon are much q 
etter being made with four Wings, than 

‘of two onely, and with fix better than : 
lem of four ; and if behind each pair of on 
ings you place a different colour for the 
pdy of the flic, it is much the better: and 
his in my judgment argueth that he 
eth to have feveral flies on the hook at ¢ 
nce, for the flie looketh as if it were di- . 
fers flies together. Cautions 

"3. When you angle with the artificial 23 eek 
i¢,you muft either hth in a River not ful- yigici 
‘cleared from fome rain lately fallen, aj Flie. 
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that haddifcoloured its or ina Moorifh 
River difcoloured by mofs or bogs ; oy 
elfe ina dark,cloudy day, whena gentle . 
gale of wind moves the water 5 but if the 
wind be high, yet fo as you may guide your 
tools with advantage, they will rife in the — 
plainDecps, and then and there you wij) _ 
commonly kill the befe Fiths but if the 
wind be little ax noneat all,you muft An 
gle in the {wift ftreams. y 

2. You mutt keep your artificial gig 
incontinual motion, though the day be 
dark, water muddy,and wind blow,or elfe 
the Fifh will difcern and refufe it. 

3. If you Angle ina River that is myd- 
ded by rain, or paffing through moffes.or 
bogs, you muft ufea larger bodied Flie 
than ordinary 5 which argues that in clear 
Rivers the Flie muft be {maller, and this 
not being obferved by fome,hindreth their 
fport, and they impute their want of fuc- 
¢efS to the want of the right Flie, when 
Perhaps they have it, but made too 
large. . 

Seuren Lae If the water be clear and low, 
Nahe -. then ufea. {mall bodied Flie with flender 
terand wings, 

its co- 2. When the water beginneth to clear 
Tours, after vain 5 and is of a brownifh colour, 
then a red or Orange Flie. 


3. If 
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3. If the day be clear, thena light. 
joured Flie, with flender body and 
Se 
In dark weather as well as dark wa- 
rs, your Flie muft be dark. 
' 5. If the water be of a Whey-colour 
ewhitifh, then ufea black or brown Flie: 
et thefe five laft Rules do not always 
old, for there is no general but admits 
f particular exceptions, though ufual- 
| in cleareft mountainous or hilly Rivers 
ey do, or clfe1 had altogether omitted 
m. 
6. When you Angle with an artificial 
i¢,your Line may be twice the length of 
pur Rod,except the River be much cum- 
ted with wood and trees. 
7. For every fort of Flic have three,one 
alighter colour,another fadder than the 


ith the Flie, to fute all waters and wea» 
rs as before. 


tience of mine own or other mens 
ervation ) that Fith would freely and 
gerly rife at the artificial Pie,in any flow 
addy River ¢ by muddy Rivers I mean 
h Rivers, whofe bottom or ground 
flime or mud : for fach as are mud- 
d by rain (as I have already, and (hall 
after 


tural Flie,and a third of the exa@ colour ' 


I could never find (by any ex- - 
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afterwards further thew ) at fome times 
and feafons I would choofe to angle, yet 
in ftanding Meers or Loughs I have known 
them ( ina good wind) to rife very we} 
but not fo in flimy Rivers, either Weeves 
in Chefoire , or Sowin Staffordfhire, &o, 
and others in Warwick-(hire , and Black. 
water in Vifter; in the laft, after man 
trials , { could never finti,( though in its 
beft ftreams ) almoft any fport, fave at its 
influx into Lough Neaugh, but there the 
working of the Loxgh makes it fandy ; 
and they will bite alfo near Tome Shanes 
Caftle, Mountjoy, Antrim, &c. even to 
admiration ; yet fometimes they will rife 
in that River a little, but not comparable 
to what they will doin every little Lough, 
in any {mall gale of wind: And though 
I have often reafoned in my own thoughts 
to fearch out thetruecaufe of this, yet I 
could never fo fully fatistie my own judg- 
ment, foas to conclude any thing poti- 
Dried. tively ; yet have taken up. thefe two enfu- 
ures why ig particularsas moft probable. 

Fithrife 1+ 1 did conceive the depth of the 
not well Loughs might hinder the force of the Sun- 
id ie beams from operating upon, or heating 
Flic in tae mud, which in thofe Rivers( though 
flimy Ri- deep, yet not fo deepby muchas the + 
vers. Loughs) Lapprehend it doth, becaufe in 
grcat 
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eat droughts fith bite but little in any 
ver» byt nothing at all in flimy Rivers, 
regard the mud is not cooled by the 
aftant and {wift motion of the River,as 
pgtavelly or fandy Rivers , where ( in 
t feafons ) they rife moh freely, and 
te moft eagerly, fave as before in 
foughts , notwithftanding at that feafon 
me {port may be had, (though not with 
he flie) whereas nothing, at all will be 
ne in muddy flow Rivers. 

) 2. My fecond fuppotition was, Whe- 
her ( according to that old received 
xiom , fo queque fimillima celo ) the 
might not partake of the nature of the 
tiver, in which they are bred and live, 
swe fee in men bornin fenny, boggy, 
yw, moift grounds, and thick air, who 
tdinarily want that prefent quicknels, vi- 
facity and aGtivity of body and mind, 
hich perfons born in dry, hilly, fandy 
oils and clear Air, are ufually endued 
vithall: And fo the fifh participating of 
he nature of muddy Rivers, which are 
tver flow, ( for ifthey were fwift , the 
ftream would cleanfe them from all mud) 
are not fo quick, lively, and active, as 
hofe bred in {wift, fandy, or ftony Rivers, 
and focoming tothe flie with more deli- 
beration, difcern the fame to be counter- 
feit, 
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feit, and forfake it: whereas on the cone 
trary, in ftony, fandy, fwift Rivers (being 
more cold,‘ the fifh are more ative, and 
fo more hungry and eager, the ftream ang) 
hand keeping the flie in continual mo. 
tion , they {nap the fame up,without any 
paufe, left fo defirable a morfel efeape | 
them. 

43. You muft have a very“ quick eye 
a nimble rod and hand,and ftrike with the 
rifing of the fith, or he conftantly finds his 
miftake, and putteth out the hook again + 
I could never(my cye-fight being weak). 
difcern perfectly where my flie was, the 
wind and fiream carrying it fo to and az 
gain, that the Line was never any certain 
direGtion or guide to mes but if I fw 
any fith rife,I ufe to ftrike if 1 difcern- 
ed it might be within the length of my 
Line. 

14. Be fure in cafting that your Flic 
fall firft into the water , if the Line fall 
firft, it {careth the ith, therefore draw itr 
back, and caft again, that the flic may fall 
firft,. When you Angle in flow Rivers or 
till places with the artificial flie, caft your 
flie over crofS the River , and Jet it fink a 
little inthe water, and draw him gently 
back again, fo as you break not the water, 
or raife any circles or motion in the a 
; an 
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d let the current of the River carry 

e flie gently down with the ftream , 

ad this way [have found the beft fpore 

n flow muddy Rivers with the artificial 

lie. ; 

' The beft way to angle with the Cad- How to 
is, is to ith with it onthe top of the wa- Angle 

ex as you do withthe flie; it muft ftand baby es, 
pon the fhank of the Hook, as doth the 79” 
rtificial flie ( if it come into the bent 
the Hook, the Fith will little,or not at 
I] value it, nor if you pull the blew gut 
at of it ) and to make it keep that place, 
you mult, whenyou feton your Hook, 
aften a Horfe-hair or two under the filk, 
vith the ends ftanding a very little out 
om under the filk,and pointing towards 
e Line, and this will keepit from fli- 
ling back into the bent: and thus ufed it 
sa moft excellent Bait fora Trout. You 
fay if you pleafe place a {mall flender 
.ead upon the {hank of your Hook to fink 
he Bait where the River is not violently 
wift,and draw the Cadbait over the Lead, 
fou may make the head of black filk, 
ind the body of yellow wax; this you ~~ 
mutt be often railing from the bottom, 

ind fo let it fink again. 

You may imitate the Cadbait, by ma- 
King the body of Shammy, the head wr 
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filk. ina muddy water the Trout will not 
take the Cadbait, you muft therefore only. 
ufe him in clear waters. ae} 

I might here infert feveral forts of flies, 
with the colours that are ufed to make 
them ; but for the reafons before given 
that their colours alter in feveral Rivers 
and Soils, and alfo becaufe though I name. 
the colours, yet its not eafie techoofe thar 
colour by any defcription,except fo large. 
ly performed as would be over-large, ang 
{well this {mall piece beyond my intended 
concifenefs ; and I fuppofe the former di- 
reGtions ( which are eafie and fhort ) if 
rightly obferved,are full enough and fufi- 
cient for making and finding out all forts 
of flies in all Rivers. I fhall only add, 
that the Salmon flies muft be made with 
Wings ftanding one behind the other, 
whether two or four; alfo he delights 
in the moft gaudy and orient colours 
you can choofe ; the Wings I mean chief- 
ly, if not altogether , with long tails 
and wings. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 
Of Angling at the Ground. 


#, which if it be with the ground-Line 
the Trout, then you muft not ufe any 
ote at all, only a Plumb of Lead, which 
would wifh might be a {mall Bullet,the 
etter to rowl on the ground ; and it muft 
fo be lighter or heavier, as the ftream 
unneth {wift or flow, and you mutt place 
about nine inches or afoot from the 
ook, the Lead muft run upon the 
found, and you muftkeep your Line as 
freight as poffible, yet by no means {6 
storaifethe Lead from the ground, but 
© not over-lead your Line by any means; 
nd if you angle amongft Weeds, place 
four Lead upon the fhank of the hook, it 
vill not be foapt to intangle upon them : 
Our top muft be very gentle, that the — 
h may more eafily, and ( to himfelf ) 
fenfibly run away with the Bait,and not 
efcared with the ftiffnefs of the Rod; 
ind if you make your topof Blackthorn 
ind Whalebone as I before direGed, it 
vill conduce much to this purpofe: Nei- 
. ther 


OW wearecome to thefecond fort Ground- 
of Angling (viz.) Under the wa- 2”6ling. 
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ther muft you ftrike fo foon as you feel the 
fith bite, but flack your Line ( alittle ) 
that fo he may more fecurely {wallow the 
Bait and hook himfelf,which he will fome. 
times do, efpecially if he be a good one. 
however the leaft jerk hooks him, and jn. 
_ deed you can fcarce ftrike too eafily. Your 
Tackle mult be very fine and flender, ang 
~ fo you will have more fport thgn if you hag 
ftrong Lines (which fright the Fith ) but 
the flender Line is eafily broke with a {mal] 
jerk. If you ufea Line much longer than 
your Rod, and fith witha Garden-worm 
without float or lead, drawing the fame up 
and-dowa the ftream as you do the Cad. 
bait, you will take more Trowts than with 
Lead , chiefly if the day beclear. The 
Morning and Evening are beft for the 
ground-Line for a Troat in clear weather 
and water, but in clondy weather or mud- 
dy water, you may Angle at ground all 

ays 
Bess Fith ( efpecially Tromts ) feed 
m6f in the Night if it be dark, for they 
\ are very wary and circumfpe& to avoid 
s@danger whillt they are gathering their 
food -( as generally all wild Creatures 
_ y are) and know the times and feafons moft 
fit forthem to feed, and when they may 
.  moft fecurely range abroad, even # Me 
uc 
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uck when in feafon and fat, lodgeth all 
y and grazeth in the Night, for the 
eater Trouts are moft bold and eager in 
e darkeft Nights, and then they bite not 
ie next Day enfuing,except it prove dark 
d windy, and only thena littlein the 
fternoon. 


rout with two great Garden-worms, 
nging as equally in length as youcan 
face them on your hook; caft them from 
ja as you would caft the Flies and draw 
em to you again upon the top of the wa- 
t, and fuffer them not tofink; there- 
¢ you muft ufe no Lead this way of An- 
Dg: you may hearthe Fith rife, give 
ne time for him to gorge your Bait, as 
he ground, then firike gently. If he 
I not take them at the top, add fome 
ad,and try at the ground, as in the day- 
¢. When you feel him bite, order your 
fas in day angling at the ground: 
ally the beft Trouts bite in the Night, 
d will rife in the ftill Deeps, but not or- 
arily inthe ftream. Or you may ufea 
ck Snail, or with a little black Velvet 
ty counterfeit one, this is an excellent 
y for a Trout in the Night,as the Snail 
for a Chub alfo early in the Morn- 
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2. You may alfo in the Night angle for Night 
: ; Angling: 
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Angling 3. You may angle alfo with 
te for the Trout,which you muft oa pe bs 
witha 800k thus; Firft, put your hook thro 


it quite through,then put your hook le i. 


his mouth, and bring the point to his tajj_ 
then draw your line ftreight, and it will 
bring him into a round compafs,and clofe 
his mouth that no water get in, whic you 
muftavoid,or you may ftitch up his mouth 
Or you may (when you fet on your hook 4c 
faften fome briftles under the filk, leavin 
the points above a {traws breadth and half 
or almoft halfan inch ftanding out towards 
the line, which will keep him from flipping 
back. You may alfo imitate the Menem | 
as wellas the flic, butit mutt be done by 
an Artift with the Needle, ‘ 
| The ufe You muftalfo havea Swivel or Turn, ~ 
_ ofthe placed about a yard or more from your 
__ Swivels hooksyou need no Lead on your line, you 
muft continually draw your bait up the 

ftream near to the top of the water.» 

If you Ifyou ftrike a large Trout, and theei- 
mifs 2 ther break hook or line, or get off, then 
how to near to her hold(if you can difcover it Jor | 
take her the place you ftruck her,fix a fhort ftickin 
after- the water,and with yourK nife loofea fmall ” 
wards. piece of the rind, {0 as you may lay your ~ 
line in it,and yet the bark be clofe enous : 
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keep your line in that it fli P not out,nor 

e fiream carry it away 5 bait your hook 

ha Garden orLobworm(let your hook 

d line be very ftrong) let the bait hang a 

tfrom, the ttick, then faften the other 

d of your line to fome ftick or bough in 

: Bank , and within one hour you may 

fare of her if all your tackle hold. 

The next way of Angling is with a How ‘to 

ple for the Pike, which is very delight- angle 

ou may buy your Trowle ready made, oe 

erefore I thall not trouble my felf to fe: & 

eribeit,only let it have a winch to wind Trowle 

gp withall. For this kind of Fith your and fe- 

klemuft be ftrong, your Rod muft not vera! 0 

rery {lender at the top,where you muft wre 

¢¢ a {mall flender ring for your line to 

through, let your line be filk at leaft 

yyards next the hook, and the reft of 

ong Shoomakers thred, your hook dou- 

| & ftrongly armed with wire for above 

dot, then with a probe or needle you 

tdraw the wire in at the fifhes mouth 

Out at the tail,that fo the hook may lie | 

emouth of the fifh,and both the points 

ither fide ; upon the thank of the hook i 

afome lead very fmooth, that it go 

the fithes mouth and fink her with the 
i 


eS eee eee 


‘downward, as though (he had been 
fing on the top of the water,and were ; 
* D2 returning : 
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returning to the bottoms your bait 
be finall Roch, Dace, oh ii isons 
a frog fometimes: your hook thus baited, 
you muft tie the tail of the fith clofe and 
faft to the wire,or elfe withdrawing to and 
again the fith will rend off the hook, or 
whichI judge neater, with a needle and 
firong thred, ftitch through the fith on 
either fide the wire and tic it very ff; 
all being thus fitted, caft your fith up’and 
down in fuch places as you know Pikes fie. 
guent, obferving ftill that he fink fome 
depth before you pull himup again. When 
the Pike cometh ( if it be not funk deep ) 
you may fee the water move, at leaft you 
may feel him,then flack your line and give 
him Iength enough to run away to his 
hold, whither he will go direlly, and 
there pouch it,ever beginning(as you may 
obferve ) with the head,(wallowing that 
firft,thus let him lie untill you fee the line 
move in the water,and then you may cer- 
tainly conclude he hath pouched your bait, 
& rangeth abroad for more,then with your 
trow] wind up your line till you think you 
haveit almoft fireight, then with a {mart 
jerk hook him, and make your pleafure to 
your content. Some ufe no Rod at all,but 
hold the line on Jinks.on their hand,uling 
lead and float: others ufe a very rene 
ook 
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ook with the hook at the tail ofthe fith, 
md when the Pike cometh,then they firike 
t the firft pull ; others ufé to puta ftrong 
tring or thred or at the mouth of the bait 
and out at one of the gills, and fo over the 
ad and inat the other gill,and fo tye the 
bait to the hook, leaving a little length of 
the thred or ftring betwixt the fith and 
the hook; that fo the Pike may turn the 
head of the bait the better to fwallow it, 
and then as before, after {ome paufe ftrike. 
Some ufe to tye the bait-hook and line to 
a bladder or bundle of flags or bul-ruthes, 
faftening the line very gently in the cleft of 
{mall ttick , to hold the bait from fink- 
Ing more than ( its allowed Tength Jhalfa 
yard, and the ftick muft be faftened to the 
bladder or flags , to which the line being 
ed that it might eafily unfold and run to 
ts length, and fo give thePike liberty to 
tun away with the bait, and by the blad- 
der or flags recover their line again. You 
Mutt obferve this way toturn off your bait 
ith the wind or ftream, that they may 
‘arry it away, or fome ufe(for more fport, 
ifthe Pike be a great one )to tye the fame 
to the foot of a goofe, which the Pike ( if 
large) will {ometimcs pull under the wa- 


> when you fifh for the Pike at Snap,you 
* D3 muft 
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muft give him leave torun a little, then 
firike,but be fure firike the contrary way to 
that which he runneth : a double fprin 
hook I conceive principally, if not only ufe- 
ful in this way of angling,and much to be 
preferred before all other hooks for the 
Pike will ufually hold the bait fo faft in his 
teeth that you may fail to pull it out Hs 
mouth, and alfo ftrike him; whereas With 
a {pring hook, though he hold it never { 
faft, the wire will draw through the bait, 
and fo the {pring will open, and you will 
very frequently hook him on the outtide of 
his mouth, Iam opinionated,that angling 
withthe Trowle is a furer, at leaft amore 
eafie way for*a learner to practife ( who 


* wants an inftructer)than the Snap; befide, 


I judge the fnap chiefly ufeful to take a 
Pike, which often pricking with the 
Trowle hath made wary and cunning(for 
one that hath not been (cared, will {wallow 
your bait boldly ) fuch a one is beft taken 
at Snap : this way of angling put on your 
baitthus, make a hole with the point of 
your hook or probe in the fifhes fide as 
near the middleas you can, put in your 
armed wire,and drawit out at the mouth, 
and with a needle and thred few up the 
fifhes mouth. Others ufe the probe to ° 
draw the arming wire under the skin only 

(not 
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mot the ribs by any means )and out at the 
one behind the gills,then again under the 
ills , and out at the mouth ; this latter 
yay I approve as much the bettersbecaufe 
here is only the skin to hinder the draw- 
ng and piercing of the hook, whereas the 
ormer way,if the Pike hold fat (as com- 
nonly he doth)al! the fleth on the outfide 
of the fifh will be drawn into a heap or 
lump fo thick, that the hook (except very 
large )can hardly reach through it to pierce 
the Pikes chaps. 

1. After he hath taken your bait, if he 
nove flowly, and make no ftop, give him 
ime,and you will feldom mifs him. 

2. Or if he lie ftill after he hath taken 
the bait(as fomtimes he will gently move 
jour hand to try which way his head lieth 
fyou cannot difcover that, then ftrike di- 
feCtly upwards, otherwife we may(inftead 
ofhooking him) pluck the bait out of his 
mouth. 

3. Ifhe takeit upon the top of the wa- 
ex and lie ftill, you fee which way his head 
lieth and may order your felf accordingly. 
| 4. Obferve thatat the Snap your tackle 
mutt be much ftronger than for the Trowl, 
in regard you mutt ftrike much more 
forcibly. 

9 3: At fnap you muft give two lufty 
D 4 jerks 
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jerks one after the other, and be fure you 
ever {trike contrary to the way his head ly- 
eth, left you pull the bait from him only, 
6. Fatten your {wivel to the end of your 
Line, and hook your armed wire upon the 
{wivel. 

7- For the Snap, caft a piece of lead 
hollow and fo wide as to go over the wire 
and theend of the hook whiclf you draw 
within the Fifhes mouth, let it lic there 
tofink his head downward , makeit % 
rough that it flip not out, or few up the 
hfhes mouth ; I like this way much better 
than to place the lead upon the line ( as 
fome ufe) for the lead will often flip fur- 
ther, and alfo entangle the bait and line 
@ together. 
| ‘8, Both with Trowle and at Snap,clofe 
at the gills cut away ene of the fins, and 
alfobehind the vent another on the contra- 
ry fide, the bait will play the better. 

9. In cafting with trowling, or at fnap, 
be fure to raife your hand a little when you 
fee the bait ready to fall into the water , 
this will prevent that the bait dath not vi- 
olently into the water, inits fall , which 
1 prefume fometimes frights the Pike 
{though he be a bold fifth) whenit falls be- 
hind, and near to him. 

"10, Make your lead for the ae 
: dh dis iia, Sh Ours 
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pur-fquare and much thicker and fhorter 
han mott ufe, the f{quare will keep the 
hook in the fame place as you fet it,and the | 
hick fhort lead finks him with his head | 
downward, fo that he will not thoot | 
loop-wife, ashe doth when the lead is 
long. 
~ 11. Joyn your wire links together with | 
ficel ring, the bait will play and fink bet- 
er, if it lye only in the baits mouth, it 

ill not intangle in the line fo often. 
_ 12 Alarge bait doth more invite the 
Pike, but the leffer takes him more furely, 
foonelt gorged , and the hook certainly 
faken into his mouth both at Snap and 
Trowel. 
) 13. Ufea large white Mese put on 
with che hook in his mouth, angle with him 
for a Peke, as you do for a Trout, and let 
your hook be imal], ufé not a great hook 
with a {mall bait. 


How to ufe the Menow for 2 Pike. 


| Getafingle hook flender and long in 

ethank, let itrefemblethe fhape of a 

shepherd’s crook , put lead upon it, as 

thick near the bent as will go into the Me- 

wows mouth,place the point of the hook | 

firectly up the face of the fithJet ne 
Ro 


re = at 
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Rod be aslong as you can handfome] 
manage , with a line of the fame length 
caftup and down,and manage it as when 
you trowle with any other bait 5 if when 
the Pike hath taken your bait he run to the 
end of the line before he hath gorged jg 
do not ftrike but hold fti!l only , and he 
will return back and {wallow itsbut if you 
ufe that bait with a Trowl,I rather prefey 
it before any other bait that I know, 
Angling Inthe Months of Fane and Fuly, afore 
for Roche of exceeding large and very excellent 
eat Zo Roches , haunt about London: Bridge ( in 
Bridge. Other Months none of that fort are there 
tobe found )and they Angle for them 
with this bait and in the manner following, 
vixe They take a ftrong Cord , at the end 
of it they falten a weight of Lead, about 
two or three pounds; then about a 
foot above the Lead they makea Pack- 
thred of ten or twelve fathom long faft to 
the Cord,and unto the Packthred, (at due 
diftances)they make ten or twelve ftrong 
links of hair with Roch-hooks at them, 
baited with a Periwinckle,which they ga- 
ther in the Thames in hells, they break 
the fhells,and take the Periwinckle whole, 
(for if broken its {poiled) and that part 
which fticks to the fhell they cut off from 
the Fifh and leave it fticking to the inh 
an 
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d bait their Hooks with the other, (I 
ppofe a -{mall white Snail may ferve in 
ynt of a Periwinckle, it’s like it ) and 
Iding the ftrong Cord in their hands, the 
ting of the Fith draweth the Packthred, 
d that the Cord, whereby they feel the 
fhes biting, and fo order themfelves ac- - 
fding as their own judgments diate, 
d fometimes draw up two, three, or 
pre Roches at once. 
There are two ways of fihing for Eels, Brogling 
Oper and peculiar to that Fith alone ; for Eels. . 
€firft istermed by fome, Brogling for 
ls, which is thus, Take a fhort ftrong 
d, and exceeding {lrong Line, witha 
tle compaffed but ftrong Hook , which 
ja muft bait with a large well fcoured 
d-worm , then place the end of the 
Dok very eafily in the cleft ofa flick, that 
may very cafily flip out; with this ftick 
hook thus baited,fearch for holes un- 
t fiones, Timber , Roots, or about 
Oud-gates ; if there be a good Eel, give 
ttime and fhe will take it, but be fure 
e hath gorged it.and then you may con- 
ade,if your Tackling or hold fail not,fhe 
your own. : 
‘The other way is called Bobbing for Bobbing 
els,which is thus, Take the largeft Gar- for Zees. 
a-worms, {cour them well, and with a 
a Needle 
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eedle runa very ftrong thred o 
through them from end a Hep f aa 
ny as that at laft you may wrap them ae 
bout a Board (for your hand 'will be too 
narrow )adozen times at leaft , then tye 
them faft with the two ends of the threq 
orfilk, that they may hang in {© man 
Jong bouts or hanks, then faften all toa 
{trong Cord, and fomething more than a 
handtul above the Worms faften a plumb 
of Lead of about three quarters of g 
pound , and then make your Cord fure 
to a long and ftrong Pole; with thefe 
Worms thus ordered you muft fh in 
a muddy water, and you will feel the 
Eels tug firongly at them ; when you 
think they have {wallowed them as far 
as they can , gently draw up your Worms 
and Eels , and when you have them 
near the top of the water , hoift them a- 
main to land ; and thus you may take 
three or four at once, and good ones if 
there be ftore. 

But before I proceed to give you 
each fort of Bait for every kind of 
Fith , give me leave to add a few 
Cautions and direétions for the ground- 
Line and Angling , as 1 did for the na- 
tural and artificial Flie, and fo we hall 
goon. 

zy. When 
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a. When you Angle at ground, keep Direai- 
ur Line as ftreight as poffible, fuffering 93 in 
ne of it to lie inthe water, becaufe it angling 
pdereth the nimble jerkof the Rod; ground. 
tif (as fometimes it will happen) you 
nnot avoid,but fome little will lie in the 
ater, yet Keep it in the ftream above 
flote, by no meansbelow it. 
2. When you Angle at the ground for 
all Fith, put two Hooks to your Line 
fined together thus ; Lay the two Hooks 
gether, then draw the one fhorter than 
€ other by nine Inches, this caufeth 
other end to over-reach'as much as 
lat is fhorter at the Hooks, then turn that 
id back to make a bought or boughte,and 
ith a water-knot ( in which you muft 
ake both the links to faften ) tie them 
-as both links may hang clofe toge- 
fr, and not come out at bothends of 
he Knot ; upon that link which hangeth 
ngeft, faften your Lead near a foot 
ove the Hook , putupon your Hooks 
vo different Baits, and {0 youmay try 
ith more eafe and lefs time.) what Bait 
ge Fifth love bett: and alfo very often 
asi have done ) take two Fifh at once 
ith one Rod : You havealfoby this Ex- 
iment one Bait for fuch as feed clofe 
bon the ground,as Gudgeon,F. a it 
4 an 
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and another for fuch as feed a little high 
€r, as Roach, Dace, ee. x 

3-. When you Angle at ground for the 
Salmon,put three or four Lob-worms well 
{cowred on your Hook at once, and Order 
your felf as when you Angle at ground for 
a Trout. 

4- Some ufe to lead their Lines heayj- 
ly, and to fet their Cork sprsaties or 
more from the end of the Kod,with a Jit. 
tle Lead to buoy it up,and thus in violent 
{wift ftreams they avoid the offence of g 
flote, and yet perfeGtly difcern the biting 
of the Fifh, and fo order themfelves ac. 
cordingly ; but this hath its inconvenj- 
ence (vi%.) The lying of the Line in the 
water. 

§- Give all Fith time to gorge the bait 
and be not over-hafty, except you Angle 
with fuch tender baits as will not endure 
nibbling at,but muft upon every touch be 
firuck at ( as Sheeps-blood, Flies, which 
are taken away at the firft pull of the Fith) 
and therefore inforce you at the firlt 
touch to try your fortune. 

Now we are to fpeak next of Baits 
more particularly proper for every Fifh, 
wherein I fhall obferve this methodsfirft, 
to name the Fith, then the Baits ( accord- 
ing as my Experience hath proved them) 

grateful 
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teful to the Fith, and to place them as 
ar as I can in fuch order as they come in 
afon, though many of them are in feafon 
‘one inftant of time, and equally good. 
would not be underftood, as if whena 
w Bait cometh in, the old one were an- 
guated and ufelefS: for I know the 
orm lafteth all the year,theFlie allSum- 
er, one fort of bob all Winter, the o- 
er under Cow-dung in Fune and Faly; 
at I intimate that fome are found when 
ers are not 2 rerum natura, 


C.H AP, oy. 


f all forts of Baits for each kind of 
Fifh, and how to find and keep them, 


a 


ill hazard yourLine,except you give him 
gths his Flies muft be much larger 
lan you ufe for other Fifh, the Wings 
ty long ( two or four -) behind one 
other ,with very long tails his chiefeft 
ound-bait a great Garden orLob-worm, 
e fpawneth about Michaelmas: when 
db firike him he ufually falleth to plunge 

and 
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T HE Salmon taketh the artificial flie Baits for 
. very well,but you muft ufe aT row! the Sale 
as for the Pike) or he being a ftrong Fifth 7% 
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and leap, but doth not ordinarily endea. 
vour to run to the end of the Line as the 
To pre- Trout will; young Salmens under a guar. 
vent terof a yard Jong,have tender mouths, {4 
breaking as they are apt to break their hold: to ob. 
sei bag viate which inconvenience, I have known 
mouth'd fome that ufe tofaften two hooks together 
Fithes. in like manner as {ome double Pike hooke 
lately ufed in Trowling are made,not with 
the points oppofite to one another, but a. 
bout a quarter of a Circle from each other, 
and on them they make their Flie, that if 
one Hook break hold, the other may not 

2 fail. 


2. The 
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2+ The Zrout takes all forts of Worms, 
{pecially Brandlings; all forts of Flies, 
Menow young Frogs, Marfbmworm, Dock- 
por, Flag-worm 5 all forts of Cadbait, 
Bob, Palmers, Caterpillars Gentles,Wafps, 
Hornets, Dorrs, Bees, Gralhoppers, Cane 
rs, and: Bark-worm; he is a ravenops 
sreedy Fith, and lovetha large Bait at 
round, and you mué fit him accordinge 


eft at the bent of the Hook, thatthe Bai¢ 
ay the better come over itslet the Grafh- 
pper be a large one,then drawhim over the 
ead,after put a leffer or a Cadbait onthe 
bint,and keep your Bait in continual mo- 
onilifting it up,and finking again, pull off 
he Grajhoppers uppermoft Wings: In 
flarch, and the beginning of April,ufe the 
agtail,which is a Worm much of the co- 
ur of a mans hand, with a yellow tagg 
his tail about half an Inch long, you 
May find them in Marled Lands and Med- 
Ows in the Morning incalm weather , 
: f zg Rot 
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not cold , or after a fhower. 

The Trout fpawneth about Michaelmas, 
heisa very nimble quick Fith, and wij] 
firive long and vigoroufly for his life, wil] 
run amongft Weeds, Roots, or any thing 
that may entangle or break your Line, ~ ~ 

3. The Umber is generally taken with 
the fame Baits as the Trout , efpecially 
Flies, Cadbait, Barkworms, and Palmers, 
artificial or natural Flies or Palmers: He 
is an eager Fith,biteth freely,and will rife 
often at the fame Flie, if you prick him 
not. 

The Umber is avery nimble Fifth, hath 
avery tender mouth, fo that he is moft 
ufually loft by breaking his hold, which 
to prevent,make tryal of that way before 


directed for taking young Salmons. 


The 
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The Barbel bites belt ‘at preat’*réd 
orms well fcowred in Mofs, 'at Cheefe 
d feveral forts of Paftes, and Geutles:; 
e {pawns in April, is a wary fubtile 
rong Fifth, will ftruggle long, and ex- 
ept you manage him dextroufly, or that 
your Line be very ftrong,he will endanger 
o break it. 


"The: Pearch is a very ravenous Fith, 
nd biteth boldly and freely : he taketh all 
forts of _Earth-worms, eipecially Brand- 


ings and Lobworms, if well fcoured, 
Bobs , Oakworms , Geutles, Cadbait , 
aps, Dores, Menow , Colewort-mworms, 
ind often any Bait fave the Flie: He 
4 Y E 2 fpawneth 
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Spawneth in February or March, and if a 
large flrong Fith, will contend long and 
hard for his lifes 


4» Carpe 
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4 Carp and Texch love thelargeft red 
Worms,the Tench efpecially, ifthey {mell 
uch of Tar; to which end you may 
ome {mall time before you ufe them, take 
© many as you will ufe at that time, and 
put them by theméelves ima little ary but 
let them not lie long , left it kill chem; 
Pafte alfoof all forts made with ftrong- 
fented Oyls, Tar, Bread-grain boyled 
ft, Cadbait, Geutles, Marfh-worm, Flag- 
orm efpecially, feed much and often for 
hefe Fith. Carp {pawneth in May and 
June ufually ; and if when you firikehim 
ou do not give him play, he will break 
Il: heisa ftrong Fih, will ftruggle long 
nd ftoutly. 
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$+) Thé Pike taketh all forts of Baits, 
(fave thei Flie,) Gudgeon', Roches, Dace, 
Loaches.z young Frogs in Summer, or a 
Simeltif fret and {weet, and well faftned 
on,the:Hook, for it isa tender Fifh , and 
will (if not carefully ordercll ) quickly 
break in pieces, but [have not. known this 
Bait fed higher than.where it doth cbhb 
and flows. yet higher.than the falt-water 
floweth Thave feen it practifed with good 
fuccefs, a a 

_s: Ay young Pickerel or Parial Facen or 
Trout, is a good Bait to trowl with as 
you can ufe 5 you may halter him thus , 
Faften a. firong Line with a {nare at the 
end of it to the Pole, which if-you go cix- 
cumfpedtly to work,he will permit you to 
put over his head, and then you muft by 
ftrength hoift him to land: He {pawns in 
February the latter end, or in March, 
He is a flrong bold Fifh, and a ravenous 
eager biter, will ftruggle long and ftrongly. 
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* 6.Eels, take great red Worms, Beef, 
afps, Guts of Fowls, and Mesow : bait 
ight-hooks for him with {mall Roches, 
the Hook mutt lic in the mouth of the 
Fith, as for the Pike, this way takes the 
greatelt Eels, 


7. The Gudgeonand Bleak, take the 
{malleft red worms , Cadbait, Gentles, 
Wafps,he {pawncth about the beginning of 
Mzy. The Bleak takes the natural or ar- 
‘tificial Flie, efpecially in the Evening. 
The Ruff taketh the fame Baits as the 
“Pearch , fave that you mult have leffex 
“Worms, he being a fmaller Fith. 
ea E 4 8, Roch 
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| 8, Roch and Dace, {mall worms, Cad. 
bait, Flies 5 Bobs, Sheepsbloud, {mal} 
white Snails, all forts of worms bred on 
herbs or trees, Pafte, Wafps, Guats, Cher. 
ries and Lipberries: the Dace or Dare 
doth {pawn about the middle of March 
| atid the Roch about the midUle of May; 
they are very eafily taken and with little 
trouble. 

8. The Bleak is an eager fifh,and takes the 
fathe baits as the Roch, only they mutt be 
lefs you may angle for him with as ma- 
ny hooks on your line at once, as you can 
conveniently faften on it, 

9» Chevin, all forts of earth worms , 
| Bob, Menow. Flies of all forts, Cadbait, 
all forts of worms bred on herbs and 
trees, efpecially Oak-worms, young Frogs, 
Cherries,Wafps, Dorrs, Bees, Grafhopper at 

the top of the water, Cheefe, Grain, Bees 
tes , a great brownFlie that lives on the 
Oak like a Scarabee, black Snails , their 
bellies lit that the white appear; he lo- 
veth alarge bait,asa Wafpe,Colmort-worm, 
and then a Wafpe altogether. The Chevin 
Tovethto have feveral flies, and of divers 
forts at once on the hook 3 he loveth alfo 
to have-feveral forts of baits.at one time 
on the hook together 3 as a Wa/p, a young 
Dorr o Hamble.bee , when his'legs and 

i wings 
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ings are a little grown forth,or a Fliea 
adbait or Oak-worm together 3 or the 
worm bred ona Crab-tree, with one or 
ore of the other baits. The Pith or 
Marrow in the bone of an Ox back , take 
it out carefully,and be very tender in take- 
ing off the tough outward skins, but be 
lure you leave the inward and tender 
white skin {afe and untouched,or your la- 
bour is loft: this is an excellent bait for a 
Chevix all winter long. The Chevin {paw- 
peth in March, is a ftrong fith but not very 
active, for after one or two turns he pre- 
ently yieldeth,if he be a very large one: 

t the leffer , which are about a foot,or 
fourteen inches long, will more endanger 
our line than one of twenty inches or 
more, for he will ftrive longer. 
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11. Bream loveth red worms, efpe- 
cially thofe that are got at the root of g 
great Dock, it lieth wrapped up ina kno¢ 
or round Clue; Pajte,Flag-worms Wafps 
Green-flies, Butter-flies, a Grafhopper his 
legs cut off} he fpawneth a or be. 
ginning of July, is eafily taken, for affey 
one or two gentle turns, he falleth upon 
one fide, and fo is drawn to land with 
eafe. 

12. Flounder, Shad, Suant, Thwait 
and Mullet, love xed Worms of all forts 
Wafps and Gentles, i 

As forthe Menow, Loach, Bulbead, or 
Millers-thum) , being ufually Childrens 
recreation; I once propofed to have o- 
mitted them wholly, but confidering they 
often are baits for betterFith , as Trout, 
Pike, Eele, é&c. Neither could this Dif- 


‘courfe be general if they were omitted 


and though I fhould wave mentioning 
them, yet I cannot forget them, who have 
fo often vexed me with their unwelcome 
eagernefs, for the Mezow will have a part 
in the play if you come where he is, which 
is almoft every where, you need not feck 
him: ufé to find him oftner than! de- 
fire, only deep ftill places he leatt tre- 
quents of any, and isnot Over-curious in 
his baits, any thing will ferve chat he can 

{wallow, 
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¢ cannot gorge; but chiefly loveth the 
nalleft red Worms, Cadbait, Worms 
ed on Herbs. or Trees, and Wafps, 


The Loach and Bulbead are much of 
he fame belee: but their aa bait is 
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wallow;and he will ftrain hard for what | 
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Several’ Having fpoken before of Paftes, y 
pg fhall now thew you how to make the 
Palle fame sand though there be as many kigds 

a men have fancies , yet I efteem thefe 
ft. 

1, Take the tendereft part of the leg 
ofa young Rabbet , Whelp or Catling 
as much Virgins wax and Sheeps Suet, 
beat them in a Morter till they be per- 
fe&ly incorporated , then with a little 
clarified Hony temper them before the 
Fire into a Pafte. 

2. Sheeps Kidney Suet,as much Cheefe, 
fine Flower or Manchet, make it into a 
Pafte, {often it with clarified Hony. 

3+ Sheeps bloud,Cheefe, fine Mancher, 
clarified Hony, make all into a Pafte. 

4. Cherries,Sheeps bloud,Saffron, and 
fine Manchet, make all intoa Pafte. 

5+ Take the fatteft oldeft Cheefe and . 
the ftrongeft of the rennet you can get, 
fine Wheat flower , and Annifeed water 
(and if you make it fora Chub add {ome 
reifted bacon )beat all exceeding well into 
a Pafte. 

6. Take the fatteft old Cheefe and 
ftrongeft of the rennet , Mutton Kidney = 
Suet, and Turmerick , reduced into a fine 
powder , work all tozether into a Pafte, 
and add of the Turmerick untill the Pafte 

' become 
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ecome a very lovely yellow colour 3 this 
excellent for Chevixz. 
In September and all Winter, when you 
ingle for Chub , and large fith, as Carp, 
eam, Gc. with Pafte, you muft make 
pour bait as large as agood Nutmeg. 
_ You may add to any Pafte Cocnlus Indie, 
Mf2 futida, Oyl of Polypody of the 
ak, of Lignum vite, of Ivie, or the 
mof Ivie diffolved: I judge there is 
irtue in thefe Oyles, and gum efpecially, 
hich I would add to all Paftes I make 3 
alfo a little Flax to keep the Pafte that 
jt wath not off the hook. 


CHAP. VI, 
To keep your Baits. 


q pss will keep very long, if you 
put Virgin wax and claritied Ho- 
yinto it, and ftick well on the hook 
you beat Cotton-wool or Flax into it, 
hen you make your Paft e. 
2. Put your worms into very good 
ng Mofs, whether white, red,or green, 
matter not; wathit well, and cleanfe 
from all carth and filth, wring it vee 
dry, then put your MofS and worms 
into 
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into an earthen Pot, cover it clofe. that 
they crawl not ont, fer it in a cool ‘place in 
Summer, and in Winter in a warm place, 
that the Froft kill.them not: every third 
day in Summer change your Mofs, once 
in the week-in Winter, the longer yoy 
keep them before you ufe them,the better, 
Clean {Cowring your Worms makes them 
clearer, redder, tougher, and to live long 
on the Hook, and to keep colour, and 
therefore more defirable to the Fith: A 
little Bole-Armoniack put to them will 
much further your defire,and {cower them. 
in a fhort time : Or you.may, put them al] 
Night in water,& they will {cower them- 
felves, but will be weak; but a few hours 
in good Mofs will recover them. But le(t 
your Worms die, you may feed them with 
crums of Bread and.Milk , or ‘fine Flour 
and Milk, or the Yelk of an Egg and {weet 
Cream;coagulated over the fire,give them 
alittle and often; If youtake the flrongeft 
{weet Wort youcan get (in which there: 
hath, been-no Hips ,).,wet:your Mofs well 
with the fame,and overnight put fomany 
Worms into that »Mofs,as: you intend. to 
ufe the next day; and:I fuppofé the Fith 
will bite\the better at them, but they mutt 
not Ji¢jover Jong inthe Mofs thus wet, in 
regardyit, will:anach {well them, and. in-. 
oii time 
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me fpoyl them ; fometimes alfo put to 
hem earth caft out ofa Grave,the newer 
he Grave the better, I mean the fhorter 
e the party hath been buried, you will 
d the Fifh will exceedingly covet them 
fter this earth, and here you may gather 
what Gum that is, which 7. D. in his Se- 
ets of Angling calleth Gum of life. 
> 3- You muft keep all other forts of 
Worms with the leaves of thofe Trees and 
derbs on which they are bred, renewing 
ne Leaves oftenina day, and put in freth 
for the old ones:The Boxes you keep them 
in mufthave a few fimall holes to Ict- in 
Fr. 
| 4+ Keep-Gentles or Maggots with dead How to 
fh, Beafts Livers or Suet, cleanfe or breed 
cower them in Meal or Bran which is bet- &¢”!/“* 
er; you may breed them by pricking a 
Beafts Liver full of holes, hang it in the 
unin Summer time, fet an old courfe 
Barrel or {mall Firken with Clay and Bran 
n it, into which they will drop, and 
eanfe themfel ves in it. 
5. There are two, fume fay three forts cxdbait 
of Cadbait,the one bred under ftones that his kinds 
ye hollow in thallow Rivers or {mall 
Brooks, in-a very fine gravelly cafe or 
musk, thefe are yellow when ripe; the o- 
ther in old Pits, Ponds, or flow running 
Rivers 


6 


€ad- 
b aifs 


Bubs 
two 
forts. 


The Erperiencs Angier : 
Rivers or Ditches, in cafes or husks of 
Straw, fticks or Rufhes, thefe are green 
when ripe; bothare excellent fora Troue, 
ufed as before is direéted,and for moft forts 
of {mall Fith, The green fort, which js 
bred in Pits, Ponds or Witches, may be 
found in March before the other yellow 
ones come in; the other yellow ones 
come in feafon with May or the end of 
April, and goout in Fuly: afecond fort, 
but fmaller,come in again in Auguft. 

6. Cadbait cannot endure the wind and 
cold therefore keep them ina thick wool- 
len Bag, with fome Gravel amongft them, 
wet them once a day at leaft ifin the houfe, 
but often in the hot weather ; when you 
carry them forth, fill the bag full of water, 
then hold the mouth clofe, that they drop 
not out, and fo let the water run from 
them;I have-thus kept them three weeks: 
Or you may put them into an earthen Pot 
full of water, with fome Gravel at the 
bottom, and take them forth into your 
bag as you ufe them. 

7. Yellow Bobs are alfoof two forts, 
the one bred in mellow light foils,and gae 
thered after the Plough when the Land is 
firft broken up from Grazing, and are in 
feafon in the Winter till March the other 
is bred under Cowdung, hatha red head : 

an 
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and thefe are in feafon in the Summer on 

y : {cower them in Bran,or dry Mofs, or 

eal. 

8. The {pawn of fome Fith isa good Spawn 
bait, to be ufed at fuch time as that Fith of Fifth, 
fpawneth, fome days before they fpawn 

they will bite eagerly 5 if you take one 

hat is full bellied, take out the fpawn, 

boil it fo hard as to ftick on your hook,and 

foufe it; or not boil itat all: the fpawn 

of Salmon is belt of all forts of {fpawn. 

9. Ihave obferved,that Chevin,Roach, bea ft 
Dace, bite much better at the Oak-worm, O's 
(or any worm bred on herbs or trees ) ufethe 
efpecially if you angle with the fame( when O«k- 
they thew themfelves ) at the cop of the 7°" ~ 
water ( as with the natural flie ), than if 

you ufe it under; for I have obferved,that 

when a yale of wind fhaketh the trees, 

the worms fall into the water,and prefent- 

y rife and flote on the top, where I have 

feen the Fifh rife at them as at flies, which 

aught me this experiencesand indeed they 

ink not,till tof and beaten by the ftream, 

and fo they dye, and lofe their colour, and 

en the Fifh(as you may fee by your own 

on your hook) do not much efteem 

hem. Bark- 
_ 10, Under the bark of an Oak, Ath, worms. 
Alder, and Birch efpecially, if they lie a 

year or more after they are fallen, you 

a Bie ys may 


to 
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may find agreat white Worm, with a 
| brown head,fomething refembling a Dore- 
Bee or Humble-Bee, this is in feafon al] 
the year, efpecially from September until! 
; June, or mid-May, the Umber covets 
this bait above any,fave Flie and Cadbait : 
you may alfo find this worm in the body 
of arotted Alder, if youbreakit with an 
Ax or Beetle,but be careful only to fhake 
the Tree in pieces with beating, and cruth 
not the Worm: you may alfo find him 
under the bark of the ftump of aTree, if 
decayed. 
Howto 11. Dry your Wafps, Dores, or Bees, 
_ufe_. upona Tile-ftone, or in an Oven cooled 
. Wafps after baking,left they burn 5 and to avoid 
oS that, you mutt lay them on a thin board or 
chip,and cover them with another fo fup- 
ported, as not to crufh them, or elfe clap 
two Cakes together: this way they will 
keep long, and ftick on your hook well: 
| If you boil them hard, they grow black in 
| a few days. N 
Sheeps 12. Dry your Sheeps blood in the Air 
blood, upon adry board, tillic become a pretty 
howto hard lump; then cut it into {mall pieccs 
ufe it. f ry 
Sag whe fe Grain, toy] it foft 
13. When you ufe Grain, toy ) 
oles ‘i in mk, or which I like better, in fwecet 
_ Grain} wort,and peel off the outward rind which 
is the bran} and then if you will,you or 
ry 


a, 1 = 


D2, Aisling Jmpoowy. 67 
the fame in Honey and Milk,or fome 
rong {cented Oyls, as Amber, Polypody, 
Spike,Ivy,Turpentine, for Nature, which 
maketh nothing in vain, hath given the 
Fith Noflrils, and that they can fmell is 
undeniable ; and, I am perfwaded, are 
‘more guided by the fenfe of {melling,than 
fight ; tor fometimes they will come to the 
float, ifany Wax be upon it,finell at it and 
goaway. Wefee alfe that firong fcents 
draw them together; as, put Grains, 
Worms, or Snails in a bottle of Hay tyed 
pretty clofe, and you will if you pluck it 
out fuddenly, fometimes draw up Eels in 
‘it. But I never yet made tryal of any of 
thefe Oyls; for, when I had the Oyls, I 
wanted time to try thems or when I had 
_time,I wanted the Oylssbut I recommend 
them to tryal of others, and do purpofe 
-( God willing) to prove their virtue my 
felf, efpecially that Oyntment fo highly 
commended by I. D. inhis Secret of Ang- 
ling. 

14. When you fee the Ant-flies in Ant- 
-greatelt plenty,go to the Ant-hills where flies. 
_they breed, take a great handfull of the 
earth, with as much of the roots of the 
grafs that groweth on thofé hills, put 
all into a large glafs bottle, then gather a 
-pottle full of the blackeft Ant-flies un- 
bruifed, put them into the bottle(or into 
E.2 a 
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afitkin, if you would keep them long ) 
firft wafhed with Honey, or Water and 
Honey ; Roaeb and Dace will bite at thefe 
Flies under water near the ground. 


Bobs af. 15. When you gather Bobs after the 
terthe Plough, put them into a Firkin with fufh- 
Plough cient of the foil they were bred in,to pre- 
| ferve them,ftop the veffel exceeding clofe, 
or all will fpoil, fet it where neither wind 
nor froftmay offend them, and they will 
Keep all winter for your ufe. 

To ». 16. At the latter end of September, take 
breed ome dead Carrion that hath fome Mag- 
| an gots bred init'that begin to creep, bury 
— Gertles, all deepinthe ground, that the froft kill 
| them not,and they will fervein March or 

April following, to ufe.. + 
To find 17-)To find:the Flag-worm do thus,go 
the flags to an old pond or pit where there are ftore 
worm, of Flags or(asfome call them)Sedges, pull 
fome up by the roots, ‘then thake thofe 
roots in the water, till all the mud and dirt 
be wafhed away from them, then amongit 
| » the finall ftrings or fibres that grow to the 
roots, you will find little husks or cafes of 
a reddith or ycllowifh, and fome of other 
colours, open thefe carefully with a pin, 
and you will find in themia little {mal! 
worm,white as a Gentle, but longer and 
flenderersthis is an excellent bait forTench, 
Bream, 
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Bream, efpecially Carp: if you pull the 
Flags in funder, and cut openthe round 
ftalk, you will alfo find a Worm like the 
former in the husk , but tougher, and in 
that refpec& better. 
_ 18.Carry your baits for the Pike in Bran, 
which will dry up the flimy moifture that 
‘is on them, and {0 keep them longer, and’ 
make them ftick more firmly on your 
Hook -betides,there is a green watery fub- 
ftance that iffueth out of the Fith which 
-will infe& and rot them,but the Bran dry- 
‘ing the fame up, preventeth that mifchief. 
19. Fith bite beft at Grafhoppers in the 
latter end of Fuly, and in Auguft,you mukt 
cut off their legs and outmoft wings 3 the 
middle fize is better than cither the extra- 
ordinary great ones, or the fmall. 


CHA P.. VII. 
Of feveral haunts or reforts of Fifbes, 


and in what Rivers, or places of 
thews they are moft ufually found. 


© Mages part of our Difcourfe being a dif- 
covery of the feveral places or Rivers 
_ each kind of Fith doth moft haunt or covet, 
and in which they are ordinarily found. 

The feveral forts of Rivers, Streams, 
i oleae Soils, 


\ 
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Soyls,and Waters they moft frequent,is » 
matter(in this undervalued Art)ot no {mal 
importance;for if you come with Baits for 
the Trout or Umber, and angle for them in 
flow muddyRivers or plates,you will have 
little (if any) {port at all: and to feek for- 
Carp or Tench in {tony {wift Rivers, is e- 
qually prepofterous ; and tho I know that 
{ometimes you may meet with Fifh in fuch 
Rivers & places,as they do notufually fre- 
quent (for no general Rule but admits of 
particularExceptions)yet the exact know- 
ledg of what Rivers or Soyls,or what part 
of the River (for fome Rivers have {wift 
gravelly ftreams,and alfo flow,deep,mud- 
dy places)fuch or fuch forts of fifth do moft 
frequent, will exceedingly adapt’ you to 
know whatRivers,or whatpart of them are 
moft fit foryour baits,or what baits fuit beft 
with each River, and the Fifh in the fame. 
1.The Salmon loveth large fwift Rivers 
where it ebbeth and floweth, & there they 
are found ingreateft numbers,never the lefs 
* {have known them to be found in lefferRi- 
vers; high up in the country,yet-chiefly in 
the latter end of the year, when they come 
thither tofpawn,he choofeth the moft {wift 
and violent ftreams, (or rather Cataracts) 
and in Exgland the cleareft gravelly rivers 
nfually with rocks or weeds,but in Ireland 
™ Ido not know any River( I mean pene 
4 AER hy DS ede :) the 
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the Country ) that hath fuch plenty of | 
them, as theblack-water by Charlemont, | 
and the broad-water by Shanes Caftle,both | 
which have their heads in great bogs, and 

are of a dark muddy colour, and very few 

(comparatively ) in the upper ban,though 

clearer and {wifter than they. 

2. The Trot loveth fimall purling 
Brooks,or Rivers that are very {wift, and 

_ run upon ftones or gravel:he feedeth whilft 

- ftrong, in the fwifteft ftreams, and in the 

deepett part of it(efpecially ifhe be a large 

one ) and behind a ftone-block, or fome 

bank that fhooteth forth witha point into 

_ the River; upon which the ftream beareth 

_ much, and caufeth a whirling of the water 

_ back by the bank-fide, much like the eddy 

of the tide:and he the more willingly ma- 

keth choice of this place,if there be a fhade 

over his head, as a bufh,foam,or a hollow 

hanging Bank,under which he can fhelter 

_himfelf; behind a fione,log,or fome {mall 

bank that fhooteth into the River, which 

the ttream beareth upon,and there he lieth 

watching for what cometh down the 
_ ftream,& fuddenly catcheth it upshis hold 
_ is ufaally in the deep,under a hollow place 
of the bank, or a ftone that licth hollow, 
_ which he loveth exceedingly:&fometimes, 
but not fo ufually, he isfound in weeds. 
3. The Pearch loveth a gentle fireamof 
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areafonabledepth (feldom thallow) clofe 
by a hollow Banksand though thefe three 
fortsof fith covet’ clear and {wift Rivers, 
green weeds and ftony gravel’; yet they are 
fometimes found ( byt not in fuch plenty 
.and goodnefs .) inflow muddy Rivers. f 

"4. Carp, Tench and Eels,feek mud and 
aftill watersEeles under ‘roots or ftonesia 
Carp chufeth the deepeft and ftilleft place 
.of Pond or River, fo doth the Tench, and 
alfo green weeds,which he loveth exceed- 
ingly; Greateft Eeles love, as before, but 
the fmaller ones are found in all forts of ri- 
vers and foils, 

5+ Pike,Bream and Ghub, chufe Sand or 
Claysthe Bream a gentle ftream,and broad- 
eft part of the RiversthePike ftill Pools full 
of Frie, and. {helters himfelf (the better to 
furprife his prey unawares )amongft Bull- 
rufhes,water docks,or under Buthes 3 the 
Chub loves the fame gzound(is more rare- 
ly found without fome tree to fhade and 
cover him) large Rivers and ftreams. 

6. Barbel,Roach,Dace,Kuff, feck gravel 
and fand more than the Bream, and the 
deepett parts of the River, where fhady 
Trees are more grateful to them, than to 
the Chub ox Chevin, 

7» The Umber defires Marle,Clay,clear 
waters,{wift fireams,far from the Sea(for I 
neves {aw any taken near it) & the greatelt 

; plenty 


plenty of them that I know of,are found in 
the mountainous parts of Derby-fhire, and 
Stafford-fhire,as Dove, Trent, Derwen, tc, 

8. Gudgeon detixes fandy, gravelly,gen- 
tle fireams,and fmaller Rivers, but L have 
_known them taken in great abundance in 
Trent in Derby-(bire,where itis very large, 
but conceive them to be in greater plenty 
nearer the headofthatriver about or above 
‘Heywood : 1 can fay the fame of other Ri- 
vers, and therefore’ conceive they love 


the {mall Brooks;for I never found them in 
fo great plenty in Brooks,as {mall Rivers: 
He bites beft in the Spring till he fpawns, 
and little after, till /afp time. 

9. Shad, Thwait, Peel, Mullet, Suant, 
and Flounder, love chiefly to be in or near, 
the faltifh waters , where it ebbeth and 
floweth; I have known the Flounder taken 
(in good plenty )in fre(h Rivers , they co- 
_vet Sand and Gravel, deep gentle ftreams 
near the Bank,or at the end of a ftream in 
a deep ftill place: Though thefe rules may, 
and do hold good in the general, yet I have 
found them admit of particular excepti- 
sons ; but every mans Habitation engageth 
Aim toone (or ufually at moit to) two Ri- 
jvers, his own experience will quickly in- 
form him of the nature of the fame, & the 
ith in them.1 would perfwade all that love 
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f{maller Rivers rather than the larger , or 
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Angling & defire to be complete Anglers, 
to {pend fome time in all forts of waters, 
Ponds:Rivers,(wift & flow, {tony,gravelly, 
muddy,& flimy; & to obferve all the dif. 
ferences in the nature of the tith,the waters 
& baits,& by this means he will be able to 
take fith where ever he angleth; otherwife 
(through want of experience) he will be 
like the man that could read in no book 
but his own; befides a man (his occafions 
or defires drawing him from home) mutt 
only ftand as an idle f{peCtator, whilf 
others kill fifh but he none,&fo lofe the re- 
puteof acompleat Angler, how excellent 

i foever he be at his own known River. 
Fith Furthermore, you muft underftand,hath 
Places as fome fith covet one foyl more than ano- 
with the ther,fo they differ in their choice of place 
feafon in every feafon, fome keep all Summer 

Jong near the top,fome never leave the 
bottom:for the former fort you may angle 
with a Quill or {mall flote near the top, 
with a flie or any fort of worm bred on 
herbs or trees, or with a flie at the top:the 
Jatter fort you will all fummer longtind at 
the tails of Wiers, Mills, Flood-gates, Arch- 
es of Bridges,or the more hallow parts of 
theRiver,in a ftrong, fwift,or gentle ftream 
except Carp,& Tench,& Eel;in Winter all 
flie unto the deep ftill places; where it eb- 
beth and floweth they will fometimes ‘ 2 
mY et @ 
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eft, in the ebb moft ufually , fometimes 
when it floweth, rarely at full water, near 
the Arches of Bridges, Wiers, Flood-gates. 


CHAP. VIII. 
What times are unfeafonable tod. ngle it. 


ae Here beinga time for all things , in When 


: : oat unfeafo 
which with eafe and facility the fame habla 


angle. 


may be accomplithed,and moft difficult, if 
not impoffible at another: The skil and 
“knowledge: how to chufe the beft feafon to 
angle,and how to avoid the contrary, come 
next to be handled; which I fhall do firft 
Negatively, viz. What times are unfit to 
angle 5 and then Affirmatively, which are 
the beft feafons. 

1. When the Earth is parched with a 
great drought,fo that the Riversrun with 
amuch lefs current than ufually, its to 
no purpofe to Angles and indeed the heat 
of the day in Summer (except ‘cooled by 
winds,and fhadowed with Clouds,though 
there be no drought .) you will find very 
_ lit’e fport, efpecially in muddy, or very 
_ fhallow and clear Rivers. r 

2.Incold,frofty, fhowy weather, [know 
the Fith muft eat in all feafons, and that a 
~ man may kill Fifh when he mutt firft bern 
>: 2 
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the Icesyet I conceive the fport isnot then 
worth purfuing, the extream cold takin 
away thedelight; belides, the indangering 
health(if not life )by thofe colds, which ar 

: leaft caufe Rheumis and Coughs : Where. 

) fore I leave Winter and night-angling to. 
fach ftrong healthful bodies,whofe extra. 
ordinary delight in angling,or thofe whot: 
neceffity enforceth them to feek profit by 
their recreation in fuch unfeafonable times, 


3. When there happeneth in the Spring. 
time(efpecially Jor Summer,any {mall hoa- 
ry froft, all that day after the fith will not 
rife freely and kindly, except in the even- 
ing, and that the fame prove very pleafant, 

4. Ifthe wind be extreme high, fo that 
‘you cannot guide your tools to advantage, 
5+ When Shepherds or Country-men 
wath their Sheep, though whilft they are 
wathing ( I mean the tirft time only) the 
fith will bite exceedingly wellsI fuppofe the 
filth that falleth from the Sheep doth draw 
them(as your baiting a place )together,and 
then they fo glut themfelves , that till the 
whole wathing time be over, and they 
have digefted their fulnefS , they will not 
take any artificial baits. 
Ms 6. Sharp, bitter, nipping winds, which 
moft ufuaily blow out of the North or 
q ‘Eaft efpecially , blaft your sage D 
hs sly : ut 


but this is rather the Seafon,than the wind, 
hough I alfo judgethofe winds have a {e- 
¢rct malign quality to hinder the recreati- 
on. 
7+ After any fort of fith have fpawned 
they will not bite any thing to purpofe, 
untill they have recovered their ftrength 
and former appetite. 

8. When any clouds arife that will cer- 
tainly bring a fhower or ftorm (though in 
the midft of Summer)they will not bite:I 
have obferv’d that tho the tith bite moft ea- 

erly, and to your hearts content, yet upon 
the tuft appearing of any clouds, that will 
certainly bring rain(though my own judg- 
ment could not then apprehend, or in the 
leaft conjeCture, that a ftorm was arifing) 
they have immediately left’ off bitingsand 
that hath been all that hath given me to 
‘underftand that a fhower was coming,and 
that it was Prudence to feck fhelter againft 
'the fame. 

9.When the nights prove dark &clou- 
dy, and that the Moon fhines not at all, or 
but very little,theday enfuing youwill have 
little or no {port,except at the {mall ones; 
for when the great fith, that prey on others, 
range abroad, the leffer hide themfelves in 
their holes,to efcape the danger of devou- 
ing:for prudent Nature hath endowed all 

reaturcs with that natural inftinét, as to 
" avoid 
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avoid times of danger,as we fee wild Beafts 
and beafts of prey range abroad in the 
Night, the tame Cattle feed in the daysand 
you never fee the Menow, a Fith the Trout 
covets) ftir in the Night of in dark windy 
weather when the great Trowts are abroad, 
but his moft ufual time is from an hour af. 
ter Sun-rifing (ifthe day prove fair) til] 
an hour before Sun-fet 3 fo that when the 
Nights are very dark or windy, the next 

ay rarely proves very fuccefsful to the 
Angler for great Trout. 

10. In {mall and clear Brooks where 
the Mills ftand and keep up the water,you 
will not ordinarily do any good,at the 
ground efpecially, and’ but little with the 
Flie,for the Trout will at fuch a time hard- 
Jy come cut of his hold. 


. 


CHAP. Ix. 
_ The beft times and feafons to Angle, 
ly bia Des E now come to the Affirmative 
Angle- part which is the beft feafon to an- 


gle, that as before we difcovered when it 
would be loft labour to {eek recreation:{o 
now you may learn to improveopportu- 
nity(when it offers it felf)to beftad vantage. 

I. Calm,clear (or which is better ‘cool 
cloudy weather in Summer the wind blow- 


ing, 
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ing gently, fo as you may guide your tools a 
ith eafe ; in the hotteft Months the cool- 
er the better. 

2. Whenthe floods have carried away 
all the filth that the rain had wathed from 
the higher grounds into the River, and ~ 
that the River keepeth his ufual bounds, 
and looketh of a Whey-colour. 
3- When a fudden violent fhower hath 
a little mudded and raifed the River, then 
if you go forthin, or immediately after 
fuch a fhower, and Angle in the ftream at 
he ground ( witha red Worm chiefly ) 
f there be ftore of Fifh in the River, you | 
will have fport to your own defire. 
4. A little before any Fith fpawn(your | 
own obfervation will inform you of the 
time by the fulnefs of their bellies) they 
come into the gravelly fandy foards to rub 

| 


and loofen their bellies, and then they bite 
very freely. 
5. When Rivers after rain do rife,yet fo 
as they keep within their banks,in {wift ri-. 
vers the violence of the ftream forceth the 
Fith to feck fhelter and quiet eafe, in the 
little and milder currents of {mall Brooks, 
where they fall into larger Rivers,and be- 
hindthe ends of bridgesthat arelonger than 
the bredth of the River,making a low va- 
vancy, where the Bridge defends a {mall 
ot of ground from the violence of the 
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ftream,or in any low place near the Rivers 
fide,where the fifh may lie at reft & fecure 
from the difturbance of the rapid ftream , 
in fuch a place (being not very deep) and 
at fuch a time,you wil find fport-my {elf 
have ever found it equal to the beft feafon, 

6. Early inthe morning from ( Carp 
and Tench before _.) Sun-rifing, until eight 
of the clook; and from four afternoon 
tillnight: Carp and Tench, from Sun-fer 
till far in the night in the hot months. In 
the heat of the day in Fume and Fuly,when 
Carps thew themfelves upon the top of the 
water,if you take a well fcour’d lob-worm, . 
and caft the fame to them, as you would 
Angle with a natural flie, they will bite 
well; but you muft be very careful to keep 
out of their fight,or you willdo no good , 
they bite this way beft amongft weeds. 

7. In March, beginning of April.latt er 
end of September, and all winter, fith bite 
beft inthe warmth of the day, no winds 
ftirring; the air clear; in fummer months, 
morning and evening is beft,or cool cloudy 
weather: if you can tind fhelter,no matter 
how high the wind be. 

8. Fith rife beft at the flie after a fhower 
that hath not mudded the water, yet hath 
beaten the Gnats and flies into the Rivers, 
you may in fuch afhower obferve them rife 
much if you will endure the rainjalfo ee 

€ 
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bet Months for the flie are March, April, 
May, part of Fune; inthe cooler months, 
in the warmeit time of the daysin warmer 
weather,about nine in the morning; three 
afternoon, if any gentle gale blow;fome- 
times in a warm evening when the Gnaté 
play much. 
_ 9: Incalmclear and ftar-light nights,e= 
-Apecially if the Moon thine, Tromts are ag 

wary and fearful as in dark windy days,and 


and windy,and the water in order,you may 
affure your felf of fport, if there be ftore of 
fifh in the Riversfor having abftained from 
food all night, they are more hun ty and 
eager, and the darknefs and windinefs of 
the day makes them more bold to bite. 

10-In {mall and clear Brooks if you come 
in,or immediately after a fhower,that hath 
raifed the water,or take it juft as any Mill- 
water beginneth to come down;and' fo go 
along with the courfe of the water,Trouts 
will then bite well;for at fucha'time they 
come forth to feek food, which they expect 

the water will bring down with it, 

11. In May efpecially and generally all 
Summer, if the morning prove extreami 
cold,as fometimes it doth ( although there 
be no froft)the fith will not bite to any pur= 

pofe,until the day wax warmer + and if it 
prove 


ftir not § but if the next day prove cloudy . 


-. 
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prove cold all day long, they will bite bef, 
where the Sun fhines, but not at all in the 
fh ady parts of the River. 

Alfo after the River is cleared from a 
flood they rife exceeding well)-I conceive 
they were glutted with ground-baits, and 
now covet the flie,having wanted it a time, 

1. A Trout bites beft in a muddy rifing 
water, in dark,cloudy,windy weather,car- 
lyin the morning, from half an hour after 
eight till'ten , and inthe afternoon, from 
three till after four, and fometimes in the 
eveningsbut nine inthe morning,and three 
in the afternoon, are his chiefelt and moft 
conftant hours of biting at ground or flie,as 
the water fuits either 5 March, April,May, 
and part of June are his chiefeft months, 
though he bites well in Fuly, Auguft and 
September. After a fhower in the evening 
he rifeth well at gnats,he taketh theMenow 
beft when the wind is in the fouth orfouth- 
weit,and bloweth ftrongly,curling the wa- 
ters,and railing high waves. ‘The Trout 
bites beft at the Mewow in March, and be- 
ginning of April, and in September;but in 
the Summer months he bites not freely at 
theMenow in the day time,except the fame 
be dark,and the wind very highsand in the 
Summer months you muft add fomeLead 
to your line,and fink the Meno to the bot- 

tom, 
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_ tom, for otherwife the Trout will not take 
_ him at the top in Summer,and clear wea- 
ther. In little Brooks that fall into large 
Rivers where it ebbs & flows,only in freth 
water or a little bracki(h(for the fale water 
T have not tryed )if you begin at the mouth 
of fuch Brooks, juft as the tide cometh in, 
and go up the Brook with the head ofthe 
tide,and return with the ebbing of the wa- 

ter, you willoften take good Trouts, and 

have much fport 5 and if the tide do not 

muddy the water, they will alfo rife at the 

flie at fuch a time. 

_ 2. Salmon, three after noon, chiefly in 

| Mzy, June, Fuly, Anguft, a clear water and 

fome wind; and he biteth beft when the 
wind bloweth againft the ftream,and near 

the Sea. 

3» The Barbe! biteth beft early in the 
morning,till nine or ten of the clock 5 the 
latter end of May, June, Fuly, and begin- 
ning of Auguft. 

4» The Pearch biteth well all the day 
Jong, in cool cloudy weather, yet chiefly 
rom eight in the morning till ten, 8 from 
little before three in the afternoon,till a- 
out five 5 and fometimes later, efpecially 
n hot weather and midft of Summer:The 
#ff is much of his nature and difpofition. 

§-Carp and Texch,morning and evening 
G2 very 
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very early and late, June, Fuly, and 4u. 
get, or indeed in the night in the ftill 
parts of the River. 

6.AChevin from Sun-rifing or earlier(at 
Snails efpecially, for in the heat of the da 
he careth not for them) in Fume and Fuly, 
till about eightsagain at three afternoon at 
ground or fiie 3 and his chief flie which he 
moft delights in,is a greatMoth,with a very 
great head,not unlike to anOw]l, with whi- 
tifh wings & yellowifh body, you may tind 
them flying abroad in Summer evenings 
in Gardens ) fome wind ftirring, large Ri- 
vers chiefly,ftreams or fhade:he will take 
a f{imal] Lamprey or Seven-eyes , and Eel- 
brood,cither of them about a ftraws bignefs. 
7. Pike bites beft about three afternoon, 
in aclear water,a gentle gales July, Auguft, 
September ,Odober,ufually in the ftill places, 
or at leaft ina gentle ftream.In the months 
of Augujt, September, and all Winter, he 
bites all the day long, efpecially about 
three afternoon, the water clear, and the 
day windy: In April, May, Fune,and be- 
ginning ot uly, he bites beftearly in the 
morning,and late in the evening 5 I could 
never obferve that he would bite any thing 
to purpofe in the night,of all the year. 
‘ 8. A Bream from about Sun-rifing till 
eight, ina muddy water, a good gale of 
wind ; 


D2, Angling Jmprov’s. . 
-windsand in Ponds the higher the wind, 
_and where the waves are higheft,and near. 
er the middle of the Pond, the better:end 
of May, Fune, Fuly( cfpecially Jand Anguf, 
‘in a gentle ftream or near to it. 

9- Roach and Dace all day long, bet at 
the top, at flie or Osk-worm principally, 
and at all other worms bred on herbs or 
trees,Palmers, Caterpillars , @&c. in plain 
Rivers or Ponds,underWater-dock leaves, 
under fhady trees, 

_ 10. Gudgeon, April, and till he have 
fpawned,in May, and a little after that till 
Woafp time,except in cool weather or after 
a fhower or Land-floud ; and then to the 
end of the year all day long,in or neartoa 
gentle ftream. When you angle for the 
Gudgeon, ftir or rake the Sand or Gravel 
witha long pole, and they will gather to 
that place and bite much the better. 

11, Flounder all day in April, May, 
June, Fuly, ina good {wift ftream,fome- 
times in the ftill deep;but not fo ordinari- 
lyas inthe ftream. 
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General Obfervations. 


A Lthough this whole Treatife be. in 
: the greateft part of it only General 
Obfervations, yet there are fome DireGi- 
ons which fall not under any confideration; 
but are as applicable to the flie as the 
ground angle; and as cqually ufeful (for 
their practical part )in the one kind of ang- 
ling as the other.For although all ground- 
baits are ufeful and certain almoft in every 
River,yet it is not fo in the Flic, which va- 
rieth in kind, colour,or proportion well 
nigh in every River ; and therefore no ge- 
neral Rules (as I conceive) can be given 
in that particular, more than are already 
deliveyed:except every particular circum 
ftance fhould be mentioned, which would 
be too tedious, and indeed unneceffary to 
any ingenious nature; who may with 
eafe from the former general Rules,draw 
particular conclufions by the help of his 
own Pradtice and Experience in thofe Ri- 
vers he moft ufually and frequently ang- 
leth at}. Foras to fuch Rivers of which a 
man hath had no experience,he muft either 
Iearn fomething(I mean as to-flic-angling ) 
: from 
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from fuch as know the River, otherwife 
_ ( though the moft expert of Anglers) he 
will be at a lofs,until hisown Experience 
(which by reafon of his knowledg in varie- 
ty of Riversand Soils,they walk through) 
will adapt him with more eafe and facili- 
ty, to make Obfervations upon the fame : 
But thefe that follow are of an univerfal 
-ufe and nature. 

1. Let the Anglers Apparel be fad,dark 
colours,as fad grays, tawny,purple, hair or 
musk-colour, 

2. Ufe Shoomakers wax to your filk or 
thred, with which you make or mend ei- 
ther Rodor Flies it holds more firmly, 
_ and fticketh better than any other. 

3. Into fuch places as you ufe to Angle 
at, once a week at leaft caft in all forts of 
_ Corn boyled foft,Grains wafhed in blood, 
blood dried and caft into pieces, Snails, 
worms chopt finall, pieces of fowl or beafts 

Guts, beafts Livers; for Carp and Tench 
_ you cannot feed too often, or too much 5 
this courfe draweth the Fifh tothe place 
you delire:And to keep them together, caft 
about twenty grains of ground-Malt at a 
time, now and then as you Angle;and in- 
_ deed allforts of Baitsare good to caft in, 
~ fpecially whilft you are Angling with that 
- Bait,principally Cadbait,Geutles,aW alps, 
G4 and 
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and you will find they will {nap up yours 
more eagerly,and with lefs fufpicion 5 but 
by no means when you angle ina ftream 
caft them in at your hook,but fomething 
above where you angle, left the ftream car- 
xy them beyond your hook,and fo inttead 
of drawing them to you, ygu draw them 
from you. 

4-If youdefire to feed theFith,fo as you: 
may draw them intoa fiream, where you 
may rationally conclude that all fuch feed- 
ing as is caft into the farne after the ordi- 
nary manner wil] be carried away : you 
muft get Boxes of Tin, Wood, or Iron 
made full of holes, fo wide as the Worms 
may creep through them, and with a 
Weight of Lead faftned to the Tinor 
Wood to fink them (filled with Worms) 
in the ftream,faften a ftrong Cord orPack- 
thred to the Boxes, to recover them again 
at your pleafuresthis way the Worms will 
come forth leafurely and not all at once, 
and the Fith will be about the Boxes to 
gather them up as they crawl forth. 
~ §. Take tine Clay,Barley,Malt ground, 
Water, or Milk, or ( which I like bet- 
ter) blood, make all into a Pafte; and 
if you pleafe put fome of thofe ftrong fent- 
éd Oyls,named befpre Page 55§.0r Gum of 
Tyy 5 make this into feveral large in 
ue Ae an 
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and caft them into the ftream where you 
defign to draw the Fith, and they will 
come to fuck at it, andif you pleafe you 
miay ftitch Worms unto it, or mould their 
_ heads into it. This is the beft way to feed in 
a ftream for Salmon,Trout,Umber,&c. that 
Thave heard any Angler difcourfe of, or 
known pra&ifed. But if after you have 
baited any place twice or thrice, yet not- 
withftanding when you come to Angle 
there if you find no fport, if no man hath 
been before you at that place, or that there 
‘appear no grand impediment in the feafon 
Or water; you may rationally conclude, 
_fome ravenous Pike or greedy Pearch hath 
taken up that place for his quarter, and 
affrights all other Fifh, that they dare not 
adventure thither ( as Merchants put not 
forth to Sea, when Pirates inteft the fame) 
for fear of being made a prey 3 to remedy 
which evil,you mutt have your Trowle and 
aBait of thofe named for the Pike ready; 
and fo fall to work for him; and when that 


impediment is removed you may expe. 


fport. 

6. Deftroy all Beafts or Birds that de- 
vour the Fifh or their fpawn, and endea- 
vour (whether in Authority or not) to fee 
all Statutes put in execution,againft fuch as 
-ufe unlawful Nets or means to take Fifhse- 
fpecially 
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fpecially bare Netting andNight-hooking, 

7. Get your Rodsand Tops without 
knots,they are dangerous for breaking. 

8. Keep your Rod dry, leftit rot, and 
not near the tire, left it grow brittle, 

9. In drought wet your Rod a little bo 
fore you begin to Angle. 

10, Lob-worms, Dew-worms,and great 
Garden-worms all one. 

11. When youangle at ground,or with 
thenatural Flic,your Line mutt not exceed 
the length of your Rod. For the Trout at 
ground it mult be fhorter,and in fome ca-: 
fes not half the length, as in {mall Brooks 
or Woody Rivers, either at ground or 
with the natural Flie. 

12. When you have hooked a good 
Fith, have an efpecial care to keep your 
Rod bent, left he runto the end of the 
Line, and break your hook or his hold. 

13. Such tops or ftocks as you get,muft 
not be ufed till fully feafoned, which will 
not be in lefSs time than one year anda 


- quarter 5 But I like them better if kept till 


they be two years old. 

14. The firft Fifh youcatch take up his 
belly,and you may then fee his ftomachsit 
is known by its largenefs and place, lying 
from the Gill to the {mall Guts ; take it 
out very tenderlf(if you bruife it ya la- 

our 
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bour and defign are loft) and with a {Karp 
knife cut it open without bruifing, and 
then you find his food in it, and thereby 
difcover what bait the fifh at that infant 
takes beft,flies or ground baits, and fo fit 
them accordingly. 
15. Fifh are trighted with any the leaft 
_ fight or motion,therefore by all means keep 
out of fight,either by theltring your felf be- 
hind fome bufh or tree, or by ftanding fo 
far off the Rivers fide,that you can fee no- 
thing but your flie or flotes to effeG this, a 
long, Rod at ground,and a long Line with 
the artificial flie may be of ufe to you.And 
here I meet with two different opinions & 
practifes, fome always calt their flic & bait 
_ up the water,and fo they fay nothing oc- 
curreth to the Fithes tight but the Line: o- 
_ thers fifhdown the River, and fo fuppofe 
(thé Rod and Line being long )the quanti+ 
ty of water takes away,or at leait lefleneth 
the Fifhes fightsbut the other affirm, that 
Rod and Line , and perhaps your félijare 
feen alfo. In this difference of opinions I 
_ fhall only fay,in {mall Brooks you may an- 
gle upwards , or elfe in great Rivers you 
_ muft wade, asf have known fome, who 
_ thereby got the Seéatica, and 1 would not 
with you to purchafe pleafure at fo dear a 
_ yatesbefides cafting up the River you can- 
ee 0s not 
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not keep your Line ont of the water, which 
we noted for a fault before; and they that 
ufe this way confe(3 that ifin cafting your 
flie, the line fall into the water before it, 
the flie were better uncaft,becaufe it frights 
the fith 5 then certainly it muf do it this 
way,whether the flie fall firft or not , the 
line muft firft come to the fith or fall on 
him which undoubtedly will fright him : 
Therefore my opinion is , that you angle 
down the River, for the other way you tra- 
verfe twice fo much,and beat not fo much 
ground as downwards. 

16.Keep the Sun (and Moon,if Night ) 
before you, if your eyes will endure it, 
(which I much queftion) at leaft be fure to 
have thofe Planets on your fide, for if they 
be onyour back , your Rod will with its 
fhadow offend much, and the Fith fee fur- 
ther and clearer, when they look towards 
thofe Lights, than the contrary;as you may 
experiment thus,in a dark Night if a man 
come betwixt you and any light, you fee 
him clearly-but not at allif the light come 
betwixt you and him. 

17. When you angle for the Zrout , you 
need not make above three or four tryals 
in one place , either with Flie or ground+ 
baitsfor he will theneither take it,or make 


an offer, or not (tf at all, and fo you lofe 


time 
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time to flay there any fonger. 
18.To preferve Hazels, whether ftocks 
or tops from worm-eating or rotting ; 

twice or thrice in the year,as you fee nece- 
flity requires,rub themall over withSallet= 
Oyle, or Lind-feed Oyle; fweet Butter 
_ which was never falted, or Tallow, and 
_ with much rubbing chafe the fame very 
_ well into them; and if they be bored, pour 
into them either of the Oyles,or the But- 
_ teror Fallow melted,untill they be fullsif 
you ufe Butter or Fallow , keep them fo 
warm as that they freeze not,or grow hard 
by cooling; Let them ftand thus a day or 
night, more or lefS, as you fee the Oyle 
fink intothems afterward pour the Oyle 
back into the Bottle,to ferve again for the 
fame purpofe apother times you muft keep 
the end that ftands downwards clofe {top- 
_ ped, left the Oyls, Butter, or Fallow run 
out as it is put in. 

19.When you Angle for the Salmon or 
_ Trout,and of all Day long have had little, 

or rather no {port, neither at ground or 
with the Flie 5 the very Night following, 
_ efpecially in the beginning of it, and un- 
til Midnight,or near it, they will not fail 
_ to bite(at ground or Flie,as the feafonand 
water fute beft for either) very freely and 
_ eagerly if the weather be not nipping cold 
Or frofty. 20 Fifth 
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20. Fith take all forts of baits moft 
eagerly and freely, and with the leaf fuf- 
picion or bogling , when you prefent the 
fame unto them in fuch order and manner, 
as Nature affords them, or as themfelves 
ordinarily gather them. - 

21. ifyou defite to angle ina very {wife 
ftream,and have your bait reftin one place, 
and yet not over burden your Line with 
Lead, take a Stone-bow or {mall Piftol-. 
bullet , make a hole through it, wider at 
each fide than in the middle; yet fo open in 
every place, as that the Line may ecafily 
pafs through it without any ftop; place a 
very fmall piece of Lead on your Line, 
that may keep thisBullet from falling nea- 
rer the Hook than that piece of Lead,and if 
your float be made large enough to bear a- 
bove water againft the force ot the ftream, 
the Fith will, when they bite, run away 
with the bait as fecurely, as if there were 
no more weight upon your line, than the 
little piece of Lead, becaufe the hole in the 
Bullet gives paffage to the Line, as if it 
were not there. 

22. When Cattle in Summer come into 
the Foards, their Dung draweth the Fifh 
unto the lower,end of the Foardsat fuch a 
time angle for agybevin with baits tit for 
him, and you will have fport. 

23. Before 
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23. Before you fet your Hook to your 
Line,arm the Line by turning the filk five 
or fix times about the link,and fo with the 
fame {ilk fet on your Hook; this preferves 
your Line, that your Hook cut it not in 
_ funder,and alfo that it will not,when you 
ufe the caft Flie,{nap off fo eafily, which it 
is very fubject to do, 

24.[n very wet feafons, when the Rains 
raile the Rivers , and almoft continually 
keep them equal with their Banks > Orat 
lealtabove their ordinary height;theZrouts 
leave the Rivers and larger Brooks , and 
fice into fuch little Brooks as {carce run at 
all in dry Summers, 

2§- Toall forts of Paftesadd Flax,Cot- 
ton,or Wol,to keep the Pafte from falling 
_ offyourhook, 

26. Deny not part of what your endea- 
vours fhall purchafe unto any fick or indi- 
gent =perfons, but willingly diftributea 
part of your purchafeto thofe who may 
defire a fhare. 

27. Ifyou cut Weeds ina River 5 the 
better to make a place clear to angle in for 
_ Carpssthey will not (although before the 
cutting of the Weeds they haunted the 


place verymuch )come there again of two 
or three Months, 


28. If you come to angle for Carp in 


fome 
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fome broad place of Pond or River, where 
you cannot reach with any ordinary Rod 
or Line 5 Ifyou take a Boat that you may 
more ealily caft your Bait to that part you 
defigne toangle in: and although you have 
Bull-ruthes or Weeds betwixt you and it, 


‘fo as you may hope to fhadow your ‘felf 


from the Fithes fightsyet though you row 
never fo circumfpeatly , the Boat will {6 
move the water, that you will affright 
them,fo as for tliat time you will have no 
{port : therefore you muft have a Rod of 
fuch a length as will from the Bank with- 
out a Boat reach the place,or you will kill 
no Carps,they are fo very wary and fearful. 

29. The Eyes of thofe Fithes you catch, 
if you pull thenrout and ufe them on the 
Hook, are an excellent Bait for moft fort 


_of Fith. f 


30. Make nota daily praGtice (which 
is nothing elfe but a-profeffion ) of any re- 
creation, left your immoderate love and de- 
light therein,bring a crofs with it,and blaft 
all your content and pleafure in the fame.’ 
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